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Chapter 100 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION PLAN  

  

Section 100.010.  Affirmative Action Plan ð General Provisions and Objectives. [Ord. No. 

KK263 §1, 10-13-1980]   

A. It is, and the same shall be, the policy of the City of Lawson, Missouri:   

1. To assure equal employment opportunity to all persons regardless of race, color, 

national origin, religion, political affiliation, age, sex or physical disability. In enacting 

and fulfilling this commitment to equal employment opportunity, the City accepts its 

legal and moral responsibility to uphold the Constitution of the United States of America 

and the Statutes enacted in accordance therewith, including, but not limited to, Title VI 

and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964; Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968; 

Section 109 of Title I of  
Chapter 103 

GENERAL PROVISIONS  

              

Section 103.010.                Smoking During Public Meetings At City Hall Prohibited.               
[Ord. No. KK479 §1, 10-8-1992]                

Smoking will be prohibited during any and all City meetings within City Hall.                           

Section 103.020.                User Fee For The Use of Basement Area of Lawson Fire Station.               
[Ord. No. KK575 §§1 ð 6, 12-18-1995]                                                          

A. A user fee of fifteen dollars ($15.00) per hour is hereby established for use of the 

basement area of the Lawson Fire Station.                                                            

B. The fifteen dollar ($15.00) user fee is established for up to three (3) hours usage and 

will not be prorated.                                                            

C. All additional hours after three (3) hours will be at a user fee rate of five dollars 

($5.00) per hour.                                                            

D. All use of the Lawson Fire Station will be coordinated through the Fire Chief or his 

designated representative.                                                            
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E. Any organization or person(s) using said area will be responsible for cleanup of the 

area.                                                            

F. All funds collected from said user fee will be shared equally by the City of Lawson 

and the Lawson Rural Fire and Rescue Association.                                                               

Section 103.030.                Return Check Charge.               [Ord. No. KK722 §§1 ð 4, 4-16-

2001]                                                          

A. Any check payable to the City of Lawson, Missouri, that is returned for any reason 

is subject to a twenty-five dollar ($25.00) service charge.                                                            

B. Maker of check will be notified and given a determined amount of time to pay 

check along with the service charge.                                                            

C. Payment can only be made in cash or money order to cover check and service 

charge.                                                            

D. If payment is not made in allotted time, check can be turned over to the County 

Prosecutor. If check was for water service, this service can be discontinued as well 

as turned over to the County Prosecutor.                                                       

 

Chapter 105 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN  

  

Section 105.010.  Term of Office, Presiding Officer, Meetings, Salary. [Ord. No. 4 §1, 5-8-

1899; Ord. No. KK579 §1, 3-18-1996]   

A. The Board of Aldermen shall be composed of two (2) Aldermen from each ward, 

one of whom from each ward shall be elected each year and shall hold office for 

two (2) years, and shall be presided over at their meetings by the Mayor, or in his 

absence by the "President of the Board of Aldermen".   

B. The Mayor shall be paid annually the sum of three hundred forty dollars ($340.00) 

for expenses and members of the Board of Aldermen shall be paid annually the sum 

of two hundred forty dollars ($240.00) for expenses.     

Section 105.020.  Special Meetings. [Ord. No. 6 §2, 5-8-1899]  

Special or call meetings may be had upon the written request of the Mayor, which shall 

be read to each member of the Board at least two (2) hours before the hour of meeting; 

and when the Board shall be so assembled they shall have power to transact any business 

that may come regularly before them to the same extent as if it were a regular meeting.   
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Section 105.030.  Reconsider Vote, When. [Ord. No. 4 §3, 5-8-1899]  

No vote of the Board of Aldermen shall be reconsidered or rescinded at any special 

meeting unless there be present as many members at the special meeting as there were at 

the regular meeting where said vote was taken.    

Section 105.040.  New Board, First Meeting. [Ord. No. 4 §4, 5-8-1899; Ord. No. 02-3-11 §1, 2-

22-2011]  

At the first regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Aldermen after a general 

municipal election, as defined in Section 115.121.3, RSMo., the Board of Aldermen shall 

consider the election results for certification, and, after the Board of Aldermanôs 

certification of same, the City Clerk shall administer the oath of office to the Aldermen-

elect. After the new members of the Board of Aldermen have been qualified, the Board of 

Aldermen shall proceed immediately to elect one of their number as the Acting President 

of the Board of Aldermen, who shall serve in that role for a term of one year.    

Section 105.050.  Quorum. [Ord. No. 4 §5, 5-8-1899]  

A majority of the members of the Board of Aldermen shall constitute a quorum. If a 

quorum is not present at any meeting, the Board shall stand adjourned, except for the 

purpose of enforcing the attendance of absentees.   

Section 105.060.  Regular Meetings. [Ord. No. KK381 §§1 ð 2, 1-9-1989; Ord. No. KK491 §1, 

3-11-1993; Ord. No. KK646 §1, 2-15-1999]   

A. The regular time for monthly meeting of the Board of Aldermen of the City of 

Lawson, Missouri, will commence at 6:00 P.M. on the third (3rd) Monday of each 

month.   

B. The Board of Aldermen will have the authority to change the date and time of said 

meetings upon a majority vote of the Board of Aldermen.     

Section 105.070.  Failure of Members To Attend. [Ord. No. 6 §3, 5-8-1899]  

Any member of the Board of Aldermen who shall, without reasonable excuse, fail, 

neglect or refuse to attend all regular, adjourned or special meetings, shall forfeit and pay 

to the City the sum of fifty cents ($.50), which sum shall be taken from the amount due 

such member for his attendance at the meetings of the Board.   

Section 105.080.  Order of Business. [Ord. No. 6 §4, 5-8-1899]   

A. When said Board shall be convened the following rules and order of business shall 

govern the same, to wit:  

A. At the hour appointed for the meeting, the Clerk, or someone appointed in his 

absence, shall proceed to call the roll of members, the Mayor taking the chair, if 

present, if not, the Board of Aldermen shall elect someone to preside over the 

meeting who shall be styled "Acting President of the Board of Aldermen", after 
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which the following order of business shall prevail, unless by a two-thirds (2/3) 

vote of the Board the rules be suspended:   

1. The minutes of the preceding meeting shall be read, which, if approved by the 

Board, shall be signed by the President of the Board and attested by the Clerk 

in the presence of the Board.   

2. The Report of Committees in the order of the appointment.   

3. Communications to the Board, by petition or otherwise.   

4. Unfinished business, motions, resolutions and notices.   

5. New and miscellaneous business.   

6. The passage of ordinances.       

Section 105.090.  President To Preserve Order. [Ord. No. 6 §5, 5-8-1899]  

The President of the Board shall preserve the order of the meeting and shall decide all 

questions of order subject to an appeal of the Board; every member present shall vote 

upon the question submitted.   

Section 105.100.  Motions, Rules, Etc. [Ord. No. 6 §6, 5-8-1899]  

No motion shall be put to the Board unless it meet with a second, and all questions not 

herein provided for shall be decided upon by the principles laid down in some standard 

work on the rules and order of business for legislative bodies.   

Section 105.110.  Reports To Be Made in Writing. [Ord. No. 6 §7, 5-8-1899]  

All reports to the Board shall be made in writing and addressed to the Board of Aldermen 

of the City of Lawson.   

Section 105.120.  Reports of Mayor To Be Entered On Journal. [Ord. No. 6 §8, 5-8-1899]  

The annual report of the Mayor, provided by law to be made, and also each order calling 

a special meeting of the Board, shall be entered at large on the journal.   

Section 105.130.  Attendance. [Ord. No. 6 §9, 5-8-1899]  

It is hereby made the duty of all City Officers to be present at each regular meeting of the 

Board, but the Chief of Police shall be present at all meetings of the Board, to execute all 

lawful orders of the Board and see that the Board Room is kept clean and comfortable.   

Section 105.140.  To Compel The Attendance of Witnesses, Etc.  

The Board of Aldermen shall have power by a vote of a simple majority of its members 

to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of papers relating to any subject 

under consideration, in which the interests of the City are involved, and shall have the 
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power to call on the Chief of Police or other proper officer of Ray County to execute such 

process.   

Section 105.150.  Subject Under Consideration To Be Entered On Journal. [Ord. No. 30 §2, 

5-19-1899]  

Whenever the Board of Aldermen shall deem it necessary to investigate any question 

affecting the interest of the City, they shall cause the order to be entered on the journal, 

setting forth the subject under consideration, and the President of the Board of Aldermen 

or in case of his absence, the Acting President, shall sign all necessary subpoenas for 

witnesses and shall sign all other orders and process necessary for the production of 

papers before said Board as by the Board directed, and shall have power to administer 

oaths to witnesses.   

Section 105.160.  Compensation of Officers and Witnesses.  

All officers and witnesses shall receive the same compensation as is by law allowed in 

the Ray County Circuit Court for like services.   

Section 105.170.  Attachment May Be Issued, When. [Ord. No. 30 §4, 5-19-1899]  

If any person, after having been duly subpoenaed to appear as a witness or to produce any 

papers before the Board, shall fail to appear, or neglect or refuse to produce such papers, 

the Board of Aldermen may, by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of its members, cause an 

attachment to be issued, directed to any proper officer of the City or County the same to 

be signed by the President of the Board of Aldermen, or in case of his absence, by the 

Acting President, authorizing the arrest of such person for the purpose of being brought 

forthwith before the Board.   

Section 105.180.  Refusing To Be Sworn, Penalty. [Ord. No. 30 §5, 5-19-1899]  

Any witnesses who shall appear upon proper process and who shall refuse to be sworn, or 

who shall when sworn refuse to answer any questions propounded to him by the Board of 

Aldermen, relating to the subject under consideration, shall be deemed guilty of a 

misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be fined in any sum, not less than one dollar 

($1.00), nor more than twenty-five dollars ($25.00).   

Section 105.190.  Refusing To Serve When Subpoenaed, Penalty. [Ord. No. 30 §6, 5-19-1899]  

Any person after having been duly subpoenaed to appear as a witness before such Board, 

or who shall be required to produce before the Board any papers relating to any subject 

under consideration, and shall fail, neglect, or refuse to appear or produce such papers, 

shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction, shall be fined not less 

than one dollar ($1.00), nor more than twenty-five dollars ($25.00).   

Section 105.200.  Disorderly Conduct, Penalty. [Ord. No. 30 §7, 5-19-1899]  

Any person who shall conduct himself in a disorderly manner, or who shall interrupt the 

proceeding, or shall by his conduct impair the respect due such Board, shall be deemed 
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guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction, shall be fined in any sum not less than one 

dollar ($1.00), nor more than twenty-five dollars ($25.00).   

Section 105.210.  Punished As For Other Misdemeanors.  

All persons violating the provisions of this Chapter shall forthwith be arrested by the 

Chief of Police and prosecuted as in other cases for misdemeanors before the Municipal 

Judge.   

 

Chapter 110 

CITY CLERK  

  

Editor's Note: Former Ch. 110, City Assessor, as adopted and amended by Ord. No. 11 

§§3-5, 5-10-1899, was repealed by Ord. No. 02-2-11 §1, adopted 2-22-2011.  

Section 110.010.  Selection; Term. [Ord. No. 02-2-11 §2, 2-22-2011]  

The Board of Aldermen shall elect a City Clerk who shall serve for an indefinite term. 

Upon a vacancy in the City Clerk position, the City Administrator, with the advice and 

consent of the Mayor, shall select candidates for the City Clerk position from a group of 

qualified applicants who responded to an advertisement for the position placed by the 

City. Qualifications for the City Clerk position shall be as established in a job description 

written by the City Administrator and approved by the Board of Aldermen. Each 

candidate for the City Clerk position shall be interviewed by a panel consisting of the 

City Administrator, the Mayor or his or her designee, and at least one Alderman who 

shall be selected by voice vote of a majority of the full Board of Aldermen, which panel 

shall select the final candidate for consideration of election by the Board of Aldermen.   

Section 110.020.  Qualifications For City Clerk. [Ord. No. 02-2-11 §2, 2-22-2011]  

No person shall be eligible to the office of City Clerk who is not twenty-five (25) years of 

age, a citizen of the United States and a registered voter in the State of Missouri, nor shall 

any person be appointed as City Clerk who shall at the time be in arrears for any unpaid 

taxes or forfeiture or defalcation in office.   

Section 110.030.  Employment Status; Supervision. [Ord. No. 02-2-11 §2, 2-22-2011]   

A. The City Clerk shall be considered an appointive officer of the City and is an 

employee at will. The City Clerk's position shall be a salaried position qualifying 
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for administrative exemption from Fair Labor Standards Act1 overtime 

requirements.   

B. The City Clerk is an employee of the Administration Department and is subject to 

the direct supervision of the City Administrator.     

Section 110.040.  Duties, Generally. [Ord. No. 02-2-11 §2, 2-22-2011]   

A. The duties of the City Clerk shall be as required by Missouri Statutes and this and 

other City ordinances, and also as established in a job description written by the 

City Administrator and approved by the Board of Aldermen.   

1. The City Clerk shall have the custody of the books, records, papers, and 

documents belonging to the City.   

2. The City Clerk shall prepare all certificates of election or appointment of City 

officers and deliver the same to the persons elected or appointed.   

3. The City Clerk shall countersign all City bonds, warrants, drafts, and orders 

upon the City's treasury for money and shall see that all ordinances 

appropriating money out of the City's treasury are endorsed by the appropriate 

City officer before passage and shall affix thereto the Seal of the City and 

keep a record thereof showing the number, date and amount thereof, the name 

of the person to whom, and on what account, issued, and when redeemed.   

4. The City Clerk shall record the certificates, oaths and bonds of all City 

officers.   

5. The City Clerk shall keep an index of the records of proceedings of the Board 

of Aldermen.   

6. The City Clerk shall prepare blank licenses for all purposes for which licenses 

are required to be issued and, when required, shall cause the same to be 

issued, signing his or her name and affixing the Seal of the City thereto and 

shall keep an account for such licenses and the amount of the license tax 

thereon.   

7. The City Clerk shall furnish in accordance with Missouri Statutes, when 

called upon during business hours to do so, certified copies of any records, 

books or papers which are in the City Clerk's custody, for which services a 

reasonable fee to be set by City ordinance may be charged in accordance with 

Missouri Statutes and the City Code.   

8. The City Clerk shall keep a journal of the proceedings of the Board of 

Aldermen.       

Section 110.050.  Compensation. [Ord. No. 02-2-11 §2, 2-22-2011]  

                                                           

1.  Editor's Note: See 29 U.S.C. §201 et seq.  
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The salary of the City Clerk shall be such as from time to time the Board of Aldermen 

shall fix by ordinance.   

Section 110.060.  Deputy/Temporary City Clerk. [Ord. No. 02-2-11 §2, 2-22-2011]  

Upon temporary disability or inability of the City Clerk to perform his or her duties in 

accordance with law due to illness, absence from the City, or other cause, the City 

Administrator shall appoint a temporary City Clerk who shall have the same powers and 

duties as the regular City Clerk and shall hold office until the disability of the City Clerk 

is removed or the office becomes vacant.   

Section 110.070.  Removal. [Ord. No. 02-2-11 §2, 2-22-2011]  

The City Clerk may be removed at will by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen in 

accordance with Missouri Statutes. The City Administrator is authorized to remove the 

City Clerk at will; provided, however, that such removal is subject to reversal by the 

Mayor with the consent of a majority of all the members elected to the Board of 

Aldermen, or by a unanimous vote of the full Board of Aldermen independently of the 

Mayor's recommendation for reversal; provided, that such reversal must be completed 

within fifteen (15) days after the date of the City Clerk's removal by the City 

Administrator.   
 

Chapter 115 

CITY ATTORNEY/CITY PROSECUTOR  

  

Editor's Note ð Ord. no. KK734, adopted July 23, 2001, repealed ch. 115 in its entirety 

enacting the new provisions set out herein. Former sections 115.010 ð 115.060 derived 

from ord. no. 8 §§1 ð 4, 6 ð7, 5-10-1899.  

Section 115.010.  Mayor To Appoint Attorney. [Ord. No. KK734, 7-23-2001]  

The Mayor with the advice and consent of the Board of Aldermen may appoint a City 

Attorney who shall hold his office for a term of two (2) years and until his successor is 

duly appointed and qualified.   

Section 115.020.  Mayor To Appoint City Prosecutor. [Ord. No. KK734, 7-23-2001]  

The Mayor with the advice and consent of the Board of Aldermen, may appoint a City 

Prosecutor and he will serve at the will of the Mayor and the Board of Aldermen.   

Section 115.030.  Qualifications of Attorney and Prosecutor. [Ord. No. KK734, 7-23-2001]  

The City Attorney and City Prosecutor shall be a regular licensed and practicing attorney, 

at least twenty-one (21) years of age and of good moral character.   
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Section 115.040.  Duties of Attorney. [Ord. No. KK734, 7-23-2001]  

It shall be the duty of the City Attorney to act as the legal counselor in all cases and all 

actions on behalf of the City and to defend all actions brought against the City of 

Lawson; also, when requested by the Board of Aldermen, any City Officer to render his 

opinion, in writing, upon any legal question pertaining to the business of the City. He 

shall draw up and prepare any contract, ordinance or other instrument affecting the City's 

interest, in writing, and shall be allowed a reasonable compensation thereof.   

Section 115.050.  Duties of Prosecutor. [Ord. No. KK734, 7-23-2001]  

It shall be the duty of the City Prosecutor to act as the legal counselor in all cases, to 

prosecute before the Municipal Judge all actions.   

Section 115.060.  When Attorney/Prosecutor Is Interested, Etc., Another To Be Appointed. 
[Ord. No. KK734, 7-23-2001]  

If the City Attorney shall be interested or shall be related to the defendant in any 

prosecution before the Mayor, either by blood or marriage, or if he be sick or absent, the 

Mayor, or in the case of his absence the Board of Aldermen, may appoint some other 

attorney to prosecute the cause and the party so appointed shall possess the same power 

and receive the same fees the City Attorney would if he were present, which said 

appointment may be for any special case or definite period of time as the emergency 

herein provided for may require.   

Section 115.070.  Appointed Attorney To Be Commissioned. [Ord. No. KK734, 7-23-2001]  

When it shall become necessary to appoint an attorney as above provided in Section 

115.060, the person appointed shall take and subscribe to the same oath required of the 

regular City Attorney and the commission or order of appointment shall briefly recite the 

emergency for which he was appointed.   

 

Chapter 120 

CITY TREASURER/COLLECTOR  

              

Section 120.010.                Mayor To Appoint Treasurer/Collector.               [Ord. No. KK408 

§1, 11-28-1989]                

The Mayor, by and with the advice and consent of the Board of Aldermen, shall appoint a 

City Treasurer/Collector, who shall hold his office for a term of two (2) years and until 

his successor is appointed and qualified.                           
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Section 120.020.                Duties of Treasurer/Collector.               [Ord. No. KK408 §2, 11-28-

1989]                

The City Treasurer/Collector shall execute and deliver to the City of Lawson a bond in 

such sum as the Board of Aldermen may direct, with two (2) or more good and sufficient 

securities thereon, to be approved by said Board, conditioned that he will safely keep all 

money, warrants, books, bonds and obligations intrusted to his care, and for the faithful 

performance of such other duties required or which may be required of him by law, 

ordinance or otherwise.                           

Section 120.030.                Salary.               [Ord. No. KK408 §3, 11-28-1989]                

The City Treasurer/Collector, as a compensation for his services will be paid through 

annual earnings.                           

Section 120.040.                Procedure For The Collection of Delinquent Taxes.               [Ord. 

No. KK404 §§1 ð 3, 10-5-1989]                                                          

A. The enforcement of all taxes authorized by Sections 94.130 to 94.330, RSMo., for a 

Fourth Class City, shall be made in the same manner as is provided by law, for the 

collection and enforcement of the payment of State and County taxes, including the 

seizure and sale of goods and chattels after the taxes become delinquent. Where 

applicable in Chapter 140, RSMo., the term "County" shall be construed City, the 

term "County Clerk" shall be construed City Clerk and the term "County Collector" 

shall be construed City Collector or other proper officer collecting taxes in the City.                                                            

B. Pursuant to the authority granted in Section 94.310, RSMo., 1988, regarding the 

collection of delinquent taxes in a Fourth Class City, the City of Lawson formally 

adopts Chapter 140, entitled "Collection of Delinquent Taxes Generally," as the 

collection procedure to be used for the City in collection of delinquent taxes with 

the same effect as if said Chapter 140 were recited at length herein.                                                            

C. All additions, deletions or modifications made to any Section of Chapter 140, after 

October 5, 1989, are specifically made a part of this Section unless specifically 

modified by future ordinance.                                                       

 

Chapter 125 

CONTRACTS 

              

Section 125.010.                Improvements To Be Let To Contract.               [Ord. No. KK377 

§1, 12-12-1988]                

Improvements to be let to contract when authorized for bids by the Mayor and Board of 

Aldermen of the City of Lawson.                           
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Section 125.020.                Advertisements For Bids.               [Ord. No. KK377 §2, 12-12-

1988]                

Whenever the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Lawson deem it necessary to 

contract needed or necessary work within the City limits of Lawson, Missouri, they may 

authorize the Mayor or City Administrator to advertise for such bids. Bids shall be 

advertised in at least one local or most subscribed to newspaper as to provide for access 

to the general public for a period of at least one (1) week. Advertisement will state 

specifications or the availability of specifications for work advertised. If specifications 

for work advertised are not published then said specifications shall be made available to 

the public for review and submittal at the Lawson City Hall. The City of Lawson will 

reserve the right to refuse any and all bids at the discretion of the Mayor and Board of 

Aldermen of the City of Lawson, Missouri.                           

Section 125.030.                Contract To Be Signed By Mayor; Bond May Need To Be Given.               
[Ord. No. KK377 §3, 12-12-1988]                

Contract to be signed by the Mayor and ten percent (10%) of total cost of project may be 

withheld by the City of Lawson until total contract obligations have been met and 

accepted either by the City Administrator or City Engineer. Performance Bond may be 

required at the discretion of the City Administrator or City Engineer.                           

Section 125.040.                Improvements To Be Under Control of City Administrator.               
[Ord. No. KK377 §4, 12-12-1988]                

Improvements to be under the control of the City Administrator or other designated City 

employee. All work will be completed in accordance with the specifications of said 

contract within the designated time of said contract.                           

Section 125.050.                Mayor or City Administrator To Advertise Upon Vote.               
[Ord. No. KK377 §5, 12-12-1988]                

Upon authorization from the Board of Aldermen of the City of Lawson, the Mayor or 

City Administrator of Lawson, Missouri, will be authorized to advertise for bids as 

subscribed in Section 125.020 of this Chapter.                   

 

Chapter 130 

ELECTIONS  

  

Section 130.010.  General Election For City Officers.  

On the first Tuesday in April, 1899, and every two (2) years thereafter, there shall be held 

a general election in each ward of this City for the election of the Mayor and Board of 
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Aldermen; a general election shall be held on the first Tuesday in April, 1900, and every 

two (2) years thereafter, in each ward of the City, for the election of an Aldermen in each 

ward whose term expires with such election; all elections, both general and special, shall 

be held in accordance with the laws of the State of Missouri.    

Section 130.020.  Vacancies. [Ord. No. 2 §8, 5-8-1899; Ord. No. 03-1-12 §1, 3-19-2012]  

When any vacancy occurs in the office of Mayor, the Acting President of the Board of 

Aldermen shall perform the duties of Mayor until the office of Mayor is properly filled. If 

a vacancy occurs in any elective office, the Mayor or the person exercising the duties of 

the Mayor shall cause a special meeting of the Board of Aldermen to convene where a 

successor to the vacant office shall be selected by appointment by the Mayor with the 

advice and consent of a majority of the remaining members of the Board of Aldermen. If 

the vacancy is in the office of Mayor, nominations of a successor may be made by any 

member of the Board of Aldermen and selected with the consent of a majority of the 

members of the Board of Aldermen. The successor shall serve until the next regular 

municipal election.    

Section 130.030.  Wards. [Ord. No. 1 §§1 ð 3, 5-8-1899]   

A. The City of Lawson, Missouri, shall be, and the same is hereby divided into two (2) 

wards, bounded and numbered as follows:   

1. The First Ward shall consist of all that portion of the City lying east of 

Pennsylvania Avenue.   

2. The Second Ward shall consist of all that portion of the City lying west of 

Pennsylvania Avenue.       

 

Chapter 135 

FINANCES 

  

Editor's Note ð Ord. no. 08-2-08 §1, adopted February 19, 2008, repealed Ch. 135 and 

enacted new provisions set out herein. Former Ch. 135 derived from ord. no. 18 §§1 ð 

12, 5-16-1899.  

Section 135.010.  Fiscal Year. [Ord. No. 08-2-08 §1, 2-19-2008]  

The fiscal year of this City shall begin on July first (1st) and end on June thirtieth (30th) 

of the next succeeding year.   

Section 135.020.  Budget Officer. [Ord. No. 08-2-08 §1, 2-19-2008]  
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The Budget Officer for this City shall be the City Administrator. It is the responsibility of 

the Budget Officer to prepare the budget after reviewing expenditure requests and 

revenue estimates with other City Officers. The Budget Officer shall submit the 

completed budget and supporting schedules and exhibits to the Mayor, who shall present 

the same to the Board of Aldermen.   

Section 135.030.  Budget Calendar. [Ord. No. 08-2-08 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. The Budget Officer shall prepare the City budget in accordance with the following 

calendar:   

1. In December of each year, the Budget Officer will collect the data necessary 

and make preliminary revenue estimates for the coming fiscal year. He/she 

will estimate expenditures for the present year and note expenditures and 

revenues for the previous two (2) fiscal years.   

2. In February of each year, the Budget Officer will request from each City 

Officer a statement of expenditures requested for the coming fiscal year.   

3. In March of each year, the Budget Officer will review the departmental 

requests and make his/her final revenue estimates for the coming fiscal year 

and will confer with department heads to discuss these requests.   

4. In April of each year, the Budget Officer will begin assembling the City 

budget.   

5. In May of each year, the Budget Officer will confer with the Mayor and any 

such other officers as the Mayor may designate for preparation of the City 

budget for the next fiscal year to be submitted to the Board of Aldermen.   

6. The budget shall be submitted to the Board of Aldermen at the regular 

meeting in June.       

Section 135.040.  Fiscal and Budget Policies. [Ord. No. 08-2-08 §1, 2-19-2008]  

All powers of the City are vested in an elective Board of Aldermen which enacts 

legislation, adopts budgets, determines policies and appoints the City Administrator. The 

City Administrator is the Chief Assistant to the Mayor who is the Chief Administrative 

Officer for the City and is responsible to the Board of Aldermen for the proper 

administration of the entire City's affairs. The City Administrator keeps the Board of 

Aldermen advised of the financial condition of the City and makes recommendations 

concerning its future needs. The fiscal year of the City begins on the first (1st) day of July 

and ends on the last day of June each year. The fiscal year constitutes the budget and 

accounting year.   

Section 135.050.  Revenue Policy. [Ord. No. 08-2-08 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. The Revenue Policy shall be as follows:   



 Title IV Attachment 1:14 Supp. #3, 10/13 

1. The City will endeavor to maintain a diversified and stable revenue base to 

minimize the effects of economic fluctuations as well as eliminate an over 

dependence on any single revenue source.   

2. The City will project and update revenues annually. These revenue forecasts 

will be presented to the City Board of Aldermen prior to the beginning of the 

budget process.   

3. Departments submit their revenue estimates for the current year and projected 

revenue for the next year to the City Administrator.   

4. Revenue trends are to be examined monthly and incorporated into annual 

revenue forecasts.   

5. Revenue sources that are not utilized by the City while legal action is pending.   

6. Monthly reports comparing actual to budgeted revenues will be prepared by 

the City Clerk and presented to the City Administrator.   

7. Cash investments of the City shall be undertaken in a manner that seeks to 

ensure the preservation of capital in the portfolio.   

8. User fees and rates will be examined annually and adjusted as necessary to 

cover the costs of providing the services.   

9. The City will follow a policy of collecting, on a timely basis, all fees, charges, 

taxes and other revenues properly due the City. The City will follow an 

aggressive policy of collecting all delinquencies due the City.       

Section 135.060.  Budget Policy. [Ord. No. 08-2-08 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. Between one hundred twenty (120) and one hundred eighty (180) days prior to the 

adoption of the budget, the City Administrator shall prepare and submit to the 

Board of Aldermen a statement of the policy recommendations for programs and 

priorities which, in the opinion of the City Administrator, will be of benefit to the 

City.   

B. The City Administrator shall submit a budget to the Board of Aldermen at least 

sixty (60) days prior to the beginning of each budget year.   

C. Expenditures proposed in the budget for each department, office or agency should 

be itemized by major and minor object, department/function and fund.   

D. The City Board of Aldermen shall hold public hearings on the budget as submitted, 

at which all interested persons shall be given an opportunity to be heard.   

E. The budget shall be on record in the City Clerk's office and open to public 

inspection. In addition, a copy of the budget is available for view at the Lawson 

Public Library. The budget shall also be available for viewing and/or printing on the 

City's website.   
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F. After adoption of the budget, the budget can be amended via ordinance or 

resolution by the Board to increase expenditures or revenues. When the Board 

approves the ordinance or resolution, additional appropriations are made in the 

appropriate department.   

G. At the request of the City Administrator and within the last six (6) months of the 

fiscal year, the Board may, by resolution, transfer an unencumbered appropriation 

balance or portion thereof from one department or agency to another.   

H. All appropriations shall lapse at the end of the budget year to the extent that they 

shall not have been expended or lawfully encumbered.     

Section 135.070.  Capital Improvements Policy. [Ord. No. 08-2-08 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. The City shall develop a multi-year program for capital improvements and update it 

annually.   

B. The City will identify the estimated costs and potential funding sources for each 

capital improvement project proposal before it is submitted to the Board of 

Aldermen for approval.   

C. The capital improvement program will be included in the annual budget. The 

annual budget will implement the first (1st) year of the capital improvement 

program.     

Section 135.080.  Fixed Asset Policy. [Ord. No. 08-2-08 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. The following fixed asset policy shall be in force commencing with fiscal year 

2008. This policy is consistent with Government Financial Officers Association 

(GFOA) Recommended Practices and should be reviewed periodically and 

compared to recommended practices of the GFOA or other nationally recognized 

government finance organization. For purposes of GFOA or other nationally 

recognized government finance organization. For purposes of establishing an 

appropriate capitalization threshold for fixed assets, the following guidelines shall 

apply:   

1. Fixed assets should be capitalized only if they have an estimated life of more 

than one (1) year following the date of acquisition and have a purchase cost of 

five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) or more. Items that cost less than five 

thousand dollars ($5,000.00) or have a life of one (1) year or less will be 

expensed upon acquisition.   

2. Purchase cost of a fixed asset includes freight, installation charges, carrying 

cases, adapters and other items that are connected to the fixed asset and 

necessary for its operation or use.   

3. Fixed assets' capitalization threshold should be applied to individual fixed 

assets rather than to groups of fixed assets.   

4. Departments will notify the City Clerk of any change in location or loss of a 

fixed asset.   



 Title IV Attachment 1:16 Supp. #3, 10/13 

5. Departments should exercise control over their non-capitalized fixed assets by 

establishing and maintaining adequate control procedures at the department 

level.       

Section 135.090.  Accounting Policy. [Ord. No. 08-2-08 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. The Accounting Policy shall be as follows:   

1. An independent financial audit shall be made of all accounts of the City 

Government at least annually and more frequently if deemed necessary by the 

Board of Aldermen.   

2. The General Fund, Special Revenue, Debt Service, General Capital Projects 

and Expendable Trust Funds will be accounted for under the modified accrual 

basis of accounting.   

3. Enterprise Funds, Internal Service Funds and Non-Expendable Trust Funds 

will be accounted for under the accrual basis of accounting.   

4. Full disclosure will be provided in the financial statements and bond 

representations.   

5. The annual financial report will be prepared in accordance with revised GASB 

standards.       

Section 135.100.  Debt Policy. [Ord. No. 08-2-08 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. The Debt Policy shall be as follows:   

1. The City may issue general obligation bonds, revenue bonds, special 

obligation bonds and short-term notes and leases.   

2. The City may issue refunding bonds for the purpose of refunding, extending 

or unifying the whole or any part of its valid outstanding revenue bonds.   

3. The City will limit long-term debt to only those capital projects that cannot be 

financed from current revenue or other available sources.   

4. When the City finances capital projects by issuing bonds, it will repay the 

bonds within a period not to exceed the expected useful life of the projects.   

5. The City's policy shall be to manage its budget and financial affairs in such a 

way so as to ensure continued high bond ratings.   

6. No bonds shall be issued without the assent of the requisite number of 

qualified electors of the City voting thereon.       

Section 135.110.  Reserve Policy. [Ord. No. 08-2-08 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. The City will calculate an unreserved, undesignated fund balance equal to twenty 

percent (20%) of expenditures for the adopted budget. These funds will be used to 

avoid cash flow interruptions, generate interest income, reduce the need for short-
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term borrowing and assist in maintaining what is considered an investment grade 

bond rating capacity.   

B. Self insurance reserves shall be maintained at a level to protect the City against 

incurred and reported losses as well as those incurred but not reported and future 

losses within the retention.     

Section 135.120.  Fiscal and Budget Policies. [Ord. No. 08-2-08 §1, 2-19-2008]  

A contingency reserve account will be appropriated annually in the General Fund to 

provide for unanticipated expenditures of a non-recurring nature and/or to meet 

unexpected increases in costs.   

Section 135.130.  Enterprise Fund Policy. [Ord. No. 08-2-08 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. Enterprise funds will be used to account for the acquisition, operation and 

maintenance of City facilities and services which are intended to be entirely or 

predominately self-supporting from user charges or for which periodic net income 

measurement is desirable.   

B. The Water and Sewer, Street and Park Departments will pay into the General Fund 

of the City annually an amount substantially equivalent to that sum which would be 

paid in taxes if the water, sewer, solid waste and park and recreations were privately 

owned at five percent (5%) of the gross receipts for charges and services.     

Section 135.140.  Internal Service Fund Policy. [Ord. No. 08-2-08 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. Internal service funds will be used to account for the provision for goods and 

services by one department of the City to the other departments.   

B. Internal service funds are to be self-supporting from user charges to the respective 

user departments.   

C. Internal service funds are to only recover the complete cost of operations without 

producing any significant amount of profit in excess of the fund's requirements.   

D. Lawson municipal utilities incurs administration and City engineering costs that are 

shared between governmental and enterprise funds. These costs are to be 

reimbursed by the other funds to the General Fund form to which they are 

expended. The breakdown is as follows:   

1. Administration.  

 Position  General Fund  Water  Parks  

 City Clerk  33.3%  33.3%  33.3%  

 Assistant City Clerk  33.3%  33.3%  33.3%  

 Billing Clerk  33.3%  33.3%  33.3%  
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2. Engineering.  

 Water  Sewer  Streets  Parks  

 25%  25%  25%  25%  

   

          

Section 135.150.  Cash Management and Investment. [Ord. No. 08-2-08 §1, 2-19-2008]  

This policy applies to the investment of short-term operating funds, longer-term funds 

and proceeds from bond issues.  

Pooling of funds. The City of Lawson, Missouri, (the "City") will consolidate cash 

balances from all funds, unless otherwise required by law or ordinance, in order to 

maximize investment earnings. Investment income will be allocated to the various funds 

based on their respective participation and in accordance with generally accepted 

accounting principles.   

Section 135.160.  Cash Management and Investment General Objectives. [Ord. No. 08-2-08 

§1, 2-19-2008]   

A. The primary objectives, in priority order, of investment activities shall be safety, 

liquidity and yield:   

1. Safety. Safety of principal is the foremost objective of the investment 

program. Investments shall be undertaken in a manner that seeks to ensure the 

preservation of capital in the overall portfolio. The objective will be to 

mitigate credit risk and interest rate risk.   

a. Credit risk. The City will minimize credit risk, the risk of loss due to the 

failure of the security issuer or backer, by:   

(1) Pre-qualifying the financial institutions, broker/dealers, 

intermediaries and advisors with which the City will do business. 

Diversifying the portfolio so that potential losses on individual 

securities will be minimized.     

b. Interest rate risk. The City will minimize the risk that the market value 

of securities in the portfolio will fall due to changes in general interest 

rates by:   

(1) Structuring the investment portfolio so that securities mature to 

meet cash requirements, thereby avoiding the need to sell securities 

on the open market prior to maturity.   

(2) Investing operating funds primarily in shorter-term securities.   

(3) Investing bond proceeds with maturities that match expected 

disbursements.       
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2. Liquidity. The investment portfolio shall remain sufficiently liquid to meet all 

operating requirements that may be reasonably anticipated. This is 

accomplished by structuring the portfolio so that securities mature concurrent 

with cash needs to meet anticipated demands (static liquidity). Furthermore, 

since all possible cash demands cannot be anticipated, the portfolio should 

consist largely of securities with active secondary or resale markets (dynamic 

liquidity). A portion of the portfolio also may be placed in bank deposits or 

repurchased agreements that offer same-day liquidity for short-term funds.   

3. Yield. The investment portfolio shall be designed with the objective of 

attaining a market rate of return throughout budgetary and economic cycles, 

taking into account the investment risk constraints and liquidity needs. Return 

on investment is of secondary importance compared to the safety and liquidity 

objectives described above. The cores of investments are limited to relatively 

low risk securities in anticipation of earning a fair return relative to the risk 

being assumed. Securities will generally not be sold prior to maturity with 

some exceptions such as:   

a. A security with declining credit may be sold early to minimize a 

possible loss of principal.   

b. A security swap would improve the quality, yield or target duration in 

the portfolio.   

c. Liquidity needs of the portfolio require that the security be sold.         

Section 135.170.  Cash Management and Investment Standards of Care. [Ord. No. 08-2-08 

§1, 2-19-2008]   

A. Prudence. The standard of prudence to be used by investment officials shall be the 

"prudent person" standard and shall be applied in the context of managing an 

overall portfolio. Investment officers acting in accordance with written procedures 

and this cash management and investment policy and exercising due diligence shall 

be relieved of personal responsibility for an individual security's credit risk or 

market price changes, provided deviations from expectations are reported in a 

timely fashion and the liquidity and the sale of securities are carried out in 

accordance with the terms of this policy.  

A. Investments shall be made with judgment and care, under circumstances then 

prevailing, which persons of prudence, discretion and intelligence exercise in the 

management of their own affairs, not for speculation, but for investment, 

considering the probable safety of their capital as well as the probable income to be 

derived.   

B. Ethics And Conflicts Of Interest. Officers and employees involved in the investment 

process shall refrain from personal business activity that could conflict with the 

proper execution and management of the investment program or that could impair 

their ability to make impartial decisions. Employees and investment officials shall 

disclose any material interests in financial institutions with which they conduct 
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business. They shall further disclose any personal financial/investment positions 

that could be related to the performance of the investment portfolio. Employees and 

officers shall refrain from undertaking personal investment transactions with the 

same individual with which business is conducted on behalf of the City.   

C. Delegation Of Authority. Authority to manage the investment program is granted to 

the City Administrator, hereinafter referred to as Investment Officer. Responsibility 

for the operation of the investment program is hereby delegated to the Investment 

Officer who shall act in accordance with the established written procedures and 

internal controls for the operation of the investment program consistent with this 

investment policy. Procedures should include references to: safekeeping, delivery 

vs. payment, investment accounting, repurchase agreements, wire transfer 

agreements and collateral/depository agreements. No person may engage in an 

investment transaction except as provided under the terms of this policy and the 

procedures established by the Investment Officer. The Investment Officer shall be 

responsible for all transactions undertaken and shall establish a system of controls 

to regulate the activities of subordinate officials.     

Section 135.180.  Cash Management and Investment Safekeeping and Custody. [Ord. No. 

08-2-08 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. Authorized Financial Dealers And Institutions. A list will be maintained of 

financial institutions authorized to provide investment services. In addition, a list 

also will be maintained of approved security broker/dealers selected by credit 

worthiness. Any approved broker/dealer must maintain a minimum capital 

requirement of ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) and have been in continuous 

operation for at least five (5) years. These may include "primary" dealers or 

regional dealers that qualify under Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) 

Rule 135-1 (uniform net capital rule).  

A. All financial institutions and broker/dealers who desire to become qualified for 

investment transactions must supply the following as appropriate:   

1. Audited financial statements.   

2. Proof of National Association of Securities Dealers (NASD) certification.   

3. Proof of State registration.   

4. Completed broker/dealer questionnaire.   

5. Certification of having read and understood and agreeing to comply with the 

City's cash management and investment policy.  

 An annual review of the financial condition and registration of qualified 

financial institutions and broker/dealers will be conducted by the 

Investment Officer.  

 From time to time, the Investment Officer may choose to invest in 

instruments offered by other broker/dealers or local financial institutions. 
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In such situations, a waiver to the criteria under Subsection (A) may be 

granted. All terms and relationships will be fully disclosed prior to 

purchase and will be reported to the Governing Body of the City on a 

consistent basis. The Governing Body of the City should approve these 

types of investment purchases in advance.  
 

 

   

        

B. Internal Controls. The Investment Officer is responsible for establishing and 

maintaining an internal control structure that will be reviewed annually with the 

City's independent auditor. The internal control structure shall be designed to 

ensure that the assets of the City are protected from loss, theft or misuse and to 

provide reasonable assurance that these objectives are met. The concept of 

reasonable assurance recognizes that (1) the cost of control should not exceed the 

benefits likely to be derived, and (2) the valuation of costs and benefits require 

estimates and judgments by management.  

B. The internal controls shall address the following points:   

1. Control of collusion.   

2. Separation of transaction authority from accounting and record keeping.   

3. Custodial safekeeping.   

4. Avoidance of physical delivery securities.   

5. Clear delegation of authority to subordinate staff members.   

6. Written confirmation of transactions for investments and wire transfers.   

7. Development of a wire-transfer agreement with the lead bank and third (3rd) 

party custodian.     

C. Delivery vs. Payment. All trades where applicable will be executed by delivery vs. 

payment (DVP) to ensure that securities are deposited in eligible financial 

institutions prior to the release of funds. All securities shall be perfected in the 

name of the City and shall be held by a third (3rd) party custodian or a mutually 

agreeable custodian as evidenced by safekeeping receipts.     

Section 135.190.  Cash Management and Investment Suitable and Authorized Investments. 
[Ord. No. 08-2-08 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. Investment Types. In accordance with and subject to restrictions imposed by current 

Statutes, the following list represents the entire range of investments that the City 

will consider and which shall be held by a third (3rd) party custodian as evidenced 

by safekeeping receipts.   

1. United States Treasury securities. The City may invest in obligations of the 

United States Government for which the full faith and credit of the United 

States are pledged for the payment of principal and interest.   
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2. United States agency securities. The City may invest in obligations issued or 

guaranteed by any agency of the United States Government.   

3. Repurchase agreements. The City may invest in contractual agreements 

between the City and commercial banks or primary government securities 

dealers. The purchaser in a repurchase agreement (repo) enters into a 

contractual agreement to purchase Treasury and government agency securities 

while simultaneously agreeing to resell the securities at predetermined dates 

and prices.  

3. A master repurchase agreement, as outlined by the Public Securities 

Association, will be required to be completed before the City enters into a 

repurchase agreement with an authorized financial dealer or institution. All 

repurchase agreements shall meet the City's collateralization and safekeeping 

requirements.   

4. Collateralized public deposits (certificates of deposit). Instruments issued by 

financial institutions, which state that specified sums have been deposited for 

specific periods of time and at specified rates of interest. The certificates of 

deposit are required to be backed by acceptable collateral securities as dictated 

by State Statute or by a back deposit guaranty bond which shall be pre-

approved by the Investment Officer.     

B. Security Selection. The following list represents the entire range of United States 

agency securities that the City will consider and which shall be authorized for the 

investment of funds by the City. Additionally, the following definitions and 

guidelines should be used in purchasing the instruments:   

1. U.S. Government agency coupon and zero coupon securities. Bullet coupon 

bonds with no embedded options.   

2. U.S. Government agency discount notes. Purchased at a discount with 

maximum maturities of one (1) year.   

3. U.S. Government agency callable securities. Restricted to securities callable at 

par only with final maturities of three (3) years.   

4. U.S. Government agency set-up securities. The coupon rate is fixed for an 

initial term. At coupon date, the coupon rate rises to a new, higher fixed term. 

Restricted to securities with final maturities of three (3) years.   

5. U.S. Government agency floating rate securities. The coupon rate floats off 

one (1) index. Restricted to coupons with no interim caps that reset at least 

quarterly.   

6. U.S. Government mortgage backed securities. Restricted to securities with 

final maturities of three (3) years.     

C. Investment Restrictions And Prohibited Transactions. To provide for the safety and 

liquidity of the City's funds, the investment portfolio will be subject to the 

following restrictions:   
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1. Borrowing for investment purposes ("leverage") is prohibited.   

2. Instruments known as structured notes (e.g., inverse floaters, leveraged 

floaters and equity-linked securities) are not permitted. Investment in any 

instrument, which is commonly considered a "derivative" instrument (e.g., 

options, futures, swaps, caps, floors and collars), is prohibited.   

3. Contracting to sell securities not yet acquired in order to purchase other 

securities for purposes of speculating on developments or trends in the market 

is prohibited.     

D. Collateralization.   

1. The securities acceptable as collateral to secure City deposits are listed in 

Appendix A which is on file in the City offices. Collateralization will be 

required on two (2) types of investments: certificates of deposit and 

repurchase agreements. In order to anticipate market changes and provide a 

level of security for all funds, the market value (including accrued interest) of 

the collateral should be at least one hundred three percent (103%).   

2. For certificates of deposit, the market value of collateral must be one hundred 

three percent (103%) or greater of the amount of certificates of deposits plus 

any demand deposits with the depository, less the amount, if any, which is 

insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or the National Credit 

Unions Share Insurance Fund.   

3. All securities which serve as collateral against the deposits of a depository 

institution must be safe kept at a non-affiliated custodial facility in the City's 

name or held by the pledging depositor's trust department or agent in the 

City's name. Depository institutions pledging collateral against deposits must, 

in conjunction with the custodial agent, furnish the necessary custodial 

receipts within five (5) business days from the settlement date.   

4. The City shall have a depository and contract pledge agreement with each 

safekeeping bank that will comply with the Financial Institutions, Reform, 

Recovery and Enforcement Act of 1989 (FIRREA). This will ensure that the 

City's security interest in collateral pledged to secure deposits is enforceable 

against the receiver of a failed financial institution.     

E. Repurchase Agreements. The securities for which repurchase agreements will be 

transacted will be limited to Treasury and government agency securities that are 

eligible to be delivered via the Federal Reserve's Fed wire book entry system. 

Securities will be delivered to the City's designated custodial agent or a mutually 

agreeable custodian. Funds and securities will be transferred on a delivery vs. 

payment basis.     

Section 135.200.  Investment Parameters. [Ord. No. 08-2-08 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. Diversification. The investments shall be diversified to minimize the risk of loss 

resulting from over concentration of assets in specific maturity, specific issuer or 
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specific class of securities. Diversification strategies shall be established and 

periodically revised. At a minimum, diversification standards by security type and 

issuer shall be:   

1. U.S. treasuries and securities having principal and/or interest guaranteed by 

the U.S. Government ð one hundred percent (100%).   

2. Collateralized time and demand deposits ð one hundred percent (100%).   

3. U.S. Government agencies and government sponsored enterprises. No more 

than fifty percent (50%).   

4. Collateralized repurchase agreements ð thirty percent (30%).   

5. U.S. Government agency callable securities. No more than thirty percent 

(30%).     

B. Maximum Maturities.   

1. To the extent possible, the City shall attempt to match its investments with 

anticipated cash flow requirements. All investments shall mature and become 

payable not more than three (3) years from the date of purchase. The City 

shall adopt weighted average maturity limitations that should not exceed two 

(2) years and is consistent with the investment objectives.   

2. Because of inherent difficulties in accurately forecasting cash flow 

requirements, a portion of the portfolio should be continuously invested in 

readily available funds such as in bank deposits or overnight repurchase 

agreements to ensure that appropriate liquidity is maintained to meet ongoing 

obligations.       

Section 135.210.  Cash Management and Investment Reporting. [Ord. No. 08-2-08 §1, 2-19-

2008]   

A. Methods. The Investment Officer shall prepare an investment report at least 

quarterly, including a management summary that provides an analysis of the status 

of the current investment portfolio and transactions made over the last quarter. This 

management summary will be prepared in a manner that will allow the City to 

ascertain whether investment activities during the reporting period have conformed 

to the investment policy.  

A. The report should be provided to the Governing Body of the City. The report will 

include the following:   

1. Listing of individual securities held at the end of the reporting period.   

2. Listing of investment by maturity date.   

3. Percentage of the total portfolio that each type of investment represents.     

B. Performance Standards. The investment portfolio will be managed in accordance 

with the parameters specified within this policy. The portfolio should obtain a 
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market average rate of return during a market/economic environment of stable 

interest rates. A series of appropriate bench marks shall be established against 

which portfolio performance shall be compared on a regular basis.   

C. Marking To Market. On an annual basis, in conjunction with the City's annual audit, 

the auditor shall provide:   

1. Realized and unrealized gains or losses resulting from appreciation ox 

depreciation by listing the cost and market value of securities over one (1) 

year duration (in accordance with Government Accounting Standards Board 

(GASB) 31 requirements); and   

2. Average weighted yield to maturity of portfolio on investments as compared 

to applicable bench marks. The market value of the portfolio shall be 

calculated at least annually and a statement of the market value of the 

portfolio shall be issued at least annually to the Governing Body of the City. 

This will ensure that review of the investment portfolio, in terms of value and 

price volatility, has been performed.       

Section 135.220.  Cash Management and Investment Policy Considerations. [Ord. No. 08-2-

08 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. Exemption. Any investment currently held that does not meet the guidelines of this 

policy shall be exempt from the requirements of this policy. At maturity or 

liquidation, such monies shall be reinvested only as provided by this policy.  

A. From time to time, the Investment Officer may choose to invest in legally 

permissible securities that may not meet the parameters set forth herein. In such 

situations, all terms and relationships shall be fully disclosed to the Governing 

Body of the City, who shall approve the investment purchase in advance.   

B. Adoption And Amendments. This policy shall be adopted by ordinance of the City's 

Governing Body. The Finance Committee shall review the policy annually and the 

Governing Body maintaining internal controls must approve any modifications 

made thereto.   

C. Competitive Bids. The Investment Officer shall seek competitive bids for the 

investment of funds pursuant to this Cash Management and Investment Policy. 

Additional consideration may be given to local financial institutions and 

broker/dealers.     

Section 135.230.  Banking Services. [Ord. No. 08-2-08 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. The selection of a primary depository shall be made in compliance with Section 

95.355, RSMo. All deposits shall be properly secured as provided by Section 

110.010, RSMo., and the City's Cash Management and Investment Policy. In order 

to maximize investment capabilities and minimize banking costs, centralization of 

deposits in a primary banking institution will be maintained.   
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B. A monthly statement of each account must be provided which details debit and 

credit transactions and provides numerically sorted canceled checks which will be 

used to reconcile transactions against the City's ledger accounts. A monthly account 

analysis report with average daily balances and available funds shall be provided to 

facilitate cash management and enhance float analysis.     

 

Chapter 140 

MAYOR  

  

Section 140.010.  Presiding Officer, Sign Warrants, Etc. [Ord. No. 3 §1, 5-8-1899]  

The Mayor shall preside at all meetings of the Board of Aldermen, and shall sign and 

execute all such warrants, bonds, deeds, etc., as shall be properly authorized by resolution 

or ordinance.   

Section 140.020.  Appoint Committees and Other Officers, When. [Ord. No. 3 §2, 5-8-1899]  

The Mayor shall, with the approval of the Board of Aldermen at their first regular 

meeting in May, or as soon thereafter as possible, appoint the usual committees from the 

Board of Aldermen, also a City Attorney, Health Officer, City Physician, Treasurer, 

Street Commissioner, and such other officers as may be from time to time provided for 

by ordinance; and any officer appointed by the Board of Aldermen shall perform the 

duties and exercise the authority of such office until the next regular meeting of the 

Board of Aldermen, when the appointment shall be confirmed or rejected.   

Section 140.030.  Removals.  

The Mayor, with the consent of a majority of all the members elected to the Board of 

Aldermen, may remove any appointed officer; and for cause shown may remove, with the 

consent of a majority of all the members elected to the Board of Aldermen, any elective 

officer, such officer being first given an opportunity, together with his witnesses, to be 

heard before the Board of Aldermen, sitting as a Board of Impeachment.  

Any elective or appointive officer, including the Mayor, may in like manner, for cause 

shown, be removed from office by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of all the members elected to 

the Board of Aldermen, independently of the Mayor's approval or recommendation.   

Section 140.040.  Absent From City. [Ord. No. 3 §4, 5-8-1899]  

When the Mayor intends being temporarily absent from the City, he shall notify the Chief 

of Police and Acting President of the Board of such intent, and the Acting President of 

the Board shall, during the absence of the Mayor, perform all the duties and exercise all 
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the authority of the Mayor, and shall make to the Mayor a full report of all official 

business transacted by him during such time.   

Section 140.050.  Committees. [Ord. No. 5 §§1 ð 3, 5-8-1899]   

A. The Mayor shall, at the first regular meeting of the Board of Aldermen after his 

election, and each year thereafter, appoint six (6) Standing Committees, consisting 

of three (3) members each, one (1) Alderman from each Ward to be named for each 

committee, and the person first named upon each committee shall be the chairman 

thereof. All Committeemen shall hold their office for a term not exceeding one (1) 

year, and until their successors are appointed, unless sooner removed; provided, that 

in case a vacancy shall occur in any committee by reason of death, resignation, 

removal from office or otherwise, the newly elected Aldermen shall fill the vacancy 

occurring in such committee or committees.   

B. The Standing Committees shall be as follows:   

1. Committee on finance.   

2. Committee on ordinances and judiciary.   

3. Committee on improvements and repairs.   

4. Committee on claims.   

5. Committee on ways and means.   

6. Committee on printing and referred matters.     

C. They shall at each regular meeting of the Board file a written report of their action 

upon any matter referred to them by the Board, or of their action concerning any 

matter coming within the duties of such committee affecting the City's interest and 

requiring immediate attention.     

 

Chapter 145 

MUNICIPAL COURT  

  

Section 145.010.  Judge To Be Appointed. [Ord. No. KK341 §1, 1-12-1987]  

That at the expiration of the term of office of the present Municipal Judge and 

commencing on the second Monday of April, 1987, the Municipal Judge shall be 

appointed by the Mayor upon consent and approval of the majority of the members of the 

Board of Aldermen.   

Section 145.020.  Term. [Ord. No. KK341 §2, 1-12-1987]  
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The term of office for the Municipal Judge shall be for two (2) years.   

Section 145.030.  Compensation. [Ord. No. KK341 §3, 1-12-1987]  

The salary of the Municipal Judge shall be set by the Board of Aldermen.   

Section 145.040.  Court Costs. [Ord. No. KK344 §1, 2-9-1987; Ord. No. KK551 §1, 10-25-

1994; Ord. No. KK623 §1, 7-21-1997; Ord. No. KK671 §1, 8-23-1999; Ord. No. KK739 §1, 9-

17-2001]   

A. In addition to any fine that may be imposed by the Municipal Judge, there shall be 

assessed as costs in all cases the following:    

1. Costs for the Court shall be twelve dollars ($12.00) per case plus three dollars 

($3.00) for Police training but this three dollars ($3.00) shall not be obtained 

in non-moving traffic violations. Of this three dollars ($3.00), two dollars 

($2.00) shall be for the City's Police training fund and the remaining one 

dollar ($1.00) shall be deposited with the Treasurer of the State in the Peace 

Officer Standards and Training Commission Fund, to be used statewide for 

the training of Peace Officers. In addition, seven dollars fifty cents ($7.50) 

shall be assessed as crime victim costs in all cases, except those for expired 

license plate violations. This fee shall be distributed in the following manner: 

seven dollars thirteen cents ($7.13) shall be deposited with the Missouri 

Department of Revenue Crime Victims Compensation Fund and thirty-seven 

cents ($0.37) shall be deposited in the City's General Fund as allowed by State 

law. Also, one dollar ($1.00) shall be assessed for the Judge Education Fund 

surcharge in all cases. [Ord. No. 09-01-13 §1, 9-16-2013]    

2. Other costs, such as for the issuance of a warrant, a commitment or a 

summons, as provided before the Associate Circuit Judge in criminal 

prosecutions.   

3. Actual costs assessed against the City by the County Sheriff in criminal 

prosecutions.   

4. Mileage, in the same amount as provided to the Sheriff in criminal violations, 

for each mile and fraction thereof the officer must travel (both directions) in 

order to serve any warrant or commitment or order of this Court.       

Section 145.050.  Reimbursement of Costs For Alcohol and Drug-Related Offenses. [Ord. 

No. KK551 §2, 10-25-1994; Ord. No. KK671 §2, 8-23-1999; Ord. No. KK739 §2, 9-17-2001]   

A. Upon a plea of guilty, finding of guilty, plea bargain agreement or conviction for 

violation of and municipal ordinance regarding alcohol- or drug-related offenses, 

the Court may, in addition to imposition of any penalties provided by law, order the 

person to reimburse the law enforcement authorities for the cost associated with 

such arrest one hundred twenty-five dollars ($125.00).   
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B. Such costs shall include the reasonable cost of making the arrest, including the cost 

of any chemical tests to determine the alcohol or drug content of the person's blood 

and the cost of processing, charging, booking and holding such person in custody.   

C. All alcohol-related offenses shall include a twenty-five dollar ($25.00) fee to be 

deposited with Missouri Department of Revenue Spinal Cord Injury Fund.   

D. Law enforcement authorities may establish a schedule of such costs for submission 

to the Court, however, the Court may order the costs reduced if it determines that 

the schedule of costs is excessive given the circumstances of the case or for good 

cause shown.   

E. These fees shall be calculated as additional costs by the Municipal Court and shall 

be collected by the Court in the same manner as other costs and fees are collected 

and remitted to the City Treasurer.   

F. The City Treasurer shall retain these fees in a separate fund known as the 

"DWI/Drug Enforcement Fund". Monies within the DWI/Drug Enforcement Fund 

shall be appropriated by the City Council to law enforcement authorities from such 

fund in amounts equal to those costs so incurred and shall be specifically used to 

enhance and support the enforcement and prosecution of alcohol- and drug-related 

traffic laws within the City.     

Section 145.060.  Costs Assessed Against Prosecuting Witness. [Ord. No. KK551 §3, 10-25-

1994; Ord. No. KK671 §3, 8-23-1999; Ord. No. KK739 §3, 9-17-2001]  

The costs of any action may be assessed against the prosecuting witness and judgment be 

rendered against him that he pay the same and stand committed until paid in any case 

where it appears to the satisfaction of the Municipal Judge that the prosecution was 

commenced without probable cause and from malicious motives.   

Section 145.070.  Enforcement of Ordinances Including Issuance of Search Warrants. [Ord. 

No. KK690 §§1 ð 3, 5-15-2000]   

A. If entry onto the private property of a citizen of Lawson, Missouri, in an area 

thereof wherein there may be a constitutionally recognized expectation of privacy is 

required or allowed by any ordinance of the City, the City Officials so required or 

allowed shall, before said entry, secure consent of the owner or a search warrant 

from the Municipal Court upon a showing of probably cause and substantially in 

accordance with the Missouri Rules of Criminal Procedure for similar warrants.   

B. The Municipal Court upon good cause shown is also authorized to issue other 

appropriate orders to aid in the enforcement of the City's ordinances as may be 

allowed by law.   

C. Should any Section, clause or provision of this Section be declared invalid or 

unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, the same shall not effect the 

validity of the balance of the ordinance as a whole or any part thereof other than the 

part so declared to be invalid or unconstitutional.     
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Section 145.075.  Administrative Search Warrants. [Ord. No. KK705 §1, 10-16-2000]   

A. Search Warrant Defined ð Who May Issue, Execute.   

1. An administrative search warrant is a written order of the Municipal Judge 

commanding the search or inspection of any property, place or thing, and the 

seizure, photographing, copying or recording of property of physical 

conditions found thereon or therein, to determine or prove the existence of 

violations of any ordinance or Code Section of the City relating to the use, 

condition or occupancy of property or structures located within the City of 

Lawson, Missouri or to enforce the provisions of any such ordinance or Code 

Section.   

2. The Municipal Judge having original and exclusive jurisdiction to determine 

violations against the ordinances of the municipality may issue an 

administrative search warrant when:   

a. The property or place to be searched or inspected or the thing to be 

seized is located within the City of Lawson, Missouri at the time of the 

making of the application; and   

b. The owner or occupant of the property or place to be searched or 

inspected or the thing to be seized has refused to allow same after 

official request of the City of Lawson, Missouri.     

3. Any such warrant shall be directed to the Chief of Police or any other Police 

Officer of the City of Lawson, Missouri and shall be executed by the Chief of 

Police or said Police Officer within the City limits and not elsewhere.     

B. Who May Apply For Warrant ð Contents Of Application.   

1. Any Police Officer or an attorney of the City of Lawson, Missouri may make 

application to the Municipal Judge for the issuance of an administrative search 

warrant.   

2. The application shall:   

a. Be in writing;   

b. State the time and date of the making of the application;   

c. Identify the property or places to be entered, searched, inspected or 

seized in sufficient detail and particularity that the Officer executing the 

warrant can readily ascertain it;   

d. State that the owner or occupant of the property or places to be entered, 

searched, inspected or seized has been requested by the City of Lawson, 

Missouri to allow such action and has refused to allow such action;   

e. State facts sufficient to show probable cause for the issuance of a search 

warrant as provided in Subsection (3)(C) hereof, to:   
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(1) Search or inspect for violations of an ordinance or Code Section 

specified in the application; or   

(2) Show that entry or seizure is authorized and necessary to enforce 

an ordinance or Code Section specified in the application and that 

any required due process has been afforded prior to the entry or 

seizure;     

f. Be verified by the oath or affirmation of the applicant; and   

g. Be signed by the applicant and filed in the Municipal Court.     

3. Hearing and procedure ð contents of warrant ð execution and return.   

a. Hearing and procedure.   

(1) The municipal judge shall hold a non-adversary hearing to 

determine whether probable cause exists to inspect or search for 

violation of any City ordinance or Code Section or to enforce any 

such ordinance or Code Section.   

(2) In doing so the municipal judge shall determine whether the action 

to be taken by the City of Lawson, Missouri is reasonable in light 

of the facts stated. The Municipal Judge shall consider the goals 

for the ordinance or Code Section sought to be enforced and such 

other factors as may be appropriate, including but not limited to, 

the physical condition of the specified property, the age and nature 

of the property, the condition of the area in which the property is 

located, the known violation of any relevant City ordinance or 

Code Section and the passage of time since the property's last 

inspection. The standard for issuing a warrant need not be limited 

to actual knowledge of an existing violation of a City ordinance or 

Code Section.   

(3) If it appears from the application and any supporting affidavit that 

there is probable cause to inspect or search for violation of any 

City ordinance or Code Section or to enforce any such ordinance 

or Code Section, a search warrant shall immediately be issued.   

(4) The warrant shall issue in the form of an original and two (2) 

copies, and the application, any supporting affidavit and one (1) 

copy of the warrant as issued shall be retained in the records of the 

Municipal Court.     

b. Contents of search warrant. The search warrant shall:   

(1) Be in writing and in the name of the City;   

(2) Be directed to any Police Officer in the City of Lawson, Missouri;   

(3) State the time and date the warrant was issued;   
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(4) Identify the property or places to be searched, inspected or entered 

upon in sufficient detail and particularity that the officer executing 

the warrant can readily ascertain it;   

(5) Command that the described property or places be searched or 

entered upon, and that any evidence of any City ordinance 

violations found therein or thereon, or any property seized pursuant 

thereto, or a description of such property seized, be returned within 

ten (10) days after filing of the application to the Municipal Judge 

who issued the warrant, to be dealt with according to law; and   

(6) Be signed by the Judge with his/her title of office indicated.     

c. Execution and return.   

(1) A search warrant issued under this Section shall be executed only 

by a City of Lawson, Missouri Police Officer, provided however, 

that one (1) or more designated City Officials may accompany the 

Officer and the warrant shall be executed in the following manner:   

(a) The warrant shall be executed by conducting the search, 

inspection, entry or seizure as commanded and shall be 

executed as soon as practicable and in a reasonable manner.   

(b) The officer shall give the owner or occupant of the property 

searched, inspected or entered upon a copy of the warrant.   

(c) Itemized list of any property seized ð disposition.    

(i) If any property is seized incident to the search, the 

Officer shall give the person from whose possession it 

was taken, if the person is present, an itemized receipt 

for the property taken. If no such person is present, the 

Officer shall leave the receipt at the site of the search in 

a conspicuous place.    

(ii)  A copy of the itemized receipt of any property taken 

shall be delivered to an attorney for the City of Lawson, 

Missouri within two (2) working days of the search.    

(iii)  The disposition of property seized pursuant to a search 

warrant under this Section shall be in accordance with 

an applicable City ordinance or Code Section but in the 

absence of same, then with Section 542.301, RSMo.     

(d) The Officer may summon as many persons as he/she deems 

necessary to assist him/her in executing the warrant, and such 

persons shall not be held liable as a result of any illegality of 

the search and seizure.   

(e) An officer making a search pursuant to an invalid warrant, 

the invalidity of which is not apparent on its face may use 
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such force as he/she would be justified in using if the warrant 

were valid.   

(f) A search warrant shall expire if it is not executed and the 

required return made within ten (10) days after the date of the 

making of the application.     

(2) Search warrant ð return.   

(a) After execution of the search warrant, the warrant, with a 

return thereon signed by the Officer making the search, shall 

be delivered to the Municipal Court.   

(b) The return shall show the date and manner of execution and 

the name of the possessor and of the owner, when not the 

same person, if known, of the property or places searched or 

seized.   

(c) The return shall be accompanied by any photographs, copies 

or recordings made, and by any property seized, along with a 

copy of the itemized receipt of such property required by this 

Section; provided however, that seized property may be 

disposed of as provided herein, and in such a case a 

description of the property seized shall accompany the return.   

(d) The Court Clerk upon request shall deliver a copy of the 

return to the possessor and the owner, when not the same 

person of the property searched or seized.           

C. Warrant Invalid ð When. A search warrant shall be deemed invalid:   

1. If it was not issued by the Municipal Judge.   

2. If it was issued without a written application having been filed and verified;   

3. If it was issued without sufficient probable cause in light of the goals of the 

ordinance to be enforced and such other factors as provided in Subsection 

(B)(3)(b) hereof;   

4. If it was not issued with respect to property or places in the City of Lawson, 

Missouri.   

5. If it does not describe the property or places to be searched, inspected, entered 

upon or seized with sufficient certainty;   

6. If it is not signed by the judge who issued it; or   

7. If it was not executed and the required return made within ten (10) days after 

the date of the making of the application.       

Section 145.080.  Failure To Appear. [Ord. No. KK750B, 5-20-2002]   
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A. A person commits the offense of failure to appear in response to summons if he 

shall, without just cause or excuse, fail to appear in the Lawson Municipal Court 

when required to do so by a summons.   

B. Proof of not less than ten (10) days' written notice to the accused or proof of a 

signed promise to appear made by the accused at any time prior to the required 

appearance date and the absence of the accused on the date and at the time specified 

in the summons shall constitute prima facie evidence of violation of this Section.   

C. The burden is on the accused to inject the issue of just cause or excuse as an 

affirmative defense and to establish such defense by a preponderance of the 

evidence.   

D. A person convicted under this Section may be sentenced to pay a fine not to exceed 

five hundred dollars ($500.00) or to serve a period of imprisonment not to exceed 

thirty (30) days, or both.     

 

Chapter 150 

PARKS AND RECREATION  

  

ARTICLE I 

Generally  

Section 150.010.  Board Established; By-Laws Adopted. [Ord. No. KK268 §1, 6-8-1981]   

A. The Mayor of the City of Lawson, Missouri, is hereby authorized and directed to 

establish a Park and Recreation Board for the City of Lawson subject to the 

provisions under Sections 90.500 ð 90.570 Missouri State Statutes.   

B. The Park and Recreation Board shall make and adopt by-laws, rules and regulations 

for its own guidance and proceedings as may be expedient not inconsistent with the 

provisions of the proposed by-laws as stated in this Chapter.     

Section 150.020.  Name of The Board. [Ord. No. KK268 Art. I, 6-8-1981]  

This Board shall be called the Lawson, Missouri, Park and Recreation Board.   

Section 150.030.  Purpose of The Board. [Ord. No. KK268 Art. II, 6-8-1981]  

The purpose of the Lawson Park and Recreation Board is to provide for the leisure 

recreation opportunities and facilities for all residents of Lawson. They shall be vested 

with the power, duties and obligations necessary to accomplish this purpose. They shall 

be charged with full responsibility for the recreation programs and park facilities under 

their direction.   
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Section 150.040.  Membership. [Ord. No. KK268 Art. III, 6-8-1981]   

A. The membership of the Board shall be nine (9), of which three (3) shall be 

appointed each year by the Mayor. Board members shall hold office for three (3) 

years and until their successors are appointed.   

B. Board members shall be residents of the City of Lawson.   

C. No members of the municipal government of the City of Lawson shall be a member 

of the Park and Recreation Board.   

D. The Mayor may, by and with the consent of the Board, remove any member of the 

Park and Recreation Board for misconduct or neglect of duty.   

E. Vacancies occasioned by removal, resignation or otherwise, shall be reported to the 

Board, and shall be filled in like manner as original appointments, except that the 

term of office is restricted to the unexpired term of office. No member of the Park 

and Recreation Board shall receive compensation as such.     

Section 150.050.  Officers. [Ord. No. KK268 Art. IV, 6-8-1981]   

A. The officers of this Board shall be a President, a Vice-President, a Secretary and a 

Treasurer. The officers shall be elected at the organization meeting in June to serve 

for one (1) year or until a successor shall be elected and qualified.   

B. The Park and Recreation Board shall make and adopt by-laws, rules and regulations 

for its own guidance and proceedings as may be expedient not inconsistent with this 

Chapter approved June 8,1981, by the Board of Aldermen of Lawson, Missouri.     

Section 150.060.  Meetings. [Ord. No. KK268 Art. V, 6-8-1981]   

A. Regular meetings shall be held the second (2nd) Monday of each month during the 

year unless otherwise agreed upon by the Board.   

B. Special meetings may be called by the President or on the written request of at least 

two (2) members.   

C. All regular meetings are to be held at Lawson Community Center.   

D. The meetings shall convene at 7:30 P.M. unless otherwise agreed.   

E. The first regular meeting in June of each year shall be called the organizational 

meeting. The purpose of this meeting shall be the election and installation of 

officers, the presentation of the annual report, reviewing the inventory report, and 

other business that may need to come before such meetings.   

F. Five (5) members shall constitute a quorum at any regular or special meeting.   

G. All meetings are open to the public.   

H. Meetings shall be conducted in accordance with procedures prescribed in the by-

laws and decisions reached only after full consideration and debate on the issue in 

question.   
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I. The following shall be the order of business of the Park and Recreation Board but 

the Rules of Order may be suspended and any matters considered or postponed by 

action of the Board.  

I. Order of Business.   

1. Call to order.   

2. Roll call.   

3. Consideration of minutes of last regular meeting and of any special meetings 

held subsequently and their approval or amendment.   

4. Reports of officers.   

5. Reports of standing committees.   

6. Reports of special committees.   

7. Unfinished business.   

8. Petitions and communications.   

9. New business.       

Section 150.070.  Duties and Responsibilities of The Board. [Ord. No. KK268 Art. VI, 6-8-

1981]   

A. General Duties and Responsibilities.   

1. Be responsible for the improvement, supervision, care and custody of the 

parks.   

2. Appoint all employees and determine their duties, functions, and salaries.   

3. Select a recreation executive or Director if appropriate and determine the 

scope of his powers and duties.   

4. Interpret the recreation and park services of the department to the community 

and interpret the needs and desires of the community to the Board of 

Aldermen.   

5. Determine and establish the general policies to be followed in carrying out the 

purpose for which the Board was established.   

6. Periodically evaluate:   

a. The progress of acquisition and development programs.   

b. The effectiveness of recreation programs.   

c. The level of maintenance of park areas.   

d. The work of employees responsible to the Board.     
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7. Aid in coordinating the recreation services and programs of other agencies, 

both public and private, providing recreation in the community.   

8. Accept or reject after due consideration all private donations in any form in 

accordance with that which the Board believes is in the best interest of the 

citizens of the City of Lawson.     

B. Financial Duties and Responsibilities.   

1. The Board shall prepare and present to the Board of Aldermen an annual 

budget sufficient to finance the program of Recreation and Parks the Board 

feels is necessary for the welfare of the residents of the City of Lawson. The 

budget shall be submitted to the Board of Aldermen at the time designated by 

the Board to hear the requests.   

2. The Board shall annually recommend to the Board of Aldermen a budget for 

capital improvements (acquisition and development) in accordance with the 

Master Plan for Parks and Recreation for the City, and request an allocation 

from the General Fund sufficient to provide for these needs as planned.   

3. The Board shall have exclusive control of the expenditures of all monies 

collected and deposited to the credit of the Park Fund. All monies received by 

the Board shall be deposited in a separate account to the credit of the Lawson 

Park and Recreation Board and shall be kept separate and apart from all other 

monies and accounts of the City of Lawson, Missouri. It shall be drawn upon 

by the proper officers of the Park and Recreation Board with properly 

authenticated vouchers.     

C. Planning Duties and Responsibilities.   

1. Prepare a master plan for the acquisition and development of an adequate 

system of parks, facilities and recreation programs for the residents of the City 

of Lawson.   

2. Investigate and determine the needs and interests of the community for 

recreation facilities and programs and provide a recreation program to meet 

these needs.       

Section 150.080.  Duties of Officers. [Ord. No. KK268 Art. VII, 6-8-1981]   

A. President.   

1. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Board. The President shall 

appoint all committees, represent the Board at public affairs and shall 

maintain the dignity and efficiency of the Board in all possible ways. He shall 

perform the other duties ordinarily performed by that office.   

2. The President shall present to the Board of Aldermen the Board's annual 

report at the first Board meeting in May of each year as outlined in this 

Chapter.   



 Title IV Attachment 1:38 Supp. #3, 10/13 

3. The President shall sign all vouchers approved for payment by the Board.   

4. The President of the Board shall present to the Board of Aldermen an annual 

report. Such report shall be presented at the first Board Meeting of May of 

each year, and shall consist of:   

a. The condition of their trust as of the first day of May of that year.   

b. The various sums of money received by the Park and Recreations Fund, 

and any other sources.   

c. The sums of money expended by the Board and for what purposes.   

d. The results of annual audit of the income and expenses of the Park 

Board funds, performed by a certified public accountant.   

e. All such portions of said report as related to the receipt and expenditure 

of money shall be verified with affidavits.     

5. The President shall prepare or cause to be prepared a manual for each member 

of the Board including the following information.   

a. A copy of the enabling legislation under which the Board operates.   

b. Copy of ordinance authorizing the Park and Recreation Board.   

c. By-laws of the Board.   

d. List of fees and charges used by the department.   

e. Copy of last years expenses.   

f. Copy of current annual budget.   

g. Site plans of each park area owned and operated by the City and a list of 

their facilities and equipment.   

h. Salary schedules for employees.   

i. Copy of last annual report.   

j. Agreements in writing for use of any area or facility not owned by the 

City.   

k. Other reports that may be submitted to the Board.   

l. Any other information helpful in acquainting new Board members of the 

procedures and operation of the Park Board.       

B. Vice-President. The Vice-President of the Board in the absence of the President 

shall perform all the duties of the President. In absence of both the President and 

Vice-President, the Board shall elect a temporary president pro tempore who shall 

perform the duties of the President. The Vice-President shall be charged with the 

responsibility to see that all standing and temporary committees function as planned 

by the Board.   
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C. Secretary. The Secretary shall perform the usual duties pertaining to the office. The 

Secretary shall keep or cause to be kept a full and true permanent record of all 

meetings of the Board. This includes regular and special meetings plus reports of 

standing committees and shall be the custodian of all documents committed to his 

care. The Secretary shall issue or cause to be issued notices of regular and special 

meetings.   

D. Treasurer.   

1. The Treasurer shall keep or cause to be kept a complete and accurate record of 

all receipts and expenditures of park funds.   

2. The Treasurer shall make a financial report at each regular meeting, showing 

income and expenses for the month.   

3. The Treasurer shall make all deposits to the credit of the Park Fund, City 

Treasurer, Lawson, Missouri, keeping one (1) deposit slip and furnish a 

duplicate to the City Treasurer.   

4. The Treasurer shall present to the Board at the regular monthly meeting 

unpaid bills. After the Board authorizes bills to be paid the Treasurer shall 

issue authenticated vouchers signed by the Treasurer and President, to the 

proper officers of the Town of Lawson for payment.   

5. The Treasurer shall be chairman of the standing committee on finance.       

Section 150.090.  Committees. [Ord. No. KK268 Art. VIII, 6-8-1981]   

A. Standing Committees. There shall be three (3) Standing Committees.   

1. Committee on finance.   

2. Committee on buildings, grounds, and equipment.   

3. Committee on programs.     

B. Appointment of Committees. The Standing Committees shall be appointed by the 

President of the Board at the annual meeting or as soon thereafter as possible, and 

serve until their successors are appointed and qualified.   

C. Personnel of Committees. Each Committee shall consist of not less than two (2) 

members of the Board with the Chairman of the Committees.   

D. Committee Reports. A record of the actions of each Committee shall be kept by the 

Chairman of the said committee and shall be reported in writing to the Board at its 

next meeting for action by the Board.   

E. Duties of Committee on Finance.   

1. This Committee is responsible to the Board for complete and accurate records 

required to comply with this Chapter as it deals with finance.   
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2. The Committee shall recommend fees and charges to be used, and shall be 

responsible for the preparation of the annual budget for consideration by the 

Board.   

3. The Treasurer shall be a member of this Committee.     

F. Duties of Committee on Buildings, Grounds and Equipment.   

1. This Committee shall exercise supervision over the care and control of all 

buildings, grounds and equipment, within the park system.   

2. The Committee shall investigate and determine the need for new facilities and 

equipment or renovation of existing buildings and equipment and for 

expansion and improvement.   

3. This Committee shall prepare a master plan for acquisition and development 

of park areas, and make the best possible use of all land under the control of 

the Board. Landscaping and beautification shall also be charged to this 

Committee. Parking lots, location of new facilities, etc. shall be finalized by 

this Committee for Board action.     

G. Duties of the Committee on Programs. This Committee shall exercise supervision 

over all recreation programs within the park system. They shall also plan a program 

of recreation based on the expressed needs and interests of the community residents 

and recommend to the Board those programs which they feel should be 

implemented within the available finances and facilities of the Board. This 

Committee shall work closely with the Finance Committee on program fees and 

charges to insure sufficient financing within the total park and recreation budget.     

Section 150.100.  Amendments. [Ord. No. KK268 Art. IX, 6-8-1981]  

These by-laws may be amended at any regular meeting of the Board by a majority vote of 

the entire Board, provided previous notice of the nature of any proposed amendment shall 

have been given at least one regular meeting before the action thereon shall be taken.     

ARTICLE II  

Lawson Community Center 2  

Section 150.103.  Definitions. [Ord. No. 01-1-11 §2, 1-18-2011]  

As used in this Article, the following terms shall have these prescribed meanings:   

COMMUNITY CENTER EQUIPMENT ð The equipment listed specifically on the pre-

event inspection checklist, which is provided by the City as a component of the use of the 

Community Center; including, but not limited to, kitchen appliances, serving- and 

tableware, chairs, and tables.    

                                                           

2.  Editor's Note: Former Art. II, Lawson Civic Center, as adopted and amended by Ord. No. KK614 §§1ð4, 6-16-1997; Ord. 

No. KK628 §§1ð2, 8-18-1997; Ord. No. KK642 §1, 9-21-1998, was repealed by Ord. No. 01-1-11 §1, adopted 1-18-2011.  
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DESIGNATED RESPONSIBLE PARTY ð A Lawson area resident, who is twenty-one 

(21) years of age or older, who will be the single point of contact for the City of Lawson 

for the planning of, and for the duration of, an event held at the Lawson Community 

Center.    

LAWSON AREA RESIDENT ð For persons, means a person whose residence is within 

the boundaries of the Lawson R-XIV School District; and for entities, means an entity 

located within the City limits of Lawson. Sufficient proof of residency shall include, but 

shall not be limited to, a tax receipt showing payment of property taxes to the Lawson R-

XIV School District for the immediately preceding tax year.    

Section 150.105.  Availability of Facilities. [Ord. No. 01-1-11 §2, 1-18-2011]   

A. Hours Of Operation. The hours of operation of the Lawson Community Center are 

between 8:30 A.M. and 11:00 P.M., Sunday through Thursday, and between 8:30 

A.M. and 12:00 Midnight Fridays and Saturdays.   

B. Dates And Times Unavailable.   

1. During regular meetings of the Lawson Board of Aldermen (after 5:00 P.M. 

on the third Monday of each month).   

2. During special meetings of the Lawson Board of Aldermen (as called from 

time to time by the Board of Aldermen).   

3. During regularly scheduled sessions of the Lawson Municipal Court.   

4. During regularly scheduled meetings of the Lawson Park Board, Lawson 

Planning and Zoning Commission, and the Lawson Board of Adjustment.     

C. Emergency Cancellations. The City will not cancel an event unless in the case of 

emergency, or the building is in a condition unsuitable for public use, or if it is in 

the best interest of the community's health, safety, or welfare.     

Section 150.110.  Reservations. [Ord. No. 01-1-11 §2, 1-18-2011]   

A. General.   

1. All reservations of the Lawson Community Center shall be subject to 

availability on a first-come, first-served basis.   

2. Reservations must be made by the designated responsible party for the event.     

B. Tentative Reservations.   

1. Tentative reservations may be made by the designated responsible party in 

person or by telephone, provided that for any telephone reservations, the 

designated responsible party must speak to a City employee; voice mail 

messages are not sufficient to create a tentative reservation.   

2. Tentative reservations will be valid for one (1) full business day after the date 

a tentative reservation is made (example: a tentative reservation made at any 
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time during regular business hours on Friday will be valid until the end of the 

next business day, which is normally Monday, or would be Tuesday if the 

following Monday is a holiday).   

3. Tentative reservations are designed to allow a designated responsible party the 

opportunity to complete the information necessary to make a formal 

reservation. If the tentative reservation expires before a formal reservation is 

completed, the City will no longer hold the time and date requested by the 

tentative reservation. In the event that another applicant requests use of the 

Community Center for an overlapping date and time during the pendency of a 

tentative reservation, the latter applicant will be given the opportunity to 

formalize his or her reservation upon the expiration of the immediately 

preceding tentative reservation. In this circumstance, the prior applicant may 

request a second tentative reservation, but availability of the Community 

Center will be subject to whether the second applicant's tentative reservation 

is formalized.   

4. A tentative reservation is not required to reserve use of the Community 

Center. A designated responsible party may make a formal reservation to use 

the Community Center in accordance with Subsection C of this Section.     

C. Formal Reservations.   

1. Formal reservations for use of the Community Center must be made in person, 

or delivered in writing, at Lawson City Hall within one (1) business day after 

a tentative reservation has been made in accordance with Subsection B of this 

Section, if applicable.   

2. Formal reservations are subject to availability of the Community Center and 

any pending, unexpired tentative reservations.   

3. Completion of a formal reservation requires the following:   

a. The designated responsible party must file a signed rental application 

with City staff; and   

b. The designated responsible party must pay the applicable security 

deposit, as set forth in Section 150.115; and   

c. The designated responsible party must submit a signed rental agreement 

to the City staff within one (1) business day after filing the rental 

application.       

D. Time For Making Reservations.   

1. Tentative or formal reservations must be made during regular business hours 

at Lawson City Hall.   

2. Reservations may be made up to six (6) months in advance of the date of the 

proposed event.   
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3. Reservations shall be made not later than two (2) business days prior to the 

date of the proposed event.   

4. The City Administrator, in his or her sole discretion, shall have the authority 

to waive or modify the requirements of this Subsection.     

E. Recurring Reservations.   

1. The designated responsible party may make a recurring reservation at the time 

the tentative and/or formal reservation is made.   

2. Recurring reservations may be made up to six (6) months in advance.   

3. Recurring reservations are subject to availability of the Community Center in 

accordance with this Article.   

4. Persons or entities who use the Community Center free of charge in 

accordance with Section 150.115(G) may not reserve the Community Center 

for more than twelve (12) dates per year; however, this Section is not intended 

to prohibit such person or entity from using the Community Center if it is not 

otherwise being used by a person or entity who has paid for use of the 

Community Center on the desired date at the desired time.     

F. Cancellation Of Reservations.   

1. The designated responsible party requesting a cancellation of reservation for 

use of the Community Center must do so at least twenty-four (24) hours prior 

to the beginning of the scheduled event.   

2. The designated responsible party shall provide notice of the cancellation by 

telephone or in person at City Hall. Cancellations made by telephone must be 

made by speaking with a City employee working at City Hall; voicemail 

cancellations will not be accepted. Cancellations made in person must be 

communicated to a City employee working behind the counter at City Hall.   

3. Cancellations made less than twenty-four (24) hours prior will result in the 

forfeiture of the security deposit made in conjunction with the event.   

4. The City Administrator, in his or her sole discretion, may make exceptions to 

this policy on a case-by-case basis in the event of very severe weather or other 

unusual or emergency situations.       

Section 150.115.  Rates For Use of Facilities. [Ord. No. 01-1-11 §2, 1-18-2011]   

A. Rental rates and the security deposit for use of the Community Center shall be as 

follows:   

1. Security deposit: Fifty dollars ($50.00).   

2. Rental rate: Twenty-five dollars ($25.00) first hour; ten dollars ($10.00) per 

hour after the first,     
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B. Rates For Time In Excess Of Scheduled Event. The time of the event as listed on the 

rental agreement shall be strictly enforced. If an event exceeds the time provided in 

the rental agreement, the additional time will be charged according to the applicable 

hourly rates for use of the Community Center for the additional time. If an event 

exceeds the time provided in the rental agreement and the additional time overlaps 

the time of another renter's event, the additional time will be charged at two (2) 

times the applicable first-hour rate for use of the Community Center for the 

additional time. The rental agreement shall provide for the designated responsible 

party's authorization of these additional charges which, if incurred, shall be 

subtracted from the security deposit, and any shortfall shall be billed to the 

designated responsible party.   

C. No Fractional Hours. The hours of any event shall not be prorated (i.e., there shall 

be no fractional hours). If an event runs longer than planned, the additional time 

shall be billed for time rounded up to the next full hour, in addition to any penalty 

that may be applicable pursuant to Subsection (B) above.   

D. Form Of Payment. All payments made pursuant to this Section shall be in the form 

of cash, cashier's check, money order, or personal check; provided that positive 

identification is provided for each personal check tendered.   

E. Time Of Payment.   

1. Payment of the applicable security deposit shall be made at the time the 

designated responsible party submits the signed rental application to a City 

employee at City Hall.   

2. Payment of the applicable rental rates shall be made immediately prior to the 

pre-event inspection.   

3. Upon payment of the applicable rental rate and completion of the pre-event 

inspection checklist described in Section 150.120, the City representative will 

provide the designated responsible party with a key for access to the 

Community Center.     

F. Status Of Security Deposit. All security deposits collected to secure Community 

Center rental reservations are normally deposited in City bank accounts on the date 

received. Security deposits will not be held separately for eventual return to the 

responsible party. Refunded security deposits will always be in the form of a City 

check made payable to the responsible party and will normally be made within ten 

(10) business days following the rental period.   

G. Waiver Or Discount Of Rental Rate Or Security Deposit.   

1. Any requests for waiver or discount of the rental rate and/or security deposit 

shall be made, in writing, to the Park Board not less than two (2) days prior to 

the Park Board's regularly scheduled meeting which precedes the proposed 

event by at least seven (7) calendar days. Requests for waiver or discount shall 

be in the form of a request for Park Board sponsorship of the proposed event.   
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2. "Sponsorship" as used in the context of this Subsection (G) means support of 

a majority of a quorum of the Park Board present to consider the request for a 

waiver or discount of rental rate or security deposit, and shall not function as a 

pledge of funds for the proposed event.   

3. The designated responsible party shall appear in person before the Park Board 

to present its request for waiver or discount of the rental rate or security 

deposit.   

4. The Park Board is authorized to approve, disapprove, or approve with 

conditions any request for waiver or discount of rental rate or security deposit 

timely filed in accordance with this Subsection (G). The Park Board shall 

deny any requests not timely filed in accordance with this Subsection (G).   

5. The Park Board shall use the following standards for determining whether to 

approve, disapprove, or approve with conditions a request for waiver or 

discount of rental rate and/or security deposit:   

a. It is in the best interest of the City to provide a place for senior citizens 

to gather to participate in organized activities to promote a healthy and 

active lifestyle and to recognize and honor the lifelong contributions to 

the community of the City's senior citizens; therefore, the Board of 

Aldermen encourages Park Board sponsorship through the waiver or 

discount of rental rate and/or security deposit for organized senior 

services activities.   

b. It is in the best interest of the City to provide a place for events having 

the purpose of raising funds for community-based organizations which 

foster the development of civic, service, and artistic character for the 

youth of this community, which organizations include, but are not 

limited to, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 4-H, organized children's sports 

teams, youth band and choir, and other similar organizations; therefore, 

the Board of Aldermen encourages Park Board sponsorship through the 

waiver or discount of rental rate and/or security deposit for fund-raising 

events for community-based organizations as described herein.   

c. It is in the best interest of the City to provide a place for events having 

humanitarian purposes and that tend to promote community closeness, 

such as fund-raising, increasing the awareness of, or providing a forum 

for, the practice of such humanitarian acts, including, but not limited to, 

blood drives, organ donor drives, marrow donor drives, cancer 

awareness events or similar events; therefore, the Board of Aldermen 

encourages Park Board sponsorship through the waiver or discount of 

rental rate and/or security deposit for humanitarian events as described 

herein.   

d. In the event that a party is aggrieved by the Park Board's decision 

regarding a request for waiver or discount of rental rate and/or security 

deposit, the designated responsible party (or, on behalf of the City, the 
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Mayor, an individual Alderman, or the City Administrator), may appeal 

such decision to the Board of Aldermen at its next regularly scheduled 

meeting. Such appeals must be filed in writing at City Hall and shall be 

filed within three (3) business days after the day the Park Board's 

decision was rendered. The Board of Aldermen's decision upon such 

review shall be final. The appeal may be made after the date of the 

proposed event; provided that the designated responsible party paid the 

applicable fees under protest and held the event despite the Park Board's 

disapproval of the request for waiver or discount of rental rate and/or 

security deposit.       

H. Rates Subject To Increase By Board Of Aldermen. Income and expense information 

for operation of the Community Center will be reviewed annually during the budget 

preparation process to determine if adjustments to the rental rates are necessary. In 

the event that the Board of Aldermen legislatively changes the rental rates six (6) or 

more weeks prior to the date of a formally reserved event, the City shall have the 

option to apply the revised rates to the event.     

Section 150.120.  Facilities inspections. [Ord. No. 01-1-11 §2, 1-18-2011]   

A. Pre-event inspection checklist. At the time the designated responsible party is 

provided a key for access to the rental space, he or she will be provided a pre-event 

inspection checklist for use in determining the existing condition of the rental space 

and associated Community Center equipment or fixtures. The pre-event inspection 

checklist shall be completed by the designated responsible party, who shall note any 

discrepancies in the material condition of the rental space, fixtures, or Community 

Center equipment. A City representative will cosign the pre-event inspection 

checklist to verify the existing conditions in the rental space at the time of rental.   

B. Post-event inspection checklist. At the conclusion of the event, following all 

required cleanup, the designated responsible party will reinspect the rental space 

jointly with a City representative to note any new discrepancies in the material 

condition of the space, fixtures or Community Center equipment. The responsible 

party will be required to cosign the post-event inspection checklist and is 

accountable for any new damage noted on this report. Direct and indirect costs for 

additional cleaning or repairs will be deducted from the appropriate security 

deposit. In the event that the cost of repairs and/or labor charges for such repairs 

needed to put the facilities back to their previous condition exceed the amount of 

the security deposit, the difference (shortfall) will be billed to the designated 

responsible party. The City Administrator, in his or her sole discretion, shall 

determine deductions made from security deposits, if any.     

Section 150.125.  Duration of Event; Access By City Employees. [Ord. No. 01-1-11 §2, 1-18-

2011]   

A. The duration of the rental period for the event shall include both setup and cleanup 

time.   
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B. The designated responsible party shall be present at the Community Center for the 

entire duration of the event, and shall make himself or herself available by mobile 

phone or in person for any communication with City employees deemed necessary 

by such City employees in the circumstances.   

C. The designated responsible party shall permit City employees, including but not 

limited to, officers of the Lawson Police Department, to be present in the facilities 

at all times for the duration of the event, to the extent deemed necessary by such 

City employees in the circumstances.     

Section 150.130.  Facility Use Restrictions. [Ord. No. 01-1-11 §2, 1-18-2011]   

A. The Community Center may be used for private parties, meetings, and other events, 

as well as activities open to the general public in accordance with the availability 

restrictions provided in Section 150.105.   

B. No smoking, use of tobacco, illegal substances, or alcoholic beverages of any kind 

are permitted in the Community Center at any time.   

C. Storage of personal items pertaining to the event is not permitted. Items left in the 

Community Center after the event has concluded will be disposed of immediately.   

D. Use of the facility for the duration of the event shall not be denied by the designated 

responsible party on the basis of race, religion, color, or national origin.   

E. Decorations.   

1. Decorations are allowed on tables, chairs, floors, ceilings, and windows.   

2. Decorations shall not be placed, mounted, or hung on the walls unless 

approved by the City Administrator. No nails, screws, staples, or tacks may be 

used to fasten decorations to the tables, chairs, floors, ceiling, or windows.   

3. If attaching decorations to the ceiling, decorations may only be attached to the 

metal ceiling tile frames and not to the ceiling tiles. No tacks or staples shall 

be used in the ceiling tiles. The designated responsible party shall provide his 

or her own ladder. Do not stand on tables or chairs.   

4. Only masking tape can be used; all other tapes are prohibited.   

5. No open-flame candles are permitted, except candles lit for five (5) minutes or 

less as decorations on a birthday cake are permitted. Battery-powered lights 

designed to look like candles are permitted.         

ARTICLE III  

Lawson Ball Complex  

Section 150.150.  User Fees. [Ord. No. KK840 §§1 ð 3, 3-21-2005]   

A. Any individual participating in the ball program through the Lawson Baseball 

Association that is not a resident in the legal City limits of the City of Lawson, 

Missouri, must pay a five dollar ($5.00) user fee charge.   
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B. The user fee charge is deemed necessary by the City of Lawson, Missouri, for the 

upkeep and maintenance of the Lawson Ball Complex.   

C. Any individual failing to pay the User Fee Charge will not be allowed to participate 

in the Ball Program.      

ARTICLE IV 

Park Regulations  

Section 150.160.  Prohibiting Skateboards, Roller Blades or Roller Skates in City Park. 
[Ord. No. KK857, 9-19-2005]  

It shall be unlawful for any person to ride or use a skateboard, roller blades or roller 

skates in the City park.     

ARTICLE V 

Cardinal Complex  

Section 150.170.  User Fee Schedule. [Ord. No. 03-2-12 §1, 3-19-2012]   

A. The following user fee schedule is established for the Cardinal Complex:   

1. Practice facility: Two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) per team per calendar 

year, lights not included.   

2. Games: Twenty dollars ($20.00) per hour per field, lights not included.   

3. Tournament: Two hundred dollars ($200.00) for one (1) day; three hundred 

fifty dollars ($350.00) for two (2) days; four hundred dollars ($400.00) for 

three (3) days; use of all five (5) fields, lights, not included.   

4. Lights: Seven dollars ($7.00) per hour per field for fields 1 through 4; ten 

dollars ($10.00) per hour for field 5.       

Section 150.180.  Approval of Use By Park Board; User Fees Required Prior To Use. [Ord. 

No. 03-2-12 §2, 3-19-2012]  

All use of the Cardinal Complex as a practice facility, for games or for tournaments must 

be approved by the Lawson Park Board. All user fees must be paid prior to use of the 

Cardinal Complex unless other arrangements are approved by the Lawson Park Board.   

Section 150.190.  Hours of Use. [Ord. No. 03-2-12 §3, 3-19-2012]  

All activities must be completed and the facility vacated before the Cardinal Complex 

closes at 10:00 P.M. The 10:00 P.M. closing time may be extended with special 

permission from the Lawson Park Board and the City Administrator.     

 

Chapter 155 

POLICE  
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Section 155.010.                Mayor To Appoint Chief of Police.                

The Mayor, by and with the advice and consent of the Board of Aldermen, shall appoint a 

Chief of Police.                           

Section 155.020.                Term of Chief and Compensation.               [Ord. No. KK174 §2, 1-

26-1971]                

The Board of Aldermen sets the term of office and salary of the Chief of Police.                   

 

Chapter 160 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR  

              

Section 160.010.                Office of City Administrator.               [Ord. No. KK378 §1, 12-12-

1988; Ord. No. KK465 §1, 6-24-1992]                

There is hereby created and established the office of City Administrator for the City of 

Lawson, Missouri.                           

Section 160.020.                Appointment and Tenure.               [Ord. No. KK378 §2, 12-12-

1988; Ord. No. KK465 §2, 6-24-1992]                

A qualified person shall be appointed City Administrator for the City of Lawson, 

Missouri, by the Mayor; such appointment shall be approved by a majority of the full 

Board of Aldermen. The person so appointed shall serve for an indefinite term.                           

Section 160.030.                Qualifications.               [Ord. No. KK378 §3, 12-12-1988; Ord. No. 

KK465 §3, 6-24-1992]                

The person appointed to the office of City Administrator shall be at least twenty-five (25) 

years of age at the time of the effective date of such appointment; and shall be a graduate 

of an accredited university or college, majoring in public or municipal administration or 

shall have equivalent qualifications and experience in financial, administrator and/or 

public relations fields.                           

Section 160.040.                Bond.               [Ord. No. KK378 §4, 12-12-1988; Ord. No. KK465 

§4, 6-24-1992]                

The City Administrator, before entering upon the duties of his office, shall file with the 

City a bond in the amount of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00); such bond shall be 

approved by the Board of Aldermen and such bond shall insure the City of Lawson, 
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Missouri, for the faithful and honest performance of the duties of the City Administrator 

of the City of Lawson, Missouri, and for rendering a full and proper account to the City 

of Lawson, Missouri, for funds and property which shall come into the possession or 

control of the City Administrator. The cost of such bond shall be paid by the City of 

Lawson, Missouri; however, should the City Administrator be covered by a blanket bond 

to the same extent, such individual bond shall not be required.                           

Section 160.050.                Compensation.               [Ord. No. KK378 §5, 12-12-1988; Ord. No. 

KK465 §5, 6-24-1992]                

The City Administrator shall receive such compensation as may be determined from time 

to time by the Board of Aldermen and such compensation shall be payable semi-monthly.                           

Section 160.060.                Removal of City Administrator.               [Ord. No. KK378 §6, 12-

12-1988; Ord. No. KK465 §6, 6-24-1992]                

The City Administrator shall serve at the pleasure of the appointing authority. The 

Mayor, with the consent of a majority of the full Board of Aldermen, may remove the 

City Administrator from office at will and such City Administrator may also be removed 

by a three-fourths (¾) vote of the full Board of Aldermen independently of the Mayor's 

approval or disapproval.                           

Section 160.070.                Duties.               [Ord. No. KK378 §7, 12-12-1988; Ord. No. KK465 

§7, 6-24-1992; Ord. No. KK659 §1, 6-21-1999]                                                          

A. Administrative Office. The City Administrator shall be the chief administrative 

assistant to the Mayor and as such shall be the administrative officer of the City 

government. Except as otherwise specified by ordinance or by the law of the State 

of Missouri, the City Administrator shall coordinate and generally supervise the 

operation of all departments of the City of Lawson, Missouri.                                                            

B. Purchasing. The City Administrator shall be the Purchasing Agent for the City of 

Lawson, Missouri, and all purchases amounting to less than two thousand dollars 

($2,000.00) shall be made under his direction and supervision and all such 

purchases shall be made in accordance with purchasing rules and procedures 

approved by the Board of Aldermen.                                                            

C. Budget. The City Administrator shall be the Budget Officer of the City of Lawson, 

Missouri, and shall assemble estimates of the financial needs and resources of the 

City for each ensuing year and shall prepare a program of activities within the 

financial power of the City, embodying in it a budget document with proper 

supporting schedules and analysis to be proposed to the Mayor and Board of 

Aldermen for their final approval.                                                            

D. Financial Reports. The City Administrator shall make monthly reports to the Mayor 

and Board of Aldermen relative to the financial condition of the City. Such reports 

shall show the financial condition of the City in relation to the budget.                                                            
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E. Annual Report. The City Administrator shall prepare and present to the Mayor and 

Board of Aldermen an annual report of the City's affairs, including in such report a 

summary of reports of department heads and such other reports as the Mayor and 

Board of Aldermen may require.                                                            

F. Personnel System. The City Administrator shall act as the Personnel Officer of the 

City and shall recommend an appropriate position classification system and pay 

plan to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen. The City Administrator, after 

consultation with department heads, shall approve advancements and appropriate 

pay increases within the approved pay plans and position classification system. The 

City Administrator shall have the power to appoint and remove (in accordance with 

Personnel System regulations approved by the Board of Aldermen) all subordinate 

employees of the City of Lawson, Missouri. The City Administrator shall make 

recommendations of appointment and removal of department heads.                                                            

G. Policy Formulation. The City Administrator shall recommend to the Mayor and 

Board of Aldermen adoption of such measures as he may deem necessary or 

expedient for the health, safety or welfare of the City or for the improvement of 

administrative services for the City.                                                            

H. Board Of Aldermen Agenda. The City Administrator shall submit to the Mayor and 

Board of Aldermen a proposed agenda for each Board of Aldermen meeting at least 

forty-eight (48) hours before the time of the regular Board meeting.                                                            

I. Boards And Commissions And Committees. The City Administrator shall work with 

all City boards, commissions and committees to help coordinate the work of each.                                                            

J. Attend Board Of Aldermen Meetings. The City Administrator shall attend all 

meetings of the Board of Aldermen.                                                            

K. Bid Specifications. The City Administrator shall supervise the preparation of all bid 

specifications for services and equipment and receive sealed bids for presentation to 

the Board of Aldermen.                                                            

L. State And Federal Aid Programs. The City Administrator shall coordinate Federal 

and State programs which may have application to the City of Lawson, Missouri.                                                            

M. Conference Attendance. The City Administrator shall attend State and regional 

conferences and programs applicable to his office and the business of the City of 

Lawson, Missouri, whenever such attendance is directed and approved by the Board 

of Aldermen and Mayor.                                                            

N. Press Releases. The City Administrator shall be responsible for keeping the public 

informed in the purposes and methods of City Government through all available 

news media.                                                            

O. Recordkeeping. The City Administrator shall keep full and accurate records of all 

actions taken by him in the course of his duties and he shall safely and properly 

keep all records and papers belonging to the City of Lawson, Missouri, and 

entrusted to his care; all such records shall be and remain the property of the City of 



 Title IV Attachment 1:52 Supp. #3, 10/13 

Lawson, Missouri, and be open to inspection by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 

at all times.                                                            

P. Miscellaneous. In addition to the foregoing duties, the City Administrator shall 

perform any and all other duties or functions prescribed by the Mayor and Board of 

Aldermen.                                                               

Section 160.080.                Powers.               [Ord. No. KK378 §8, 12-12-1988; Ord. No. KK465 

§8, 6-24-1992; Ord. No. KK592 §1, 6-17-1996]                                                          

A. City Property. The City Administrator shall have responsibility for all real and 

personal property of the City of Lawson, Missouri. He shall have responsibility for 

all inventories of such property and for the upkeep of all such property. Personal 

property may be sold by the City Administrator only with approval of the Mayor 

and Board of Aldermen. Real property may be sold only with the approval of the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen by resolution or ordinance.                                                            

B. Set Administrative Policies. The City Administrator shall have the power to 

recommend such rules and regulations as he shall deem necessary or expedient for 

the conduct of administrative agencies subject to his authority and he shall have the 

power to recommend the revocation, suspension or amendment of any rule or 

regulation of the administrative service to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen.                                                            

C. Coordinate Departments. The City Administrator shall have the power to 

coordinate the work of all the departments of the City and, at times of an 

emergency, shall have authority to assign the employees of the City to any 

department where they are needed for the most effective discharge of the functions 

of City Government.                                                            

D. Investigate And Report. The City Administrator shall have the power to investigate 

and to examine or inquire into the affairs or operation of any department of the City 

under his jurisdiction and shall report on any condition or fact concerning the City 

Government requested by the Mayor or Board of Aldermen.                                                            

E. Coordinate Officials. The City Administrator shall have the power to overrule any 

action taken by a department head and may supersede him in the functions of his 

office.                                                            

F. Appear Before The Mayor And Board Of Aldermen. The City Administrator shall 

have the power to appear before and address the Mayor and Board of Aldermen at 

any meeting.                                                            

G. At no time shall the duties or powers of the City Administrator supersede the action 

by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen.                                                            

H. The City Administrator will be authorized to sign checks for the purpose of payroll 

and payments of debts and outstanding bills.                                                               

Section 160.090.                Interference By The Mayor or Members of The Board of 

Aldermen.               [Ord. No. KK378 §9, 12-12-1988; Ord. No. KK465 §9, 6-24-1992]                
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The Mayor or no member of the Board of Aldermen shall directly interfere with the 

conduct of any department or duties of employees subordinate to the City Administrator 

except at the express direction of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen or with the approval 

of the City Administrator.                   

 

Chapter 165 

PERSONNEL 

  

ARTICLE I 

General Provisions  

Section 165.010.  Pay Policy. [Ord. No. KK662 §1, 6-21-1999]   

A. There are twenty-six (26) pay periods in each year. Employees are paid every other 

Friday for the pay period ending the prior Friday. Your paycheck is available at 

City Hall on each payday. Attached to your paycheck is the stub showing your total 

wages, deductions and take-home pay. Other deductions, when authorized by you, 

are also shown on this stub. A part of your pay is withheld as required by law to 

pay:   

1. Social Security (FICA).   

2. State income tax.   

3. Federal income tax.   

4. Garnishments/wage assignments.     

B. Any questions regarding your paycheck should be directed to the City Clerk or City 

Administrator.     

Section 165.020.  Medical Care Benefits ð Deferred Compensation ð Life Insurance. [Ord. 

No. KK662 §2, 6-21-1999; Ord. No. KK728 §§1 ð 6, 6-18-2001; Ord. No. KK799 §2, 6-16-

2003; Ord. No. KK855, 8-25-2005; Ord. No. KK899 §1, 12-18-2006; Ord. No. 08-2-10 §1, 2-19-

2008]    

A. Employees who have completed their preliminary probation period of ninety (90) 

days will be eligible for group medical benefits. The City will pay up to five 

hundred thirty-eight dollars and twenty-six cents ($538.26) per month for each full-

time employee's medical/dental insurance. The monthly City allotment may be used 

for employee's or dependent's medical/dental insurance. [Ord. No. 06-2-11 §1, 6-20-

2011; Ord. No. 08-1-13 §1, 8-19-2013]    

B. Employees not participating in the health insurance plan offered by the City will 

have a monthly allotment of three hundred dollars ($300.00) contributed into their 
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deferred compensation plan. The three hundred dollars ($300.00) is the maximum 

the City will contribute.   

C. The City will pay for fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) in life insurance and fifty 

thousand dollars ($50,000.00) in accidental death and dismemberment. Additional 

coverage for the employee or family/dependents may be elected at the employee's 

expense. After the first (1st) determination of benefits, employees may change their 

selection only during the annual open enrollment period or as described in the 

health insurance handbook.   

D. The open enrollment period is for coverage that will be effective beginning the 

following January first (1st) and continue for the remainder of that calendar year.     

Section 165.030.  Vacation. [Ord. No. KK662 §3, 6-21-1999; Ord. No. KK695, 6-26-2000; Ord. 

No. 08-2-02 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. Each regular employee shall earn vacation leave according to the following 

schedule:   

1. One (1) to three (3) years ð eighty (80) hours.   

2. Four (4) to five (5) years ð one hundred twenty (120) hours.   

3. Six (6) to nine (9) years ð one hundred sixty (160) hours.   

4. Ten (10) years and over ð two hundred (200) hours.     

B. Vacation time shall accrue after the employee has completed their ninety (90) day 

preliminary probationary period.   

C. No vacation may be taken until the employee has completed six (6) months of 

employment. The City Administrator must authorize variations from this policy.   

D. An employee wishing to use vacation leave should submit the appropriate request 

form to the immediate supervisor at least two (2) weeks in advance.   

E. Vacation shall be used in units of no less than one (1) hour and no more than eighty 

(80) hours.   

F. The employee shall have a maximum accrual according to the following schedule:   

1. One (1) to three (3) years ð one hundred sixty (160) hours.   

2. Four (4) to five (5) years ð two hundred forty (240) hours.   

3. Six (6) to nine (9) years ð three hundred twenty (320) hours.   

4. Ten (10) years and over ð four hundred (400) hours.     

G. Unused vacation beyond the maximum allowed accrual shall be forfeited.   

H. Pay may not be taken in lieu of vacation except in the case of a terminated 

employee. Any employee leaving the service of the City on a voluntary basis shall 
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be compensated for unused vacation time up to the standard maximum allowed to 

be accrued if a written notice of fourteen (14) calendar days is submitted.   

I. The department head reserves the right, if necessary, to deny any vacation request 

when based upon any legitimate scheduling conflict(s).     

Section 165.035.  Employee's Retirement System. [Ord. No. KK696, 6-28-2000]   

A. The Board of Aldermen on behalf of the City of Lawson, Missouri, a "political 

subdivision" as defined in Sections 70.600 through 70.760, RSMo., 1978, as 

amended, hereby elects to have covered by the Missouri Local Government 

Employees' Retirement System all its eligible present and future general and Police 

employees and to cover such employees under Benefit Program L-1.   

B. The City of Lawson, Missouri, hereby elects that one hundred percent (100%) of 

prior employment be considered for prior service credit in computing benefits and 

contributions to the system and further elects that all employees with one thousand 

five hundred (1,500) or more hours of annual employment, who are not excluded by 

State law, to be considered eligible employees.   

C. The City of Lawson, Missouri, hereby elects to have the "final average salary" of its 

employee members determined over a sixty (60) consecutive-month period.   

D. The City of Lawson, Missouri, hereby elects to require no contributions from 

covered employees.   

E. The City of Lawson, Missouri, hereby elects the regular retirement age for all 

eligible employees.   

F. The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to deduct from the wages and 

salaries of each employee member the contributions, if any, required by Section 

70.705, RSMo., and to remit promptly the deductions to the Retirement System, 

together with the employer contributions required by Sections 70.705 and 70.730, 

RSMo., 1978, as amended. Contributions are to be effective August 1, 2000.     

Section 165.040.  Holidays. [Ord. No. KK662 §4, 6-21-1999; Ord. No. KK804, 7-21-2003; Ord. 

No. 08-2-03 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. All employees will be granted eleven (11) holidays per year. Every non-exempt 

employee that has a regularly scheduled day off on a City recognized holiday will 

be paid for eight (8) straight time hours in lieu of taking a day off with the 

exception of those non-exempt employees that normally work Monday through 

Friday with Saturday and Sunday off. Those employees that work on holidays will 

be paid double time of the number of hours worked. In order for an employee to 

receive compensation for the holiday pay, he/she must work the day before and the 

day after a holiday, unless they have a vacation day scheduled for either day or it is 

their regularly scheduled day off.   
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B. Employees that have completed their preliminary probationary period (ninety (90) 

days) will be eligible for holiday pay. Reserve Police Officers and part-time 

employees do not qualify.   

C. The eleven (11) holidays granted are: New Year's Day, Presidents' Day, Memorial 

Day, July fourth (4th), Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving 

(Thursday and Friday), Christmas Day and one (1) floating holiday.   

D. The floating holiday will be counted as a single eight (8) hour day and may not be 

used in increments.   

E. The floating holiday must be used in the calendar year. If the floating holiday is not 

used within the calendar year, it will not be carried over. There is no pay out for 

unused floating holidays.     

Section 165.050.  Service Awards. [Ord. No. KK662 §5, 6-21-1999]  

Annually, during the month of November, each full-time employee will be given the 

choice of a turkey or ham paid by the City.   

Section 165.060.  Sick Leave. [Ord. No. KK662 §6, 6-21-1999; Ord. No. KK695, 6-26-2000; 

Ord. No. 08-2-01 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. All full -time City employees shall earn sick leave at a rate of eight (8) hours per 

calendar month of service. Sick leave will be paid on an hourly basis. Example ð if 

an employee is sick two (2) hours, sick leave will be paid for two (2) hours. If you 

are scheduled to work ten (10) hours and you are sick the entire day, ten (10) hours 

sick leave will be paid. Sick leave shall accrue from the date of employment, but 

shall not be taken until the successful completion of the ninety (90) day preliminary 

probationary period except with the permission of the Mayor and Board of 

Aldermen.   

1. Sick leave may be accumulated up to nine hundred sixty (960) hours.   

2. Sick leave may never be taken in advance of earning the time.     

B. An employee may be eligible to use sick leave for the following reasons:   

1. Personal illness, surgery, injury or disability.   

2. Quarantine of an employee by a physician.   

3. Illness in the immediate family requiring the employee to stay at home.     

C. An employee who is unable to report to work because of the above reasons shall 

report the reason for his absence to his supervisor immediately. Sick leave with pay 

in excess of three (3) working days shall be allowed only after presenting a written 

statement by a physician certifying that the employee's condition prevented him/her 

from appearing for work.   

D. An employee terminating from City service shall not be allowed the use of sick 

time in the last two (2) calendar weeks of employment unless there is a physician's 
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confirmation. Unused sick leave will be compensated for at the rate of twenty-five 

percent (25%) of accumulated sick leave days upon resignation, retirement or 

layoff. Employees that are terminated will not be compensated for unused sick 

leave time in any way. Abuse of sick leave privilege can result in dismissal.   

E. There is no annual pay out of accrued, unused sick leave.   

F. No refund of vacation leave shall be allowed for illness incurred while on vacation.   

G. All sick leave must be recorded on the employee's time sheet and documented on 

the City's leave request form.     

Section 165.070.  Funeral Leave ð Flowers. [Ord. No. KK662 §7, 6-21-1999]  

An employee may be granted by the City Administrator three (3) working days leave as 

needed in the event of death of spouse, child, mother, father, sister, brother, mother-in-

law, father-in-law, grandmother or grandfather. Such leave shall not be deducted from 

either sick leave or vacation leave. Flowers are sent to employees or spouses when 

hospitalized or upon the death of a family member as outlined above.   

Section 165.080.  Probationary Period. [Ord. No. KK662 §8, 6-12-1999]   

A. All new employees, regardless of position, are on probation during the first one 

hundred eighty (180) days from the date of hire; however, employee benefits will 

be activated upon completion of the ninety (90) day preliminary probation period. 

(Refer to Sections 165.020, 165.030, 165.040 and 165.060.) This policy also applies 

to personnel promoted into new jobs or placed on special assignments and shall be 

based on date of promotion or transfer. During this period, attendance, attitude, skill 

development and job performance of the employee are closely monitored. Any 

problems in these areas during probation may be cause for termination, demotion or 

reassignment of the employee.   

B. During the probationary period for new hire employees, credit for holiday and 

vacation pay will not accrue.     

Section 165.090.  Working Hours. [Ord. No. KK662 §9, 6-21-1999]  

The City Administrator will establish shifts (fixed or variable) in accordance with 

operational requirements. Because operation schedules often require that shift and hours 

be altered, you are expected to be available to work the variable hours and shift 

assignments that may occur. If a change in your schedule becomes necessary, your 

supervisor will notify you as soon as possible.   

Section 165.100.  Overtime. [Ord. No. KK662 §10, 6-21-1999; Ord. No. 08-2-04 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. Overtime assignments are a requirement of the job. When an important job must be 

completed without delay, overtime work may be necessary. Hourly employees will 

be paid at the rate of time and one-half (1½) for approved time worked in excess of 

forty (40) hours per week. Salaried employees will not be entitled to overtime or 

comp time.   
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B. In calculating an employee's forty (40) hour week, vacation and holidays will count 

as a full eight (8) hour day.   

C. Refusal of overtime may be cause for termination.   

D. Overtime shall not be authorized except with the approval of employee's supervisor. 

Employees may not authorize their own overtime regardless of position.     

Section 165.110.  Employee Information. [Ord. No. KK662 §11, 6-21-1999]  

Employees have an obligation to keep the City informed of any changes in his or her 

name, address or telephone number. Employees are required to provide the City with 

updated information as these changes occur. Simply give this information to your 

supervisor who will pass it on to the City Clerk so that we may update your records.   

Section 165.120.  Attendance. [Ord. No. KK662 §12, 6-21-1999]   

A. It is essential to the success of the City and for the security of your job that the City 

meet its operating schedules. In order to accomplish this objective, employees are 

required to maintain prompt and regular attendance by avoiding tardiness, absences, 

early departure and shall observe time limitations during breaks.   

B. If it becomes necessary for you to be absent, whatever the reason, it is your 

responsibility to notify your supervisor prior to the start of your scheduled shift. 

When notifying your supervisor of your absence, you must provide the following 

information:   

1. Reason for absence,   

2. Expected date of return, and   

3. Telephone contact where you can be reached.     

C. It would be advisable for you to obtain your supervisor's home phone number 

should it become necessary for you to contact him/her at home. Failure to report 

your absence will result in an unexcused absence and subject you to disciplinary 

action.   

D. You are required to maintain daily contact with your supervisor during any period 

of absence. This allows for coverage of work schedules. Failure to notify your 

supervisor on the first (1st) day of absence will result in an unexcused absence and 

will subject you to disciplinary action. Your failure to notify your supervisor for 

two (2) consecutive days will result in termination.   

E. Employees whose attendance deficiencies become excessive will be progressively 

disciplined up to and including termination. Note: unexcused absences are 

considered more serious and will result in more rapid disciplinary action up to and 

including termination.   

F. Employees may also be required to document their absences with a doctor's 

certificate. If required to do so you must provide the following information:   
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1. Date and time seen by the physician,   

2. Description of your illness, and   

3. Reason you were unable to perform your duties.       

Section 165.130.  Leave of Absence. [Ord. No. KK662 §13, 6-21-1999]   

A. Employees who have completed their one hundred eighty (180) day probationary 

period may be eligible for a leave of absence pursuant to the following guidelines:   

1. A leave of absence may be granted for a specified period of time at the 

discretion of the City Administrator.   

2. An employee desiring a leave of absence shall make application in writing to 

the City Clerk at least two (2) weeks in advance, unless otherwise approved. 

Application must state the reason for the leave and desired length of time. If 

approved, the City Clerk will respond in writing indicating reason for leave 

and duration granted. By accepting the leave, the employee is not guaranteed 

re-employment upon expiration of the leave period.   

3. Each leave will be granted on the basis of individual merit as determined by 

the City Administrator. Re-employment will be at the discretion of the City 

Administrator and may take into account such factors as employee's previous 

work record, availability and suitability of a position.   

4. Employees returning from a medical leave of absence must have a physician's 

certificate indicating the employee may return to work without any restrictions 

or limitations. Waivers to this policy may only be approved by the City 

Administrator.   

5. Employees will not accrue City seniority, be eligible for City benefits or be 

entitled to pay continuance while on leave status.       

Section 165.140.  City Property.  [Ord. No. KK662 §14, 6-21-1999]   

A. Employees are expected to exercise care in their use of City property and to utilize 

such property only for authorized purposes. Negligence in the care and use of City 

property may be cause for disciplinary action up to and including termination.   

B. City items issued to any employee must be returned to the City at the termination of 

employment or when requested by a department head or other City designated 

representative.     

Section 165.150.  Personal Property. [Ord. No. KK662 §15, 6-21-1999]  

The City cannot assume financial responsibility for the damage or theft of personal 

property. You are therefore requested to bring to work only those items that are needed 

for performing your duties.   

Section 165.160.  Health and Safety. [Ord. No. KK662 §16, 6-21-1999]   
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A. The control of all types of losses within our City is a vital link to our costs and the 

security of your job. If you are injured while on the job, the accident must be 

reported to your supervisor or to the City Administrator immediately. Failure or 

delay in reporting your injury may jeopardize your Workers' Compensation 

benefits.   

B. The major problem in accident prevention in any municipality is generally not one 

of hazardous conditions, but of injuries that result from careless work habits. 

Employees are required to exercise care and caution during the performance of their 

duties. Employees who violate the City's safety rules will be disciplined for failure 

to perform their job duties in a safe and prudent manner. This discipline may range 

from warning to termination.   

C. The following safety rules apply to all employees:   

1. Machinery and vehicles should be operated in a safe manner at all times. Only 

those designated to operate specific items shall do so.   

2. Guards and protective devices shall be in place on all machinery before it is 

operated.   

3. All employees who work in areas where hearing protection devices are 

required shall wear such devices at all times while working in those 

designated areas.   

4. Lifting and carrying jobs can be done without injury. Here's how you can 

make them safe. First, check to see if the object is too big for you to handle 

alone. If it is, then get help. If it isn't, then put one foot alongside the object 

and one foot behind. Keep your back straight. That doesn't mean vertical, just 

straight. Get a good, firm grip with the palms of your hands. A finger grip is 

weaker and can slip. Draw the object close to you and be sure your body 

weight is centered over your feet. Lift straight up by straightening your legs. 

This will put the strain on the stronger leg muscles, not your back. Avoid 

twisting as you turn with a load. Shift your feet instead. If you intend to lift 

and turn with a load, point the forward foot in the direction of movement 

before your lift. Putting the object down is easy and it can be just as safe. 

Simply follow the lifting procedures, but in reverse.   

5. All work-related accidents and injuries must be reported immediately. Any 

injury which necessitates time off will require contact and treatment by a City-

designated physician.     

D. We must maintain control in the way of safety. Unsafe practices and careless 

accidents hurt both the employee and the City. Lost time and increased insurance 

rates are expensive.   

E. Think of the safe approach both before and during your job assignments. Your 

support and awareness of this aspect of your job will make the City of Lawson a 

safe and pleasant place to work. THINK SAFETY FIRST!!     
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Section 165.170.  City Rules. [Ord. No. KK662 §17, 6-21-1999]   

A. It is your responsibility to familiarize yourself with all City policies, rules, 

regulations, job duties and to observe them at all times. The following rules of 

conduct are a vital part of the overall operation and must be complied with:   

1. Supplies, equipment or vehicles will be used for only City purposes and 

assignments. Any personal use is prohibited without prior approval of the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen.   

2. Reporting to work under the influence of alcohol or drugs or in possession of 

such substances on City premises is prohibited.   

3. Horseplay, fighting, acts of violence, destruction of City property, threatening 

or interfering with other employees at any time while on City property is 

prohibited.   

4. Misconduct or neglect of responsibilities will not be tolerated.   

5. No employee shall knowingly submit false or misleading information for, or 

on, any City report, record or document.   

6. Every employee has a responsibility for the care and safeguard of City 

property.   

7. No employee shall be in unauthorized possession of any property belonging to 

the City or other employees.   

8. Every employee will observe and comply with all safety rules and regulations 

established by the City.   

9. All employees are required to perform their duties, assigned or otherwise, in a 

professional and businesslike manner.   

10. The City may require an independent medical examination, if deemed 

necessary, for the welfare of the City or its employees.   

11. The City will not tolerate any form of harassment related to sex, color, race, 

national origin or religion. In the event it finds such an occurrence has taken 

place, the City will take strict measures to prevent such situations through 

disciplinary action. Such occurrences should be reported immediately in 

writing to the City Administrator.   

12. Employees will maintain prompt and regular attendance by avoiding tardiness, 

absences, early departures and shall observe time limitations during break 

periods.   

13. All employees are required to work, act and dress in compliance with good 

sanitary and housekeeping principles. Trash should be disposed of properly. 

Restroom and break room facilities should be kept clean, picked up and 

orderly. Rules of personal hygiene should be followed before coming to and 

during work hours.     
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B. Any violation or failure to comply with the rules and regulations described herein 

may result in disciplinary action ranging from warning to termination.     

Section 165.180.  Political Activities. [Ord. No. KK662 §18, 6-21-1999]  

City employees shall not be appointed or retained on the basis of their political activity. 

City employees shall not be caused to take part in political campaigns, to solicit votes, to 

levy, contribute or solicit funds or support, for the purpose of supporting or approving the 

appointment or election of candidates for any municipal office. No City employee shall 

actively advocate or oppose the candidacy of any individual for nomination or election to 

any municipal office, but an employee may participate in political affairs at other levels 

of government, provided such participation does not adversely affect his performance as 

a City employee. Failure to comply with these provisions is grounds for disciplinary 

action up to and including termination.   

Section 165.190.  Conference and Seminars. [Ord. No. KK662 §19, 6-21-1999; Ord. No. 

KK695, 6-26-2000; Ord. No. KK770, 8-19-2002]   

A. The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines and procedures for 

reimbursement of allowable expenditures for employees, Board members and 

elected officials conducting business on behalf of the City of Lawson. The list of 

allowable expenditures is intended to cover all reasonable and necessary travel 

costs while providing the lowest and best cost of travel to the City.   

1. Travel authorization. For travel an employee must complete a "Travel 

Request/Expense Form" which must be approved by the City Administrator 

prior to the travel occurring. Travel by the City Administrator must be 

approved by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen.   

2. Travel request/expense form. Travel Request/Expense Forms must be 

submitted to the City Clerk at least fourteen (14) days prior to the departure 

date or the date the employee needs to receive an advanced check.   

a. Documentation explaining the purpose of the trip should be attached to 

the Travel Request/Expense Form. Conference advertisements, seminar 

schedules or letters pertaining to the necessity of a meeting are examples 

of appropriate documentation.   

b. The Travel Request/Expense form should present all costs associated 

with the trip, even if some items are prepaid or will be paid using a City 

credit card and are not being requested as part of the advance.   

c. City employees shall submit to the City Clerk the Travel 

Request/Expense Form within seven (7) days upon returning from a 

business trip. All appropriate receipts shall be attached, i.e., registration 

fees, hotel/motel bills, meals, transportation tickets, etc. Travel advances 

not reconciled within fifteen (15) days of return will result in the entire 

advance amount being deducted from the employee's pay.     

3. Reimbursement of receipts.   
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a. Transportation ð ground transportation. Use of private vehicles will be 

allowed when a City-owned vehicle is not available and upon the 

approval of the department head. Reimbursement for mileage allowance 

will be computed on the basis of the current standard allowance 

accepted by the Internal Revenue Service. If more than one (1) City 

employee travels in the same vehicle, mileage will be paid only to the 

owner of the vehicle. When travel is by a City-owned vehicle, the cost 

of gasoline and oil will be allowed. Other expenditures related to 

automobile operations will be allowed when justified. Travelers using 

City-owned vehicles are expected to leave the City with a full tank of 

gasoline.   

b. Lodging.   

(1) Lodging will be paid for the nights the person is on City business, 

including "travel days". An itemized check-out receipt is required 

for reimbursement. Check-out times must be adhered to.   

(2) Lodging generally includes the cost of a single room and any taxes 

and governmental charges, but does not include personal items 

such as movies, etc. When staying in hotels and motels in 

Missouri, the City can avoid paying sales tax by paying the 

hotel/motel direct. The hotel/motel can be paid in advance or the 

employee may take a check payable to the hotel/motel with him.   

(3) Any additional charges due to a guest other than a spouse staying 

in the room shall be paid by the individual.   

(4) When making reservations for lodging, inquiries should be made 

about governmental discounts. Some hotel and motel chains offer a 

ten percent (10%) to twenty percent (20%) discount to person on 

government business.     

c. Meals.   

(1) Meals will be reimbursed at actual costs not to exceed the meal 

allowance. In order to accommodate those traveling for partial 

days or those receiving meals as part of the registration, the meal 

allowance is broken down by meal (tips are included in the meal 

allowance).   

(2) The meal allowance is thirty-nine dollars ($39.00) per day; 

breakfast, nine dollars ($9.00); lunch, twelve dollars ($12.00); 

dinner, eighteen dollars ($18.00). Any meals that are included with 

the conference/seminar registration should be deducted from the 

meal allowance per diem. Banquet/luncheon seminars will be paid 

at actual cost which may be in excess of the meal allowance. 

Breakfast will be paid if leaving prior to or returning after 9:00 

A.M. Lunch will be paid if leaving prior to 11:00 A.M. or 
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returning after 2:00 P.M. Dinner will be paid if leaving prior to or 

returning after 5:00 p.m.     

d. Registration. The cost of registration to all conferences and seminars 

will be paid by the City upon proper authorization. Entertainment type 

activities that are included as additional registration fees are the 

individual's responsibility.     

4. Other reimbursable expenses.   

a. Phone calls. Phone calls to the office in a reasonable amount are also 

reimbursable. Hotel/motel access charges normally range from fifty 

cents ($0.50) to seventy-five cents ($0.75) per telephone call for local 

and long distance calls. A reasonable amount of these charges is 

reimbursable when itemized on the hotel/motel receipt.   

b. Taxi or shuttle service. Taxi or shuttle service to or from airports, 

hotels/motels and convention centers are allowable expenses. Receipts 

are required.   

c. Parking and toll fees. Parking and toll fees for business activities are 

allowable expenses. Receipts are required.   

d. Valet parking. Valet parking is normally listed on hotel/motel receipt.   

e. Fuel. Fuel when driving a City vehicle. Receipts are required.   

f. Entertainment. Entertainment is not reimbursed by the City. 

Entertainment means movie rentals, outside entertainment, alcohol, etc.   

g. Meals and entertainment for spouses are not the responsibility of the 

City.         

Section 165.200.  COBRA. [Ord. No. KK662 §20, 6-21-1999]   

A. On April 7, 1986, the Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act (COBRA), 

a new Federal law was enacted (Public Law 99-272, Title X) which requires that 

most employers sponsoring group health plans offer employees and their families 

the opportunity for a temporary extension to health coverage (called "continuation 

coverage") at group rates in certain instances where coverage under the plan would 

otherwise end. This summary is intended to inform you of your rights and 

obligations under the continuation coverage provisions of the new law. Both you 

and your spouse should take time to read this notice carefully.   

B. If you are an employee with the City's group medical coverage, you have a right to 

choose this continuation coverage if you lose your group health coverage because 

of a reduction in hours at your employment or the termination of your employment.   

C. If you are the spouse of an employee covered by the City's group medical coverage, 

you have the right to choose this continuation coverage if you lose group health 
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coverage under the City's group medical coverage for any of the following four (4) 

reasons:   

1. Death of a spouse.   

2. Termination of spouse's employment or reduction of employment hours.   

3. Divorce or legal separation.   

4. Your spouse becomes eligible for Medicare.     

D. In cases of dependent children of employees covered by the City's group medical 

coverage, he or she has the right to continuation coverage if group health coverage 

under the City's group medical coverage is lost for any of the following reasons:   

1. Death of a parent.   

2. Termination of parent's employment or reduction of parent's hours of 

employment.   

3. Parent's divorce or legal separation.   

4. A parent becomes eligible for Medicare.   

5. The dependent ceases to be a "dependent child" under the City's group 

medical coverage.     

E. Under the law, you and the employee or a family member have the responsibility to 

inform the City Clerk of a divorce, a legal separation or a child losing dependent 

status under the City's group medical coverage. Your supervisor has the 

responsibility to notify the City Clerk of the employee's death, termination of 

employment, reduction in hours or Medicare eligibility.   

F. When the City Clerk is notified that one (1) of these events has happened, he/she 

should notify you of your right to choose continuation of coverage. Under the law, 

you have at least sixty (60) days from the date you would lose coverage because of 

one (1) of the events described above to inform the City Clerk that you want 

continuation coverage.   

G. If you do not choose continuation coverage, your group health insurance coverage 

will end.   

H. If you choose continuation of coverage, the City is required to give you coverage 

which, as of the time coverage is being provided, is identical to the coverage 

provided under the plan to similarly situated employees for family members. The 

law requires that you be afforded the opportunity to maintain continuation coverage 

for three (3) years unless you lost group health coverage because of termination of 

employment or reduction in hours. In that case, the required continuation coverage 

is eighteen (18) months. However, the law also provides that your continuation 

coverage may be cut short for any of the following reasons:   

1. The City of Lawson no longer provides group health coverage to any of its 

employees.   
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2. The premium of your continuation coverage is not paid.   

3. You become an employee covered under another group health plan.   

4. You become eligible for Medicare.   

5. You were divorced from a covered employee and subsequently remarry and 

are covered under your new spouse's group health plan.     

I. You do not have to show that you are insurable to choose continuation coverage. 

However, under the law, you will have to pay all of the premium for your 

continuation coverage. The law also says that at the end of the eighteen (18) months 

or three (3) year continuation coverage period, you must be allowed to enroll in an 

individual conversion health plan provided under the City's group medical 

coverage.   

J. Also, if you have changed marital status or you or your spouse have changed 

addresses, please notify the City Clerk as soon as possible.     

Section 165.210.  Responsibility For Enforcement. [Ord. No. KK662 §21, 6-21-1999]  

The City Administrator will have the overall responsibility for enforcement of the 

administrative policy. Department heads will be entrusted with the responsibility of 

enforcing the policy within their departments and the City Clerk will ensure the 

compliance of the specified procedures before reimbursement.   

Section 165.220.  Penalty. [Ord. No. KK662 §22, 6-21-1999]  

Any person or persons violating the provisions of this Chapter shall be found guilty of a 

misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not less than 

twenty-five dollars ($25.00) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500.00).    

ARTICLE II  

Drug and Alcohol Screening Policy  

Section 165.230.  Purpose. [Ord. No. KK469 §1, 6-24-1992]  

The City of Lawson, in a positive effort to provide a healthy and safe working 

environment for all its employees and the citizens of the community, is instituting a drug 

screening program. This program is in response to what is commonly perceived to be a 

very severe problem in this Country and in many communities. The drug screening 

program will cover both pre-employment testing for drug use and testing for drug use of 

current City employees. It is the position of the City of Lawson that illegal drugs and 

drug activities will not be tolerated in City work areas or by the City work force, and that 

the City has an obligation to administer drug screens in the interest of maintaining high 

productivity, identifying and rehabilitating problem employees, and protecting employees 

and citizens of Lawson from alcohol or drug related accidents. It is the policy of the City 

of Lawson not to hire or continue the employment of any individual whose job 

performance is impaired by the use of alcohol, or any illegal drug, or any prescribed or 

over-the-counter drug which is abused. The purpose of this policy is to clarify the policy 
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for employees, to spell out conditions under which drug or alcohol screening may be 

required, and the consequences of positive drug or alcohol screens.   

Section 165.240.  Benefits ð Inconveniences ð Cooperation. [Ord. No. KK469 §1, 6-24-

1992]  

Those employees with drug and alcohol abuse problems make up only a small fraction of 

the workforce, and the City regrets any inconvenience that may be caused the many non-

abusers by the problems of the few. It is believed, however, that the benefits to be derived 

from the reduction of drug abuse (e.g., fewer accidents, greater safety of all employees) 

and the rehabilitation or termination of those who, because of alcohol or drugs, are a 

burden upon all other employees, will substantially make up for any inconvenience or 

loss the rest of us may be subject to. The City earnestly solicits the understanding and 

cooperation of all employees and employee organizations in implementing the policies 

set forth herein.   

Section 165.250.  Definitions. [Ord. No. KK469 §1, 6-24-1992]  

As used in this Article, the following terms shall have these prescribed meanings:   

ALCOHOL OR ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE ð Any liquid that has an alcoholic content 

in excess of one-half percent (.5%) by volume.    

DRUG ð Any substance (other than alcohol) capable of altering the mood, perception, 

pain level, or judgement of the individual consuming it.    

HE OR HIS ð Also means "She" or "Her" in appropriate context.    

ILLEGAL DRUG ð Any substance or controlled substance including, but not limited to, 

substances controlled or prohibited by Federal or State law, the sale or possession of 

which is illegal.    

POSITIVE DRUG SCREEN ð Positive identification of a drug or metabolic which has 

been confirmed with sophisticated scientific laboratory tests.    

PRESCRIBED DRUG ð Any substance prescribed for the individual consuming it by a 

licensed medical practitioner.    

Section 165.260.  Alcoholic Beverages. [Ord. No. KK469 §1, 6-24-1992]   

A. No alcoholic beverage will be brought into or consumed on City premises, except in 

connection with City authorized events.   

B. Drinking or being under the influence of alcoholic beverages while on duty is cause 

for discipline.   

C. Any employee whose off-duty or on-duty use of alcohol results in an act or acts to 

the prejudice of the service including but not limited to on-duty accidents, poor 

work, or excessive absenteeism or tardiness and the offense does not warrant 

termination will be requested to seek evaluation and possible referral to a chemical 

dependency treatment program. If the employee refuses or fails rehabilitation, 
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he/she shall be terminated or otherwise appropriately disciplined in accordance with 

the administrative regulation.     

Section 165.270.  Prescription Drugs. [Ord. No. KK469 §1, 6-24-1992]   

A. Prescription drugs shall be used only in a manner, combination and quantity 

prescribed.   

B. Any employee whose suspected use of drugs results in an act or acts to the 

prejudice of the service, including, but not limited to excessive absenteeism, 

tardiness, accidents, or poor work and the offense does not warrant termination, 

may be referred for a drug/alcohol screening examination, and/or back to their 

private physician. If necessary, they may be referred to the appropriate agency for 

counseling, where in turn they may be referred to a chemical dependency treatment 

program. Appropriate disciplinary action may also be administered. If the employee 

refuses or fails rehabilitation, he/she shall be terminated or otherwise appropriately 

disciplined.     

Section 165.280.  Illegal Drugs. [Ord. No. KK469 §1, 6-24-1992]   

A. The use of an illegal drug or controlled dangerous substance, including but not 

limited to substances controlled or prohibited by Federal or State law, or the 

wrongful possession of same on-duty is cause for termination, or other appropriate 

discipline. Off-duty use of an illegal drug or controlled dangerous substance may be 

cause for termination depending on the circumstances and the job class involved.   

B. The sale, trade, or delivery of illegal drugs or controlled dangerous substances by 

an employee to another person is cause for termination and referral to law 

enforcement authorities.   

C. The "occasional" or "recreational" off-duty use of illegal drugs detected as the 

result of drug screen referral will result in dismissal or other appropriate 

disciplinary action.     

Section 165.290.  Pre-Employment Drug Screening. [Ord. No. KK469 §1, 6-24-1992]   

A. As a condition of employment, each applicant for employment with the City of 

Lawson may be required submit to a pre-employment drug screen. Either refusing 

to sign a consent form authorizing the test to be conducted and the results to be 

released to the City, or obtaining a positive drug screen will exclude an applicant 

from further consideration. To obtain satisfactory results from the test, the presence 

or use of any prescription drug must be in accordance with prescribing physician's 

instructions and be consistent with the maintenance of a safe and productive work 

place.   

B. If a positive drug screen results, the applicant will be advised and the offer of 

employment, which was contingent upon meeting medical requirements, will be 

withdrawn. In addition, any applicants who fail a drug screen for any job class will 

also be removed from any other eligible list to which they are currently posted 
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and/or eliminated from examination on which they are currently competing, even if 

the job class did not have a medical examination component. Applicants so 

removed may reapply for City jobs after one (1) year.   

C. Occupations Screened. The City of Lawson has several separate job classes, and it 

is not practical to have separate drug screening policies for each job class or 

occupational area. Examination announcements will indicate job classes for which 

applicants will be required to undergo a drug screen test prior to employment. 

Potentially, an incumbent in any job class could be asked to submit to a drug screen 

exam if there is reasonable grounds to believe that drug use is occurring. Specific 

drug screen policies may be developed for certain job classes, e.g., public safety 

classes. In such cases, that policy statement would supersede but in no way conflict 

with this City-wide policy statement.   

D. Substances Screened. It is the intent of the drug screening program to screen and 

conduct confirmatory tests for those chemicals which are most frequently abused. 

The following list is suggestive, not exhaustive and subject to review and revision.  

D. Amphetamines/Methamphetamines (e.g., crank, splash, speed, crystal, preludin, 

pennies)  

D. Barbiturates (e.g., downers, red devils, barbs, goof balls)  

D. Benzodiszapines (e.g., valium, librium)  

D. Cannabinoids (e.g., pot, marijuana, hash)  

D. Cocaine (e.g., coke, crack, girl, flake, snow)  

D. Methadone  

D. Methaqualone (e.g., downers, quaalude)  

D. Opiates (e.g., codeine, morphine, dover's powder)  

D. Heroin (e.g., H, boy, horse, smack, stuff)  

D. Phencyclidine (e.g., PCP, angel dust, wack, water)  

D. Propoxyphene (Darvon)  

D. Phenylpropanolamine   

E. Results Of Positive Pre-employment Drug Screen. Applicants who test positive for 

a drug of abuse, or who refuse to submit to the test will be eliminated from 

consideration. Applicants will also be removed from any other eligible list to which 

they are currently posted, and/or eliminated from examination on which they are 

currently competing, if they test positive on a drug screen examination, even if that 

job class did not have a drug screen component. Eligible lists will not reflect the 

specific reason for elimination. Records will be maintained along with other 

confidential records until the eligible list for that job class has expired and then 

destroyed. After one (1) full year, applicants would be eligible to apply for other 

examinations; they would not be denied permanently.     
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Section 165.300.  Drug/Alcohol Screen of Current Employees. [Ord. No. KK469 §1, 6-24-

1992]   

A. There are three (3) conditions under which drug/alcohol screens could be 

administered to current City employees. Provisions for testing under these three 

conditions will be treated separately.   

B. Drug screens will be administered to current City employees who are applying for 

promotion to certain jobs classes as a part of a medical examination. Drug screens 

administered under this provision of the drug screen policy would be given as part 

of the medical examination administered prior to appointment. A positive drug 

screen will result in the applicant being eliminated from consideration. Applicants 

will also be removed from any other eligible list to which they are currently posted, 

and/or eliminated from examination on which they are currently competing, even if 

that job class did not have a drug screen component. After one (1) full year, 

applicants would be eligible to apply for other examinations; they would not be 

denied permanently. In addition, the current appointing authority of the individual 

would be notified for appropriate disciplinary action and referral to a rehabilitation 

program.   

C. Employees will be tested when there are reasonable grounds to believe they are 

impaired or incapable of performing their duties based on their job behavior. In the 

event that supervisors have a reasonable suspicion that an employee is under the 

influence of alcohol or drugs, they may refer the employee for testing. The 

circumstances surrounding the referral must be well documented in specific 

behavioral terms. For example, if the employee was swaying, staggering, acting 

strangely, or had an accident, the Supervisor could refer the employee for testing. If 

the employee refused to take the drug or alcohol test, dismissal would be required 

by the appointing authority under the provisions of the City Administrator's 

Ordinance.   

1. Drug/Alcohol tests for current City employees are required whenever there is 

a pattern of on-duty accidents or an accident resulting in severe property 

damage or bodily injury.   

2. Whenever a drug/alcohol referral is being considered by a supervisor, the 

supervisor should briefly document the facts surrounding the incident, and 

immediately request that another supervisor, if reasonably available come to 

the site to confirm the basis for the referral. Then, with the concurrence of the 

appointing authority or his designated representative, a supervisor should take 

the individual to the testing site. The immediate supervisor will be required to 

complete a report including names of the employees and supervisor; time, date 

and location of the event; and specific reasons and factors surrounding the 

referral such as the specifics of an accident, the odor of alcohol or marijuana, 

bloodshot eyes, unusual or erratic behavior, slurred speech, unsteady gait, 

unusual manner of performing assignments, excessive time to complete 

assignments, reduced productivity or quality of work, or apparent irrational 

conduct on the part of the individual referred. The employee should not be 

allowed to drive a vehicle on his own to the test site and the supervisor should 
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remain with the employee until testing is completed. The supervisor should 

insure that the employee signs a consent form at the testing site 

acknowledging that the individual understands the purpose of the test and 

authorizing the release of test results to the City. The employee should be told 

that it is written policy of the City of Lawson that refusal to complete the 

drug/alcohol screen will result in his/her dismissal.   

3. Since the drug and alcohol test results will not be available immediately, 

medical staff at the testing site must be relied on for advice concerning the 

ability of the employee to return to work. If the medical staff indicates that it 

is likely the employee is under the influence of drugs or alcohol, and should 

not return to work, the supervisor should carefully consider what his actions 

should be. The general guidelines for this should be reasonableness under the 

circumstances. Under some circumstances, a reasonable course of action may 

be to remove the employee from duty and place them on forced leave and 

authorize the medical staff to call an ambulance to transport the employee to 

Excelsior Springs Medical Center, or it might be to have the employee call a 

family member to come pick him up and take him home, or it could mean that 

the supervisor should transport the employee home. Under no condition 

should an employee be allowed to drive himself home if a doctor indicates he 

is likely under the influence of drugs or alcohol. If an employee refuses to be 

taken home and indicates that he intends to drive himself home, the most 

reasonable course of action would be to call the police and report the situation 

to them. This should be done in order to protect the public, other employees, 

and relieve the City and the supervisor from liability. The employee, if sent 

home, should not return to work until the results of the drug or alcohol screen 

are available. If no results have been reported within forty-eight (48) hours, 

the appointing authority or designated supervisor should contact the medical 

firm responsible for the collection of the sample to inquire concerning the 

results of the drug screen.     

D. When an employee is employed in a position where the consequences of drug abuse 

would be particularly damaging to public safety and there is reasonable suspicion 

that wrongful drug use may be occurring, unscheduled drug testing may be 

instituted. This would only occur in public safety positions where job 

responsibilities directly affect the safety of the public or their co-workers such as 

those indicated below:   

1. Emergency medical service positions.   

2. Deputy Marshals.   

3. Security officers.   

4. Airport Police Officers.   

5. Correctional officers.   

6. Any position requiring the operation of vehicles on public streets, the 

operation of dangerous equipment, or the performance of dangerous functions.   
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7. Any positions which require the employee to be working with or around 

children (e.g., house parents, recreation positions, school crossing guards).  

          If an appointing authority wishes to require drug/alcohol screening under this 

provision of the policy, prior approval by the City Administrator is required.    

          

Section 165.310.  Self-Referral For Drug and Alcohol Treatment. [Ord. No. KK469 §1, 6-24-

1992]  

Any employee who has developed an addiction to, dependence upon, or problem with 

alcohol or drugs is encouraged to voluntarily contact a rehabilitation center for assistance. 

No reprisal will be taken against any employee who chooses to correct a drug or alcohol 

problem through the self-referral method. However, self-referral to a treatment program 

may not be used as a protection from a subsequent supervisory referral for a drug or 

alcohol screen based on reasonable suspicion that an employee is impaired or incapable 

of performing job duties.   

Section 165.320.  Consequences of Positive Drug or Alcohol Screens For Current City 

Employees. [Ord. No. KK469 §1, 6-24-1992]   

A. Any employee who is referred for testing by a City Official because of reasonable 

suspicion of drug or alcohol use and the tests reveal a positive drug or alcohol 

screen, shall be immediately placed on forced leave if this action has not already 

been taken. Depending on the seriousness of the circumstances surrounding a 

referral, disciplinary action including the possibility of termination may be taken in 

accordance with the disciplinary regulation. If termination is not made, the 

employee should be referred to the appropriate form of drug or alcohol 

rehabilitation. A rehabilitation center may, in turn, refer the individual to another 

organization which specializes in rehabilitation efforts.   

B. Rehabilitation is the responsibility of the employee. Any employee seeking medical 

help for alcoholism or drug addiction is entitled to use accumulated sick leave, 

vacation or compensatory time, and the medical benefits entitled them under their 

medical insurance plan. When accumulated leave is exhausted, the employee must 

be docked or placed on a leave of absence. If the employee is placed on dock for a 

period of eighty (80) hours or more, or is placed on an approved leave of absence, 

he should contact the employee benefits section to investigate procedures for 

continuation on his medical plan. The City of Lawson will not be responsible for 

payment of any charges in conjunction with rehabilitation other than those covered 

under a medical insurance plan. To be eligible for continuation of employment, 

regular reports must be submitted to the appointing authority by the agency 

conducting the rehabilitation and the employee must submit to testing, prior to 

returning to work and at unscheduled intervals thereafter for one (1) year. A 

positive drug or alcohol screen during this time may result in dismissal. Upon 

successful completion of treatment, the employee may be returned to active status 

without reprisal.   



 Title IV Attachment 1:73 Supp. #3, 10/13 

C. Any employee who rejects treatment or who leaves a treatment program prior to 

being properly discharged will be immediately terminated. No employee will be 

eligible for a supervisory referral to a rehabilitation program more than one (1) 

time. The recurrence of an alcohol or drug problem will result in termination.     

Section 165.330.  Effective Date ð Notice To Employees ð State Laws. [Ord. No. KK469 §1, 

6-24-1992]   

A. The policies set forth herein are effective immediately upon notice to employees. 

Every employee will be furnished a copy of this policy by the appointing authority 

and will sign a receipt for same.   

B. These policies will be implemented in a manner that will comply with all applicable 

Federal and State laws and will be modified and redistributed upon applicable 

changes in the law.     

Section 165.340.  Confidentiality. [Ord. No. KK469 §1, 6-24-1992]   

A. The results of all physical examinations and blood and urine tests will be treated 

confidential with distribution of test results limited to Personnel Department 

employees and operating department employees having a need for the information 

in order to process necessary personnel actions including disciplinary actions and 

possible civil service appeals.   

B. The possession of illegal drugs is a crime and must be reported to the Police 

Department.     

Section 165.350.  Employee To Discharge Duty. [Ord. No. KK469 §1, 6-24-1992]  

Nothing herein shall be construed to change or modify an employee's duty to properly 

discharge the responsibilities of his or her position.   

Section 165.360.  Questions Regarding Policy. [Ord. No. KK469 §1, 6-24-1992]  

Questions regarding this administrative regulation should be referred to the City 

Administrator or City Clerk, Telephone 816-296-3217.    

 

Chapter 170 

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST  

   

Section 170.010.  Declaration of Policy. [Ord. No. KK569 §1, 8-21-1995; Ord. No. KK597 §1, 

8-19-1996; Ord. No. KK639 §1, 8-20-1998; Ord. No. KK672 §1, 8-23-1999; Ord. No. KK698 §1, 

7-17-2000; Ord. No. KK769 §1, 8-19-2002; Ord. No. KK830A §1, 8-16-2004; Ord. No. KK853 



 Title IV Attachment 1:74 Supp. #3, 10/13 

§1, 8-15-2005; Ord. No. KK912 §1, 9-13-2007; Ord. No. 09-8-02 §1, 8-17-2009; Ord. No. 08-1-

11 §1, 8-15-2011; Ord. No. 08-3-13 §1, 8-19-2013]  

The proper operation of municipal government requires that public officials and 

employees be independent, impartial and responsible to the people; that government 

decisions and policy be made in the proper channels of the governmental structure; that 

public office not be used for personal gain; and that the public have confidence in the 

integrity of its government. In recognition of these goals, there is hereby established a 

procedure for disclosure by certain officials and employees of private financial or other 

interests in matters affecting the City.   

Section 170.020.  Conflicts of Interest. [Ord. No. KK569 §2, 8-21-1995; Ord. No. KK597 §2, 8-

19-1996; Ord. No. KK639 §2, 8-20-1998; Ord. No. KK672 §2, 8-23-1999; Ord. No. KK698 §2, 

7-17-2000; Ord. No. 769 §2, 8-19-2002; Ord. No. KK830A §2, 8-16-2004; Ord. No. KK853 §2, 

8-15-2005; Ord. No. KK912 §2, 9-13-2007; Ord. No. 09-8-02 §2, 8-17-2009; Ord. No. 08-1-11 

§1, 8-15-2011; Ord. No. 08-3-13 §1, 8-19-2013]  

The Mayor or any member of the Board of Aldermen who has a substantial personal or 

private interest, as defined by State law, in any bill shall disclose on the records of the 

Board of Aldermen the nature of his interest and shall disqualify himself from voting on 

any matters relating to this interest.   

Section 170.030.  Disclosure Reports. [Ord. No. KK569 §3, 8-21-1995; Ord. No. KK597 §3, 8-

19-1996; Ord. No. KK639 §3, 8-20-1998; Ord. No. KK672 §3, 8-23-1999; Ord. No. KK698 §3, 

7-17-2000; Ord. No. 769 §3, 8-19-2002; Ord. No. KK830A §3, 8-16-2004; Ord. No. KK853 §3, 

8-15-2005; Ord. No. KK912 §3, 9-13-2007; Ord. No. 09-8-02 §3, 8-17-2009; Ord. No. 08-1-11 

§1, 8-15-2011; Ord. No. 08-3-13 §1, 8-19-2013]   

A. Each elected official, the City Administrator and general counsel (if employed full-

time) shall disclose the following information by May 1 if any such transactions 

were engaged in during the previous calendar year:   

1. For such person and all persons within the first degree of consanguinity or 

affinity of such person, the date and the identities of the parties to each 

transaction with a total value in excess of five hundred dollars ($500.00), if 

any, that such person had with the political subdivision, other than 

compensation received as an employee or payment of any tax, fee or penalty 

due to the political subdivision, and other than transfers for no consideration 

to the political subdivision.   

2. The date and the identities of the parties to each transaction known to the 

person with a total value in excess of five hundred dollars ($500.00), if any, 

that any business entity in which such person had a substantial interest, had 

with the political subdivision, other than payment of any tax, fee or penalty 

due to the political subdivision or transactions involving payment for 

providing utility service to the political subdivision, other than transfers for no 

consideration to the political subdivision.   

3. The City Administrator shall also disclose by May 1 for the previous year the 

following information:    
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a. The name and address of each of the employers of such person from 

whom income of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or more was received 

during the year covered by the statement;   

b. The name and address of each sole proprietorship that he owned; the 

name, address and the general nature of the business conducted by each 

general partnership and joint venture in which he was a partner or 

participant; the name and address of each partner or co-participant for 

each partnership or joint venture unless such names and addresses are 

filed by the partnership or joint venture with the Secretary of State; the 

name, address and general nature of the business conducted by any 

closely held corporation or limited partnership in which the person 

owned ten percent (10%) or more of any class of the outstanding stock 

or limited partnership units; and the name of any publicly traded 

corporation or limited partnership that is listed on a regulated stock 

exchange or automated quotation system in which the person owned two 

percent (2%) or more of any class of outstanding stock, limited 

partnership units or other equity interests; and   

c. The name and address of each corporation for which such person served 

in the capacity of a director, officer or receiver.          

Section 170.040.  Filing of Reports. [Ord. No. KK569 §4, 8-21-1995; Ord. No. KK597 §4, 8-19-

1996; Ord. No. KK639 §4, 8-20-1998; Ord. No. KK672 §4, 8-23-1999; Ord. No. KK698 §4, 7-

17-2000; Ord. No. 769 §4, 8-19-2002; Ord. No. KK830A §4, 8-16-2004; Ord. No. KK853 §4, 8-

15-2005; Ord. No. KK912 §4, 9-13-2007; Ord. No. 09-8-02 §4, 8-17-2009; Ord. No. 08-1-11 §1, 

8-15-2011; Ord. No. 08-3-13 §1, 8-19-2013]  

The reports, kept on file in the City offices, shall be filed with the City Clerk and with the 

Missouri Ethics Commission. The reports shall be available for public inspection and 

copying during normal business hours.   

Section 170.050.  When Filed. [Ord. No. KK569 §5, 8-21-1995; Ord. No. KK597 §5, 8-19-1996; 

Ord. No. KK639 §5, 8-20-1998; Ord. No. KK672 §5, 8-23-1999; Ord. No. KK698 §5, 7-17-2000; 

Ord. No. 769 §5, 8-19-2002; Ord. No. KK830A §5, 8-16-2004; Ord. No. KK853 §5, 8-15-2005; 

Ord. No. KK912 §5, 9-13-2007; Ord. No. 09-8-02 §5, 8-17-2009; Ord. No. 08-1-11 §1, 8-15-

2011; Ord. No. 08-3-13 §1, 8-19-2013]   

A. The financial interest statement shall be filed at the following times, but no person 

is required to file more than one (1) financial interest statement in any calendar 

year:   

1. Each person appointed to office shall file the statement within thirty (30) days 

of such appointment or employment.   

2. Every other person required to file a financial interest statement shall file the 

statement annually not later than May 1 and the statement shall cover the 

calendar year ending the immediately preceding December 31; provided that 

any member of the Board of Aldermen may supplement the financial interest 
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statement to report additional interests acquired after December 31 of the 

covered year until the date of filing of the financial interest statement.       

Section 170.060.  Filing of Ordinance. [Ord. No. KK569 §6, 8-21-1995; Ord. No. KK597 §6, 8-

19-1996; Ord. No. KK639 §6, 8-20-1998; Ord. No. KK672 §6, 8-23-1999; Ord. No. KK698 §6, 

7-17-2000; Ord. No. 769 §6, 8-19-2002; Ord. No. KK830A §6, 8-16-2004; Ord. No. KK853 §6, 

8-15-2005; Ord. No. KK912 §6, 9-13-2007; Ord. No. 09-8-02 §6, 8-17-2009; Ord. No. 08-1-11 

§1, 8-15-2011; Ord. No. 08-3-13 §1, 8-19-2013]  

The City Clerk shall send a certified copy of this Chapter to the Missouri Ethics 

Commission within ten (10) days of its adoption.    

 

Chapter 175 

SUNSHINE LAW  

  

Section 175.010.  Policy. [Ord. No. 08-10-1 §1, 10-20-2008]  

It is the public policy of the City of Lawson that meetings, records, votes, actions and 

deliberations of the body shall be open to the public unless otherwise prohibited by law 

or this ordinance and that the City shall comply with the Missouri Sunshine Law, Chapter 

610, RSMo.   

Section 175.020.  Custodian of Records Designated. [Ord. No. 08-10-1 §1, 10-20-2008]  

The City Clerk is hereby designated as the "custodian of records" for the City of Lawson. 

Such designation does not mean that the City Clerk will necessarily have all the records 

in his or her possession but simply is an indication to whom requests for copies of records 

and information regarding the City Government shall be directed. Requests for records 

made to persons other than the City Clerk shall not be considered to be requests that are 

made pursuant to the Missouri Sunshine Law, Chapter 610, RSMo. Nonetheless, any 

official or employee of the City who receives a request is directed to inform the City 

Clerk of the request in a timely fashion, so that a response may be made to the request.   

Section 175.030.  How Records Are Requested. [Ord. No. 08-10-1 §1, 10-20-2008]   

A. In Writing. All requests for records, notices or information shall be in writing and 

shall be accompanied by a deposit of the estimated cost of reproducing the 

requested information. Oral requests, if received by the City Clerk, shall be 

immediately recorded in written form to document the same. Any request received 

by the City Clerk shall be initialed by the Clerk with the date and time of receipt 

noted.   
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B. Response To Be Noted On Request. The requesting party shall indicate on the 

request the manner in which a response is desired. In absence of instructions to the 

contrary, it will be assumed that the requesting party wants to receive a response in 

the same form as the original request. (Example: if someone stops by City Hall and 

requests copies of documents, it will be assumed that the requesting party will stop 

by City Hall later to pick up the documents. But if someone mails a request to the 

City Hall, it will be assumed that a mailed response is desired.)   

C. Documentation Of Response. The custodian of records shall document the response 

provided either by:   

1. Making an extra copy of the response and attaching it to the original request;   

2. Noting on the request what documents were provided; or   

3. Keeping a copy of any letter or note requesting additional information in order 

to process the request.       

Section 175.040.  Request For Searches. [Ord. No. 08-10-1 §1, 10-20-2008]   

A. Generally. A request for copies of "all documents" or "every document" of a 

particular sort involves a request to search through every record of the City in order 

for the City to certify that it has provided "all" or "every" document. Such searches 

are expensive. Similarly, a request for records compiled in a format differing from 

the format in which the records are customarily retained is a request for a search 

and compilation and can be expensive. As a general rule, the custodian of records is 

not expected to engage in extensive searches or compilations. Any search request 

that will require more than fifteen (15) minutes of the custodian's time will be 

refused without a substantial advance deposit for the estimated time required to 

search for the records.   

B. Fees.   

1. Fees for search, retrieval, accompanying and returning to their proper storage 

all City documents shall be:   

a. For a search of fifteen (15) minutes or less ð no retrieval fee.   

b. For a search, retrieval, accompanying and return of documents requiring 

more than fifteen (15) minutes ð four dollars ($4.00) for each period of 

fifteen (15) minutes or less, including the first fifteen (15) minute 

period.     

2. Fees for copies of documents shall be:   

a. For copies that can be made on the City's copy machine or other 

equipment available at City Hall ð ten cents ($.10) per side of a page.   

b. For copies that must be made elsewhere ð the actual charges imposed 

for making the copies (including any taxes imposed) as well as the fee 
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provided above for search, retrieval, accompanying and returning to 

proper storage in accordance with Section 610.026.1(2), RSMo.       

C. Inspection Of Records. To reduce the cost to both the requesting party and the City, 

the custodian of records may permit a physical inspection of the records by the 

requesting party to help specify what documents are needed. The custodian may 

impose such security as is deemed appropriate to guarantee that no record is 

removed from the City files. The requesting party shall pay the cost of that security 

at the rate provided in Subsection (B) of this Section.   

D. Waiver Of Fees. The custodian of records is authorized to waive the collection of 

any of the fees totaling less than five dollars ($5.00) to any citizen of the City 

requesting documents from the City or to any representative of news media that 

frequently sends a reporter to cover meetings of the City Board of Aldermen.     

Section 175.050.  Closed Records, Notices and Penalty. [Ord. No. 08-10-1 §1, 10-20-2008]   

A. Records Closed. All records of the City which are permitted to be closed records by 

reason of the Sunshine Law, or by any other Statute of Missouri, or by any Statute 

or regulation of the United States Government shall be maintained as closed 

records. No such closed record shall be released to any person who is not a part of 

the City Government, except that the City's Auditor may see such records as are 

reasonably necessary to prepare an audit report as requested by the City; and the 

City's Attorney may see such records as are reasonably necessary to represent the 

City. Requests that closed records be opened to public inspection will be considered 

on a case-by-case basis by the Board of Aldermen.   

B. Subpoenas For Closed Records. All subpoenas for a closed record shall be referred 

to the City Attorney for a response.   

C. Public Notice Board. The custodian of records shall establish a fixed place where 

all public notices and agenda will be posted. This notice board should be in a place 

that is accessible to members of the public at times when the City Hall is open and 

(if possible) should be lighted and available for public inspection even at times 

when the City Hall is closed. This notice board shall have the notion "PUBLIC 

NOTICES" printed in letters at least two (2) inches in height at the top of said 

board. A window or glass door near the entrance to the City Hall may be used as the 

notice board, provided such notices are placed in such a fashion that they can be 

read by persons on the outside of the City Hall.   

D. Penalty For Disclosure Of Closed Records. Any person employed or working for 

the City, or who has been entrusted with a record that is marked to indicate that it is 

"confidential" or a "closed record", or who has been invited to participate in a 

closed meeting who nonetheless discloses any closed record or any information 

about the contents of any closed meeting to any person shall be guilty of an offense 

under the ordinances of the City and, upon conviction therefore, may be punished 

by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or ninety (90) days in jail, 

or both. Any such person who is employed or working for the City may also be 

subject to the termination of their employment as a result of such disclosure. Any 
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such person who is an elected official may also be subject to impeachment from 

their office as a result of such disclosure.     

 

Chapter 180 

PROCUREMENT POLICY  

  

Section 180.010.  Definitions. [Ord. No. 08-2-05 §1, 2-19-2008]  

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Chapter, shall have the 

meanings ascribed to them in this Section, except where the context clearly indicates a 

different meaning:   

AUTHORIZED PERSON ð Any City employee approved by the Board of Aldermen, 

City Administrator, department head or this policy to effect procurements on behalf of 

the City.    

AWARD ð The presentation, after careful consideration, of a purchase agreement or 

contract to the selected bidder.    

BIDDER ð A person who submits a bid in response to a public notice or invitation for 

bid.    

BLANKET PURCHASE ORDER ð A contract under which a vendor agrees to provide 

products or services to a purchaser on a demand basis; the contract generally establishes 

prices, terms, conditions and the period covered (no quantities are specified); shipments 

are to be made as required by the purchaser.    

BOARD OF ALDERMEN ð The individuals elected to serve as members of the 

Lawson, Missouri, Board of Aldermen.    

CAPITAL EQUIPMENT ð All large items that are found in the capital plan such as 

cars, trucks, backhoes usually costing five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) or more.    

CAPITAL PROJECTS ð Construction projects either new or replacement such as roads, 

buildings, water and sewer lines where the cost of construction exceeds five thousand 

dollars ($5,000.00).    

CITY ð The City of Lawson, Missouri, and its authorized representatives.    

CITY ADMINISTRATOR ð The Chief Administrative Officer of the City.    

CONSTRUCTION ð The process of building, altering, repairing, improving or 

demolishing any public structure, building or other public improvements of any kind to 

any public real property. It does not include the routine operation, routine repair or 

routine maintenance of existing structures, buildings or real property.    
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CONTRACT ð Any type of City agreement, regardless of what it may be entitled, for 

the procurement of supplies, services or construction.    

CONTRACTOR ð Any person or entity pursuing, or currently a party to, a contract with 

the City.    

CONTRACTUAL SERVICES ð Includes all telephone, utilities, gasoline, uniform 

services, cleaning contracts, rental, repair or maintenance of equipment, machinery and 

other City-owned property. This category also includes personal services of a person, 

agency or group of a non-technical or professional nature.    

COOPERATIVE AGENCY ð Any department, agency, commission, bureau or other 

unit in any other governmental unit whether school district, special authority, other 

municipality, County, State, Federal or otherwise governmental type unit which 

cooperates with the City through its Finance Director in purchasing any items covered by 

this Chapter.    

DEPARTMENT HEADS ð The person that is the head of a major function of the City 

and reports directly to the City Administrator. Positions in this classification include all 

positions with Director, Commissioner or Engineer in the title and the Chief of Police.    

EMPLOYEE ð Any individual receiving a salary from the City.    

ENGINEERING SERVICES ð A subset of professional services including architectural, 

engineering, land surveying and other related services.    

INVITATION FOR BIDS ð Any document utilized for soliciting sealed bids. No 

confidential or proprietary data shall be solicited in an invitation for bids. Bids are 

publicly opened and prices are fixed.    

ITEM ð Anything that is one (1) each, i.e., one (1) backhoe, one (1) car, one (1) radio, 

one (1) total project, one (1) service contract. An item cannot be subdivided to avoid the 

requirements of this Chapter.    

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE ð The performance of a technical or professional service 

by a person, group or company requiring specialized knowledge, intensive academic or 

technical training and/or a high degree of expertise such as engineers, lawyers, 

programmers, accountants, financial advisors, appraisers, real estate specialist, urban 

planners and medical personnel.    

PURCHASE ORDER ð A purchaser's written document to a supplier formally stating 

all terms and conditions of a proposed transaction.    

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS ð Any document utilized for soliciting proposals. 

Proposals are not publicly opened and prices can be negotiated.    

SUPPLIES ð All commodities, materials, equipment used in the daily operation of the 

City.    

TOTAL PURCHASE ð The mathematical extension and total of all items being 

purchased on a purchase order, contract or any other type of agreement.    
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USING DEPARTMENTS ð Any board, commission or unit of the City Government 

using supplies or procuring contractual services as provided for in this Chapter and which 

shall be under the direction and/or control of the Board of Aldermen.    

Section 180.020.  Purpose. [Ord. No. 08-2-05 §1, 2-19-2008]  

The purpose of this procurement policy is to provide a process for the fair and equitable 

treatment of all persons involved in public procurement with the City, to maximize the 

procurement value of public funds in procurement and to provide safeguards for 

maintaining a procurement system of quality and integrity.   

Section 180.030.  Application. [Ord. No. 08-2-05 §1, 2-19-2008]  

This procurement policy shall apply to all contracts or commitments for the expenditure 

of any public funds under the City's control on or after the effective date of this policy, 

unless the parties agree to its application to contracts entered into prior to the effective 

date. It shall apply to each expenditure of public funds by the City regardless of their 

source. When the procurement involves the expenditure of Federal assistance or contract 

funds, the procurement shall be conducted in accordance with any applicable Federal 

laws and/or regulations, which have not been set out in this policy. Nothing in this policy 

shall prevent the City from complying with the terms and conditions of any grant, gift or 

bequest which is otherwise consistent with the law.   

Section 180.040.  Administration. [Ord. No. 08-2-05 §1, 2-19-2008]  

It shall be the responsibility of the City Administrator to direct the provisions of this 

procurement policy.   

Section 180.050.  Bidding. [Ord. No. 08-2-05 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. Bidding. All purchases and contracts for supplies and contractual services, except 

for professional and engineering services and all sales of personal property which 

has become obsolete and unusable shall, except as expressly provided in this 

Chapter, be based wherever possible on competitive bids with the following 

exceptions:   

1. Motor fuel to operate City-owned vehicles and equipment;   

2. Monthly power supply purchase;   

3. Essential utility supply purchases;   

4. Monthly insurance payments;   

5. Bond payments.     

B. Formal Purchasing Procedures. All supplies, services, equipment and projects, 

except as otherwise provided herein, when the extended cost thereof shall equal or 

exceed two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) shall be purchased by formal written 
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contract from the lowest responsible bidder, unless otherwise justified after due 

notice inviting proposals.   

C. Solicitation Of Bids.   

1. Formal bids. The City Administrator or as delegated shall by certified or 

registered mail or in his/her discretion by first class mail or by electronic mail, 

solicit sealed bids from at least three (3) responsible prospective suppliers 

setting forth detailed specifications and all pertinent information necessary for 

the prospective supplier to file a bid or proposal. The invitation to bid will 

also be advertised in at least one (1) legal paper. The bid process should be 

approximately three (3) weeks or fifteen (15) working days from the first (1st) 

ad published. Prospective suppliers to whom invitations to bid are sent shall 

be limited to those who are part of the trade group offering commodities and 

services similar in character to that being purchased. If the department head is 

unable to reasonably find three (3) responsible suppliers, certification of that 

will be forwarded to the City Administrator who may deem the lesser number 

to be in compliance with the requirements of this Section. The provisions of 

this Section may be waived when the department head and the City 

Administrator agree that following this Section's provisions may cause 

excessive delay, public inconvenience and/or a significant cost penalty.   

2. Bond. Every contract awarded for public works shall be accompanied by a 

payment/performance bond with:   

a. Corporate surety licensed to do business in the State of Missouri; or   

b. Cash in the form of a cashier's check conditioned upon the faithful 

performance of the contract of said work and payment of all 

subcontractors and suppliers.   

(1) For contracts over one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00), 

said bond shall be equal to at least the entire amount of money to 

be paid for such work. All public works contracts in excess of one 

hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) shall be bid requiring a 

five percent (5%) bid bond.   

(2) For public works contracts under one hundred thousand dollars 

($100,000.00), the City shall require a cash bond in the form of a 

twenty percent (20%) retainage on all pay estimates requested by 

the contractor. The retainage bond shall be conditioned for the 

payment of any and all materials, labor, equipment, tools, 

insurance premiums or any other items connected with the work 

whether by subcontractor or otherwise. The City shall stipulate the 

ability to retain ten percent (10%) of the total money amount of the 

contract for up to one hundred eighty (180) days after the project is 

completed. When this retainage bond is used, the City shall require 

lien waivers for all work that is covered under a pay estimate.   
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(3) Manner of submission of bids ð opening, recommendations to the 

Board. Sealed bids or proposals shall be submitted to the City 

Clerk and shall be identified as to the bid involved on the 

envelope. The bids shall be opened in public at the time and place 

stated in the invitation to bid and in any public notices. After the 

opening, the department head requesting the bid shall review and 

file a report to the City Administrator with their recommendation 

and justification. The City Administrator will process the bid in 

accordance with Section 180.070 Approval.   

(4) Award of contract to bidder. The City shall award the contract to 

the "best" bid, not necessarily the lowest bid and shall have the 

right to reject any and all bids. When the award is not given to the 

lowest bidder, a full and complete statement of the reasons for 

placing the order elsewhere shall be prepared by the department 

head and forwarded to the City Administrator for approval and 

processing. This statement will be filed with the bid documents. 

When the award is not given to the lowest bidder, a full and 

complete statement of the reasons for placing the order elsewhere 

shall be attached to the purchase order and approved by the Board 

of Aldermen.   

(5) Factors for determination of best bid.   

(a) Cost to the City.   

(b) The ability, capacity and skill of the bidder to perform the 

contract or provide the services required.   

(c) Whether the bidder can perform the contract or provide the 

services within the time specified without delay or 

interference.   

(d) The character, integrity, responsibility, judgment, experience 

and efficiency of the bidder.   

(e) Whether the bidder is in default on the payment of taxes, 

licenses or monies due the City, this factor alone shall justify 

disqualification.   

(f) The quality and performance of previous contracts or 

services.   

(g) The previous and existing compliance by the bidder with 

laws, provisions of the ordinance and any other City 

ordinances relating to the contract or service.   

(h) The quality, availability and adaptability of the supplies or 

contractual services to the use required.   

(i) Local business preference.   
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(j) State and United States preference as outlined in Section 

180.140.   

(k) That all taxes or other monies billed by the City are paid in 

full and that all licenses required by the City are in proper 

order.    

(i) The ability of the bidder to provide future maintenance 

and service for the use of the subject of the contract.       

(6) Informal purchasing procedures. All purchases of supplies and 

personal services over five hundred dollars ($500.00) and less than 

two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) shall be made upon the basis of 

at least two (2) quotes from two (2) prospective suppliers. The 

department head requesting the services or materials will solicit 

bids by direct mail, electronic media or telephone and receive the 

bids either by direct mail, electronic media or via fax. All bids will 

be recorded and attached to the purchase request at time of 

submittal to the City Administrator.   

(7) Open market procedure. Purchase of supplies and contractual 

services of five hundred dollars ($500.00) or less can be made on 

the open market without bids or proposals. Departments shall 

always strive to maximize value and to minimize costs when 

making these purchases.   

(8) The bidding process may be waived for the purpose of purchasing 

goods and services for the following situations:   

(a) Where bids, contracts or cooperative purchasing agreements 

are established.   

(b) Where professional services of a specialized nature are 

required.   

(c) There exists only a sole supplier.   

(d) Where the standardization of parts and replacement is 

absolutely necessary.   

(e) Where ensuring compatibility with existing City equipment 

is in the best interest of the City.   

(f) In case of emergency.   

(g) For other reasons as deemed necessary by the Board of 

Aldermen.     

(9) Emergency purchasing procedures. An emergency exists when 

there is a threat to the public health, safety or welfare or when 

immediate expenditure is necessary for repairs to City property in 

order to protect against further loss of or damage to City property, 
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to prevent or minimize serious disruption in City services or to 

ensure the integrity of City records.   

(a) To the extent practical under the circumstances, emergency 

procurements should be competitively bid by obtaining 

quotations via telephone or facsimile.   

(b) Any and all procurements requested under this Section must 

be submitted in writing for the City Administrator's prior 

approval.   

(c) If the emergency procurement exceeds the budget 

appropriation, an ordinance to appropriate the funds must be 

submitted to the City Council as soon as is practical, given 

the nature of the emergency, but in no case more than thirty 

(30) days after initiating the emergency procurement.   

(d) A procurement will not be considered an emergency due to 

lack of appropriate planning on the part of department or City 

personnel.     

(10) Single source purchasing. The requirement of competitive bids or 

proposals for supplies may be waived when the City Administrator 

has determined that there is only a single feasible source for the 

procurement. A single source exists when:    

(a) Supplies are proprietary and only available from the 

manufacturer or a single distributor.    

(b) Based on past procurement experience, it is determined that 

only one (1) distributor serves our region.    

(c) Supplies are available at a discount from a single distributor 

for a limited period of time.    

(d) In order to match or fit with equipment already on hand.     

(11) Authority to engage in cooperative purchasing. The City 

Administrator shall have the authority to join with other unit's 

cooperative agencies in cooperative purchasing when it would 

serve the best interests of the City and after the approval of the 

Board of Aldermen. When engaged in cooperative purchasing, i.e., 

State of Missouri, General Services Administration, in which case 

bidding has already been done by another agency, the requirement 

of competitive bids or proposals may be waived.           

Section 180.060.  Prohibition Against Splitting of Procurements. [Ord. No. 08-2-05 §1, 2-19-

2008]  

No proposed procurement shall be artificially divided, delayed or scheduled in such a 

fashion so as to avoid bidding or in any way circumvent the requirements of this policy.   
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Section 180.070.  Approval. [Ord. No. 08-2-05 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. The department head may approve the purchase of budgeted operating supplies; a 

purchase not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00) with proper bidding 

procedures and no single item (not line item) exceeds two hundred fifty dollars 

($250.00).   

1. A person desiring to order a supply, equipment or service shall initiate the 

procedure by filling out a purchase order requisition, providing the vendor's 

name, address, the quantity, the description and the cost of the item or items 

being ordered. The department head will then approve this requisition.     

B. The department head with the City Administrator may approve the purchase of 

budgeted operating supplies up to two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) with no one (1) 

item exceeding one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500.00).   

C. Unbudgeted items shall require approval by the City Administrator pursuant to 

Subsection (G).   

D. The Board of Aldermen shall pre-authorize all capital expenditures either through 

the budget process or by motion in a Board of Aldermen meeting before the 

purchasing process will begin. The City Administrator may approve the actual 

purchase of budgeted capital equipment and capital projects if the purchase does not 

exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000.00). All purchases of capital equipment and 

capital projects over five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) shall require the final 

approval of the Board of Aldermen before the acquisition is made. The department 

head will make a written recommendation to the City Administrator before any 

capital expenditure is approved. The City Engineer will be responsible that any 

cost-sharing agreements, easements, construction plans or permits that are 

necessary are in place before submitting to the City Administrator.   

E. Contractual Services. The Mayor will approve and sign all agreements for 

contractual services pursuant to authorization by the Board of Aldermen and the 

contracts will be filed with the City Clerk.   

F. Professional Services. Contracts for professional services shall require 

authorization and approval by the Board of Aldermen. A contract, signed by the 

Mayor pursuant to authorization by the Board of Aldermen, shall be filed with the 

City Clerk and a purchase order for encumbrance of funds sent to City 

Administrator before work commences.   

G. The City Administrator may approve unbudgeted items or items exceeding budget 

up to one thousand dollars ($1,000.00). Unbudgeted expenses over one thousand 

dollars ($1,000.00) shall require Board of Aldermen approval. Unbudgeted 

approvals over five hundred dollars ($500.00) will be included in the report to the 

Board of Aldermen as an informational item.   

H. All other purchases or contracts not included above shall require Board of 

Aldermen approval. The Mayor or the City Administrator may authorize a phone 

poll of the Board of Aldermen if deemed necessary. This poll will be conducted by 
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the City Clerk and the City Administrator or their respective delegates and in 

accordance with the Sunshine Laws of the State of Missouri.   

I. Change orders to a non-capital, existing purchase order or contract will follow the 

same approval guidelines as regular purchases with the new total not exceeding 

their respective authorization levels.   

J. Change Orders For Capital Project. Projects within contract budget and/or a pre-

approved contingency may be approved as long as no line item change exceeds ten 

percent (10%) of that line item, not to exceed one thousand five hundred dollars 

($1,500.00). Example: One million dollar ($1,000,000.00) line item ð one 

thousand five hundred dollar ($1,500.00) change. Twenty-five thousand dollar 

($25,000.00) line item ð one thousand five hundred dollar ($1,500.00) change. The 

approval requires the department head and City Administrator. Anything exceeding 

this will require approval of the Board of Aldermen.     

Section 180.080.  Authorizations. [Ord. No. 08-2-05 §1, 2-19-2008]  

Authorization shall be the person in the described position or the person delegated by that 

position in their absence or non-availability, either by written authorization or the chain 

of command, as presented in the personnel charts contained in the annual budget.   

Section 180.090.  Transfers. [Ord. No. 08-2-05 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. The City Administrator may make transfers within a department's budget within a 

class or group (personnel, services, supplies, maintenance, capital items).   

B. The City Administrator shall have the authority to make transfers from one class to 

another (personnel to capital) up to one thousand dollars ($1,000.00). Over one 

thousand dollars ($1,000.00) shall require Board approval.   

C. The City Administrator shall be authorized to make administrative transfers to 

correct accounting procedures such as classification errors.     

Section 180.100.  Petty Cash. [Ord. No. 08-2-05 §1, 2-19-2008]  

Pre-approved petty cash purchases shall be limited to forty dollars ($40.00). All 

reimbursements shall be submitted to the City Clerk or City Administrator and will be 

made by check rather than from petty cash.   

Section 180.110.  Sale of Equipment or Property. [Ord. No. 08-2-05 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. All sales of real and personal property that have become obsolete and unusable and 

have an estimated value of five hundred dollars ($500.00) or more will be declared 

as surplus property by the Board of Aldermen and shall be sold:   

1. By using the formal bid method as described in the purchasing procedures and 

awarded to the highest responsible bidder, or   
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2. By holding a public auction that has been advertised a minimum of three (3) 

times, at least once in a legal newspaper. The property will be awarded to the 

highest bidder meeting the criteria of the auction.     

B. The City may dispose of used equipment by trading it in on new purchases. In this 

case the net cost of the new equipment less the trade in will be used in the 

comparison of bids.   

C. The Board of Aldermen may declare items of personal property as surplus in which 

case these items may be offered to another governmental or tax supported agency at 

lower than market value.   

D. Items under five hundred dollars ($500.00) may be declared as surplus by the City 

Administrator and discarded of in the most efficient method available depending on 

condition, salvage value, useful life remaining and other pertinent factors.     

Section 180.120.  Board of Aldermen. [Ord. No. 08-2-05 §1, 2-19-2008]  

The Board of Aldermen in its sole and absolute discretion may waive any and all 

aforementioned procedural requirements.   

Section 180.130.  Policy and Procedure For The Procurement of Qualification-Based 

Professional Services. [Ord. No. 08-2-05 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. "Professional services" shall mean those services of a vocation requiring 

specialized knowledge and intensive academic or technical training in such fields as 

law, finance, engineering, planning, real estate, computer sciences and other type 

fields.   

1. Contracts over ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00).   

a. The City Administrator will solicit proposals from qualified service 

providers, review the proposals, narrow the field of prospects, request 

detailed proposals, interview the providers and make a recommendation 

to the Board of Aldermen.   

b. Factors to be considered in determining the best proposal shall include 

experience and technical competence, previous performance, ability to 

meet schedules, community relations and sensitivity to citizens' concerns 

and the proximity to and familiarity with the area.   

c. When detailed proposals are requested, they should include, at a 

minimum, the project name, the name and address of the firm, related 

experience, any subcontractors or outside firms or personnel to be used, 

a resume of key persons involved, any special related experience, any 

other work previously done or currently being performed for the City, a 

description of resources to be used and an estimation of hours and time 

of completion.   

d. The City Administrator will negotiate a contract with the firm selected 

and report to the Board of Aldermen for acceptance or termination of 
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negotiations. If a contract cannot be negotiated, the committee will then 

select their next choice and an agreement will be negotiated with that 

firm.   

e. When in the determination of the City Administrator, because of the 

nature of the services desired, there is only a sole provider of the service 

that will be in the best interest of the City, the City Administrator may 

recommend the person or firm to the Board of Aldermen for approval, 

thus waiving this procedure.     

2. Contracts less than ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) and over two thousand 

nine hundred ninety-nine dollars ($2,999.00). Written proposals shall be 

required by direct mail. The City Administrator shall review the proposals and 

make a recommendation to the Board of Aldermen following the guidelines in 

Subsection (A).   

3. Contracts less than two thousand dollars ($2,000.00). Services for projects 

two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) to five hundred dollars ($500.00) will be at 

the direction of the department head who will make a recommendation to the 

City Administrator for approval.   

4. Contracts for five hundred dollars ($500.00). Contracts for five hundred 

dollars ($500.00) will be at the direction and approval of the department head.   

5. Contingent fees.   

a. Every contract entered into for professional services by the City shall 

contain a prohibition against contingent fees as follows:   

(1) The architect, engineer or service provider warrants that he/she has 

not employed or retained any company or person, other than a 

bona fide employee working solely for such firm or company, for 

the purpose to solicit or secure any agreement with the City or by 

providing any fee, commission, percentage, gift or any other 

consideration contingent upon or resulting from the award of this 

agreement.     

b. For the breach or violation for the foregoing provision, the Board of 

Aldermen shall have the right to terminate the agreement without 

liability and at its discretion to deduct from the contract price or 

otherwise recover the full amount of such fee, commission, percentage, 

gift or consideration.         

Section 180.140.  Conflict of Interest ð City Purchases. [Ord. No. 08-2-05 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. Prohibition Of Interest. Any City Officer or employee who has a substantial 

financial interest, direct or indirect or by reason of ownership of stock in any 

corporation, in any contract with the City or in the sale of any land, material, 

supplies or services to the City or to a contractor supplying the City, shall make 

known that interest and shall refrain from voting upon or otherwise participating in 
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the making of such a contract or sale. Violation of this Section with the knowledge 

express or implied of the person or corporation contracting with or making a sale to 

the City shall render the contract null and void by the Board of Aldermen. In 

addition to the above, no elected or appointed official or employee of the City of 

Lawson shall:   

1. Sell, rent or lease any property to the political subdivision or any agency of 

the political subdivision for the consideration in excess of five hundred dollars 

($500.00) per annum, unless the transaction is made pursuant to an award of a 

contract let or a sale made after public notice and in the case of property other 

than real property, competitive bidding, provided that the bid or offer accepted 

is the lowest received.   

2. Perform any service for the City of Lawson, Missouri, for any consideration in 

excess of five hundred dollars ($500.00) per annum unless the transaction is 

made pursuant to an award on a contract let, after public notice and 

competitive bidding, provided that the bid or offer accepted is the lowest 

received.     

B. Officers And Employees Not To Deal With Certain Entities. No officer or employee 

of this City shall enter into any private business transaction with any person or 

entity that has a matter pending or to be pending upon which the officer or 

employee is or will be called upon to render a decision or pass judgment. If any 

officer or employee is already engaged in the business transaction at the time that a 

matter arises, he/she shall be disqualified from rendering any decision or passing 

any judgment upon the same.   

C. Penalties. Any person who violates the provisions of Section 180.120, upon 

conviction thereof, shall be punished as provided in Section 170.020 of this Code.   

D. Gifts And Rebates. The City Administrator and every other officer and employee of 

the City are expressly prohibited from accepting, directly or indirectly, from any 

person, company, firm or corporation to which any purchase order or contract is or 

might be awarded, any rebate, gift, money or object which could be construed as 

such in excess of twenty-five dollars ($25.00), except where given for the use and 

benefit of the City.     

Section 180.150.  Local Purchasing Preference Policy. [Ord. No. 08-2-05 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. If a local bidder is within two percent (2%) of the lowest bid from an out-of-town 

bidder on a construction or other formally bid project from five thousand dollars 

($5,000.00) up to one million dollars ($1,000,000.00) and within one percent (1%) 

on such projects from one million one dollar ($1,000,001.00) up to five million 

dollars ($5,000,000.00), then the local bidder will be awarded the bid unless 

otherwise provided in this Section 180.150.   

B. The local purchase preference policy shall not apply in the following instances:   

1. When purchases and/or contracts are funded in whole or in part by Federal 

funds;   
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2. When purchases are less than five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) or more than 

five million dollars ($5,000,000.00);   

3. When purchases are not required to be formally bid, such as sole source 

procurements, emergency procurements and any other procurements as 

defined in the City procurement policy or the City emergency management 

policy;   

4. When professional services are procured through the issuance of requests for 

qualifications and/or requests for proposals, including design-build contracts; 

or   

5. When such preference is in conflict with any applicable State or Federal laws, 

rules or regulations.     

C. "Local" is defined as a business operating within the corporate limits of the City of 

Lawson, with the majority of its primary business operations, including, but not 

limited to, production, operation, purchasing, billing, marketing, management, 

administration and ownership, occurring within the City limits. "Local" shall not 

include the following:   

1. Those businesses with only a local Lawson post office box; or   

2. Those businesses with a sales presence in the City, but no physical business 

location within the City limits; or   

3. Home-based businesses that merely take orders for products shipped from out-

of-town to their customers.  

          Exceptions will be considered on a case-by-case basis when a written request is 

submitted to the City Administrator.    

        

D. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the local bidder must otherwise meet all 

qualifications and procurement policy requirements of the City, including, but not 

limited to, the "best bid" requirements, in order to be awarded a bid under this 

Section.     

Section 180.160.  Missouri and United States Products. [Ord. No. 08-2-05 §1, 2-19-2008]   

A. All requests for bids and proposals for supplies to be purchased shall be made in 

general terms and by general specifications and not by brand, trade names or other 

individual mark, provided such article to be purchased can be definitely described 

without the designation of such brand, trade name or other individual mark. All 

such requests and bids shall contain therein a paragraph in easily legible print 

reading as follows: "By virtue of statutory authority, a preference will be given to 

materials, products, supplies, provisions and all other articles produced, 

manufactured, made or grown within the state of Missouri."   

B. In letting contracts for the performance of any job or service, the City shall give 

preference to all firms, corporations or individuals doing business as Missouri 

firms, corporations or individuals or which maintain Missouri offices or places of 
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business, when the quality of performance promised is equal or better and the price 

quote is the same or less.   

C. Each contract for the purchase or lease of manufactured goods or commodities and 

each contract made for construction, alteration, repair or maintenance of any public 

works shall contain a provision that any manufactured goods or commodities used 

or supplied in the performance of that contract or any subcontract thereto shall be 

manufactured or produced in the United States. This Section shall not apply where 

the purchase, lease or contract involves an expenditure of less than twenty-five 

thousand dollars ($25,000.00). This Section shall not apply when only one (1) line 

of a particular good or product is manufactured or produced in the United States. 

This Section shall not apply when:   

1. The specified products are not manufactured or produced in the United States 

in sufficient quantities to meet the City°s requirements or cannot be 

manufactured or produced in the United States within the necessary time in 

sufficient quantities to meet the City's requirements;   

2. Obtaining the specified products manufactured or produced in the United 

States would increase the cost of the contract by more than ten percent (10%).     

D. Nothing in this Section is intended to contravene any existing treaty, law, 

agreement or regulation of the United States. All contracts under this Section shall 

be entered into in accordance with existing treaty, law, agreement or regulations of 

the United States including all treaties entered into between foreign countries and 

the United States regarding export-import restrictions and international trade and 

shall not be in violation of this Section to the extent of such accordance.   

E. The City may not authorize, provide for or make any payment to any vendor or 

contractor upon any contract in violation of this Section. At time of bid and before 

the City authorizes, provides or makes payment to any vendor or contractor upon 

any contract to which this Section applies, the vendor or contractor shall provide 

proof of compliance with this Section. Any vendor or contractor who knowingly 

misrepresents any material fact concerning the origin of any manufactured goods or 

commodities shall be guilty of a class A misdemeanor.     

Section 180.170.  Pre-Authorized Payments By City To Certain Vendors. [Ord. No. 08-2-05 

§1, 2-19-2008]   

A. Upon receipt of the bill or invoice from any entity which:   

1. Shall supply utilities (including, but not limited to, electric, telephone and 

natural gas) and solid waste removal to the City of Lawson; or   

2. Shall supply employee insurance services (including, but not limited to, major 

medical, pharmacy, dental and life insurance); or   

3. Issued general obligation or revenue bonds on behalf of the City,  

          the City shall pay said bill within the time required by the provider, but shall 

review said bill for accuracy and determine as to whether or not said bill is lawfully 
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owed. If said bill or invoice is required to be paid in the reasonable and normal course of 

business before a lawfully constituted meeting of the Board of Aldermen is scheduled, 

the City Administrator and City Clerk shall be authorized to pay said bill prior to official 

approval by the Board of Aldermen. However, the aforementioned bill and/or invoice and 

record of payment shall be presented to the Board of Aldermen at the time other monthly 

bills are presented ð such presentment shall be for purposes of inspection and review. If 

the Board of Aldermen determines that said bill was in anyway overpaid, then it shall 

order that a credit be taken on the next month's payment.    

          

 

Chapter 200 

ANIMALS AND FOWL  

  

Editor's Note ð Ord. no. KK432, adopted January 1, 1991, repeals this entire ch. 200 

enacting new provisions set out herein. Former ch. 200 derived from ord. no. KK421 

§§1ð21, 8-13-1990.  

ARTICLE I 

In General  

Section 200.010.  Definitions. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.1, 12-10-1990]  

Whenever in this Chapter the following terms are used, each shall have the meaning 

respectively ascribed in this Section:   

ANIMAL ð Any live, vertebrate creature, domestic or wild, other than humans.    

ANIMAL SHELTER ð The facility or facilities operated by Lawson, Missouri, or its 

authorized agents for the purpose of impounding or caring for animals held under the 

authority of this Chapter or State law.    

COMMERCIAL ANIMAL ESTABLISHMENT ð Any pet shop, grooming shop, 

auction, riding school, stable, kennel, guard dog service, dog trainer, business keeping 

animals in stock for retail or wholesale trade, or any establishment performing one (1) or 

more of the principal activities of the aforementioned establishments.    

DANGEROUS ANIMAL ð Any animal having a disposition or propensity to attack or 

bite any person or other animal without provocation, or which is wild by nature and of a 

species which, due to size, vicious nature or other characteristics, constitutes a danger to 

human life, physical well-being or property.    

DANGEROUS DOG ð     

1. Any dog that constitutes a physical threat to human beings or other animals, or has 

a disposition or propensity to attack or bite any person or other animal without 

provocation, or a dog of a species which, due to size, vicious nature or other 
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characteristics, constitutes a danger to human life, physical well-being or property, 

or any dog which has been known to bite or attack a human being or other domestic 

animals without provocation one (1) or more times;    

2. Any dog which, according to the records of the Supervisor of Animal Control, has 

killed a domestic animal without provocation while off the owner's property; or    

3. Any dog owned or harbored primarily or in part for the purpose of dog fighting or 

any dog trained for dog fighting.      

FOWL ð Any and all fowl, domesticated and wild, male and female, single and plural.    

HARBORING ð Any person who offers asylum, refuge or sanctuary to any animal on a 

basis so temporary as to not be deemed to be owning or keeping shall be deemed to be 

harboring.    

INDIVIDUAL ð The word "individual", whenever used in this Chapter, shall mean one 

(1) adult and competent human.    

KENNEL LICENSE (PERMIT) ð A kennel license is necessary for the care, breeding, 

showing or sale of dogs or cats by an adult natural person who maintains a hobby-kennel 

or hobby-cattery containing more than two (2), but not more than ten (10), animals over 

the age of six (6) months on the lot on which he is resident or on a contiguous lot, which 

lot or lots are not zoned for business.    

LARGE ANIMAL ð Any swine, bovine, goat, sheep, beast of burden or any other 

domestic or wild animal of a similar or larger size.    

LICENSE TAG ð Any system or systems of animal identification approved by the 

Finance Director which do not involve alteration or permanent marking of an animal.    

OWNING OR KEEPING ð Any person who feeds or shelters any animal for three (3) 

or more consecutive days or who professes ownership of such animal shall be deemed to 

be owning or keeping.    

PERSON ð A human being.    

PIT BULL DOG ð     

1. Staffordshire Bull Terrier breed of dog.    

2. The American Pit Bull Terrier breed of dog.    

3. Dogs of mixed breed or of other breeds than above listed which breed or mixed 

breed is known as Pit Bulls, Pit Bull dogs or Pit Bull Terriers.    

4. Any dog which has the appearance and characteristics of being predominantly of 

the breeds of the Staffordshire Bull Terrier, American Pit Bull Terrier, American 

Staffordshire Terrier, any other breed commonly known as Pit Bulls, Pit Pull dogs 

or Pit Bull Terriers, or a combination of any of these breeds.      

PUBLIC NUISANCE ð Any animal (or group of animals which contains any animal) 

which:    
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1. Molests any passerby or chases passing vehicles including bicycles.    

2. Attacks any other animal.    

3. Is in heat and not properly confined as provided in Section 200.300.    

4. Is at large in violation of Section 200.310.    

5. Damages public or private property.    

6. Barks, whines or howls in an excessive fashion which is hereby defined as 

continuous or untimely so as to disturb the sleep of an individual who is a neighbor 

(a "neighbor" for this purpose is hereby defined as an individual residing in a 

residence structure which is within one hundred (100) yards of property on which 

the animal is kept or harbored) and who does in writing state that he will so testify 

if called upon to testify about such matter under oath.    

7. Is ridden on public property without a permit or which obstructs or interferes with 

vehicular or pedestrian traffic.    

8. Causes injury to people.    

9. Threatens or causes a condition which endangers public health.    

10. Impedes refuse collection by ripping any bag or tipping any container of such.      

SMALL ANIMAL ð Any animal not within the definition of large animal, but including 

all dogs without reference to size.    

SUPERVISOR OF ANIMAL CONTROL ð The use of this title throughout this Chapter 

shall be a reference to the Supervisor of Animal Control and staff assigned to work under 

the direct control of the Supervisor of Animal Control who may act through staff to 

perform any duty under this Chapter unless otherwise specifically stated.    

VETERINARY MEDICAL CARE FACILITY ð A facility which has the primary 

function of providing medical care for animals and is operated by a currently licensed 

veterinarian.    

WILD ANIMAL ð Any animal which is predominantly free roaming as opposed to 

domesticated.    

Section 200.020.  Duty of Supervisor of Animal Control. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.2, 12-10-

1990]  

Except where otherwise provided, it shall be the duty of the Supervisor of Animal 

Control, under the direction of the Chief of Police, to administer and enforce the 

provisions of this Chapter directly or through staff assigned to be supervised by said 

Supervisor of Animal Control.   

Section 200.030.  Duty of The Police Department. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.3, 12-10-1990]  

It shall be the duty of the Police Department to enforce the provisions of this Chapter and 

to assist the Supervisor of Animal Control in enforcing the provision of this Chapter.   
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Section 200.040.  Supervisor of Animal Control ð Records. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.4, 12-10-

1990]  

The Supervisor of Animal Control shall keep a record in which he shall enter all his 

official transactions. Such record shall be open to the inspections of any person as 

authorized or limited by the Revised Statutes of Missouri, particularly Chapter 610 and 

such other enactments as may be or become applicable.   

Section 200.050.  Impoundment and Violation Notice. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.5, 12-10-1990]   

A. Any unrestrained dog, or any animal defined as a public nuisance by this Chapter, 

may be taken by the Police or Supervisor of Animal Control and impounded in the 

animal shelter or at a designated holding place and be there confined in a humane 

manner pending further action pursuant to this Chapter or other law. If an owner or 

keeper is present, in lieu of impoundment, a general ordinance summons may be 

issued to that person and said person may retain possession of the animal if it is the 

belief of the officer issuing such summons that such possession is not in conflict 

with any other Section of this Chapter.   

B. Whenever any animal is confined by authority of this Chapter, it shall be the duty of 

the Supervisor of Animal Control to release the same upon satisfactory proof that 

the party claiming the animal is entitled to possession thereof and upon payment to 

the City Treasurer of all applicable fees prescribed by Section 200.330 and the fee 

for any license that may be required by this Chapter.     

Section 200.060.  Notification of Capture and Impoundment. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.6, 12-10-

1990]  

After the impoundment of any animal where a general ordinance summons has not bee 

issued to the owner or keeper, the Supervisor of Animal Control shall promptly notify the 

owner of such animal of its impoundment if the owner can be determined and located by 

reasonable investigation; however, no liability shall attach to the City or to the Supervisor 

of Animal Control or his staff for failure to give such notice. The owner or an impounded 

animal who does not redeem his animal may still be proceeded against for violation of 

any applicable Section or Sections of this or any other applicable ordinance.   

Section 200.070.  Powers of City Administrator (or His Designate). [Ord. No. KK432 §200.7, 

12-10-1990]   

A. In the event that the City Administrator or his designate determines that a rabies or 

other zoonotic disease control emergency exists, he shall so declare, stating the 

boundaries of the affected area and he is hereby empowered to issue emergency 

regulations and take all steps necessary within the provisions of this Chapter and 

State law to abate the threat. Such emergency steps and regulations shall be in 

effect only during the period of the declared emergency.   

B. The City Administrator or his designate is hereby empowered to issue standing 

regulations for rabies and zoonosis control that he finds necessary to protect the 

public health, which standing regulations shall be filed with the City Clerk. Such 
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regulations shall be in keeping with the United States Public Health Service 

Guidelines and Missouri State Law.     

Section 200.080.  Permit For Elimination of Pests. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.8, 12-10-1990]  

The City Administrator (or his designate) is hereby authorized to issue a permit for the 

elimination of squirrels, starlings or pigeons to any owner or owner's authorized agent, 

lessee or tenant of real estate in the City frequented by squirrels, starlings or pigeons in 

numbers the director believes to be sufficient to create a public nuisance on such real 

estate; or in cases where such public nuisance exists in a district of the City, such permit 

may be issued to a duly licenses pest control or exterminating company for such district 

which shall be defined on such permit. No permit shall be issued for a longer period than 

thirty (30) days. Retention of any such permit shall be conditioned upon continuing 

compliance with advisory instructions issued and regulations adopted by the City 

Administrator or his designate dealing with such activity, which regulations the City 

Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to promulgate and to adopt by filing 

them with the City Clerk, which regulations shall govern the trapping and disposal of 

squirrels, starlings and pigeons and shall be designed to ensure humane and sanitary 

methods for such and for the protection of public health.   

Section 200.090.  Dangerous and Prohibited Animals. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.9, 12-10-1990; 

Ord. No. KK624 §1, 7-21-1997]   

A. The keeping or harboring of dangerous animals other than dogs within the City is 

hereby prohibited. Other than as to dogs which are regulated by Section 200.270, 

the Supervisor of Animal Control shall have the authority to declare an animal 

dangerous because of past behavior, violations or the inherently dangerous nature of 

the animal as to persons. Such a declaration shall be grounds for the impoundment 

and destruction of the animal unless, without danger to the public, it can be and is 

removed from the City within forty-eight (48) hours.   

B. The following animals are hereby declared to be dangerous and the keeping or 

harboring of such animals within the City is prohibited, except as provided in 

Subsection (A) of this Section:   

1. Lions, tigers, bears, leopards, ocelots, jaguars, cheetahs, margays, mountain 

lions, Canada lynx, bobcats, jaguarundi, hyenas, wolves and coyotes;   

2. Non-human primates, raccoons, skunks and foxes;   

3. Any deadly, dangerous or poisonous reptile;   

4. Any non-domestic cat, wild/domestic cat hybrid, wolf-dog hybrid or 

poisonous animal.   

5. Any other animal which is inherently dangerous because of past behavior, 

violations of this Chapter or the nature of the animal in relation to persons or 

domestic animals.     
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C. The animals listed in Subsection (B) of this Section may be kept in a properly 

maintained and licensed zoological park, circus, scientific or educational institution, 

research laboratory, veterinary hospital or animal refuge, only after such animals 

have been registered with the Supervisor of Animal Control.     

Section 200.100.  Private Property Rights. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.10, 12-10-1990]   

A. In the interest of public health, safety and the general welfare, to regulate or 

prohibit the keeping or running at large of any animal or fowl, any person keeping 

or harboring any animal or fowl in the City by so doing does thereby authorize the 

Supervisor of Animal Control to enter without warrant upon private property he 

owns or controls where such animal or fowl is to be found, in plain sight, other than 

within any residence structure, for the purpose of enforcement of this Chapter and 

to seize such animal from said private property to abate ordinance violation.   

B. By the authority of this Section, any animal that is deemed by the Supervisor of 

Animal Control to be cruelly mistreated in violation of this Chapter or suffering 

may be seized from the property of its owner or keeper to abate the mistreatment or 

the suffering of that animal and it may be confined at the Municipal Animal Shelter 

or other appropriate facility for disposition under the terms of this Chapter.   

C. Any animal that has possibly exposed a person to rabies through a bite wound or 

other tissue invasion and that is found on the property of the owner or keeper may 

be removed from that property by an Animal Control Officer if such owner or 

keeper is not available, willing and able to surrender the animal for the observation 

required by Section 200.380 or Section 200.390 of this Chapter.   

D. Any female dog in season and not confined in a building or solid enclosure as 

required by Section 200.300 of this Chapter may be removed from the property of 

the owner or keeper to abate such nuisance.   

E. Any dog on the property of an owner or keeper that is roaming free or that is not 

effectively physically restrained shall be deemed to be in violation of Section 

200.310 and may be removed from that property.     

Section 200.110.  Abandonment. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.11, 12-10-1990]  

It shall be unlawful for any owner or keeper to abandon any animal. For the purpose of 

this Section, to "abandon" means for the owner or keeper to leave an animal without 

demonstrated or apparent intent to recover or to resume custody; to leave an animal for 

more than twelve (12) hours without providing for adequate food and shelter for the 

duration of the absence; or to turn out or release an animal for the purpose of causing it to 

be impounded.   

Section 200.120.  Keeping Livestock and Wild Beasts. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.12, 12-10-1990]   

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep, maintain or harbor any hogs, pigs or 

other member of the swine species of animals within the City.   
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B. No livestock (as used herein "livestock" includes, but it not limited to, the following 

animals: horses, mules, cattle, sheep, goats) or wild animals of similar or larger size 

shall be kept, maintained, pastured or fed within two hundred (200) feet of the 

nearest portion of any building in any way used by human beings, other than the 

dwelling occupied by the owner or keeper of any such animals. Beyond this 

limitation of two hundred (200) feet, not more than two (2) of the aforesaid animals 

shall be kept, provided that the limitation of two (2) horses shall not apply to a 

commercial riding stable licensed pursuant to Section 200.450 as a riding academy, 

nor shall the limitation of two (2) such animals apply to a commercial stockyard or 

land zoned for agricultural use. Stables, coops, pens or other structures for the 

housing of any of the aforementioned animals shall comply with all zoning 

restrictions.   

C. Livestock shall not be allowed to run at large and when legally kept must be 

restrained in a manner and by such means as will prevent such animals from 

escaping, straying or running at large. Gates used to restrain livestock shall be kept 

closed with a chain and padlock to minimize vandalism.   

D. All manure accumulations in the area where livestock and other animals are kept 

shall be removed, stored or disposed of in such a manner as to prevent attracting 

flies or the spread of disease.   

E. Wild animals not prohibited from being kept as pets shall also be so kept in 

compliance with the Statutes, regulations and treaties of the State of Missouri and 

the Federal Government.     

Section 200.130.  Small Animals and Fowl in Pens. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.13, 12-10-1990]   

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep, harbor or maintain any animals or fowl 

of any type except dogs or cats within the City unless the zoning classification for 

that area containing the owner's property is classified Agricultural District "A-1" 

pursuant to the City of Lawson zoning regulations.   

B. Location And Restraint Required. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or 

maintain any chicken coop, dove cote, rabbit hutch or other yard establishment for 

the housing of fowl or small animals, except dogs and cats, closer that one hundred 

(100) feet to the nearest portion of any building occupied by or in any way used by 

human beings, other than the dwelling occupied by the owner or keeper of the 

animals or fowl, or closer than twenty-five (25) feet to the property line of the lot 

on which such fowl or animals are kept for sale within a bona fide produce market, 

commission house or store for purposes of trade and while so kept are confined in 

small coops, boxes or cages, or where such animals or fowl are kept for purposes of 

research in a laboratory. Animals and fowl so kept or maintained shall be enclosed 

on all sides and shall not be allowed to run or fly at large except for homing 

pigeons.   

C. Odors. Every coop, dove cote, rabbit hutch or other yard establishment shall be kept 

so that no offensive, disagreeable or noxious smell or odor shall arise therefrom to 

the injury, annoyance or inconvenience of any inhabitants of the neighborhood.   
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D. Disposal Of Manure. Every coop, dove cote, rabbit hutch or other yard 

establishment shall be provided within a watertight and fly-tight receptacle for 

manure of such dimension as to contain all accumulations thereof, which receptacle 

shall be emptied sufficiently often and in such manner as to prevent its becoming a 

nuisance. Such receptacle shall be securely covered at all times except when open 

during the deposit or removal of manure or refuse therefrom. No manure shall be 

allowed to accumulate except in such receptacle. All such manure, when removed 

from the receptacle, shall be buried with covering of not less than six (6) inches of 

earth, or if used as fertilizer, thoroughly spaded into the ground, or shall be 

removed from the property.   

E. Fowl ð Maintenance Of Enclosures. All earthen yards of runways wherein fowl 

are kept or permitted to be shall be spaded and then limed once every three (3) 

months from the month of April through the month of December. For the purpose 

of killing flies and other insects, all structures, pens or coops wherein fowl are kept 

or permitted to be shall be sprayed with such substances as will eliminate such 

insects.   

F. Condition Of Enclosure. Any structure, pen, coop or yard wherein animals or fowl 

are kept or permitted to be shall be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition, 

devoid of all rodents and vermin, and free from objectionable odors. The enclosed 

area of all such structures shall be constructed in such a way as to be dry at all times 

on the inside. The person maintaining any aforementioned structure, pen, coop or 

yard in the City does by such act of maintenance authorize the City Administrator 

or his designate to at any time inspect any such structure or premises and issue any 

such order as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this Section.   

G. Number Of Animals, Fowl. Except where fowl, rabbits or other small animals are 

kept for sale within a bona fide produce market, commission house or store for the 

purpose of trade and while so kept are confined in small coops, boxes or cages; or 

where such animals or fowl are kept for the purposes of research in a laboratory; or 

in areas zoned for agricultural use, it shall be unlawful for any person to keep or 

maintain, within one hundred (100) feet of the nearest portion of any dwelling or 

other building occupied by or in any way used by human beings, except for a 

dwelling occupied by the owner or keeper of such animals, more than fifteen (15) 

chickens or other domestic fowl four (4) months or more of age or thirty (30) chicks 

or other domestic fowl under four (4) months of age or more than ten (10) rabbits or 

other small animals over the age of four (4) months or more than twenty (20) 

rabbits or other small animals under the age of four (4) months. No rooster which 

crows shall be kept within three hundred (300) feet of any residence or dwelling 

except that of the owner or keeper.   

H. As to the keeping and harboring of chickens or other domestic fowl for whatever 

purpose maintained, the City Administrator (or his designate) shall have authority 

to promulgate regulations to provide that such shall be kept in such a manner as to 

prevent a nuisance or health hazard.     

Section 200.140.  Cruelty To Animals. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.14, 12-10-1990]   
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A. No owner or keeper of an animal shall fail to provide the animal with sufficient 

good and wholesome food and water; proper shelter for the species with insulation 

if necessary for protection from the weather; adequate bedding; and the opportunity 

for adequate daily exercise. An owner or keeper shall provide veterinary care when 

needed to treat injury or illness unless the animal is instead promptly destroyed in a 

humane manner. Any owner, keeper or harborer of an animal in this City by the act 

of owning, keeping or harboring such animal does thereby authorize the Supervisor 

of Animal Control to enter the yard where such animal is kept if the Supervisor of 

Animal Control reasonably believes that the animal is kept in an unlawful, cruel or 

inhumane manner and to examine such animal and to seize and impound such 

animal at the Municipal Animal Shelter when, in said examiner's opinion, it is being 

kept in an unlawful, cruel or inhumane manner.   

B. No person shall beat, cruelly ill treat, torment, overload, overwork or otherwise 

abuse an animal or cause, instigate or permit any dogfight, cockfight or other 

combat between animals or between animals and humans and any animal so used 

shall be seized, impounded and promptly humanely destroyed. Nor shall any person 

attend such unlawful exhibition or be umpire or judge at such.   

C. The operator of a motor vehicle which strikes any animal shall, as soon as possible, 

report the accident to the Police Department.   

D. No person shall offer to give or give a live animal as a prize or as a business 

inducement.   

E. Fowl younger than eight (8) weeks of age may not be sold or offered for sale in 

quantity of less than twenty (20) birds to an individual purchaser. Vendors of such 

fowl shall provide and operate brooders or other heating devices as may be 

necessary to maintain the fowl in good health and shall keep adequate food and 

water available to the fowl.     

Section 200.150.  Injuring and Capturing Animals Unlawful. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.15, 12-

10-1990]  

Except as necessary for human safety, relocation of nuisance animals through the use of 

box traps, destruction of rats, mice and other pests, veterinary medical practice, 

termination of suffering, and performance of official duties by public employees, it shall 

be unlawful to deliberately injure or kill, capture or trap, expose a poisonous substance 

for, or poison any animal and, further, it shall be an unlawful act to attempt any of the 

aforesaid unlawful acts.   

Section 200.160.  Dog Pens, Runs, Cages ð Odors. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.16, 12-10-1990]  

Every pen, run, cage or other yard establishment wherein any dog is kept shall be 

maintained so that no offensive, disagreeable or noxious smell or odor shall arise 

therefrom to the injury, annoyance or inconvenience of any neighbor.   

Section 200.170.  Disposal of Manure. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.17, 12-10-1990]   
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A. All manure accumulations in any pen, run, cage or yard establishment wherein a 

dog is kept shall be removed or disposed of in such a manner as to prevent the 

breeding of flies.   

B. It shall be unlawful for the person in control of a dog to allow the dog to deposit 

manure on public property or on the private property of another person.   

C. The owner or keeper of every animal, when such animal is off the property 

controlled by the owner or keeper, shall be responsible for the removal of any 

excreta deposited by such animal on public walks, streets, recreation areas or 

private property and it shall be a violation of this Chapter for such owner or keeper 

to fail to remove or provide for the removal of such excreta before taking an animal 

from the immediate area where such excretion occurred.     

Section 200.180.  License ð Required For Dogs and Cats. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.18, 12-10-

1990]  

It shall be the duty of every person owning, keeping or harboring in the City any dog or 

cat over one hundred eighty (180) days old to procure a license therefor from the City 

Administrator or his designate. The receipt issued for the license shall constitute a 

certificate of registry and evidence of licensure for the keeping of such dog or cat within 

the City. The City Administrator may delegate authority to the Supervisor of Animal 

Control to enforce any Section of this Chapter requiring licensure.   

Section 200.190.  Non-Residents. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.19, 12-10-1990]  

Any other Section of this Chapter notwithstanding, the licensing provision of this Chapter 

shall not apply to any non-resident owner or keeper of a dog or cat while such non-

resident is passing through the City, provided such dog or cat shall remain on leash or 

otherwise effectively physically restrained as in a closed vehicle.   

Section 200.200.  License Fee ð Exception. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.20, 12-10-1990]  

For the issuance of each dog and cat license required by this Chapter, the owner or keeper 

shall pay to the City such license fee as is provided for in Section 200.450, except that 

when any such owner, keeper or other applicant for such license shall submit such proof 

as may be required by the City Administrator or his designate that a dog is fully trained 

as a "seeing eye dog" or a "hearing dog" and is regularly used in the service of a blind or 

deaf person or that a dog is owned by a governmental unit, then such license shall be 

issued without the payment of such fee.   

Section 200.210.  Licensing Period. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.21, 12-10-1990]  

The licensure evidenced by the certificate of registry shall entitle an owner or keeper to 

keep the licensed dog or cat in the City until the first (1st) day of July next following the 

date of issuance of the dog and cat license and certificate.   

Section 200.220.  Certification of Immunization ð Licensure Prerequisite. [Ord. No. KK432 

§200.22, 12-10-1990]  
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Before the City Administrator or his designate issues any license or tag for a dog or cat, 

the owner or keeper thereof shall file with the City Administrator or his designate a 

certificate from a licensed veterinarian showing that within three hundred sixty-five (365) 

days next preceding the issuance of such license, the dog or cat was immunized against 

rabies. The owner will also submit satisfactory proof (such as a certificate from a licensed 

veterinarian) to the City Administrator or his designate as to whether or not a dog or cat 

has been spayed or neutered if it is desired to obtain a license at the lower rate applicable 

to spayed or neutered animals.   

Section 200.230.  Records of Dog and Cat Registration. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.23, 12-10-

1990]  

The City Administrator or his designate shall keep a record for a period of three (3) years 

giving the name and address of the owner or keeper of each licensed dog or cat and the 

number of the certificate of registry, together with a general description of the dog or cat.   

Section 200.240.  License Tags ð Replacement Tags. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.24, 12-10-1990]  

At the time of the issuance of a license required by this Chapter, the City Administrator 

or his designate shall deliver therewith a license tag showing the registration number and 

expiration date of the license. A replacement license tag shall be furnished by the City 

Administrator or his designate to any such owner or keeper upon application satisfactory 

to the City Administrator or his designate and payment of one dollar ($1.00). Any change 

in the form of license tag or tags used shall first be approved by the City Administrator or 

his designate as suitable for dogs or cats or both.   

Section 200.250.  Wearing of License or Identification Tags Required. [Ord. No. KK432 

§200.25, 12-10-1990]   

A. No owner or keeper of any licensed dog shall allow or permit such dog to be 

outside the residence of said owner or keeper at any time without having attached to 

a collar about the neck of such animal or to a secure body harness the license tag 

provided for in Section 200.240 or the identification tag provided for in Section 

200.410 (repealed by Ord. No. KK609, 4-21-97) except when such dog is being 

handled in the course of an organized dog training or exhibition program.   

B. The owner or keeper of any licensed cat shall either attach the license tag provided 

for in Section 200.240 to the animal with a neck collar or secure body harness or 

the owner or keeper shall retain such tag in possession at his residence or shall 

display the tag upon request of any Police Officer or Animal Control Officer.   

C. No person shall remove or cause to be removed the collar, harness or the license tag 

from any registered dog or cat without the consent of the owner or keeper thereof.     

Section 200.260.  Limitation On Number of Dogs and Cats. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.26, 12-10-

1990]   

A. It shall be unlawful and a public nuisance for any person in charge of a residence to 

keep or allow to be kept more than two (2) dogs or two (2) cats, or any combination 
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of such animals exceeding two (2) in number, over the age of ninety (90) days at 

such residence unless the residence or all of the dogs and cats are kept there are 

within one (1) or more of the following exceptions:   

1. The residence is licensed as a commercial animal establishment.   

2. All of the dogs and cats over one hundred eighty (180) days of age kept at the 

residence are licensed as required under this Chapter and the person in charge 

of the residence upon the request of any City of Lawson Animal Control 

Officer or Police Officer presents for inspection certificates of registry for all 

such animals showing continuous licensure for all such animals from October 

1, 1985, onward.   

3. The individual in charge of the residence has a current kennel permit in which 

case the number of animals shall not exceed ten (10) over the age of one 

hundred eighty (180) days.     

B. When animals in excess of the limit established in the preceding Subsection are 

found at a residence, all of the animals found at the residence may be removed to 

the Municipal Animal Shelter to be handled in accordance with Section 200.320, 

except that the person in charge of the residence, if present, may designate and 

retain up to two (2) licensed animals.     

Section 200.270.  Dangerous Dogs. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.27, 12-10-1990]   

A. A dog may be declared dangerous because of any one (1) or more of the following:   

1. Any dog of a cross, ferocious or dangerous disposition as evidenced by past 

behavior.   

2. Any dog which is of a species, size, vicious nature or other characteristic(s) 

that would constitute a threat to physical well-being of human or animal life.   

3. Any dog which is of a species, size, vicious nature or other characteristic(s) 

that would constitute a danger to public or private property.   

4. Any dog which has the disposition or propensity to attack unprovoked.   

5. Any dog which has without provocation bitten a human being one (1) time.     

B. The following constitutes prima facie evidence of a dangerous dog:   

1. Records of animal control or the Police Department show a past history of 

violations of Subsection (A)(1) through (4).   

2. Evidence is presented in a court of competent jurisdiction and a judgment is 

entered into the court record indicating the dog is considered by the court to 

be a dangerous dog.   

3. An incident occurs during which a serious injury and/or death results.     



 Title IV Attachment 1:105 Supp. #3, 10/13 

C. Any dog found to be a dangerous dog under Subsection (A)(1) through (4) or 

Subsection (B)(1) through (2) shall be required to be controlled under the following 

standards:   

1. Leash. No person shall permit a dangerous dog to go outside its kennel or pen 

unless such dog is securely leashed with a leash no longer than four (4) feet in 

length.   

2. Confinement. When not on a leash being physically controlled by a person, a 

dangerous dog shall be securely confined in a locked pen or kennel consisting 

of a structure which has secure sides and a secure top attached to the sides and 

either a secure bottom attached to the sides or the sides of the pen must be 

embedded in the ground at least two (2) feet. Such enclosures shall adhere to 

all building and zoning regulations of the City. All such enclosures must be 

adequately lighted and ventilated and kept in a clean and sanitary condition.   

3. Confinement indoors. No dangerous dog may be kept on a porch, patio or in 

any part of a house or structure that would allow the dog to exit such building 

on its own volition. In addition, no such dog may be kept in a house or 

structure when the windows are open or when screen windows or screen doors 

are the only obstacle preventing the dog from exiting the structure.   

4. Signs. A conspicuous notice shall be posted consisting of a notice stating in 

two (2) inch high print on a two (2) feet by three (3) feet sign, 

"DANGEROUS DOG".     

D. Any dog found to be a dangerous dog under Subsection (A)(5) or Subsection (B)(3) 

may be humanely killed as directed by a court of competent jurisdiction if it is 

found that the dog is too great a threat to human or animal life to be released to the 

owner, keeper or harborer.   

E. The Animal Control Officer or Police Department may take control of and remove 

to the animal shelter or other facility providing adequate shelter, food and medical 

care any dog that is involved in an incident where the owner, harborer or keeper has 

been issued a summons for a violation of any Section of Chapter 200 until such 

time as the court disposes of the case involving the dog(s) in question. Within 

twenty-four (24) hours of the final disposition of the case, the animal in question 

must be returned to the owner, harborer or keeper and any applicable provisions of 

Chapter 200 shall apply except that a maximum fee of twenty dollars ($20.00) may 

be charged for housing the dog.   

F. The Animal Control Officer or the Police Department may destroy a dangerous dog 

as a last resort if it is not reasonably possible to catch the dog without injury and/or 

death to human or animal life or damage to public or private property within the 

City.   

G. It shall be unlawful for any owner, harborer or keeper to fail to comply with any 

Subsection of this Section. Failure to comply may result in the immediate 

impoundment of the dog(s) in question and revocation of their license.   
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H. Biting Dogs Running At Large. It shall be unlawful for any person owning, keeping 

or harboring any dog to permit, suffer or allow said dog at large (as defined in 

Section 200.310(A)) within the City and if said dog causes injury to a human by 

biting or scratching while running at large, said owner, keeper or harborer shall, 

upon conviction, be punished pursuant to this Section and Section 200.420(A).   

I. Penalty Section. Any violation of any parts of this Section shall be punishable 

pursuant to Section 200.420(A).     

Section 200.280.  Excessive Animal Noise. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.28, 12-10-1990; Ord. No. 

KK735, 7-23-2001]   

A. No person shall own or keep any animal which by making excessive noise disturbs 

a neighbor/neighborhood. The following definitions and conditions shall be 

specially applicable to enforcement of the aforesaid prohibition of this Section:   

EXCESSIVE NOISE ð Any noise produced by an animal which is so loud and 

continuous or untimely as to disturb the sleep of a neighbor.    

NEIGHBOR ð An individual residing in a residence structure which is within one 

hundred (100) yards of the property on which the animal is kept or harbored and who 

does state that he will testify under oath to said animal making excessive noise.    

B. If a general ordinance summons is issued charging violation of this Section, a 

subpoena shall also be issued to the disturbed neighbor to testify in the matter.     

Section 200.290.  Dogs or Other Animals Putting Persons in Fear or Being Maintained As 

Public Nuisances. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.29, 12-10-1990]   

A. No person shall own, keep or harbor any dog or other animal which by jumping 

upon or threatening any person upon a public street or sidewalk shall cause such 

person to be put in fear of injury. This Section shall apply to any animal running at 

large (as defined by Section 200.310(A)) and to any animal while being walked on 

a leash and the unprovoked attack by an animal on a leash upon any person shall 

constitute an assault or battery by the person holding the leash and failing to prevent 

unprovoked attach by such animal.   

B. It shall be a violation to maintain any animal within the City as a public nuisance as 

such is defined by the Common Law of Missouri, the Statutes of Missouri or the 

ordinances of this City.     

Section 200.300.  Dog in Heat. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.30, 12-10-1990]  

The owner, keeper or person harboring any female dog shall, during the period that such 

animal is "in heat", keep it securely confined and enclosed within a building except when 

out upon such person's premises briefly for toilet purposes while on lease or otherwise 

effectively physically restrained. For the purposes of this Section, "briefly for toilet 

purposes" shall consist of a maximum time of fifteen (15) minutes on each separate 

occasion.   
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Section 200.310.  Dogs Running At Large Prohibited. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.31, 12-10-1990]   

A. It shall be unlawful for any person owning, keeping or harboring any dog to permit, 

suffer or allow said dog to run at large within the City. For the purpose of this 

Section, any dog shall be deemed to have been permitted, suffered or allowed by its 

owner, keeper or harborer to run at large when found outside of the residence 

structure of the owner, keeper or harborer and not effectively physically restrained 

on a chain or leash or behind a suitable fence or other proper method of physical 

restraint from which it cannot escape.   

B. A legally blind person using a "seeing eye dog" in the customary manner shall be 

deemed to be in compliance with this Section.   

C. Official use of dogs by any governmental unit shall be deemed in compliance with 

this Section.     

Section 200.320.  Disposition of Animals. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.32, 12-10-1990]   

A. Impounded animals shall be kept for not less than seven (7) days except:   

1. When given to be disposed of by an owner, keeper or harborer, in which case 

the animal shall be held until the next calendar day before making a 

disposition;   

2. When an animal arrives at the shelter in so sick or injured a condition that in 

the judgment of the Supervisor of Animal Control or a licensed veterinarian, 

human compassion requires that the suffering be promptly ended, in such 

instance said time period shall not apply and the animal will be humanely 

killed to prevent needless suffering.     

B. Whenever an animal shall remain in the animal shelter or at the place of 

impoundment of a designated representative for a period longer than seven (7) days 

from the impounding of such animal (except those animals impounded under 

authority of Section 200.380 or Section 200.390, in which case said period shall 

begin upon the expirations of the applicable observation period therein provided), 

said animal shall be disposed of in a humane manner by the Supervisor of Animal 

Control.   

C. The Supervisor of Animal Control may, in lieu of having an unclaimed animal 

killed as provided herein, give such animal into the custody of any adult requesting 

custody (animal adoption) of such specific animal as a pet after viewing it, provided 

that in the judgment of the Supervisor said person will humanely care for such 

animal and will not permit its use for laboratory or experimental purposes. If more 

than one (1) qualified person requests an animal, the person making the highest and 

best bid shall receive the animal.   

D. No animal will be given to the custody of a person who, in the judgment of the 

Supervisor, is requesting the animal with the intent to sell it. Not more than two (2) 

animals may be given into the custody of any individual or family per year.   
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E. After selection of a dog or cat, but prior to delivery of custody of the animal, the 

Supervisor of Animal Control shall:   

1. Collect all fees for boarding of said dog or cat and issue a receipt for such 

which shall constitute a temporary permit to keep the animal without license 

for tag for ten (10) days if it is over one hundred eighty (180) days old or for 

ten (10) days after the animal becomes one hundred eighty (180) days old, 

which date shall be entered on the receipt based on the animal's age as 

estimated by the Supervisor of Animal Control and such age shall be 

conclusively presumed correct for the purposes of and enforcement of this 

Chapter.   

2. Collect a twenty-five dollar ($25.00) deposit for any unneutered or unspayed 

dog or cat and shall refund this deposit if within one hundred eighty (180) 

days the animal is licensed and satisfactory proof from a licensed veterinarian 

is submitted that such animal has been spayed or neutered.   

3. Collect a five dollar ($5.00) deposit for any neutered or spayed dog or cat and 

shall refund this deposit if the animal is licensed and refund is requested 

within the period the animal may be kept without license or tag as indicated 

on the aforementioned temporary permit.     

F. Any deposit provided for in Subsection (E) is forfeited to the City Treasury at the 

expiration of the applicable time limit for claim.     

Section 200.330.  Impounded Animals' Fees. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.33, 12-10-1990]  

A twenty-five dollar ($25.00) fee shall be charged when any animal is picked up by the 

Animal Control Officer and transported to the animal shelter or other City designated 

place of impoundment. The fee for the care of any animal during the period of 

impoundment shall be at the rate of eight dollars ($8.00) for each day or portion of a day 

that said animal is impounded; provided however, that such fee shall be increased by the 

actual amount of any unusual expenses incurred either in the impoundment or the care of 

said animal. An owner or keeper must pay these fees in full to obtain custody of his 

animal, but the payment is not required for animal adoption.   

Section 200.340.  Zoo and Animal Show Operation. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.34, 12-10-1990]  

Nothing in this Chapter shall be construed to regulate the owning, keeping or display of 

animals by government entities nor to prohibit the customary and humane presentation of 

any circus, rodeo, horse or stock show, trained animal act, or other similar traveling or 

temporary animal display or act if conducted pursuant to all applicable City ordinances 

and State laws applicable at the time of occurrence.   

Section 200.350.  Dead Animals. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.35, 12-10-1990]   

A. Responsibility. The Supervisor of Animal Control or his designate shall be 

responsible for the removal of all dead animals found within the City except as 
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otherwise provided in this Section. In this Section, "dead animal" shall mean one 

not killed for food or no longer fit for food.   

B. Removal Of Large Dead Animals. All large dead animals shall be removed by the 

owner or proprietor of the premises within twelve (12) hours after the death of such 

animal. If not so removed, such animal shall be removed by the City Administrator 

or Animal Control Officer at actual cost to the property owner or proprietor.   

C. Removal Of Small Dead Animals. For the removal of small dead animals from 

animal hospitals, commercial establishments, laboratories and other similar places 

where animals are kept for commercial or scientific purposes, the fee for each 

animal shall be five dollars ($5.00). For the occasional removal of small dead 

animals from other premises, there shall be no charge.   

D. Charges. Charges for dead animals' removal as required in Subsections (B) and (C) 

above are due and payable upon billing by the Director of Finance or his designate.   

E. Access. On occupied property, the owner or tenant thereof shall provide easy access 

to the subject animal for purposes of its removal.   

F. Notice. No person owning or having in his possession the carcass of any animal not 

to be used for food shall permit the same to remain in or upon any street, sidewalk, 

park, public ground, private lot or other place without at once giving notice to the 

Police Department.     

Section 200.360.  Animal Markets. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.36, 12-10-1990]  

No horse market shall be conducted or maintained in any block of ground in the City 

where a majority of the frontage of any side of such block is occupied and used for 

residential purposes. It shall further be unlawful to offer any animal for sale at auction, 

unless the same is done in a barn, stable or other covered enclosure. Where any animal is 

offered for sale at auction, the auctioneer so offering the same for sale shall first make a 

minute description of such animal in a well bound book, which book shall be at all times 

open to inspection by any officer of the City or Police Department.   

Section 200.370.  Commercial Animal Establishment Standards. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.37, 

12-10-1990]  

Any person operating a commercial animal establishment shall keep and maintain the 

animals, and all structures, pens or yards in which the animals are kept, in such a manner 

as to prevent a nuisance or health hazard to humans and to avoid injury to these animals. 

All cages and holding areas must be properly sanitized so as to keep the animals enclosed 

therein free of diseases. All such caged animals shall be provided with a constant supply 

of wholesome food and water or in lieu of this, the proprietor shall prominently and 

publicly post and shall follow a schedule for adequate feeding and watering. All disease-

infested animals shall be removed and treated to prevent the spread of disease or 

euthanized and if the owner or keeper fails or refuses to provide for such, the Supervisor 

of Animal Control or designate may remove such animals to the Municipal Animal 

Shelter or appropriate facilities for disposition as provided by this Chapter.   
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Section 200.380.  Human Exposure To Zoonotic Diseases By Animals. [Ord. No. KK432 

§200.38, 12-10-1990]  

Any bite wound exposing an individual to the possibility of rabies or other zoonotic 

disease (thereinafter "incident") shall be immediately reported to the Lawson, Missouri, 

Police Department by the victim and by the owner, keeper or harborer of the animal if the 

incident is known to him/her. Any animal bite which requires medical treatment shall be 

reported within twenty-four (24) hours to the Police Department by the treating physician 

or hospital caring for the patient. It shall be the duty of the Police Department to 

promptly notify the Supervisor of Animal Control of any such bite reported to the Police. 

It shall be unlawful for the owner, keeper or person harboring the animal involved in such 

incident to release it from his custody, or to hide or conceal such animal, or to take or 

allow such animal to be taken beyond the limits of the City unless so authorized by the 

Chief of Police or City Administrator until an observation period stipulated by the City 

Administrator or his designate for the particular species of animal is over or such period 

is ruled unnecessary by the City Administrator or his designate. It shall be the duty of 

such owner or keeper, upon receiving notice of such incident, to immediately place the 

animal involved in a duly licensed veterinary medical facility, the address of which must 

be furnished the Supervisor of Animal Control at once, or in the Municipal Animal 

Shelter, or kept confined as agreed upon with the Animal Control Officer where such 

animal shall be isolated and confined for observation. The owner or keeper of an animal 

involved in a biting incident shall be liable for the cost of confinement and observation. 

The death or any suspicious change in health or behavior of any such animal undergoing 

observation shall be reported immediately by the observing authority to the City 

Administrator or his designated representative. In the event that a proper period of 

observation is undetermined or undeterminable for the species of animal involved in an 

incident, the City Administrator or Chief of Police is hereby empowered to order 

whatever laboratory examination of the animal or the animal's tissues is required by 

prudent medical practice for the protection of the victim and no liability for damages 

shall arise from any injury to or the death of the animal occasioned by said laboratory 

examination. When an animal involved in an incident is outside the City, the City 

Administrator or the Supervisor of Animal Control shall forward information concerning 

the incident to the appropriate authority of the jurisdiction of residence of the owner, 

keeper or harborer of the appropriate State Health Department for coordinated disease 

prevention.   

Section 200.390.  Domestic Dog and Cat Bites Resulting in Human Exposure To Rabies. 
[Ord. No. KK432 §200.39, 12-10-1990]   

A. It shall be the duty of every owner or keeper of any dog or cat, upon receiving 

notice or having knowledge of the involvement of his pet in a human exposure to 

the possibility of rabies or other zoonotic disease by biting (hereinafter "incident"), 

to immediately place such animal in a duly licensed veterinary medical facility, the 

address of which must be furnished to the Supervisor of Animal Control at once or 

in the Municipal Animal Shelter, where such animal shall be isolated and confined 

for observation for ten (10) consecutive days from and including the day of the 

incident. It shall be unlawful for the owner, keeper or person harboring the animal 
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involved in such incident to release it from his custody, or to hide or conceal such 

animal, or to take or allow such animal to be taken beyond the limits of the City, 

unless so authorized by the City Administrator or his designate, until the period of 

confinement and observation here required is completed. The owner or keeper of 

such animal involved in an incident shall be liable for the cost of confinement and 

observation. The death or any suspicious change in the health or behavior of any 

such dog or cat undergoing observation shall be reported as soon as possible by the 

observing authority to the City Administrator or his designate. The City 

Administrator or his designate is hereby authorized to authorize confinement other 

than described above as he finds medically appropriate, providing such animal will 

be controlled and observed in accordance with the owner's signed or verbal 

agreement, but only if such dog or cat has been vaccinated for rabies within the past 

twelve (12) months and is duly licensed as provided by this Chapter. Unless 

determined otherwise by the City Administrator, exceptions to the aforesaid 

confinement may be granted by the Supervisor of Animal Control in the following 

cases:   

1. Where a female dog is nursing unweaned puppies or a female cat is nursing 

unweaned kittens.   

2. If the investigating Police Officer determines both:   

a. That the incident occurred while the animal involved was confined and 

legally kept upon the property of the owner; and   

b. That the person injured was upon the property without the express or 

implied consent of the owner and was not there performing functions of 

a job.  

          However, if the person injured in an incident, or his parent or guardian in case of 

a minor, desires that the animal be impounded (even though an exception to 

impoundment has been granted as aforesaid) and agrees in writing to pay for its board 

during the period of confinement, it shall be impounded in the manner and for the period 

specified earlier, unless determined otherwise by the City Administrator or Chief of 

Police upon review of the facts and circumstances of the incident.    

            

Section 200.400.  Dangerous Animal Investigation. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.40, 12-10-1990]   

A. If any dangerous, fierce or vicious dog, cat or other animal believed involved in an 

incident (as the term "incident" is used in Sections 200.380 and 200.390) cannot be 

safely captured or prevented from escaping by usual means, such animal may be 

slain by a Police Officer or Animal Control Officer if such is the Officer's belief. In 

all cases where such animal may have exposed a person to rabies and is slain before 

the completion of the observation period stipulated for the species by the City 

Administrator or his designate, it shall be the duty of any person slaying such 

animal to forthwith deliver, or cause to be delivered, all the remains of such animal 

to the Supervisor of Animal Control. A departure from this procedure must be 

requested of and authorized by the City Administrator or his designate.   
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B. For the purpose of disease or injury control, the Supervisor of Animal Control is 

hereby empowered to impound and observe pets in transit through Lawson, 

Missouri, at the request of any official animal control agency, health officer, or law 

enforcement agency of another jurisdiction.     

Section 200.410.  (Reserved) 3  

Section 200.420.  Penalties. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.42, 12-10-1990]   

A. Any person violating any provision of this Chapter shall be deemed guilty of a 

misdemeanor and upon conviction of such violation shall, unless another specific 

penalty or specific penalty range be provided by another Subsection of this Section, 

be punished by a fine of not less than fifteen dollars ($15.00) nor more than five 

hundred dollars ($500.00) or by imprisonment in the Municipal Correctional 

Institution for a term not to exceed ninety (90) days, or by both such fine and 

imprisonment.   

B. Any person violating any of the following Sections of this Chapter:   

1. Section 200.180: License ð Required For Dogs And Cats   

2. Section 200.250: Wearing Of License Or Identification Tags Required   

3. Section 200.310: Dogs Running At Large Prohibited  

          shall, upon conviction and after the court, subsequent to such conviction, has 

examined any prior conviction record to determine if the person has previously been 

convicted of the same offense, be sentenced by the court according to the following 

schedule of fines with reference to initial or subsequent violation of the particular 

Section:    

        First (1st) offense: $25.00.    

        Second (2nd) offense: $50.00.    

        Third (3rd) offense: $100.00.    

        And for any subsequent offense: $500.00.    

        

C. Any person violating any of the following Sections of this Chapter:   

1. Section 200.110: Abandonment   

2. Section 200.120: Keeping Livestock And Wild Beasts   

3. Section 200.130: Small Animals And Fowl In Pens   

4. Section 200.140: Cruelty To Animals   

5. Section 200.160: Dog Pens, Runs, Cages ð Odors   

6. Section 200.170: Disposal Of Manure   

                                                           

3.  Editor's Note ð Ord. no. KK609, adopted April 21, 1997, repealed section 200.410: domestic animal avocation permit, in 

its entirety. Former section 200.410 derived from ord. no. KK432 §200.41, 12-10-1990.  
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7. Section 200.260: Limitation On Number Of Dogs And Cats   

8. Section 200.280: Excessive Animal Noise   

9. Section 200.290: Dogs Or Other Animals Putting Persons In Fear   

10. Section 200.300: Dog In Heat   

11. Section 200.370: Commercial Animal Establishment Standards  

          shall, upon conviction and after the court, subsequent to such conviction, has 

examined any prior conviction record to determine if the person has previously been 

convicted of the same offense, be sentenced by the court according to the following 

schedule of fines with reference to initial or subsequent violation of the particular 

Section:    

        First (1st) offense: $50.00.    

        Second (2nd) offense: $100.00.    

        Third (3rd) offense: $300.00.    

        and for the fourth (4th) or any subsequent offense: $500.00.    

        

D. Any person violating any of the following Sections of this Chapter:   

1. Section 200.380: Human Exposures To Zoonotic Diseases By Animals   

2. Section 200.390: Domestic Dog And Cat Bites Resulting In Human Exposure 

To Rabies  

          shall, upon conviction, be punished by a fine of not less than fifty dollars 

($50.00) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or by imprisonment in the 

Municipal Correctional Institution for a term not to exceed ninety (90) days, or by both 

such fine and imprisonment.    

        

E. Each day's violation of, or failure, refusal or neglect to comply with, any provision 

of this Chapter shall constitute a separate and distinct offense.     

Section 200.430.  Identification and Restraint of Guard Dogs. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.43, 12-

10-1990]   

A. Guard Dogs. Any "guard dog" (for the purpose of this Chapter here defined as a 

dog not owned by a governmental unit which dog is used to guard public or private 

property) used in the City by virtue of such use is hereby declared to be subject to 

the license requirements of this Chapter; must be vaccinated against rabies by a 

licensed veterinarian; must, if brought into the City from without the State of 

Missouri, be accompanied by the official health certificate required by the Code of 

State Regulations at 2 CSR 30-2.010 (8), which certificate shall be exhibited upon 

the request of any City Animal Control or Police Officer; must be controllable by 

its keeper; and must not be used in a manner which, as determined by the 

Supervisor of Animal Control, endangers individuals not on the premises guarded. 

Any person operating a guard dog service in the City shall register such business 
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with the Supervisor of Animal Control and shall list all premises to be guarded with 

the Supervisor of Animal Control before such service begins.   

B. In addition to all other requirements of this Chapter, each guard dog as defined at 

Section 200.270(C) shall at all times, while being used as a guard dog, wear a collar 

bearing a bright red two (2) inch diameter disc to warn the public. The Supervisor 

of Animal Control shall sell such disc for one dollar ($1.00) each or the owner or 

keeper of each such dog may supply and use a disc of similar appearance subject to 

such being determined to be similar in appearance and durability by the Supervisor 

of Animal Control.   

C. Guard dogs as defined in Section 200.270(C) shall be effectively restrained to 

prevent escape when in transit and while being loaded and unloaded at the premises 

guarded.   

D. All guard dogs housed or used within the City of Lawson shall be considered a 

dangerous dog and shall comply with Section 200.270(C)(1) through (4) if kept, 

housed or maintained on premises other than those guarded by the dog.   

E. Violation of any part of this Section 200.430 shall be punishable under Section 

200.420(A).     

Section 200.440.  Rescue of Animals From Vehicles. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.44, 12-10-1990]  

Whenever any animal is found confined in a motor vehicle in a public place under 

weather conditions that endanger its life as determined by the Supervisor of Animal 

Control, the Supervisor of Animal Control is hereby authorized to enter such vehicle and 

rescue such animal and thereafter impound it in accordance with Section 200.320. A 

prominent written notice shall be left on or in the vehicle advising that the animal has 

been removed under the authority of this Section and impounded in accordance with 

Section 200.320 at the Municipal Animal Shelter.   

Section 200.450.  Licensing Fees. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.45, 12-10-1990]  

Male and neutered female dogs: $1.25.  

Unneutered female dogs: $2.25.  

Male and neutered female cats: $1.25.  

Unneutered female cats: $2.25.  

Kennel permit (For kennel permit fee see Section 200.410) (Repealed by KK609, 4-21-

97).  

NOTE: After July first (1st) of each year, a delinquent fee of one dollar fifty cents ($1.50) 

will be assessed in addition to the license fee.  

Commercial riding stable/riding academy: $75.00.   

Section 200.460.  (Reserved)   
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Section 200.470.  Commercial Riding Stable/Riding Academy.  

(Space reserved for future ordinance)   

Section 200.480.  (Reserved)   

Section 200.490.  Keeping of Pit Bull Dogs Prohibited. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.49, 12-10-1990]   

A. It shall be unlawful to keep, harbor, own or in any way possess within the corporate 

limits of the City of Lawson, Missouri, any Pit Bull dog, provided that Pit Bull dogs 

residing in the City on the date of passage of this Chapter may be kept within the 

City subject to the standards and requirements herein set forth. (For definition of 

"Pit Bull Dog" see Section 200.010.)   

B. Pit Bull dogs residing in the City of Lawson at the time of passage of this ordinance 

may be kept by their owners within the City, subject to the following standards.   

1. Pit Bull dogs residing in the City at the time of passage of this Chapter must 

be registered with the City by the owners within ten (10) days of passage of 

this Chapter.   

2. Leash and muzzle. No person shall permit a Pit Bull dog to go outside its 

kennel or pen unless such dog is securely leashed with a leash no longer than 

four (4) feet in length. No person shall permit a Pit Bull dog to be kept on a 

chain, rope or other type of leash outside its kennel or pen unless a person is 

in physical control of the leash. Such dogs may not be leashed to inanimate 

objects such as trees, posts, building, etc. In addition, all Pit Bull dogs on a 

leash outside the animal's kennel must be muzzled by a muzzling device 

sufficient to prevent such dog from biting persons or other animals.   

3. Confinement. All Pit Bull dogs shall be securely confined indoors or in a 

securely enclosed and locked pen or kennel, except when leashed and muzzled 

as above provided. Such pen, kennel or structure must have secure sides and a 

secure top attached to the sides. All structures used to confine Pit Bull dogs 

must be locked with a key or combination lock when such animals are within 

the structure. Such structure must have a secure bottom or floor attached to the 

sides of the pen or the sides of the pen must be embedded in the ground no 

less than two (2) feet. All structures erected to house Pit Bull dogs must 

comply with all zoning and building regulations of the City. All such 

structures must be adequately lighted and ventilated and kept in a clean and 

sanitary condition.   

4. Confinement indoors. No Pit Bull dog may be kept on a porch, patio or in any 

part of a house or structure that would allow the dog to exit such building on 

its own volition. In addition, no such animal may be kept in a house or 

structure when the windows are open or when screen windows or screen doors 

are the only obstacle preventing the dog from exiting the structure.   

5. Signs. All owners, keepers or harborers of Pit Bull dogs within the City shall, 

within ten (10) days of the effective date of this Chapter, display in a 
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prominent place on their premises a sign easily readable by the public using 

the words "Beware of Dog ð Pit Bull". In addition, a similar sign is required 

to be posed on the kennel or pen of such animal.   

6. Insurance. All owners, keepers or harborers of Pit Bull dogs must, within ten 

(10) days of the effective date of this Chapter, provide proof to the City of 

Lawson of public liability insurance in a single incident amount of fifty 

thousand dollars ($50,000.00) for bodily injury to or death of any person or 

persons or for the damage to property owned by any persons which may result 

from the ownership, keeping or maintenance of such animal. Such insurance 

policy shall provide that no cancellation of the policy will be made unless ten 

(10) days' written notice is first given to the City of Lawson.   

7. Identification photographs. All owners, keepers or harborers of registered Pit 

Bull dogs must, within ten (10) days of the effective date of this Chapter, 

provide to the City Administrator or his designate two (2) color photographs 

(two (2) different poses) of the animal clearly showing the color and 

approximate size of the animal.   

8. Reporting requirements. All owners, keepers or harborers of Pit Bull dogs 

must, within ten (10) days of the incident, report the following information in 

writing to the City Administrator or his designate as required hereinafter:   

a. The removal from the City or death of a Pit Bull dog;   

b. The birth of offspring of a Pit Bull dog;   

c. The new address of a Pit Bull dog owner should the owner move within 

the corporate City limits.     

9. Sale or transfer of ownership prohibited. No person shall sell, barter or in any 

other way dispose of a Pit Bull dog registered with the City to any person 

within the City unless the recipient person resided permanently in the same 

household and on the same premises as the registered owner of such dog; 

provided that the registered owner of a Pit Bull dog may sell or otherwise 

dispose of a Pit Bull dog or the offspring of such dog to persons who do not 

reside within the City.   

10. Animals born of Pit Bull dogs. All  offspring born of Pit Bull dogs registered 

with the City must be removed from the City within six (6) weeks of the birth 

of such animal.   

11. Irrebuttable presumptions. There shall be an irrebuttable presumption that any 

dog registered with the City as a Pit Bull dog or any of those breeds prohibited 

by this Article is in fact a dog subject to the requirements of this Section.   

12. Failure to comply. It shall be unlawful for the owner, keeper or harborer of a 

Pit Bull dog registered with the City of Lawson to fail to comply with the 

requirements and conditions set forth in this Chapter. Any dog found to be the 

subject of a violation of this Chapter shall be subject to immediate seizure and 

impoundment. In addition, failure to comply will result in the revocation of 
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the license of such animal resulting in the immediate removal of the animal 

from the City.       

Section 200.500.  Severability. [Ord. No. KK432 §200.50, 12-10-1990]  

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Council that the Sections, paragraphs, 

sentences, clauses and phrases of Chapter 200 entitled "Animals and Fowl" are severable 

and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or Section of this Chapter shall be declared 

unconstitutional by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, 

such unconstitutionality shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, 

paragraphs and Sections of this Code, since the same would have been enacted by the 

Council without the incorporation in this Code of any such unconstitutional phrase, 

clause, sentence, paragraph or Section.    

 

Chapter 205 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 

  

Section 205.010.  Establishment. [Ord. No. KK304 §1, 11-12-1984]  

There is hereby created the City of Lawson, Missouri, Emergency Preparedness 

Organization, which is responsible for the preparation and implementation of emergency 

functions required to prevent and minimize injury and damage due to disasters, to include 

emergency management of resources and administration of such economic controls as 

may be needed to provide for the welfare of the people, and emergency activities 

(excluding functions for which the military forces are primarily responsible) in 

accordance with "The Missouri Civil Defense Act, Chapter 44, RSMo., 1967".   

Section 205.020.  Officers. [Ord. No. KK304 §2, 11-12-1984]  

This organization shall consist of a Coordinator and other additional members to be 

selected by the Coordinator in order to conform to the State organization and procedures 

for the conduct of emergency operations as outlined in the Missouri Disaster Operations 

Plan.   

Section 205.030.  Functions. [Ord. No. KK304 §3, 11-12-1984]  

The City Organization shall perform Emergency Preparedness functions in cooperation 

with the County of Ray and Clay and shall conduct these functions in accordance with 

the provisions of the Missouri Civil Defense Act, Chapter 44, Revised Statutes of 

Missouri, 1967. Financial assistance for the City/County organization will be agreed to 

by the Board and County Court.   

Section 205.040.  Duties of Coordinator. [Ord. No. KK304 §4, 11-12-1984]   
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A. The Coordinator of the City Organization will be appointed by the Mayor and shall 

serve at the pleasure of the Mayor.   

B. The Coordinator shall have direct responsibility for the organization, administration 

and operations of local emergency planning, subject to the direction and control of 

the Mayor and Board of Aldermen, as provided by statute.   

C. The Coordinator is authorized to select and obtain Federal Government Surplus 

Property through the State Disaster Planning and Operations Office, and State 

Department of Education. The Coordinator shall obtain the necessary approval to 

obligate the City for the handling charge imposed by the Department of Education 

State Agency for Surplus Property. The Coordinator may delegate authority to 

obtain Surplus Property at the State Agency for Surplus Property Warehouse with 

the approval of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen.   

D. The Coordinator shall be responsible for maintaining records on use and disposal of 

all items of equipment placed under the jurisdiction of the Emergency Preparedness 

Office.   

E. The Coordinator is authorized to submit all materials and sign all documents 

requested by the State Disaster Planning and Operations Office, to qualify the City 

for participation in Federal contributions for Personnel and Administrative Expense 

Program under P. L. 85-606.     

Section 205.050.  Executive Officer. [Ord. No. KK304 §5, 11-12-1984]  

The executive officer shall be defined for purposes of this order to mean the Mayor.   

Section 205.060.  Powers in Case of Emergency. [Ord. No. KK304 §6, 11-12-1984]  

Only in the event of an emergency as defined in the Missouri Civil Defense Act, Chapter 

44, Revised Statutes of Missouri, 1967, and during such emergency, is the Coordinator of 

Emergency Preparedness authorized on behalf of the City, to procure such services, 

supplies, equipment, or material without regard to the statutory procedures or formalities 

normally prescribed by law pertaining to City contracts or obligations, as authorized by 

the Missouri Civil Defense Act, Chapter 44, Revised Statutes of Missouri, 1967, provided 

that, if the Board of Aldermen meets at such time, it shall act subject to the directions and 

restrictions imposed by that body.   

Section 205.070.  Formalities May Be Waived in Event of Enemy Attack. [Ord. No. KK304 

§7, 11-12-1984]  

In the event of enemy attack, the Board of Aldermen may waive any time consuming 

procedures and formalities otherwise required by statute pertaining to the advertisement 

for bids for the performance of public work or entering into contracts.   

Section 205.080.  Oath of Office. [Ord. No. KK304 §8, 11-12-1984]  

No person shall be employed or associated in any capacity in any organization 

established under this act who advocates or has advocated a change by force or violence 
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in the constitutional form of the government of the United States or in this State or the 

overthrow of any government in the United States by force or violence, or has been 

convicted of or is under indictment of information charging any subversive act against 

the United States. Each person who is appointed to serve in an organization for 

Emergency Preparedness shall, before entering upon his duties, take an oath, in writing, 

before a person authorized to administer oaths in this State, which oath shall be 

substantially as follows:  

"I ____________________________, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support 

and defend the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of 

Missouri, against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and 

allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or 

purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties upon which I 

am about to enter. And I do further swear (or affirm) that I do not advocate, nor am I a 

member of any political party or organization that advocates the overthrow of the 

Government of the United States or of this State by force or violence; and that during 

such a time as I am a member of the City of Lawson, Missouri Emergency Preparedness 

Organization, I will not advocate nor become a member of any political party or 

organization that advocates the overthrow of the Government of the United States or of 

this State by force or violence."   

Section 205.090.  Office Space. [Ord. No. KK304 §9, 11-12-1984]  

The Board of Aldermen is authorized to designate space in any City owned or leased 

building for the Emergency Preparedness Organization as its office.   

Section 205.100.  Emergency Operations Plan. [Ord. No. KK304, 11-12-1984]  

Emergency Operations Plan is kept on file in the office of City Clerk.   

 

Chapter 210 

FIRE DETECTION SYSTEM  

  

Section 210.010.  Definitions. [Ord. No. KK356 §1, 3-14-1988]  

The following words shall have the prescribed meanings:   

APARTMENT ð A dwelling unit as defined in this Chapter.    

APARTMENT HOUSE ð Any building, or portion thereof, which is designed, built, 

rented, leased, let or hired out to be occupied, or which is occupied as the home or 

residence of three (3) or more families living independently of each other and doing their 

own cooking in the building, and shall include flats and apartments.    
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DWELLING ð Any building or any portion thereof which is not an "Apartment House", 

"Lodging House" or a "Hotel" as defined in this Chapter, which contains one or two 

"Dwelling Units" or "Guest Rooms", used, intended or designed to be built, used, rented, 

leased, let or hired out to be occupied, or which are occupied for living purposes.    

DWELLING UNIT ð A single unit providing complete, independent living facilities for 

one or more persons, including permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking 

and sanitation.    

EFFICIENCY DWELLING UNIT ð A dwelling unit containing only one (1) habitable 

room.    

GUEST ROOM ð Any room or rooms used or intended to be used by a guest for 

sleeping purposes. Every one hundred (100) square feet of superficial floor area in a 

dormitory shall be considered to be a guest room.    

HOTEL ð Any building containing six (6) or more guest rooms intended to be used or 

which are used, rented or hired out to be occupied, or which are occupied for sleeping 

purposes by guests.    

LODGING HOUSE ð Any building or portion thereof containing not more than five (5) 

guest rooms which are used by not more than five (5) guests where rent is paid in money, 

goods, labor or otherwise.    

OWNER ð Any person, firm, partnership, corporation, who alone or jointly or severally 

with other persons, firms, partnerships, has legal title to any premises. The term "owner" 

includes any person, partnership or corporation, who has charge, care, or control over the 

premises as:    

1. An agent, officer, fiduciary, or employee of the owner;    

2. The conservator, or legal guardian of an owner who is non compos mentis, a minor 

or otherwise under a disability;    

3. A trustee elected or appointed, or a person required by law to execute a trust, other 

than a trustee under a deed of trust to serve the payment of money; or    

4. An executor, administrator, personal representative, receiver, fiduciary, officer 

appointed by any court or other similar representative of the owner or his estate. 

The term "owner" does not include a lessee, sublessee or other person who merely 

has the right to occupy or possess a premises.      

SMOKE DETECTOR ð A device which detects visible or invisible particles of 

combustion and shall be either the ionization chamber or the photoelectric type.    

Section 210.020.  Smoke Detectors, Required; When. [Ord. No. KK356 §2, 3-14-1988]   

A. The owner of each dwelling unit, efficiency dwelling unit, apartment, lodging 

house, or hotel which is presently occupied, shall install smoke detectors by 

September 14, 1988. If smoke detectors presently exist in said structures, the smoke 

detectors must, by September 14, 1988, comply with the provisions of this Chapter.   
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B. The owner of each dwelling unit, efficiency dwelling unit, apartment, lodging house 

or hotel which is constructed, changes ownership, changes tenants, or is 

rehabilitated after March 14, 1988, shall install smoke detectors prior to the 

occupancy or change in occupancy of said dwelling unit. If smoke detectors already 

exist in said structures, the smoke detectors must comply with the provisions of this 

Chapter.     

Section 210.030.  Installation of Smoke Detectors; Location Requirements. [Ord. No. KK356 

§3, 3-14-1988]   

A. In dwelling units and apartments, a detector shall be mounted on the ceiling or wall 

at a point centrally located in the corridor or other area giving access to rooms used 

for sleeping purposes, unless the manufacturers instructions provide otherwise, then 

in accordance with those instructions.   

B. In efficiency dwelling units, lodging house, sleeping rooms, hotel sleeping rooms, 

or in hotel suites, the detector shall be centrally located on the ceiling of the main 

room or hotel sleeping room. Where sleeping rooms are on an upper level, the 

detector shall be placed near the center of the ceiling, directly above the stairway 

serving such upper level, unless the manufacturer's instructions provide otherwise, 

then in accordance with those instructions.   

C. All detectors shall be located in accordance with approved manufacturer's 

instructions. When actuated, the detector shall provide an alarm in the dwelling 

room or guest room.     

Section 210.040.  Type. [Ord. No. KK356 §4, 3-14-1988]  

The owner shall install a smoke detector which is capable of sensing visible or invisible 

particles of combustion and omitting an audible signal. The operation of any detection 

device shall cause all audible or visual alarms to operate. Both visual and audible alarms 

shall be provided in dwellings housing the hard of hearing.   

Section 210.050.  Power Sources. [Ord. No. KK356 §5, 3-14-1988]  

In new construction, the required smoke detectors shall receive their primary power from 

the building wiring when such wiring is served from a commercial source. Wiring shall 

be permanent and without a disconnecting switch other than those required over current 

protection. All other smoke detectors installed may be either battery operated or directly 

wired to a commercial power source.   

Section 210.060.  Responsibilities of Owner and Tenant. [Ord. No. KK356 §6, 3-14-1988]  

It shall be the responsibility of the owner to supply and install all required detectors. The 

owner shall be responsible for testing and maintaining detectors in common stairwells. It 

shall be the responsibility of the tenant to provide and maintain functional batteries for 

each detector so requiring, to test and maintain detectors within apartments, and to notify 

the owner or authorized agent in writing of any deficiencies. The owner shall be 
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responsible for providing each tenant with written information regarding detector testing 

and maintenance.   

Section 210.070.  Enforcement and Inspection. [Ord. No. KK356 §7, 3-14-1988]  

The Fire Chief or Police Chief shall have jurisdiction to inspect dwelling units, efficiency 

dwelling units, apartments, lodging houses or hotels, for the installation of any smoke 

detector required to be installed under this or any other ordinance and issue citations for 

violations. Said inspection shall be held between the hours of 9:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. 

Monday through Friday.   

Section 210.080.  Tampering With Detectors. [Ord. No. KK356 §8, 3-14-1988]  

It shall be unlawful for any person to remove the batteries or in any way make smoke 

detectors inoperable.   

Section 210.090.  Penalty. [Ord. No. KK356 §9, 3-14-1988]  

Any owner or other person who is convicted of violating any provisions of this Chapter 

shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00), nor more than 

five hundred dollars ($500.00) or by imprisonment of not more than ninety (90) days or 

by both such fine and imprisonment.   

 

Chapter 215 

NUISANCES 

  

Editor's Note ð Ord. no. KK754, adopted May 23, 2002, repealed ch. 215 "Junk and 

Disabled Vehicles ð Abandoned Vehicles" and enacted the new provisions set out 

herein. Former ch. 215 derived from ord. no. KK392 §§1 ð 10, 8-14-1989; ord. no. 

KK564 §§1 ð 2, 6-19-1995; ord. no. KK580 §1, 3-18-1996; ord. no. KK651 §1, 4-19-

1999; ord. no. KK652 §1, 4-19-1999; ord. no. KK706, 10-16-2000; ord. no. KK713, 12-

18-2000.  

Section 215.010.  Prohibited Generally. [Ord. No. KK754 §1, 5-23-2002]  

No person shall cause, maintain or permit, on premises owned or controlled by such 

person, a nuisance as defined by the laws of the State of Missouri, this Chapter or any 

other ordinance of the City of Lawson, Missouri.   

Section 215.020.  Definitions. [Ord. No. KK754 §1, 5-23-2002]  

Unless the context specifically indicates otherwise, the following terms, as used in this 

Chapter, are defined as follows:   
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CITY ð The City of Lawson, Missouri.    

DEVELOPED AREA ð Any platted lot currently build upon, whether occupied or 

unoccupied, or any vacant lot or tract directly adjacent to a platted lot currently built 

upon, occupied or unoccupied.    

NOXIOUS ODORS ð An offensive, disagreeable, hazardous, noxious or toxic odor, 

dust vapor, smoke, fumes, mist or condition.    

NOXIOUS PLANTS ð Any plant capable of poisoning, including but not limited to, 

poison ivy at any height or state of maturity.    

OCCUPANT ð Any person who has a legal or equitable interest in a parcel of real 

property other than a fee interest, including a life tenant, tenant, lessee, tenant at will, 

tenant at sufferance or adverse possessor, as well as a person in possession or a person 

who has charge, care or control of the parcel of real property as the agent or personal 

representative of the person holding legal title to a fee interest.    

OWNER ð Any person who alone, jointly or severally with others shall have legal title 

to a fee interest in the parcel of real property with or without accompanying actual 

possession thereof. The land records filed in the office of the Recorder of Deeds of Clay 

and Ray Counties, Missouri, and any other official record of such County or of the City 

may be used to determine the identity of such owners, as hereinabove defined, as of the 

date of the notice of the violation.    

PERSON ð Includes any individual, firm, corporation, association, partnership, 

cooperative or governmental agency.    

PREMISES ð Any public or private property, vacant or occupied lot, plot, parcel of 

land, street, sidewalk, alley, boulevard, highway, right-of-way, park, parkway, public 

square or viaduct, including the structures or buildings thereon.    

REFUSE ð Unwanted or discarded waste materials in a solid or semi-solid state 

consisting of garbage, rubbish or a combination thereof.    

THICKETS ð A dense growth of wild shrubbery having stems or trunks less than one 

(1) inch in diameter and briar patches.    

UNDEVELOPED AREA ð Any property in any zoning district which is currently 

vacant or is zoned or used for agriculture purposes which is more than one hundred fifty 

(150) feet distant from any occupied residential subdivisions, lot or parcel of land.    

VEHICLE ð Every device or implement including vehicles, recreational vehicles, travel 

trailers, boats, boat trailers, trailers, motorcycles, buses in, upon or by which person or 

property may be transported, moved or carried, whether self-propelled, pushed or drawn 

by any mode of power whatever, except devices moved exclusively by human power or 

moving exclusively upon fixed rail or tracks.    

WEEDS ð All vegetation capable of emitting unpleasant or noxious odors or 

transmitting pollen into the air. Any vegetation in excess of six (6) inches in a developed 

area or twelve (12) inches in an undeveloped area. All vegetation, regardless of height, 

including thickets, which may conceal or invite filthy deposits, harbor rodents, refuse or 
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vermin, or create a fire hazard. Vegetation which shall be planted, cultivated and 

maintained for the production of grain, forage, commercial products shall not be 

considered weeds.    

Section 215.030.  Nuisances Generally. [Ord. No. KK754 §1, 5-23-2002; Ord. No. KK771, 8-

19-2002]   

A. The following are hereby declared to be a nuisance, provided that such listing shall 

not be deemed to be exclusive:   

1. Establishments or structures which emit noxious odors.   

2. Substances emitting noxious odors, including but not limited to any stable, 

stall, shed, compartment in any yard or appurtenance thereof in which any 

horse, cattle, cows, swine, dogs, rabbits or any other animal, chickens or any 

other fowl shall be kept or any place in which manure or liquid discharges of 

such animals shall collect or accumulate, and which stable, stall, shed or 

compartment, or any yard or appurtenance thereof, is not kept in a clean and 

wholesome condition so that an offensive smell shall be allowed to escape 

therefrom. Nothing in this Chapter shall be so construed as to include manure 

deposits upon any private property for the purpose of cultivating the same.   

3. Carcasses of animals remaining exposed six (6) hours after death.   

4. Abandoned, discarded or unused objects or equipment such as: vehicles, 

furniture, stoves, refrigerators, freezers, toilets, water heaters, air conditioners, 

sinks, all ashes, cinders, slops, filth, excrement, boards, lumber scraps, 

sawdust, wood or metal shavings, rubber, old tires, plastic containers, bags, 

wrappers, stones, rocks, sand, oil, coal, gasoline, paint, dirt, dust, straw, soot, 

sticks, boxes, barrels, buckets, kegs, crates, cans, bottles, cartons, paper, trash, 

leavings, rubbish ("rubbish" shall mean solid waste consisting of combustible 

and non-combustible waste materials from residential apartments, 

commercial, industrial, institutional establishments, including yard waste and 

items commonly referred to as "trash"), manure broken ware, iron or metal, 

rags, old wearing apparel, sweepings, refuse, debris, vehicle parts, broken 

concrete, slag, garbage, offal, putrid fish, meat entrails, decayed fruits or 

vegetables, waste water, animal or vegetable products or matter, broken glass, 

bones, tacks, nails, wire, grass, dead limbs, leaves, brush, logs, weeds, foliage 

or shrub cuttings or clippings or any other offensive or disagreeable substance 

or thing throw, cast, dropped, blown, spilled, poured, discharged or swept, left 

or deposited by anyone in or upon any premises.   

5. Malfunctioning private sewage disposal systems, which allow polluted, raw or 

partially treated waste water or effluent to be deposited or stand upon any 

premises. When any private sewage disposal system has been determined to 

be malfunctioning in such condition as to emit any offensive, noxious or 

disagreeable odor, the owner of the subject premises will be ordered to repair 

or make connection to the public sewer, if available. "Private sewer disposal 

system" shall mean any arrangement of devices and structures used for 
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receiving, transporting, treating and disposing of sewage, including private 

and community sewer lines.   

6. Unlicensed, inoperable, junked, etc., vehicles.   

a. Any vehicle, recreational vehicle, travel trailer, boat, boat trailer, trailer, 

motorcycle or bus which is not licensed for the current year as required 

by law and is not visibly displaying current license plates on the vehicle, 

recreational vehicle, travel trailer, boat, boat trailer, trailer, motorcycle 

or bus which remains on private property.   

b. Any inoperable, partially dismantled, junked, wrecked discarded motor 

vehicle or major parts of such vehicle; any vehicle under repair or not 

then in such condition of maintenance to be operated in a normal and 

safe manner.  

         Except, that this Section shall not apply to any vehicle in an enclosed building or 

so located upon the property as not to be readily visible from any public place or from 

any surrounding private property or with regard to a vehicle in an appropriate storage 

place or depository maintained in a lawful place and manner by the City or any other 

public agency or entity or in a zoned district permitting such use as long as the business is 

a legally licensed, properly zoned, and has adequate parking as specified in the zoning 

ordinance of the City of Lawson or any legally licensed business in the proper zoned area 

that may use a vehicle for on-premise use for the operation of such legally licensed 

business.    

        

7. Storage of old, unused, etc., vehicles and machinery. The outside storage 

through the use of a tarpaulin or other non-structural covering of old, unused, 

stripped, junked or other vehicles not in good and safe operating condition or 

not currently licensed or of any other vehicles, machinery, implements and/or 

equipment or personal property of any kind which are no longer safely usable 

for the purposes for which it was manufactured.   

8. A live or dead tree which constitutes a hazard to the safety of persons or of 

property, private or public.   

9. Building material abandoned or stored in an area where construction is not in 

progress and in an area not properly zoned for such storage; however, such 

storage shall be permitted in an area where construction is in progress and a 

valid building permit issued by the City is in effect. Such permitted storage 

shall not extend more than thirty (30) days beyond the expiration of the 

building permit or completion of construction, whichever first occurs. Usable 

building materials for use on the premises may be temporarily stored in the 

open. They shall be placed at least eighteen (18) inches off the ground and 

stacked neatly.   

10. Weeds or noxious plants allowed to stand any season of the year.   

11. Any building or structure or portion thereof which is open to unauthorized or 

unlawful entry.   
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12. All articles, acts or things whatsoever caused, kept, maintained or permitted 

by any person to the injury, inconvenience or annoyance of the public.   

13. All pursuits followed or engaged in or acts done by any person to the injury, 

annoyance or inconvenience of the public.   

14. Swimming pool discharge. The discharge of water from swimming pools or 

swimming pool backwashed into adjoining property. Such discharge shall be 

directed and channeled into the public storm sewer system.       

Section 215.040.  Notice To Abate Nuisances Generally ð Failure To Comply. [Ord. No. 

KK754 §1, 5-23-2002]   

A. Whenever the Chief of Police or his duly authorized representative determines that 

any vehicle or junk is a nuisance as defined herein, he shall cause written notice to 

be served upon the owner of the vehicle or junk, if he can be located, or the person 

in custody of such vehicle or junk, by registered or certified mail or by personal 

service. The notice shall state that the vehicle or junk is deemed to be a nuisance 

within the provisions of Section 215.020 and shall briefly state facts deemed to 

constitute such vehicle or junk a nuisance within the terms of this Chapter and state 

that the nuisance shall be abated within seven (7) days from receipt of this notice.   

B. Any repeated or future violations of Chapter 215 will not require a seven (7) day 

abatement notice. Enforcement of violations of Chapter 215 will be at the discretion 

of the Chief of Police or duly authorized representative.   

C. No person notified as provided in this Section shall fail, neglect or refuse to comply 

with the requirements of such notice within the time specified in such notice. For 

everyday thereafter that such person shall fail, neglect or refuse to comply with 

such notice and for every day thereafter that such person shall fail, neglect or refuse 

to abate or remove such nuisance, he/she shall be deemed guilty of a separate 

offense and shall be provided against as in the first (1st) instance.     

Section 215.050.  Right of Entry For Purposes of Abatement. [Ord. No. KK754 §1, 5-23-

2002]  

The Chief of Police, City employees or parties with whom the City contracts for the 

purpose of abatement may enter the premises upon which any nuisance is situated for the 

purpose of abating same, with the consent of the owner, lessee or person in control of 

such property, without being guilty of trespass.   

Section 215.060.  Cost of Abatement ð Special Assessment, Etc. [Ord. No. KK754 §1, 5-23-

2002]   

A. Upon causing abatement of any such nuisance as defined herein, the Chief of Police 

shall determine the cost of such abatement and shall certify statement of such costs, 

describing the real property. Upon receipt of such certification, the City Collector 

shall immediately enter such costs as a special assessment against such property in 

appropriate books kept for that purpose and shall cause a copy of such statement to 
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be sent to the owners of such property by regular United States mail and the 

original thereof to be retained in the office of the City Collector, appropriately filed 

and such lien may be enforced by any method appropriate for the enforcement of 

special assessments generally. The City shall also recover its attorney fees.   

B. Nuisance Abatement Fee Schedule.   

1. Mowing of property.   

a. Administrative fees. There will be a twenty dollar ($20.00) 

administrative fee for any paperwork filed with the City Collector.   

b. Minimum fees. A minimum fee of one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00) 

shall be assessed to any property owner for the abatement of garbage, 

trash and filth of any nature.   

c. Minimum time allotted. Each additional hour shall be assessed at twenty-

five dollars ($25.00) per hour after the first (1st) hour. A fee of fifteen 

dollars ($15.00) shall be assessed for additional manpower.   

d. Contract labor. The actual cost of abatement as charged by contract 

labor.     

2. Removal of garbage, trash and filth.   

a. Administrative fees. There will be a twenty dollar ($20.00) 

administrative fee for any paperwork filed with the City Collector.   

b. Minimum fees. A minimum fee of one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00) 

shall be assessed to any property owner for the abatement of garbage, 

trash and filth of any nature.   

c. Minimum time allotted. Each additional hour shall be assessed at twenty-

five dollars ($25.00) per hour after the first (1st) hour. A fee of fifteen 

dollars ($15.00) shall be assessed for additional manpower.   

d. Contract labor. The actual cost of abatement as charged by contract 

labor.     

3. These fees are a special assessment upon such real property and are retained 

in the office of the City Collector as a lien upon the property.       

Section 215.070.  Penalty. [Ord. No. KK754 §1, 5-23-2002]  

Any person convicted of violating any provisions of this Chapter shall be deemed guilty 

of a misdemeanor and punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) nor 

more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or by imprisonment of not more than thirty (30) 

days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. Each day of violation shall be deemed a 

separate offense.   

 

Chapter 220 
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MISCELLANEOUS OFFENSES 

  

Section 220.010.  Loitering. [Ord. No. KK221 §§1 ð 3, 8-9-1976; Ord. No. KK666 §1, 8-23-

1999]   

A. Any person or persons that are found to be loitering, loafing or congregating in a 

group of people on the streets, public or private properties within the City limits of 

Lawson, Missouri, between the hours of 1:00 A.M. and 6:00 A.M. are in violation 

of this Chapter.   

B. Any person or persons that are found to be occupying a vehicle that is parked on the 

streets, public or private property within the City limits of the City of Lawson, 

Missouri, between the hours of 1:00 A.M. and 6:00 A.M. are in violation of this 

Chapter.   

C. All City parks, recreational areas, City parking lot, east of City Park between Third 

and Fourth streets and City property within the City limits of Lawson, Missouri, or 

owned by the City of Lawson, Missouri, will be closed from 10:00 P.M. to 6:00 

A.M. unless approved for special events by the City of Lawson. A posted permit 

must be obtained from the City Administrator's office for special events that exceed 

the time periods as specified. Any person or persons not complying will be in 

violation of this Chapter.   

D. Penalty. Every person convicted of a violation of this Section shall be punished by 

a fine of not less than fifty dollars ($50.00) nor more than five hundred dollars 

($500.00).     

Section 220.020.  Offenses Against A Police Officer. [Ord. No. KK351 §§1 ð 5, 10-13-1987]   

A. Failure to Assist the Police. Any Policeman of the City is hereby authorized, 

whenever he deems it necessary, to call to his assistance any person or number of 

persons needed to aid him in making arrests; and every person who, upon being so 

summoned by a Policeman, shall neglect or refuse to aid in making any arrest shall 

be guilty of the crime of failing to assist the Police.   

B. Assaulting an Officer. Every person who shall knowingly and willfully assault, 

batter or wound any officer of the City while engaged in the service or execution or 

attempt to serve or execute any writ, warrant or process, original or judicial, or any 

order or rule of court, or while in the discharge of any other official duty shall on 

conviction be adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor.   

C. Escape. Any person lawfully detained or imprisoned in the City/County prison, or 

held in legal custody of an officer of the City, who shall escape or break from such 

prison or from such officer shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.   
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D. Fleeing a Police Officer. It shall be unlawful for any driver of a motor vehicle to 

willfully fail or refuse to bring his vehicle to a stop, or otherwise flee or attempt to 

elude a pursuing police vehicle, when given a visual or audible signal to bring the 

vehicle to a stop. The sign given by the Peace Officer may be by hand, voice, 

emergency light, siren, or any other action reasonably calculated to communicate to 

the operator the officer's order.   

E. Interference with the Police Department. No person shall knowingly and willfully 

obstruct, resist, or oppose any Police Officer, any member of the Police 

Department, or any person duly empowered with police authority, while in the 

discharge or apparent discharge of his duty, or in any way interfere with or hinder 

him in the discharge of his duty.   

F. Aiding to Escape. No person shall offer, aid, or attempt to assist or aid any person 

in the custody of or confined under the authority of the City to escape from jail, 

place of confinement, or custody.   

G. Penalty. Any person who violates any provision of this Section, shall upon 

conviction thereof, be fined not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) for each 

offense.     

Section 220.030.  Storage, Licensing, Selling and Detonation of Fireworks. [Ord. No. KK394 

§§1 ð 4, 8-14-1989; Ord. No. KK510 §§1 ð 4, 8-16-1993]   

A. Any local business or local not-for-profit organization wishing to operate a 

fireworks stand shall be allowed to store, sell or offer for sale fireworks of any type 

within the City limits of Lawson, Missouri. Not-for-profit organizations shall obtain 

a permit issued through the City Clerk's office at no cost. Businesses shall be 

required to purchase a permit at a cost of fifty dollars ($50.00) annually. All 

licenses shall be approved by the City Administrator or City Clerk of the City of 

Lawson. All licenses shall be issued in accordance with Sections 320.106 ð 

321.161, RSMo. (A copy of this Section must be posted in plain sight for the 

general public to view.)   

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to throw or place any fireworks, including 

pyrotechnic devices, in such a manner that the explosion of same will be likely to 

endanger or cause injury or damage to any person or property; provided further, that 

is shall be unlawful for the person to shoot or detonate fireworks of any nature 

within the City limits except from 10:00 A.M. to 12:00 Midnight on the second 

(2nd), third (3rd), fourth (4th) and fifth (5th) days of July each year. Provided 

further, notwithstanding any ordinance or Fire Code provision to the contrary, it 

shall be unlawful for any person to throw, use, explode, detonate or shoot, within 

the City limits, bottle rockets, rockets of all types and size, and any and all 

fireworks with an aerial trajectory having a cylinder or cartridge holding a 

propellant charge, which cylinder or cartridge is not intended to be completely 

consumed before landing.   

C. It shall be unlawful for any person to detonate any fireworks on any municipally 

owned property without specific permission of the Board of Aldermen.   
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D. Any person or persons found in violation of any provision or provisions of this 

Section shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished by a fine of not more than five 

hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisonment; and provided further, that each 

unlawful act shall constitute a separate offense.     

Section 220.040.  Peace Disturbance.   

A. A person commits the crime of peace disturbance if:   

1. He unreasonably and knowingly causes alarm to another person or a person 

not physically on the same premises by:   

a. Loud and unusual noise; or   

b. Personally abusive language addressed in a face to face manner to a 

specific individual and uttered under circumstances such that the words 

have a direct tendency to cause an immediate and violent response by a 

reasonable recipient; or   

c. Threatening to commit an offense against such persons upon a person 

present under circumstances that would cause a reasonable person to 

conclude that the offense against persons was imminent and likely; or   

d. Fighting; or   

e. Creating a noxious or offensive odor.     

2. He is in a public place or on private property of another without consent and 

unreasonably and knowingly causing alarm to another person or persons by:   

a. Loud and unusual noise; or   

b. Personally abusive language addressed in a face to face manner to a 

specific individual and uttered under circumstances such that the words 

have a direct tendency to cause an immediate and violent response by a 

reasonable recipient; or   

c. Threatening to commit an offense against such persons upon a person 

present under circumstances that would cause a reasonable person to 

conclude that the offense against persons was imminent and likely; or   

d. Fighting; or   

e. Creating a noxious or offensive odor.     

3. He is in a public place or on the private property of another without consent 

and purposely caused inconvenience to another person or persons by 

unreasonably or physically obstructing:   

a. Vehicular or pedestrian traffic; or   

b. Ingress and egress to or from public or private places.       
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B. Any person found guilty of a violation of this Section shall be subject to a fine of up 

to five hundred dollars ($500.00).     

Section 220.045.  Regulations Regarding Use of Excessive Force During Non-Violent Civil 

Rights Demonstrations. [Ord. No. KK508 §§1 ð 4, 8-16-1993]   

A. The City hereby adopts and will enforce this policy prohibiting the use of excessive 

force by law enforcement agencies within its jurisdiction against any individual 

engaged in non-violent civil rights demonstrations. The City also prohibits the 

physical barring of any entrance or exit to such a facility and will enforce all 

applicable State laws regarding same.   

B. Any person found to be violating any provision of this Section shall be served by 

the City with written notice stating the nature of the violation.   

C. Any person guilty of this violation shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and on 

conviction thereof shall be fined in the amount not exceeding one hundred dollars 

($100.00) for each violation. Each day in which any such violation shall continue 

shall be deemed a separate offense.   

D. Any person violating any of the provisions of this Section shall become liable to the 

City for any expense, loss or damage occasioned the City by reason of such 

violation.     

Section 220.050.  Litter Thrown By Persons in Vehicles.  

No person while a driver or passenger in a vehicle shall throw, drop or deposit litter upon 

any street or other public place within the City.   

Section 220.060.  Truck Loads Causing Litter.  

No person shall drive or move any truck or other vehicle within the City unless such 

vehicle is so constructed or loaded as to prevent any load, contents, or litter from being 

blown or deposited upon any street, alley, or other public place.   

Section 220.070.  Placing Commercial and Non-Commercial Handbills On Vehicles.  

No person shall throw or deposit any commercial or non-commercial handbill in or upon 

any vehicle; provided however, that it shall not be unlawful in any public place for a 

person to hand out or distribute without charge to the receiver thereof, a commercial or 

non-commercial handbill to any occupant of a vehicle who is willing to accept such 

handbill.   

Section 220.080.  Tampering With A Witness ð Tampering With A Victim.    

A. A person commits the offense of tampering with a witness if, with the purpose to 

induce a witness or prospective witness in an official proceeding to disobey a 

subpoena or other legal process, or to absent himself or avoid subpoena or other 

legal process, or to withhold evidence, information or documents, or to testify 

falsely, such person:   
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1. Threatens or causes harm to any person or property; or   

2. Uses force, threats or deception; or   

3. Offers, confers or agrees to confer any benefit direct or indirect upon such 

witness; or   

4. Conveys any of the foregoing to another in furtherance of a conspiracy.     

B. A person commits the offense of victim tampering if, with purpose to do so, he 

permits or dissuades or attempts to prevent or dissuade any person who has been a 

victim of any crime or a person who is acting on behalf of any such victim from:   

1. Making any report of such victimization to any peace officer, or state, local or 

federal law enforcement officer or prosecuting agency or to any judge;   

2. Causing a complaint, indictment or information to be sought and prosecuted 

or assisting in the prosecution thereof;   

3. Arresting or causing or seeking the arrest of any person in connection with 

such victimization.     

C. Any person found guilty of tampering with a witness or a victim under the terms of 

this Section shall be subject to a fine of up to five hundred dollars ($500.00) and to 

incarceration for a term not to exceed ninety (90) days.     

Section 220.090.  Public Indecency ð Prohibited. [Ord. No. KK495 §§1 ð 4, 3-11-1993]   

A. A person who knowingly or intentionally, in a public place, to include, but not be 

limited to, indoor and outdoor entertainment establishments, restaurants, theaters, 

bars, bookstores and places of public accommodation where one (1) or more other 

persons is present:   

1. Engages in sexual intercourse;   

2. Engages in deviate sexual conduct;   

3. Appears in a state of nudity; or   

4. Fondles the genitals of himself or another person commits the unlawful act of 

public indecency.     

B. "Nudity" means the showing the human male or female genitals, pubic area or 

buttocks with less than a fully opaque covering, the showing of the female breast 

with less than a fully opaque covering of any part of the nipple or areola or the 

showing of the covered male genitals in a discernibly turgid state.   

C. Any person, firm or corporation violating this Section is guilty of a misdemeanor 

and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty dollars 

($50.00) or more than five hundred dollars ($500.00).   

D. In addition to the licensee and/or his employee being subject to all penalties 

contained in this Section of the City of Lawson, Missouri, violation of any act or 
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any provision contained herein shall be grounds for the license of the licensee to be 

suspended or revoked.     

Section 220.100.  Curfew of Minors. [Ord. No. KK606 §§1 ð 2, 1-20-1997; Ord. No. KK764 

§§1 ð 2, 7-15-2002]   

A. Definitions. As used in this Section, the following terms shall have these prescribed 

meanings:   

CUSTODIAN ð A parent, guardian or other adult person having the legal responsibility 

for the care and custody of a minor.    

MINOR ð Any person under the age of seventeen (17) years.    

PERMIT ð To knowingly or to fail to prevent, due to lack of reasonable efforts to 

supervise and control.    

REMAIN ð To unnecessarily tarry, stay, loiter or idle.    

B. Nocturnal Curfew For Minors.   

1. Unless accompanied by his or her custodian, it shall be unlawful for any 

minor, whether on foot or in a vehicle, to wander about without destination or 

to remain in or upon any public street, road, avenue, alley, park or other public 

place between the hours:   

a. 11:00 P.M. Sunday through 6:00 A.M. Monday.   

b. 11:00 P.M. Monday through 6:00 A.M. Tuesday.   

c. 11:00 P.M. Tuesday through 6:00 A.M. Wednesday.   

d. 11:00 P.M. Wednesday through 6:00 A.M. Thursday.   

e. 11:00 P.M. Thursday through 6:00 A.M. Friday.   

f. 12:00 A.M. Saturday through 6:00 A.M. Saturday.   

g. 12:00 A.M. Sunday through 6:00 A.M. Sunday.     

2. This restriction shall not apply to any minor who needs to remain in public to 

perform a reasonable errand under his or her custodian's direction or who 

needs to remain in public because of his or her legitimate employment, trade, 

profession or other occupation.     

C. Liability Of Custodians Of Minors. It shall be unlawful for any custodian to permit 

a minor under his control to wander about or to remain in or upon any public street, 

road, avenue, alley, park or other public place as prohibited by this Section, except 

in the case of necessity.   

D. Enforcement Procedures.   

1. If a Police Officer reasonably believes that a minor is wandering about 

without destination or has remained in or upon a street or other public place in 
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violation of this Section, the officer shall warn the minor that he is in violation 

of the curfew and request the minor to give his or her complete name and 

address and how to contact his or her custodian. The officer shall then direct 

the minor to proceed immediately to his or her home or other visual dwelling 

place.   

2. If the minor fails to obey these directions or refuses to furnish the officer with 

the requested identification information or has been subjected to a prior 

curfew warning, the officer shall take such minor to the Police Department. 

The Police Department shall then contact the minor's custodian and request 

that he or she come to the Police Station and accept the release of the minor. If 

the custodian cannot be contacted or if he or she fails to come to accept 

release, the minor shall be released to the Juvenile Officer of the County in 

which he or she resides.     

E. Penalties.   

1. Any minor violating the provisions of this Section shall be dealt with 

according to the laws governing juveniles set forth by the City and the State of 

Missouri.   

2. Any custodian violating the provisions of this Section shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not 

less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) nor more than five hundred dollars 

($500.00).       

Section 220.110.  Trespassing Within The City. [Ord. No. KK648 §1, 2-15-1999]   

A. No person shall knowingly enter or remain upon or in any land, structure, vehicle, 

aircraft or watercraft with knowledge that he is not authorized or privileged to enter 

or remain upon or in such land, structure, vehicle, aircraft or watercraft if:   

1. He enters upon or in the land, structure, vehicle, aircraft or watercraft after 

such entry upon or in has been forbidden by a personal communication of the 

owner or person authorized by the owner to make such communication or he 

remains upon or in the land, structure, vehicle, aircraft or watercraft after he 

has been ordered to leave by the owner or person authorized by the owner to 

so order; or   

2. The land, structure, vehicle, aircraft or watercraft is posted in a reasonable 

manner which would ordinarily come to the attention of intruders; or   

3. The premises or property is located within a City, town or village and is used 

for residential purposes.       

Section 220.120.  Damage To Real and Personal Property Prohibited. [Ord. No. KK664 §§1 

ð 3, 6-21-1999]   

A. Willful Or Grossly Negligent Damage To Property. No person shall do any of the 

following:   



 Title IV Attachment 1:135 Supp. #3, 10/13 

1. Intentionally or in a grossly negligent manner damage, deface, conceal or 

impair the use of any real estate or personal property in which another has a 

property interest, specifically including publicly owned property without the 

consent of the other person, firm or corporation or an agent thereof;   

2. No person shall damage, deface or impair the use of any real estate or 

personal property whether privately or publicly owned or conceal any 

property with the intent of injuring or defrauding any insurer or lienholder.     

B. Liability Of Parent. The parent or legal guardian of an unemancipated minor who 

resides with such parent or legal guardian shall be liable for any fine or condition or 

restitution imposed by a court upon an unemancipated minor for violation of this 

Section.   

C. Penalty. Any person, firm or corporation violating any provision of this Section 

shall be fined not less than fifty dollars ($50.00) nor more than five hundred dollars 

($500.00) for each such offense and a separate offense shall be deemed committed 

on each day during or on which a violation occurs or continues.     

 

Chapter 225 

MISDEMEANORS  

  

Section 225.010.  Assault. 4 [Ord. No. KK350 §§1 ð 2, 10-13-1987]   

A. That a person commits common assault if he or she:   

1. Attempts to cause or recklessly causes physical injury to another person; or   

2. With criminal negligence causes physical injury to another person by means 

of a deadly weapon; or   

3. Purposely places another person in apprehension of immediate physical 

injury; or   

4. Recklessly engages in conduct which creates a grave risk of death or serious 

physical injury to another person; or   

5. Knowingly causes physical contact with another person knowing the other 

person will regard the contact as offensive or provocative.     

B. Penalty. Any person who violates any provision of this Section shall, upon 

conviction thereof, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and fined not more than one 

hundred dollars ($100.00) for each offense.     

                                                           

4.  State Law Reference ð For similar provisions, see RSMo. §565.070.  
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Section 225.020.  Bicycle Regulations. [Ord. No. KK169 §§1 ð 3, 7-7-1970; Ord. No. KK849 

§§1 ð 3, 6-20-2005]   

A. No person shall be permitted to push or ride a bicycle on the sidewalks or streets of 

Pennsylvania Avenue in the area from Fifth Street to Third Street.   

B. Any bicycles on the streets after the street lights are turned on in the evening must 

be equipped with lights.   

C. Any person convicted of violating any provisions of this Section shall be deemed 

guilty of a misdemeanor and punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars 

($25.00) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500.00).     

Section 225.030.  City Lake Regulations. [Ord. No. KK323 §§1 ð 4, 1-13-1986; Ord. No. 

KK582 §1, 4-15-1996; Ord. No. KK794 §1, 4-21-2003]   

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to take fish out of the Lawson City Lake by 

means of hook, line, net, gig or any other means without a State fishing permit. 

Then and only then may a person take fish from the Lawson City Lake by means set 

forth by the Department of Conservation.   

B. No person shall operate a motorboat in the Lawson City Lake by means of a 

gasoline powered motor. Only electric motors are permitted.   

C. Head and tail must remain attached to all black bass while on the area or until 

checked by an agent of the Conservation Commission. Fishing is permitted from 

January first (1st) to December thirty-first (31st). Pole and line fishing only, with 

not more than three (3) poles per person. Area closed from 10:00 P.M. to 4:00 A.M. 

daily except to persons actively pole or line fishing or camping in designated areas. 

Bullfrogs and green frogs may be taken according to Statewide seasons and limits 

but only by pole and line, hand, handnet, longbow or gig. Seining or trapping live 

bait is prohibited. Hunting or shooting, swimming, digging, fireworks and 

unattended fires are not allowed. Fires are permitted within self-contained grills or 

fire pits in designated areas. Furbearers may be trapped only under special permit. 

Horseback riding, cutting or removal of vegetation (except mushrooms, edible wild 

greens and berries or other fruits) and the harvest of nuts is prohibited except by 

special authorization. Picnicking is allowed. No littering is allowed.   

D. It shall be unlawful for any motorized vehicle including all terrain vehicles, 

motorcycles or any vehicle that is motorized to drive on any walking trail on City 

property. It will further be unlawful for any motorized vehicle, including all terrain 

vehicles, motorcycles or any vehicle that is motorized, to drive off any roadway on 

any City park or City property.   

E. Any person or persons violating the provisions of this Section shall be found guilty 

of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine not less 

than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500.00).     

Section 225.040.  Contributing To Delinquency of A Minor. [Ord. No. KK326 §§1 ð 4, 1-13-

1986]   



 Title IV Attachment 1:137 Supp. #3, 10/13 

A. Any person seventeen (17) years of age or over who encourages, aids or causes a 

child sixteen (16) years of age or younger to commit any act or engage in any 

conduct which would be injurious to his or her morals or health or who causes the 

child to violate any of the ordinances of this City, shall be deemed guilty of a 

misdemeanor.   

B. Any person twenty-one (21) years of age or over who aids, contributes or causes a 

person twenty (20) years of age and younger to consume an alcohol beverage is 

deemed guilty of a misdemeanor in this Section.   

C. Any person twenty-one (21) years of age or over who buys, sells, or gives a person 

twenty (20) years of age and younger any intoxicating alcohol beverage is deemed 

guilty of a misdemeanor.   

D. Any person or persons found guilty of this Section shall be deemed guilty of a 

misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars 

($25.00) and not more than two hundred dollars ($200.00).     

Section 225.050.  Discharging Firearms. [Ord. No. KK315 §§1 ð 3, 8-12-1985; Ord. No. 

KK904 §1, 1-15-2007]   

A. Any person or persons within the City or on City owned or controlled property who 

shall fire off or discharge any rifle, shotgun, carbine, musket, pistol, revolver or 

other firearms, spring gun or air gun are in violation of this Section.   

B. Any person or persons within the City or on City owned or controlled property who 

shall throw any pebble or other hard substance by hand or by means of a sling, 

cross bow, India rubber band or bow or by any other means are in violation of this 

Section.   

C. This shall not apply to Law Enforcement Officers in the execution of their duty, for 

any law enforcement training purposes, or any other person authorized by the 

Lawson Police Department.   

D. Any person or persons who violates any provisions of this Section shall, upon 

conviction thereof, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.     

Section 225.055.  Hunting Prohibited On City Owned or Controlled Property. [Ord. No. 

KK905, 1-15-2007]   

A. No person shall hunt or purposefully harm any wildlife, excluding fish, upon any 

property owned or controlled by the City of Lawson or within the City limits of 

Lawson, Missouri.   

B. "Hunting" shall be defined as the search for any wildlife for the purpose of killing 

or harming that wildlife by the use of a rifle, shotgun, air gun, bow, crossbow or 

any other device capable of causing injury to wildlife.   

C. It shall be lawful for City employees to use traps designed to capture wildlife live 

and without harm for the purpose of relocating nuisance wildlife.   
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D. Any person in violation of this Section, upon conviction, shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor and punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) 

nor more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or by imprisonment of not more than 

ninety (90) days or by both such fine and imprisonment.     

Section 225.060.  Disorderly Conduct and Peace Disturbance.   

A. Any person who, with intent to provoke a breach of the peace or to cause violence 

to persons or property, or commits any of the following acts, shall be deemed to 

have committed the offense of disorderly conduct.   

1. Acts in a violent or tumultuous manner toward another, whereby any person is 

placed in fear of safety of his life, limb or health.   

2. Acts in a violent or tumultuous manner toward another, whereby property of 

any person is placed in danger of being destroyed or damaged.   

3. Endangers lawful pursuits of another by acts of violence, angry threats and 

abusive conduct.   

4. Causes, provokes or engages in any fight, brawl or riotous conduct, so as to 

endanger the life, limb, health or property of another.   

5. Assembles or congregates with another or others for the purpose of causing, 

provoking, or engaging in any fight or brawl.   

6. Jostles, or roughly crowds or pushes any person in any public place.   

7. Frequents any public place with intent to obtain money from another by an 

illegal and fraudulent scheme, trick, artifice or device.   

8. Assembles with another or others for the purpose of engaging in any 

fraudulent scheme, device or trick to obtain any valuable thing in any place or 

from any person in the City, or to aid or abet therein.   

9. Any male person that accosts or attempts to force his company upon any 

female or attempts to pick up any female.   

10. Uses fighting words directed toward another who becomes outraged, and thus 

creates turmoil.   

11. Assembles or congregates with another or others for the purpose of doing 

bodily harm to another.   

12. Any person, by acts of violence, interferes with another's pursuit of a lawful 

occupation.   

13. Congregates with another or others in or on any public way so as to halt the 

flow of vehicular or pedestrian traffic and refuses to clear such public way 

when warned by a Peace Officer or other lawful authority.   

14. Congregates with others on a public street and refuses to move on when 

ordered by the Police.   
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15. By his actions, causes a crowd to collect, except when lawfully addressing 

such crowd.   

16. Stations himself on the public streets or follows pedestrians for the purpose of 

soliciting charity or who solicits charity on the public streets unlawfully.   

17. Stands on sidewalks or street corners and makes insulting remarks to or about 

passing pedestrians or annoys such pedestrians.   

18. Wanders, prowls or loiters, upon the private property of another in the 

nighttime and peeks or peers in the door or window of any building or 

structure located thereon which is inhabited by human beings, without any 

visible or lawful business with the owners or occupants thereof.     

B. Any person in violation of Subsection (A) of this Section, will be deemed guilty of 

a misdemeanor and will be subject to penalty as set forth by the Municipal Court of 

the City of Lawson.     

Section 225.070.  Offenses Affecting City Property. [Ord. No. KK265 §§1 ð 3, 3-9-1981]   

A. Any person who shall throw, place or carelessly let fall any glass, bottle, can or 

other trashy object on any Lawson City property including the City Lake, City 

Parks, parking lots, and streets within the City limits of Lawson and Lawson City 

property outside the City limits shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon 

conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars 

($100.00).   

B. It shall be the duty of the Lawson Police of the City of Lawson to examine the City 

Park areas several times each day and night to ascertain the condition of the Park 

areas as mentioned above. If the Park area has broken glass, cans and trash not 

placed in the containers provided, the area will be declared detrimental to the health 

of people and shall be declared off-limits to all persons until the park areas are 

cleaned of all the above mentioned solid waste.   

C. All persons, after being informed by the Police that the area is off-limits, shall leave 

the area. Any person or persons not leaving the area as directed by the Lawson 

Police shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall 

be punished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars ($100.00).     

Section 225.080.  Unlawful Use of Weapons ð Firearms in City Buildings ð Exceptions ð 

Penalties. [RSMo. §571.030; Ord. No. KK823, 5-17-2004]   

A. A person commits the crime of unlawful use of weapons if he knowingly:   

1. Carries concealed upon or about his person, a firearm, or any other weapon 

readily capable of lethal use; or   

2. Sets a spring gun; or   
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3. Discharges or shoots a firearm into a dwelling house, a railroad train, boat, 

aircraft or motor vehicle as defined in Section 302.010, RSMo., or any 

building or structure used for the assembling of people; or   

4. Exhibits, in the presence of one (1) or more persons, any weapon readily 

capable of lethal use in an angry or threatening manner; or   

5. Possesses or discharges a firearm or projectile weapon while intoxicated; or   

6. Discharges a firearm within one hundred (100) yards of any occupied 

schoolhouse, courthouse or church building; or   

7. Discharges or shoots a firearm at a mark, at any object or at random, on, along 

or across a public highway or discharges or shoots a firearm into any 

outbuilding; or   

8. Carries a firearm or any other weapon readily capable of lethal use into any 

church or place where people have assembled for worship, or into any school, 

or into any election precinct on any election day, or into any building owned 

or occupied by any agency of the Federal Government, State Government or 

political subdivision thereof, or into any public assemblage of persons met for 

any lawful purpose.   

9. No person who has been issued a concealed carry endorsement by the 

Missouri Director of Revenue under Section 571.094, RSMo., or who has 

been issued a valid permit or endorsement to carry concealed firearms issued 

by another State or political subdivision of another State shall, by authority of 

that endorsement or permit, be allowed to carry a concealed firearm or to 

openly carry a firearm in any building or portion of a building owned, leased 

or controlled by the City.   

10. Signs shall be posted at each entrance of a building entirely owned, leased or 

controlled by the City of Lawson, Missouri, stating that carrying of firearms is 

prohibited. Where the City owns, leases or controls only a portion of a 

building, signs shall be posted at each entrance to that portion of the building 

stating that carrying of firearms is prohibited.   

11. This Section shall not apply to buildings used for public housing by private 

persons, highways or rest area, firing ranges or private dwellings owned, 

leased or controlled by the City of Lawson, Missouri.   

12. Any person violating this Section may be denied entrance to the building or 

ordered to leave the building. Any City employee violating this Section may 

be disciplined. No other penalty shall be imposed for a violation of this 

Section.   

13. No person who has been issued a certificate of qualification which allows the 

person to carry a concealed firearm before the Director of Revenue begins 

issuing concealed carry endorsements in July, 2004, shall by authority of that 

certificate be allowed to carry a concealed firearm or to openly carry a firearm 
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in any building or portion of a building owned, leased or controlled by the 

City of Lawson, Missouri.     

B. Subdivisions (1, 3, 4, 6, 7 and 8) of Subsection (A) of this Section shall not apply to 

or affect any of the following:   

1. All State, County and Municipal Law Enforcement Officers possessing the 

duty and power of arrest for violation of the general criminal laws of the State 

or for violation of ordinances of counties or municipalities of the State, or any 

person summoned by such officers to assist in making arrests or preserving 

the peace while actually engaged in assisting such officer;   

2. Wardens, superintendents and keepers of prisons, penitentiaries, jails and 

other institutions for the detention of persons accused or convicted of crime;   

3. Members of the Armed Forces or National Guard while performing their 

official duty;   

4. Those persons vested by Article V, Section 1 of the Constitution of Missouri 

with the judicial power of the State;   

5. Any person whose bona fide duty is to execute process, civil or criminal.     

C. Subdivisions (1, 5 and 8) of subsection (A) of this Section do not apply when the 

actor is transporting such weapons in a non-functioning state or in an unloaded state 

when ammunition is not readily accessible or when such weapons are not readily 

accessible. Subdivision (1) of Subsection (A) of this Section does not apply when 

the actor is also in possession of an exposed firearm or projectile weapons for the 

lawful pursuit of game, or is in his dwelling unit or upon business premises over 

which the actor has possession, authority or control, or is traveling in a continuous 

journey peaceably through this State.     

Section 225.090.  Basement Homes, Etc., Not Allowed. [Ord. No. KK205, 10-7-1974]   

A. All basements houses, mobile homes and unfinished building structures or other 

temporary housing units are hereby declared to be a public nuisance and dangerous 

and detrimental to the public health and welfare, and shall not be erected, placed or 

stored in any area of the City zoned for residential purposes.   

B. A violation of the rules and regulations of this Section shall be deemed a 

misdemeanor.     

Section 225.100.  Disturbing A Judicial Proceeding.  

A person commits the crime of disturbing a judicial proceeding if, with purpose to 

intimidate a judge, attorney, juror, party or witness, and thereby to influence a judicial 

proceeding, he disrupts or disturbs a judicial proceeding by participating in an assembly 

and calling aloud, shouting, or holding or displaying a placard or sign containing written 

or printed matter, concerning the conduct of the judicial proceeding, or the character of 

the judge, attorney, juror, party or witness engaged in such proceeding, or calling for or 
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demanding any specified action or determination by such judge, attorney, juror, party or 

witness in connection with such proceeding.   

Section 225.110.  Unlawful Assembly.  

A person commits the crime of unlawful assembly if he knowingly assembles with six (6) 

or more other persons and agrees with such persons to violate any of the criminal laws of 

this State, the United States, or ordinances of the City of Lawson, Missouri, with force or 

violence.   

Section 225.120.  Refusal To Disperse.  

A person commits the crime of refusal to disperse if, being present at the scene of an 

unlawful assembly, or at the scene of a riot, he knowingly fails or refuses to obey the 

lawful command of a Law Enforcement Officer to depart from the scene of such unlawful 

assembly or riot.   

Section 225.130.  Sound Amplifying Equipment Prohibited.   

A. No person shall use, or cause to be used, sound amplifying equipment or other 

machine or device used for the amplification of the human voice, music or any 

other sound for the purpose of casting human voices, music, or other sounds upon 

the public streets of the City of Lawson, Missouri.   

B. Sound amplifying equipment as set out in Subsection (A) shall not be construed as 

including standard automobile radios when used and heard only by the occupants of 

the vehicle or building in which they are installed. Warning devices on vehicles or 

buildings used only for traffic safety police or security purposes shall not be 

included in the definition of sound amplifying equipment.   

C. Persons or groups desiring to use such devices set out in Subsection (A) above for 

noncommercial use may file a request for the issuance of a permit with the City 

Administrator. Such request shall include the name and address of applicant, time, 

date, and place for use of the sound amplifying equipment, the purpose for which 

such use is intended, and the approximate maximum distance such equipment is 

possible of projecting the amplified sound. When any person is using such devices 

pursuant to and in accordance with the terms of such permit granted by the City 

Administrator, he shall not be deemed in violation of Subsection (A).     

Section 225.140.  Vulgar Language.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to use lewd, obscene, profane, or vulgar language 

while on any public street or public property or while at any place of business open to 

public patronage, including, but not limited to, restaurants and other businesses which 

serve food or beverage, pool halls, dancing halls, public parks, car washes, parking lots 

and the like.   

Section 225.150.  Urinating in Public.  
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It shall be unlawful for any person within the City to urinate in or upon any street, park, 

any public place open to the public or private place open to public view other than in the 

restroom facilities provided for such activity.   

Section 225.160.  Harassment.   

A. It is unlawful for any person, for the purpose of frightening or disturbing another 

person:   

1. To communicate in writing or by telephone, a threat to commit an offense 

against persons upon the person written to or telephoned under circumstances 

that would cause a reasonable person to conclude that the offense against 

persons was imminent and likely; or   

2. To make a telephone call or to communicate in writing, using any coarse 

language offensive to one of average sensibility; or   

3. To make a telephone call anonymously; or   

4. To make repeated telephone calls to another.       

Section 225.170.  Conspiracy. [RSMo. §§564.011, 564.016]   

A. Attempt to Commit an Offense.   

1. A person is guilty of attempt to commit an offense when, with the purpose of 

committing the offense, he does any act which is a substantial step towards the 

commission of the offense. A "substantial step" is conduct which is strongly 

corroborative of the firmness of the actor's purpose to complete the 

commission of the offense.   

2. It is no defense to a prosecution under this Section that the offense attempted 

was, under the actual attendant circumstances, factually or legally impossible 

of commission, if such offense could have been committed had the attendant 

circumstances been as the actor believed them to be.     

B. Conspiracy.   

1. A person is guilty of conspiracy with another person or persons to commit an 

offense if, with the purpose of promoting or facilitating its commission he 

agrees with such other person or persons that they or one or more of them will 

engage in conduct which constitutes such offense.   

2. If a person guilty of conspiracy knows that a person with whom he conspires 

to commit an offense has conspired with another person or persons to commit 

the same offense, he is guilty of conspiring with such other person or persons 

to commit such offense, whether or not he knows their identity.   

3. If a person conspires to commit a number of offenses, he is guilty of only one 

(1) conspiracy so long as such multiple offenses are the object of the same 

agreement.   
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4. No person may be convicted of conspiracy to commit an offense unless an 

overt act in pursuance of such conspiracy is alleged and proved to have been 

done by him or by a person with whom he conspired.   

5. Exceptions.   

a. No one shall be convicted of conspiracy if, after conspiring to commit 

the offense, he prevented the accomplishment of the objectives of the 

conspiracy under circumstances manifesting a renunciation of his 

criminal purpose.   

b. The defendant shall have the burden of injecting the issue of 

renunciation of criminal purpose under Subdivision (a) of this 

Subsection.     

6. For the purpose of time limitations of prosecutions:   

a. Conspiracy is a continuing course of conduct which terminates when the 

offense or offenses which are its object are committed or the agreement 

that they be committed is abandoned by the defendant and by those with 

whom he conspired.   

b. If an individual abandons the agreement, the conspiracy is terminated as 

to him only if he advises those with whom he has conspired of his 

abandonment or he informs the law enforcement authorities of the 

existence of the conspiracy and his participation in it.     

7. A person may not be charged, convicted or sentences on the basis of the same 

course of conduct of both the actual commission of an offense and a 

conspiracy to commit that offense.       

Section 225.180.  False Reports.   

A. A person commits the crime of making a false report if he knowingly:   

1. Gives false information to a Law Enforcement Officer for the purpose of 

implicating another person in a crime; or   

2. Makes a false report to a Law Enforcement Officer that a crime has occurred 

or is about to occur; or   

3. Makes a false report or causes a false report to be made to a Law Enforcement 

Officer, security officer, Fire Department or other organization, official or 

volunteer, which deals with emergencies involving danger to life or property, 

that a fire or other incident calling for an emergency response has occurred.     

B. It is a defense to a prosecution under Subsection (A) that the actor retracted the 

false statement or report before the Law Enforcement Officer or any other person 

took substantial action in reliance thereon.     

Section 225.190.  False Impersonation.   
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A. A person commits the crime of false impersonation if he:   

1. Falsely represents himself to be a public servant with purpose to induce 

another to submit to his pretended official authority or to rely upon his 

pretended official acts, and   

a. Performs an act in that pretended capacity; or   

b. Causes another to act in reliance upon his pretended official authority; or     

2. Falsely represents himself to be a person licensed to practice or engage in any 

profession for which a license is required by the laws of the State of Missouri 

with purpose to induce another person to rely upon such representation, and   

a. Performs an act in that pretended capacity; or   

b. Causes another to actin reliance upon such representation.       

B. No person may wear or otherwise display upon his or her person any uniform, 

insignia, or other device or parts thereof which indicates or tends to indicate that the 

wearer is a Law Enforcement Officer, possesses an official capacity, or is licensed 

to practice a particular profession when he, in fact, is not so licensed nor possesses 

such an official authority.   

C. Upon arrest for a violation of Subsection (B), all uniforms or parts thereof, insignia, 

badges, or other identification shall be retained by the Police Department pending 

trial of said violation and upon conviction after the time for appeal therefrom has 

passed, said articles shall be destroyed in the presence of the Presiding Judge of the 

Missouri Court by the Police Department so as to prevent their future wrongful and 

unlawful use.     

Section 225.200.  Drinking in Public. [Ord. No. KK439 §1, 2-4-1991]   

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to drink or encourage another to drink or open 

any container or any original package containing intoxicating liquor, malt liquor or 

non-intoxicating beer in or upon any public streets, alleys, sidewalks, parks or 

public thoroughfares of the City or in any railway station, bus station, theater, 

picture show house, bus, taxi or other public conveyance or any public school 

building or church. Insofar as this Section applies, it shall be considered evidence of 

drinking for a person to have in his possession an open bottle, can or other open 

container or intoxicating liquor, malt liquor or non-intoxicating beer.   

B. For purposes of this Section, the following definitions shall apply:   

INTOXICATING LIQUOR ð Alcoholic spirituous, vinous, fermented, malt or other 

liquors or combinations of liquor, a part of which is spirituous, vinous or fermented, and 

all preparation or mixtures for beverage purposes containing in excess of one-half of one 

percent (0.5%) of alcohol by volume.    

MALT LIQUOR ð That intoxicating liquor manufactured from pure hops or pure 

extract of hops or pure barley malt or wholesome grains or cereals and wholesome yeast 
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and pure water containing in excess of one-half of one percent (0.5%) of alcohol by 

volume and commonly and called and known as beer.    

NON-INTOXICATING BEER ð Any malt beverage containing less than one-half of 

one percent (0.5%) of alcohol by volume.    

ORIGINAL PACKAGE ð At least one (1) container of not less than eight (8) ounces of 

any intoxicating liquor or three (3) or more standard bottles, cans or containers of malt 

liquor or non-intoxicating beer.      

Section 225.205.  Determination of Value. [RSMo. §570.020; Ord. No. KK439 §2, 2-4-1991]   

A. For the purposes of this Chapter, the value of property shall be ascertained as 

follows:   

1. Except as otherwise specified in this Section, "value" means the market value 

of the property at the time and place of the crime or if such cannot be 

satisfactorily ascertained, the cost of replacement of the property within a 

reasonable time after the crime;   

2. Whether or not they have been issued or delivered, certain written 

instruments, not including those having a readily ascertainable market value 

such as some public and corporate bonds and securities, shall be evaluated as 

follows:   

a. The value of an instrument constituting evidence of debt, such as a 

check, draft or promissory note, shall be deemed the amount due or 

collectible thereon or thereby, such figure ordinarily being the face 

amount of the indebtedness less any portion thereof which has been 

satisfied.   

b. The value of any other instrument which creates, releases, discharges or 

otherwise affects any valuable legal right, privilege or obligation shall 

be deemed the greatest amount of economic loss which the owner of the 

instrument might reasonably suffer by virtue of the loss of the 

instrument.     

3. When the value of property cannot be satisfactorily ascertained pursuant to the 

standards set forth in Subsections (1) and (2) of this Section, its value shall be 

deemed to be an amount less than one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00).       

Section 225.210.  Stealing ð Penalties. [RSMo. §570.030; Ord. No. KK439 §3, 2-4-1991]   

A. A person commits the crime of stealing if he appropriates property or services of 

another with the purpose to deprive him thereof, either without his consent or by 

means of deceit or coercion.   

B. Evidence of the following is admissible in any criminal prosecution under this 

Section on the issue of the requisite knowledge or belief of the alleged stealer:   
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1. That he failed or refused to pay for property or services of a hotel, restaurant, 

inn or boarding house;   

2. That he gave in payment for property or services of a hotel, restaurant, inn or 

boarding house a check or negotiable paper on which payment was refused;   

3. That he left the hotel, restaurant, inn or boarding house with the intent to not 

pay for property or services;   

4. That he surreptitiously removed or attempted to remove his baggage from a 

hotel, inn or boarding house.       

Section 225.220.  Lost Property. [RSMo. §570.060; Ord. No. KK439 §4, 2-4-1991]   

A. A person who appropriates lost property shall not be deemed to have stolen that 

property within the meaning of Section 570.030, RSMo., unless such property is 

found under circumstances which gave the finder knowledge of or means of inquiry 

as to the true owner.   

B. The defendant shall have the burden of injecting the issue of lost property.     

Section 225.230.  Claim of Right. [RSMo. §570.070; Ord. No. KK439 §5, 2-4-1991]   

A. A person does not commit an offense under Section 570.030, RSMo., if, at the time 

of the appropriation, he:   

1. Acted in the honest belief that he had the right to do so; or   

2. Acted in the honest belief that the owner, if present, would have consented to 

the appropriation.     

B. The defendant shall have the burden of injecting the issue of claim or right.     

Section 225.240.  Receiving Stolen Property. [RSMo. §570.080; Ord. No. KK439 §6, 2-4-1991]   

A. A person commits the crime of receiving stolen property if, for the purpose of 

depriving the owner of a lawful interest therein, he receives, retains or disposes of 

property of another knowing that it has been stolen or believing that it has been 

stolen.   

B. Evidence of the following is admissible in any criminal prosecution under this 

Section to prove the requisite knowledge or belief of the alleged receiver:   

1. That he was found in possession or control of other property stolen on 

separate occasions from two (2) or more persons;   

2. That he received other stolen property in another transaction within the year 

preceding the transaction charged;   

3. That he acquired the stolen property for a consideration which he knew was 

far below its reasonable value.     

C. Receiving stolen property is a misdemeanor.     
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Section 225.250.  Penalty. [Ord. No. KK518 §1, 11-29-1993]  

Any person convicted of violating any provisions of this Chapter shall be deemed guilty 

of a misdemeanor and punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) nor 

more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or by imprisonment of not more than ninety 

(90) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.   

 

Chapter 230 

POLICE DEPARTMENT  

              

Section 230.010.                Rules and Regulations.               [Ord. No. KK271 §§1 ð 4, 9-14-

1981; Ord. No. KK556 §1, 12-19-1994]                                                          

A. In case of a known felony, a Police Officer shall pursue the person(s) with extreme 

caution. High speeds in pursuit of a felon must be avoided. Personal injury and 

death or damage to equipment is worse than not apprehending the suspected felon.                                                            

B. The City of Lawson Police are often called to assist County and State Police 

Agencies and make calls outside the City limits of Lawson. We like to cooperate 

with these agencies, but we must be governed by our responsibility first to the 

citizens of Lawson. Therefore, the Lawson Police are not allowed to assist on calls 

beyond the following limitations: No City of Lawson Police Officer is permitted to 

respond to calls of assistance at a place that is beyond eight (8) minutes travel time 

to the City limits of Lawson and/or five (5) miles of the City of Lawson. All other 

responses by the City of Lawson Police are governed by State Statute and written 

policy of the Lawson Police Department.                                                            

C. Any infraction of these rules is cause for suspension and/or dismissal of the Police 

Officer involved.                                                               

Section 230.020.                User Fees For Security For All Public Events.               [Ord. No. 

KK463 §§1 ð 4, 6-8-1992]                                                          

A. That security for all public events within the City limits of the City of Lawson, 

Missouri, be provided by all sponsoring agents, clubs or organizations, profit or 

not-for-profit groups.                                                            

B. That the security be regulated by the office of the Chief of Police of the City of 

Lawson, Missouri.                                                            

C. That the cost of providing security be assessed as a user fee at ten dollars ($10.00) 

an hour for the length and time as deemed necessary by the Chief of Police of the 

City of Lawson, Missouri, to provide for the safety of said function or functions.                                                            
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D. That anyone providing security will be a certified officer through the State of 

Missouri and designated by the Chief of Police of the City of Lawson, Missouri.                                                               

Section 230.030.                Police Employment Standards.               [Ord. No. KK721 §§1 ð 8, 

4-16-2001]                                                          

A. Must be at least twenty-one (21) years of age at appointment with a maximum of 

sixty (60) years of age.                                                            

B. No rigid height requirements.                                                            

C. Weight in proportion to height.                                                            

D. Visual as determined by examination. Must be able to distinguish colors.                                                            

E. Hearing loss may not exceed thirty (30) decibels both ears; thirty-five (35) decibels 

weaker ear.                                                            

F. Must have high school education or equivalence issued by an accredited State 

Board of Education.                                                            

G. Must be a United States citizen, resident of the State of Missouri, must reside within 

twenty-five (25) mile radius prior to the completion of six (6) months of 

employment. City Administrator may vary residency for the benefit of the City.                                                            

H. Any conviction of a felony or serious misdemeanor or excessive traffic violation 

will disqualify for appointment.                                                       

 

Chapter 235 

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT  

  

Section 235.010.  Definitions. [Ord. No. KK333 §1, 2-10-1986]  

For the purpose of this Chapter, the following terms shall be deemed to have the meaning 

indicated below:   

APPROVED INCINERATOR ð An incinerator which complies with all current 

regulations of the responsible local and State air pollution control agencies.    

BULKY RUBBISH ð Non-putrescible solid wastes consisting of combustible and/or 

non-combustible waste materials from dwelling units, commercial, industrial, 

institutional, or agricultural establishments which are either too large or too heavy to be 

safely and conveniently loaded in solid waste transportation vehicles by solid waste 

collectors, with the equipment available, therefore.    

CITY ð The City of Lawson, Missouri.    
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COLLECTION ð Removal of waste from its place of storage to the transportation 

vehicle.    

DEMOLITION AND CONSTRUCTION WASTE ð Waste materials from the 

construction or destruction of residential, industrial or commercial structures.    

DIRECTOR ð The director of the Solid Waste Management Program of the City, or his 

authorized representative.    

DISPOSABLE SOLID WASTE CONTAINER ð Disposable plastic or paper sacks with 

a capacity of twenty (20) to fifty-five (55) gallons specifically designed for storage of 

solid waste.    

DWELLING UNIT ð Any room or group of rooms located within a structure, and 

forming a single habitable unit with facilities which are used, or are intended to be used, 

for living, sleeping, cooking and eating.    

GARBAGE ð Putrescible animal or vegetable wastes resulting from the handling, 

preparation, cooking, serving, or consumption of food.    

HAZARDOUS WASTES ð Including but not limited to: Pathological wastes, explosive 

wastes, pesticides, pesticide containers, toxic or radioactive materials.    

MULTIPLE HOUSING FACILITY ð A housing facility containing more than one (1) 

dwelling unit under one (1) roof.    

OCCUPANT ð Any person who, alone or jointly or severally with others, shall be in 

actual possession of any dwelling unit or of any other improved real property, either as 

owner or as a tenant.    

PERSON ð Any individual, partnership, co-partnership, firm, company, corporation, 

association, joint stock company, trust, estate, political subdivision, or organization of 

any kind, or their legal representative, agent or assigns.    

PROCESSING ð Incinerating, composting, baling, shredding, salvaging, compacting 

and other processes whereby solid waste characteristics are modified or solid waste 

quantity is reduced.    

REFUSE ð Solid waste.    

SOLID WASTE ð Unwanted or discarded waste materials in a solid or semi-solid state, 

including but not limited to garbage, ashes, street refuse, rubbish, dead animals, animal 

and agricultural wastes, discarded appliances, special wastes, industrial wastes, and 

demolition and construction wastes.    

1. Commercial solid waste. Solid waste resulting from the operation of any 

commercial, industrial, institutional or agricultural establishment, and multiple 

housing facilities with more than two (2) dwelling units.    

2. Residential solid waste. Solid waste resulting from the maintenance and operation 

of dwelling units, excluding multiple housing facilities with more than one (1) 

dwelling unit.      
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SOLID WASTE CONTAINER ð Receptacle used by any person to store solid waste 

during the interval between solid waste collections.    

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL ð The process of discarding or getting rid of unwanted 

material. In particular the final disposition of solid waste by man.    

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT ð The entire solid waste system of storage, 

collection, transportation, processing and disposal.    

STORAGE ð Keeping, maintaining or storing solid waste from the time of its 

production until the time of its collection.    

TRANSPORTATION ð The transporting of solid waste from the place of collection or 

processing to a solid waste processing facility or solid waste disposal area.    

YARD WASTES ð Grass clippings, leaves, tree trimmings.    

Section 235.020.  Solid Waste Storage. [Ord. No. KK333 §§2.1 ð 2.7, 2-10-1986]   

A. The occupant of every dwelling unit and of every institutional, commercial or 

business, industrial or agricultural establishment producing solid waste within the 

corporate limits of the City, shall provide sufficient and adequate containers for the 

storage of all solid waste except bulky rubbish and demolition and construction 

waste to serve each such dwelling unit and/or establishment; and to maintain such 

solid waste containers at all times in good repair.   

B. The occupant of every dwelling unit and of every institutional, commercial, 

industrial, agricultural or business establishment shall place all solid waste to be 

collected in proper solid waste containers, except as otherwise provided herein, and 

shall maintain such solid waste containers and the area surrounding them in a clean, 

neat and sanitary condition at all times.   

C. Residential solid waste shall be stored in containers of not more than fifty-five (55) 

gallons nor less than twenty (20) gallons in nominal capacity. Containers shall be 

leakproof, waterproof, and fitted with a flytight lid and shall be properly covered at 

all times except when depositing waste therein or removing the contents thereof. 

The weight of any individual container and contents shall not exceed seventy-five 

(75) pounds. Galvanized metal containers, or rubber fiberglass, or plastic containers 

which do not become brittle in cold weather, may be used. Disposable solid waste 

containers with suitable frames or containers as approved by the Director may also 

be used for storage of residential solid waste.   

D. Commercial solid waste shall be stored in solid waste containers as approved by the 

Director. The containers shall be waterproof, leakproof and shall be covered at all 

times except when depositing waste therein or removing the contents thereof; and 

shall meet all requirements as set forth by Section 235.070.   

E. Tree limbs less than four (4) inches in diameter and brush shall be securely tied in 

bundles not larger than forty-eight (48) inches long and eighteen (18) inches in 

diameter when not placed in storage containers. The weight of any individual 

bundle shall not exceed seventy-five (75) pounds.   
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F. Yard wastes shall be stored in containers so constructed and maintained as to 

prevent the dispersal of wastes placed therein upon the premises, or upon adjacent 

public rights-of-way. The weight of any individual container and contents shall not 

exceed seventy-five (75) pounds.   

G. Solid waste containers which are not approved will be collected together with their 

contents and disposed of.     

Section 235.030.  Collection of Solid Waste. [Ord. No. KK333 §§3.1 ð 3.8, 2-10-1986]   

A. The City shall provide for the collection of all solid waste in the City, provided 

however, that the City may provide the collection service by contraction with a 

person, County, or other City or a combination thereof, of the entire City or 

portions thereof, as deemed to be in the best interests of the City.   

B. All solid waste from premises to which collection services are provided by the City 

shall be collected, except bulky rubbish as defined herein, provided however, that 

bulky rubbish will be collected if tied securely in bundles not exceeding reasonable 

limitations of weight and bulk to be fixed by regulations to be made and 

promulgated by the Director as hereinafter provided. All solid waste collected shall, 

upon being loaded into transportation equipment, become the property of the 

collection agency.   

C. Tree limbs and yard wastes, as described in Section 235.020 (E) and (F) 

respectively, shall be placed at the curb or alley for collection. Solid waste 

containers as required by this Chapter for the storage of other residential solid waste 

shall be placed at the curb or alley for collection. Any solid waste containers, tree 

limbs, yard wastes, or other solid waste permitted by this Chapter to be placed at 

the curb or alley for collection shall not be so placed until the regularly scheduled 

collection day.   

D. Bulky rubbish shall be collected by request to the Director. The Director shall 

establish the procedure for collecting bulky rubbish.   

E. Solid waste collectors, employed by the City, are hereby authorized to enter upon 

private property for the purpose of collecting solid waste therefrom as required by 

this Chapter. Solid waste collectors shall not enter dwelling units or other 

residential buildings for the purpose of collecting residential solid waste. 

Commercial solid waste may be removed from within commercial establishments 

upon written request of the owner and approval by the Director.   

F. The following collection frequencies shall apply to the collections of solid waste 

within the City:  

F. All residential solid waste, other than bulky rubbish, shall be collected at least once 

weekly. All commercial solid waste shall be collected at least once weekly, and 

shall be collected at such lesser intervals as may be fixed by the Director or 

requested by the commercial establishment upon a determination that such lesser 

intervals are necessary for the preservation of the health and/or safety of the public.   
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G. Residential solid waste containers shall be stored upon the residential premises. 

Commercial solid waste containers shall be stored upon private property, unless the 

owner shall have been granted written permission from the City to use public 

property for such purposes. The storage site shall be well drained; fully accessible 

to collection equipment, public health personnel and fire inspection personnel.   

H. Solid waste collectors, employed by the City or a solid waste collection agency 

operating under contract with the City, shall be responsible for the collection of 

solid waste from the point of collection to the transportation vehicle provided the 

solid waste was stored in compliance with Sections 235.020 (C ð F) of this 

Chapter. Any spillage or blowing litter caused as a result of the duties of the solid 

waste collector shall be collected and placed in the transportation vehicle by the 

solid waste collector.     

Section 235.040.  Transportation of Solid Waste. [Ord. No. KK333 §§4.1 ð 4.3, 2-10-1986]   

A. All transportation vehicles shall be maintained in a safe, clean and sanitary 

condition, and shall be so constructed, maintained and operated as to prevent 

spillage of solid waste therefrom. All vehicles to be used for transportation of solid 

waste shall be constructed with water-tight bodies and with covers which shall be 

an integral part of the vehicle or shall be a separate cover of suitable material with 

fasteners designed to secure all sides of the cover to the vehicle and shall be secured 

whenever the vehicle is transporting solid waste, or as an alternate, the entire bodies 

thereof shall be enclosed with only loading hoppers exposed. No solid waste shall 

be transported in the loading hoppers.   

B. Permits shall not be required for the removal, hauling or disposal of earth and rock 

material from grading or excavation activities, however, all such material shall be 

conveyed in tight vehicles, trucks or receptacles, so constructed and maintained that 

none of the materials being transported shall spill upon the public rights-of-way.   

C. Transportation and disposal of demolition and construction wastes shall be in 

accordance with Sections 235.050 and 235.060.     

Section 235.050.  Disposal of Sold Waste. [Ord. No. KK333 §§5.1 ð 5.2, 2-10-1986]   

A. Solid wastes shall be deposited at a processing facility or disposal area approved by 

the City and complying with all requirements of the Missouri Solid Waste 

Management Law of 1972, Sections 260.200 to 260.245, RSMo., 1973 Supplement 

and the rules and regulations adopted thereunder.   

B. The Director may classify certain wastes as hazardous wastes which will require 

special handling and shall be disposed of only in a manner acceptable to the 

Director and which will meet all local, State and Federal regulations.     

Section 235.060.  Permits. [Ord. No. KK333 §§6.1 ð 6.8, 2-10-1986]   

A. No person shall engage in the business of collecting, transporting, processing or 

disposing of solid waste within the corporate limits of the City, without first 
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obtaining an annual permit therefore from the City; provided however, that this 

provision shall not be deemed to apply to employees of the holder of any such 

permit.   

B. No such permit shall be issued until and unless the applicant therefore, in addition 

to all other requirements set forth, shall file and maintain with the Director evidence 

of a satisfactory public liability insurance policy, covering all operations of such 

applicant pertaining to such business and all vehicles to be operated in the conduct 

thereof, in the amount of not less than fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) for each 

person injured or killed, and in the amount of not less than one hundred thousand 

dollars ($100,000.00) in the event of injury or death to two (2) or more persons in 

any single accident, and in the amount of not less than ten thousand dollars 

($10,000.00) for damage to property. Such policy may be written to allow the first 

one hundred dollars ($100.00) of liability for damage to property to be deductible. 

Should any such policy be cancelled, the Director shall be notified of such 

cancellation by the insurance carrier in writing not less than ten (10) days prior to 

the effective date of such cancellation, and provisions to that effect shall be 

incorporated in such policy, which shall also place upon the company writing such 

policy the duty to give such notice.   

C. Each applicant for any such permit shall state in his application therefore;   

1. The nature of the permit desired, as to collect, transport, process, or dispose of 

solid waste or any combination thereof;   

2. The characteristics of solid waste to be collected, transported, processed, or 

disposed;   

3. The number of solid waste transportation vehicles to be operated thereunder;   

4. The precise location or locations of solid waste processing or disposal 

facilities to be used;   

5. Boundaries of the collection area; and   

6. Such other information as required by the Director.     

D. If the application shows that the applicant will collect, transport, process or dispose 

of solid wastes without hazard to the public health or damage to the environment 

and in conformity with the laws of the State of Missouri and this Chapter, the 

Director shall issue the permit authorized by this Section. The permit shall be issued 

for a period of one (1) year, and each applicant shall pay therefore a fee of twenty 

five dollars ($25.00) for each solid waste transportation vehicle to be used. If in the 

opinion of the Director, modifications can be made to the application regarding 

service, equipment, or mode of operation, so as to bring the application within the 

intent of this Chapter, the Director shall notify the applicant in writing setting forth 

the modification to be made and the time in which it shall be done.   

E. If the applicant does not make the modifications pursuant to the notice in 

Subsection (D) of this Section within the time limit specified therein, or if the 

application does not clearly show that the collection, transportation, processing or 
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disposal of solid wastes will create no public health hazard or be without harmful 

effects on the environment, the application shall be denied and the applicant 

notified by the Director in writing, stating the reason for such denial. Nothing in 

this Section shall prejudice the right of the applicant to reapply - after the rejection 

of his application provided that all aspects of the reapplication comply with the 

provisions of this Chapter.   

F. The annual permit may be renewed simply upon payment of the fee or fees as 

designated herein if the business has not been modified. If modifications have been 

made, the applicant shall reapply for a permit as set forth in Subsections (B) and 

(C). No permits authorized by this Section shall be transferable from person to 

person.   

G. In order to insure compliance with the laws of this State, this Chapter and the rules 

and regulations authorized herein; the Director is authorized to inspect all phases of 

solid waste management within the City of Lawson. No inspection shall be made in 

any residential unit unless authorized by the occupant or by due process of law. In 

all instances where such inspections reveal violation of this Chapter, the rules and 

regulations authorized herein for the storage, collection, transportation, processing 

or disposal of solid waste or the laws of the State of Missouri, the Director shall 

issue notice for each such violation stating therein the violation or violations found, 

the time and date and the corrective measure to be taken, together with the time in 

which such correction shall be made.   

H. In all cases, when the corrective measures have not been taken within the time 

specified, the Director shall suspend or revoke the permit or permits involved in the 

violation, however, in those cases where an extension of time will permit correction 

and there is not public health hazard created by the delay, one extension of time not 

to exceed the original time period given.     

Section 235.070.  Rules and Regulations. [Ord. No. KK333 §7, 2-10-1986]   

A. The Director shall make, amend, revoke, and enforce reasonable and necessary 

rules and regulations, governing, but not limited to:   

1. Preparation, drainage and wrapping of garbage deposited in solid waste 

containers.   

2. Specifications for solid waste containers, including the type, composition, 

equipment, size and shape thereof.   

3. Identification of solid waste containers and of the covers thereof, and of 

equipment thereto appertaining, if any.   

4. Weight limitations on the combined weight and size limitations on bundles of 

solid waste too large for solid waste containers.   

5. Storage of solid waste in solid waste containers.   

6. Sanitation, maintenance and replacement of solid waste containers.   
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7. Schedules of and routes for collection and transportation of solid waste.   

8. Collection points of solid waste containers.   

9. Collection, transportation, processing and disposal of solid waste.   

10. Handling of special wastes such as toxic wastes, sludge, ashes, agriculture, 

construction, bulky items, tires, automobiles, oils, greases, etc.  

          The City Clerk or such other City Official who is responsible for preparing 

utility and other service charge billings for the City, is hereby authorized to make and 

promulgate reasonable and necessary rules and regulations for the billing and collection 

of solid waste collection and/or disposal service charges, as hereinafter provided for.    

        A copy of any and all rules and regulations made and promulgated under the 

provisions hereof shall be filed in the office of the City Clerk of the City.    

          

Section 235.080.  Prohibited Practices. [Ord. No. KK333 §8, 2-10-1986]   

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to:   

1. Deposit solid waste in any solid waste container other than his own, without 

the written consent of the owner of such container and/or, with the intent of 

avoiding payment of the service charge hereinafter provided for solid waste 

collections and disposal;   

2. Interfere in any manner with solid waste collection and transportation 

equipment, or with solid waste collectors in the lawful performance of their 

duties as such whether such equipment or collectors shall be those of the City, 

or those of a solid waste collection agency operating under contract with the 

City;   

3. Burn solid waste unless an approved incinerator is provided or unless a 

variance has been obtained from the appropriate air pollution control agency;   

4. Dispose of solid waste at any facility or location which is not approved by the 

City and the Missouri Department of Natural Resources;   

5. Engage in the business of collecting, transporting, processing or disposing of 

solid waste within the corporate limits of the City without a permit from the 

City, or operate under an expired permit, or operate after a permit has been 

suspended or revoked.       

Section 235.090.  Service Charges. [Ord. No. KK333 §9, 2-10-1986; Ord. No. KK410 §1, 11-

28-1989; Ord. No. KK415 §1, 2-26-1990; Ord. No. KK438 §1, 2-4-1991; Ord. No. KK688, 5-15-

2000; Ord. No. 08-1-04 §1, 1-22-2008; Ord. No. 09-4-01 §1, 4-20-2009]    

A. There is hereby imposed, for the collection and disposal of solid waste and for the 

improvements of the general public health and environment, a service charge for 

each dwelling unit. The service charge for collection of residential solid waste shall 

be in the amount of thirteen dollars twenty-six cents ($13.26) per calendar month. 

Senior citizens sixty-five (65) years of age and older will be charged ten dollars 
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eighty-three cents ($10.83) per calendar month for each dwelling unit for solid 

waste collection. [Ord. No. 02-1-11 §1, 2-22-20115; Ord. No. 02-1-12 §1, 2-20-20126; 

Ord. No. 01-1-13 §1, 1-21-20137]    

B. The service charge for commercial establishments shall be negotiated between one 

(1) or more commercial establishments and the authorized contractor with the City 

of Lawson for the removal of solid waste. The commercial establishments will 

make the payment for these services directly to the authorized contractor.   

C. All commercial establishments will certify each year prior to the issuing of City 

merchant's license that they are being served regularly once per week or more by an 

authorized contractor for the removal of solid waste or that a variance from this 

requirement has been previously granted by the Director.   

D. The service and service charge shall be terminated upon presentation of satisfactory 

proof to the Director that any such dwelling unit or establishment is unoccupied and 

shall be commenced upon renewed occupancy thereof.   

E. The system of services established by the provisions of this Chapter hereof is 

designed as an integral part of the City's program of health and sanitation to be 

operated as an adjunct to the City's system for providing potable water and the 

City's system for providing sewerage disposal. The City may enforce collection of 

such charges by bringing proper legal action against the occupant of any dwelling 

unit or owner or any commercial establishment to recover any sums due for such 

services plus a reasonable attorney's fee to be fixed by the court plus the cost of 

such action.   

F. The service charge herein provided for is hereby imposed upon the occupant of 

each occupied dwelling unit and the billing therefor shall be made to the person 

contracting for the City water and/or sewerage service or for other water service or 

otherwise providing water service to each dwelling unit. In the event a dwelling unit 

is not serviced by the City water and/or sewerage service or in the absence of 

information that such person is neither the owner nor the tenant of such dwelling 

unit, in which event billing therefor shall be made to the owner. Service charges 

shall be payable to the department empowered to collect service charges imposed 

by the City.   

G. The service charge heretofore mentioned for each residential unit shall be added to 

the water and sewer bill each month and collected by the City Clerk or Collector for 

the City of Lawson.     

Section 235.100.  Penalties. [Ord. No. KK333 §10, 2-10-1986]  

Any person violating any of the provisions of this Chapter, or any lawful rules or 

regulations promulgated pursuant thereto, upon conviction, shall be punished by a fine of 

                                                           

5.  Editor's Note: This ordinance provided an effective date of 2-1-2011.  

6.  Editor's Note: This ordinance provided an effective date of 2-1-2012.  

7.  Editor's Note: This ordinance provided an effective date of 2-1-2013.  
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not less than five dollars ($5.00) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) provided, 

that each day's violation thereof shall be a separate offense for the purpose hereof.   

Section 235.110.  Bonds. [Ord. No. KK333 §11, 2-10-1986]  

Performance bonds will be negotiated between the City and the contractor.   

 

Chapter 240 

WEEDS 

  

Section 240.010.  Definitions. [Ord. No. KK422 §1, 8-13-1990]  

The following terms, as used in this Chapter, unless the context specifically indicates 

otherwise, are defined as follows:   

CITY ð The Chief of Police or other persons authorized by the City to administer this 

Chapter.    

NOXIOUS PLANTS ð Any plant capable of poisoning, including, but not limited to 

poison ivy, poison oak and poison sumac, at any height or state of maturity.    

OCCUPANT ð Any person who has a legal or equitable interest in a parcel of real 

property other than a fee interest, including a life tenant, tenant, lessee, tenant at will, 

tenant at sufferance, or adverse possessor, as well as a person in possession or a person 

who has charge, care or control of the parcel of real property, at the agent or personal 

representative of the person(s) holding legal title to a fee interest.    

OWNER ð Any person who alone or jointly or severally with others shall have legal 

title to a fee interest in the parcel of real property, with or without accompanying actual 

possession thereof. ð The Land Records filed in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds of the 

County within which the parcel of real property is located, and any other official record of each 

County or of the City, may be used to determine the identity of such owners as hereinabove 

defined, as of the date of the notice of the violation.    

PERSON ð Any individual, firm, corporation, association, partnership, cooperative or 

governmental agency.    

RANK WEEDS ð All uncultivated vegetation ten (10) inches or more in height, which 

may emit unpleasant or noxious odors, or transmit pollen into the air at any state of 

maturity; all vegetation, regardless of height, including thickets, which may conceal or 

invite filthy deposits, harbor rodents, refuse or vermin, create a fire hazard, or present a 

blighting effect on the neighborhood.    

Section 240.020.  Nuisance Declared. [Ord. No. KK422 §2, 8-13-1990]  
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Rank weeds and noxious plants, as herein defined, which are allowed to stand at any 

season of the year upon any lot, tract or parcel of land, or unpaved alley, or along the 

sidewalk, street or paved alley adjacent to such lot, tract or parcel of land are hereby 

declared to be a menace to public health and constitute a nuisance. This Chapter shall not 

apply to land zoned or used for agricultural use which is more than one hundred fifty 

(150) feet distance from any occupied residential subdivision, lot, tract or parcel of land.   

Section 240.030.  Rank Weeds Prohibited; Removal Required. [Ord. No. KK422 §3, 8-13-

1990]  

It shall be unlawful for the owner and/or occupant of any real property to allow rank 

weeds or noxious plants, as defined herein, to grow or stand upon such premises. It shall 

be the duty of such owner and/or occupant to immediately cut, remove or destroy any and 

all rank weeds and noxious plants on such premises. Failure, neglect or refusal of an 

owner and/or occupant to so abate shall constitute a violation of this Chapter.   

Section 240.040.  Notice and Order. [Ord. No. KK422 §4, 8-13-1990; Ord. No. KK653 §1, 4-

19-1999]   

A. Whenever the City shall determine that rank weeds or noxious plants exist on a 

parcel of real property in violation of this Chapter, it shall notify the owner of such 

fact. This notice shall:   

1. Be in writing;   

2. Set forth the alleged violations of this Chapter;   

3. Describe the parcel of real property where the violations are alleged to exist or 

to have been committed;   

4. Advise that if the rank weeds or noxious plants are not cut down or removed 

within seven (7) days, the City will order the rank weeds or noxious plants to 

be cut down and may have the rank weeds or noxious plants cut down and 

removed, with the costs thereof being specifically assessed against the 

property and any repeated or future violations of Chapter 240 will not require 

a seven (7) day abatement notice. Enforcement of violations of Chapter 240 

will be at the discretion of the Chief of Police or duly authorized 

representative; and   

5. Be served upon the owner of the premises by either delivery of a copy of the 

notice to them personally or by leaving such a copy at their usual place of 

abode with a member of the family over the age of fifteen (15) years or by 

United States mail, addressed to the owner or an agent authorized to receive 

service of process on behalf of the owner. If one (1) or more persons to whom 

such notice is addressed cannot be found after diligent effort to do so, service 

may be made upon such persons by posting the notice on the parcel of real 

property described.       

Section 240.050.  Abatement By City. [Ord. No. KK422 §5, 8-13-1990]  
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If the owner fails to comply with the order of abatement, the City may proceed to have 

the rank weeds or noxious plants cut down and may enter the premises upon which such 

nuisance is situated for the purpose of abating the same, with or without the consent of 

the owner thereof, without being deemed to have committed a trespass. This limited right 

of entry shall extend to any persons hired by the City to abate such nuisance.   

Section 240.060.  Special Assessment. [Ord. No. KK422 §6, 8-13-1990]   

A. Upon causing abatement of any nuisance as set out above, the City shall determine 

the cost of such abatement, including as a portion thereof, an administrative fee of 

twenty-five dollars ($25.00), with respect to the property affected and shall 

determine whether proper service was made on the owner(s). Upon determining that 

proper service was made on the owner(s), the City shall certify a statement of such 

service and of such costs, with a description of the real property upon which such 

abatement was accomplished, to the City Clerk.   

B. The City Clerk shall cause a special tax bill therefor against the property to be 

prepared and to be collected by the Collector, with other taxes assessed against the 

property; and the tax bill from the date of its issuance shall be a first lien on the 

property until paid and shall be prima facie evidence of the recitals therein and of 

its validity, and no mere clerical error or informality in the same, or in the 

proceedings leading up to the issuance, shall be a defense thereto. Each special tax 

bill shall be issued by the City Clerk and delivered to the Collector on or before the 

first (1st) day of June of each year. Such tax bills, if not paid when due, shall bear 

interest at the rate of eight percent (8%) per annum.     

Section 240.070.  Complaint in Municipal Court.  [Ord. No. KK422 §7, 8-13-1990]  

Any owner or occupant of real property who has been ordered to cut or remove rank 

weeds or noxious plants which have been declared to be a nuisance, and fails to do so, 

causing the City to abate said nuisance may be charged with a violation of this Chapter in 

the Circuit Court of Ray County, Lawson Municipal Division, and any person found 

guilty of such violation may be assessed for the cost of abating such nuisance as provided 

in Section 240.060 hereof in addition to the fines imposed and court costs.   

Section 240.080.  Penalty. [Ord. No. KK422 §8, 8-13-1990]   

A. Any person convicted of a violation of this Chapter shall be punished by a fine of 

not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or by imprisonment of not more than 

ninety (90) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.   

B. Each day on which any nuisance, as defined herein, shall remain on any premises 

after duty of the owner and/or occupant thereof arises to remove or abate same shall 

constitute a separate offense, for which the owner and/or occupant thereof may be 

arrested, tried, convicted and punished separately, without necessity of further 

notices.     

 

Chapter 245 
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CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

  

Section 245.010.  Definitions.  

For the purposes of this Chapter, the following terms and their derivations shall have the 

meaning given herein:   

ADMINISTER ð The direct application of a drug or controlled substance, whether by 

injection, inhalation, ingestion, or any other means, to the body of a patient or research 

subject by:    

1. A practitioner (or, in his presence, by his authorized agent), or    

2. The patient or research subject at the direction and in the presence of the 

practitioner.      

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE ð Any drug or substance included in Schedules I 

through V of the Uniform Controlled Substances Act found in Chapter 195, of the 

Missouri Statutes Annotated; including, but not limited to:    

1. Cocaine and its derivatives;    

2. Opiates and opium derivatives such as heroin, codeine, pethidine, and morphine;    

3. Hallucinogenic substances, including lysergic acid diethylamide, marijuana 

(cannabis sativa l.), including seeds of mature plants, mescaline, psilocybin, and 

various types of methoxyamphetamines;    

4. Stimulants such as amphetamines and methamphetamines;    

5. Barbiturates and other depressants such as amobarbital, secobarbital, pentobarbital, 

phenobarbital, methaqualone, phencyclidine, and diazepam.      

DELIVER OR DELIVERY ð The actual, constructive or attempted transfer from one 

person to another of a controlled substance, drug paraphernalia, or simulated drug or 

simulated controlled substance whether or not there is an agency relationship.    

DISPENSE ð To deliver a drug or controlled substance to an ultimate user or research 

subject by or pursuant to the lawful order of a practitioner including the prescribing, 

administering, packaging, labeling, or compounding necessary to prepare the substance 

for such delivery.    

DISTRIBUTE ð To deliver other than by administering or dispensing a drug or 

controlled substance.    

DRUG ð     



 Title IV Attachment 1:162 Supp. #3, 10/13 

1. Substances recognized as drugs in the official United States pharmacopoeia, official 

homeopathic pharmacopoeia of the United States or official national formulary or 

any supplement to any of them; or    

2. Substances intended for use in the diagnosis, cure, mitigation, treatment or 

prevention of disease in man or animals;    

3. Substances intended for use as a component of any article specified in this 

definition. It does not include devices or their components, parts or accessories.      

DRUG PARAPHERNALIA ð All equipment, products and materials of any kind which 

are used or intended for use in planting, propagating, cultivating, growing, harvesting, 

manufacturing, compounding, converting, producing, processing, preparing, testing, 

analyzing, packaging, repackaging, storing, containing, concealing, injecting, ingesting, 

inhaling, or otherwise introducing into the human body a controlled substance in 

violation of Chapter 195, RSMo. It includes, but is not limited to:    

1. Kits used or intended for use in planting, propagating, cultivating, growing or 

harvesting of any species of plant which is a controlled substance or from which a 

controlled substance can be derived;    

2. Kits used or intended for use in manufacturing, compounding, converting, 

producing, processing, or preparing controlled substances;    

3. Isomerization devices used or intended for use in increasing the potency of any 

species of plant which is a controlled substance;    

4. Testing equipment used or intended for use in identifying, or in analyzing the 

strength, effectiveness or purity of controlled substances;    

5. Scales and balances used or intended for use in weighing or measuring controlled 

substances;    

6. Diluents and adulterants, such as quinine hydrochloride, mannitol, mannite, 

dextrose and lactose, used or intended for use in cutting controlled substances;    

7. Separation gins and sifters used or intended for use in removing twigs and seeds 

from, or in otherwise cleaning or refining, marijuana;    

8. Blenders, bowls, containers, spoons and mixing devices used or intended for use in 

compounding controlled substances;    

9. Capsules, balloons, envelopes and other containers used or intended for use in 

packaging small quantities of controlled substances;    

10. Containers and other objects used or intended for use in storing or concealing 

controlled substances;    

11. Hypodermic syringes, needles and other objects used or intended for use in 

parenterally injecting controlled substances into the human body;    

12. Objects used or intended for use in ingesting, inhaling or otherwise introducing 

marijuana, cocaine, hashish, or hashish oil into the human body, such as:    
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a. Metal, wooden, acrylic, glass, stone, plastic, or ceramic pipes with or without 

screens, permanent screens, hashish heads, or punctured metal bowls;    

b. Water pipes;    

c. Carburetion tubes and devices;    

d. Smoking and carburetion masks;    

e. Cocaine vials;    

f. Chamber pipes;    

g. Carburetor pipes;    

h. Electric pipes;    

i. Air -driven pipes;    

j. Chillums;    

k. Bongs;    

l. Ice pipes or chillers.  

 In determining whether an object is Drug Paraphernalia, a court or other authority 

should consider, in addition to all other logically relevant factors, the following:  

 1.  Statements by an owner or by anyone in control of the object concerning its use;  

 2.  Prior convictions, if any, of any owner, or of anyone in control of the object, under 

any State or Federal law relating to any controlled substance;  

 3.  The proximity of the object, in time and space, to a direct violation of this Chapter;  

 4.  The proximity of the object to controlled substances;  

 5.  The existence of any residue of controlled substances on the object;  

 6.  Direct or circumstantial evidence of the intent of an owner, or of anyone in control 

of the object, to deliver it to persons whom he knows intend to use the object to 

facilitate a violation of this Chapter; the innocence of an owner, or of anyone in 

control of the object, as to a direct violation of this Chapter shall not prevent a 

finding that the object is intended for use as Drug Paraphernalia;  

 7.  Instructions, oral or written, provided with the object concerning its use;  

 8.  Descriptive materials accompanying the object which explain or depict its use;  

 9.  National and local advertising concerning its use;  

 10.  The manner in which the object is displayed for sale;  

 11.  Direct or circumstantial evidence of the ratio of sales of the object(s) to the total 

sales of the business enterprise;  

 12.  The existence and scope of legitimate uses for the object in the community;  

 13.  Expert testimony concerning its use.  
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LICENSE OR LICENSED ð Persons required to obtain annual registration as issued by 

the State Division of Health as provided by Section 195.030, RSMo.    

MANUFACTURE ð The production, preparation, propagation, compounding, 

conversion or processing of a controlled substance, either directly or indirectly, by 

extraction from substances of natural origin or independently by means of chemical 

synthesis or by a combination of extraction and chemical synthesis and includes any 

packaging or repackaging of the substance or labeling or relabeling of its container, 

except that this term does not include the preparation or compounding of a controlled 

substance by an individual for his own use or the preparation, compounding, packaging, 

or labeling of a controlled substance:    

1. By a practitioner or his agent pursuant to a lawful order of a practitioner as an 

incident to his administering or dispensing of a controlled substance in the course of 

his professional practice; or    

2. By a practitioner or by his authorized agent under his supervision for the purpose of 

or as an incident to research, teaching or chemical analysis or by a pharmacist or 

hospital as an incident to his or its dispensing of a controlled substance.      

MARIJUANA ð All parts of all varieties of the plant cannabis, whether growing or not, 

the seeds thereof, the resin extracted from any part of the plant and every compound, 

manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture or preparation of the plant, its seeds or resin. It 

does not include the mature stalks or the plant, fiber produced from the stalks, oil or cake 

made from the seeds of the plant, any other compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, 

mixture or preparation of the mature stalks, except the resin extracted therefrom, fiber, 

oil, or cake or the sterilized seed of the plant which is incapable of germination.    

PERSON ð Any individual, corporation, government, or governmental subdivision or 

agency, business trust, estate, trust, partnership or association or any other legal entity.    

PHARMACIST ð An individual currently licensed by the State Board to practice the 

profession of pharmacy in this State.    

PRACTITIONER ð A physician (M.D. or D.O.), dentist, podiatrist, veterinarian, 

scientific investigator or other person licensed, registered or otherwise authorized by law 

to administer and prescribe, use in teaching or chemical analysis, or conduct research 

with respect to a controlled substance in the course of professional practice and research.    

PRESCRIPTION ð A written order, and in cases of emergency, a telephone order, 

issued by a practitioner, in good faith in the course of his professional practice to a 

pharmacist for a drug for a particular patient, which specifies the date of its issue, the 

name and address of the patient (and, if such drug is prescribed for an animal, the species 

of such animal), the name and quantity of the drug prescribed, the directions for use of 

such drug, and the signature of such practitioner.    

PRODUCTION ð The manufacture, planting, cultivation, growing or harvesting of a 

controlled substance.    
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SIMULATED DRUGS OR SIMULATED CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES ð Any 

product which is identified by using a common name or slang term associated with a 

controlled substance and which indicates on its label or accompanying promotional 

material that the product simulates the effect of a controlled substance. In determining 

whether an object is a simulated drug or simulated controlled substance, a court or other 

authority should consider, in addition to all other logically relevant factors, the following:    

1. Statements made by an owner or by anyone else in control of the substance 

concerning the nature of the substance, or its use or effect;    

2. Statements made to the recipient that the substance may be resold for inordinate 

profit;    

3. Whether the substance is packaged in a manner normally used for illicit controlled 

substances;    

4. Evasive tactics or actions utilized by the owner or person in control of the object, to 

avoid detection by law enforcement agencies;    

5. Prior convictions, if any, of an owner, or anyone in control of the object, under 

State or Federal law related to controlled substances or fraud;    

6. The proximity of the substances to controlled substances.      

WAREHOUSEMAN ð A person who, in the usual course of business, stores drugs for 

others lawfully entitled to possess them and who has no control over the disposition of 

such drugs except for the purpose of such storage.    

WHOLESALER ð A person engaged in the business of distributing drugs.    

Section 245.020.  Controlled Substances.   

A. No person shall sell, give away, manufacture, use or possess for any purpose 

whatever, any controlled substance except as provided herein.   

B. Distribution by licensed practitioners is permitted under the following conditions:   

1. Practitioners. A licensed practitioner shall be permitted to dispense or 

distribute controlled substances and drugs to a person in the course of his 

professional practice only; and such licensed practitioners shall not be 

permitted to possess controlled substances for any other purpose.   

2. Pharmacists. A licensed pharmacist shall be permitted to dispense or 

distribute controlled substances and drugs to persons under and in pursuance 

of written prescriptions issued by any licensed practitioner; and such licensed 

pharmacist shall not be permitted to possess controlled substances for any 

other purpose.   

3. Record of distribution. All instances of professional distribution of controlled 

substances and drugs as provided for herein shall be recorded in suitable form 

and filed and preserved in a manner so as to be readily accessible for 

inspection by any Law Enforcement Officer of the City.   
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4. Renewal prohibited. No prescription for controlled substances shall be 

renewed or refilled.     

C. Any person shall be permitted to possess controlled substances distributed or 

dispensed to him under the provisions of this Section, but such possession and use 

must be in accordance with the prescription and prescribed treatment.   

D. A person who is a licensed manufacturer, warehouseman, or wholesaler of 

controlled substances shall be permitted to possess controlled substances for the 

purposes of wholesale delivery, compounding, preparation, and manufacture only; 

and the same shall only be resold to other persons permitted by this Section to 

resell, or dispense or distribute controlled substances in the course of a licensed 

manufacturing or wholesale business, a licensed professional practice or a licensed 

pharmaceutical business. A licensed manufacturer or wholesaler permitted to 

possess controlled substances in this Subsection (D) may also be a licensed 

pharmacist and may dispense or distribute narcotic drugs upon written prescription 

as provided herein, but shall not consume or permit to be consumed any controlled 

substances except upon written prescription as herein provided.   

E. All controlled substances in the possession of any person convicted of a violation of 

this Section shall be seized by, confiscated by, and forfeited to the Chief of Police, 

who shall make proper disposition thereof.   

F. This Section shall not apply to the administering or distributing or dispensing of 

any medicinal preparation that contains in one (1) fluid ounce, or if a solid or semi-

solid preparation, in one (1) avoirdupois ounce, not more than one (1) grain of 

codeine or any of its salts. Provided that the preparation administered or distributed 

or dispensed shall contain some drug or drugs of medicinal qualities in addition to 

those possessed by the controlled substance alone. Such preparation shall be 

administered, distributed, or dispensed in good faith and not for the purpose of 

evading this Subsection. However, no person shall administer, dispense, or sell, 

under the exemption of this Section, any preparation included in this Subsection, 

when he knows, or can by reasonable diligence ascertain, that such administering, 

dispensing, or selling, will provide the person to whom or for whose use such 

preparation is administered, dispensed, or sold, within any forty-eight (48) 

consecutive hours, with more than four (4) grains of codeine or any of its salts.   

G. The provisions of this Section restricting the possession and control of controlled 

substances shall not apply to common carriers or warehousemen engaged in 

lawfully transporting or storing such controlled substances, or to any employee of 

such common carriers or warehousemen within the scope of his employment, or to 

public officers or employees in the performance of official duties requiring 

possession or control of controlled substances, or to persons aiding such officers or 

employees in the performance of such duties.     

Section 245.030.  Possession of Drug Paraphernalia.  

It is unlawful for any person to use, or to possess with intent to use, drug paraphernalia to 

plant, propagate, cultivate, grow, harvest, manufacture, compound, convert, produce, 
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process, prepare, test, analyze, pack, repack, store, contain, conceal, inject, ingest, inhale, 

or otherwise introduce into the human body a controlled substance in violation of this 

Chapter. Any person who violates this Section is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon 

conviction may be imprisoned for not more than six (6) months, fined not more than five 

hundred dollars ($500.00) or both.   

Section 245.040.  Delivery of Drug Paraphernalia To A Minor.  

Any person eighteen (18) years of age or over who violates this Chapter by delivering 

drug paraphernalia to a person under eighteen (18) years of age who is at least three (3) 

years his junior is guilty of a special offense and upon conviction may be imprisoned for 

not more than six (6) months, fined not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00), or 

both.   

Section 245.050.  Delivery of A Simulated Drug or Simulated Controlled Substance To Any 

Person.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to deliver any simulated drug or simulated controlled 

substance to another person. Any person who violates this Section is guilty of a 

misdemeanor and upon conviction may be imprisoned for not more than six (6) months, 

fined not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00), or both.   

Section 245.060.  Glue Sniffing ð Unlawful ð Penalties.   

A. As used in this Section, the term "model glue" shall mean any glue or cement of the 

type commonly used in the building of model airplanes, boats, and automobiles, 

containing toluene, acetone, or other solvent of chemical having the property of 

releasing toxic vapors.   

B. No person shall, for the purpose of causing a condition of intoxication, euphoria, 

excitement, exhilaration, stupefaction, or dulling of the senses or nervous system, 

intentionally smell or inhale the fumes from any model glue; provided however, 

that this Section shall not apply to the inhalation of any anesthesia for medical or 

dental purposes.   

C. No person shall for the purpose of violating or aiding another to violate any 

provision of this Section, intentionally possess, buy, sell, transfer possession, or 

receive possession of any model glue.      

Section 245.070.  Possession, Sale and Offering For Sale of Synthetic Cannabinoid Known 

As "Spice" or "K -2."   [Ord. No. 07-02-10 §1, 7-19-2010]   

A. As used in this Section, the terms are defined as follows:   

ILLEGAL SMOKING PRODUCT ð Includes any substance, whether called "Spice" or 

"K-2," tobacco, herbs, incense or any blend thereof, which includes any one or more of 

the following chemicals:    

1. 2-[(1R, 3S)-3-hydroxycyclohexyl]-5-(2-methyloctan-2-yl)phenol);    



 Title IV Attachment 1:168 Supp. #3, 10/13 

2. (dexanabinol, (6aS, 10aS)-9-(hydroxymethyl)-6, 6-dimethyl-3-(2-

methyloctan-2-yl) -6a, 7, 10, 10a-tetrahydrobenzo[c]chromen-l-ol);    

3. 1-Pentyl-3-(1naphthoyl)indole; or    

4. Butyl-3-(1-naphthoyl)indole.      

PERSON ð A person, any form of corporation or business entity, partnership, 

wholesaler or retailer.    

B. It shall be unlawful for any person within the City to distribute, deliver, sell, offer 

for sale, publicly display for sale, or attempt to distribute, deliver or sell any illegal 

smoking product.   

C. It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly possess or have under his or her 

control any illegal smoking product.   

D. Any person who violates the provisions of this Section shall be punished by a fine 

of not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisonment for not more than 

ninety (90) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.      

 

Chapter 250 

SIGHT OBSTRUCTION  

  

Section 250.010.  Requirements Preventing Obstruction To Vision. [Ord. No. KK386 §l, 6-

12-1989]   

A. No sign, fence, wall, shrub, or other obstruction to vision exceeding thirty (30) 

inches in height above the established street grade shall be erected, planted, or 

maintained within the area of a corner lot that is included between the lines of the 

intersecting streets and a straight line connecting them at points thirty (30) feet 

distance from the intersection of the street right-of-way lines.   

B. Failure, neglect, or refusal of an owner and/or occupant to comply with this Chapter 

shall constitute a violation of this Chapter.     

Section 250.020.  Notice and Order. [Ord. No. KK386 §2, 6-12-1989]   

A. Whenever the City shall determine that an obstruction to vision exists on a parcel of 

real property in violation of this Chapter, it shall notify the owner of such fact. This 

notice shall:   

1. Be in writing;   

2. Set forth the alleged violation of this Chapter;   
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3. Describe the parcel of real property where the violation is alleged to exist;   

4. Set the date, time, and location of a hearing before the City which shall be 

held not less than ten (10) days from the date such notice is mailed, posted or 

served;   

5. Advise that if the obstruction to vision is not removed or trimmed, the City 

will order the obstruction to vision removed or trimmed, with the cost thereof 

being specifically assessed against the property; and   

6. Be served upon the owner of the premises by either delivery of a copy of the 

notice to them personally or by leaving such copy at their usual place of abode 

with a member of their family over the age of fifteen (15) years, or by United 

States Mail, addressed to the owner or an agent authorized to receive service 

of process on behalf of the owner. If one (1) or more persons to whom such 

notice is addressed cannot be found after diligent effort to do so, service may 

be made upon such person by posting a notice on the parcel of real property 

described.       

Section 250.030.  Hearing. [Ord. No. KK386 §3, 6-12-1989]  

Upon such hearing, the City may declare that the obstruction to vision be either removed 

or trimmed by the owner within five (5) days.   

Section 250.040.  City Action. [Ord. No. KK386 §4, 6-12-1989]  

If the owner fails to comply with the order to remove or trim the obstruction to vision, the 

City may proceed to either remove or trim the obstruction to vision and may enter the 

premises upon which such obstruction to vision is situated for the purpose of abating the 

same without the consent of the owner thereof, without being deemed to have committed 

a trespass. This limited right of entry shall extend to all persons hired by the City to abate 

such obstruction to vision.   

Section 250.050.  Special Assessment. [Ord. No. KK386 §5, 6-12-1989]   

A. Upon removing or trimming any obstruction to vision as set out above, the City 

shall determine the cost of such action, including as a portion thereof, an 

administration fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00). With respect to the property 

affected, it shall determine whether proper service was made on the owners. Upon 

determining that proper service was made on the owners, the City shall certify a 

statement of such service and of such costs, with the description of the real property 

on which such action was accomplished, to the City Clerk.   

B. The City Clerk shall cause a special bill thereof against the property to be prepared 

and to be collected by the Collector, with other taxes assessed against the property, 

and the tax bill from the date of its issuance shall be a first lien on the property until 

paid and shall be prima facie evidence of the recitals therein and of its validity, and 

no mere clerical error or informality in the same, or in the proceedings leading up to 

the issuance, shall be a defense thereof. Each special tax bill shall be issued by the 
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City Clerk and delivered to the Collector on or before the first (1st) day of June of 

each year. Such tax bills, if not paid when due, shall bear interest at the rate of eight 

percent (8%) per annum.     

Section 250.060.  Complaint in Municipal Court. [Ord. No. KK386 §6, 6-12-1989]  

Any owner or occupant of real property who has been ordered to remove or trim any 

obstruction to vision in violation of this Chapter, and fails to do so, causing the City to 

abate said obstruction of vision, may be charged with a violation of this Chapter in the 

Circuit Court of Ray County, Lawson Municipal Division, and any person found guilty of 

such violation may be assessed with the cost of abating such obstruction of vision as 

provided in Section 250.050 hereof, in addition to the fines imposed and court costs.   

Section 250.070.  Penalty. [Ord. No. KK386 §7, 6-12-1989]   

A. Any person convicted of a violation of this Chapter shall be punished by a fine of 

not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or by imprisonment of not more than 

ninety (90) days or both such fine and imprisonment.   

B. Each day in which any obstruction of vision as defined herein shall remain on any 

premises after the duty of the owner and/or occupant thereof arises to remove or 

abate same shall constitute a separate offense for which the owner and/or occupant 

thereof may be arrested, tried, convicted, and/or punished separately, without 

necessity of further notices.     

 

Chapter 255 

AMBULANCE SERVICE ð LICENSE REQUIREMENTS  

  

Section 255.010.  Definitions. [Ord. No. KK459 §1, 2-25-1992]  

As used in this Chapter, the following terms shall have these prescribed meanings:   

AMBULANCE ð Any motor vehicle constructed, reconstructed, arranged, equipped, 

used or meant for use of transporting ill, injured or otherwise incapacitated persons from 

one place to another.    

AMBULANCE SERVICE ð Any service established to transport patients (see "patient" 

below).    

ATTENDANT ð Any individual who is responsible for the care of a patient within an 

ambulance vehicle.    

CITY ð Lawson, Missouri    

DIRECTOR ð The Director of Emergency Medical Services of Lawson, Missouri.    
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DRIVER ð Any individual who operates or attempts to operate an ambulance vehicle on 

the streets, alleys or other public thoroughfare within the limits of the City of Lawson, 

Missouri.    

PATIENT ð Any person who is ill, injured or otherwise incapacitated or helpless and 

who requires and/or requests ambulance services.    

PERSON ð Any individual, firm, partnership, association, corporation, company or 

group of individuals acting together for a common purpose or organization.    

POLICE ð Duly authorized members of the Police Department of the City of Lawson, 

Missouri.    

Section 255.020.  License Required. [Ord. No. KK459 §2, 2-25-1992]  

No person, either as owner, agent or otherwise, shall furnish, operate, maintain, advertise 

or otherwise engage in or profess to engage in the business of an ambulance service 

within the City unless he holds a currently valid license for ambulance service issued by 

the City pursuant to this Chapter and by the State of Missouri Bureau of Emergency 

Medical Services.   

Section 255.030.  Exceptions. [Ord. No. KK459 §3, 2-25-1992]   

A. Licenses shall not be required for ambulance services which are:   

1. Owned and operated by any agency of the United States Government or by 

the City of Lawson, Missouri.   

2. Rendering requested assistance to ambulances currently licensed in cases of 

disaster or major emergency too great for local resources; or in response to the 

provisions of written community mutual-aid agreements.   

3. Operated from a location or headquarters outside the City and transporting 

patients who are picked up outside the limits of the City to locations within 

the City or through the City to other locations.       

Section 255.040.  Application For License. [Ord. No. KK459 §4, 2-25-1992]   

A. Application for a license hereunder shall be made on such forms as may be 

provided by the Director and shall contain the following information:   

1. Name and address of the applicant and the trade name under which business 

will be conducted; if a corporation, the name, date and place of incorporation, 

address of principal officers, and the registered agent for the corporation; if a 

partnership, association or other business entity, the names of the partners or 

other persons comprising the association or business entity and the business 

and residence address of each partner or other person involved in the business 

and the operation;   

2. The number of vehicles to be operated or controlled by the applicant and a 

description of each vehicle;   
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3. Name and address of each employee and statement of qualifications of each 

such employee as an ambulance driver or attendant;   

4. Copy of current ambulance license issued by the Missouri State Bureau of 

Emergency Medical Services of its successor.       

Section 255.050.  Licensee Requirements. [Ord. No. KK459 §5, 2-25-1992]  

There shall be at all times at least two (2) Missouri State Emergency Medical Service 

licensed personnel on each ambulance licensed and operated under this Chapter.   

Section 255.060.  License Fee ð Duration ð Renewal. [Ord. No. KK459 §6, 2-25-1992]  

No license shall be issued, renewed or continued in operation unless the applicant or the 

holder has paid a license fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00). Any license issued under 

this Chapter shall be for a period of one (1) year from the date of issuance or renewal. 

Said license fee shall be in addition to any other license fee or charge established by any 

business and occupational license ordinance of the City applicable to said holder or the 

vehicle or vehicles under his operation or control.   

Section 255.070.  Duty of The Director. [Ord. No. KK459 §7, 2-25-1992]   

A. Under the provisions of this Chapter, the Director is hereby empowered and 

directed to:   

1. Accept applications for licenses issued pursuant to this Chapter and to cause 

such investigation as he deems necessary to be made of the applicant and/or 

his proposed operations.   

2. Issue the appropriate license hereunder, each to be valid for a period of one 

(1) year unless earlier suspended, revoked or terminated when he finds:   

a. That the public convenience and necessity require the proposed 

ambulance service;   

b. That each ambulance, its required equipment designated in the 

application have been certified as provided for herein;   

c. That the applicant is a responsible and proper person to conduct work in 

such a service;   

d. That all the requirements of this Chapter and of the pertinent Missouri 

Bureau of Emergency Medical Services regulations and all other 

applicable laws and ordinances have been met.     

3. Initiate proceeding for revocation of any license issued pursuant to this 

Chapter through the appropriate agency of the State of Missouri or by public 

hearing before the Board of Aldermen. If the license issued under this Chapter 

is revoked by City, upon recommendation of the director, the aggrieved party 

may appeal the decision of the Board of Aldermen to the Circuit Court of Ray 
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County, Missouri. Such appeal should be filed within thirty (30) days after 

revocation of said license.       

Section 255.080.  Revocation of License. [Ord. No. KK459 §8, 2-25-1992]  

The Director may and is hereby authorized to suspend or revoke a license issued 

hereunder for failure of a licensee to comply with and to maintain compliance with this 

Chapter and all other ordinances of the City or for failure of licensee to comply with and 

maintain compliance with regulations promulgated hereunder or under any other 

applicable laws, rules, regulations including, without limitation, Sections 190.100 

through 190.195, RSMo. Should the licensee fail to comply with the requirements of this 

Chapter or other ordinances of the City with the Statutes, rules and regulations of the 

State Bureau of Emergency Medical Services of the State of Missouri, the Director may 

issue on behalf of the City or may initiate proceedings with the State Bureau of 

Emergency Medical Services with respect to suspension or revocation of any license 

issued hereunder. Within thirty (30) days after notice of intention to suspend or revoke 

under the ordinances of the City, the licensee shall be afforded a hearing before the Board 

of Aldermen after reasonable notice, and the Board of Aldermen shall, within ten (10) 

days after the conclusion of such hearing, issue a written notice to licensee of its findings 

and action in the matter. The decision of the Board of Aldermen shall be promptly 

transmitted to licensee. Suspension or revocation of any license pursuant to action of the 

State of Missouri Bureau of Emergency Medical Services shall be processed as provided 

by State Statute.   

Section 255.090.  Records. [Ord. No. KK459 §9, 2-25-1992]   

A. Each licensee of an ambulance hereunder shall maintain accurate records 

concerning the transportation of each patient within the City as follows:   

1. Daily log of each and every ambulance run accepted with consecutive entries 

of calendar date, time of day, patient identification, patient destinations, 

general classification of emergency, and other such data as the Director may 

prescribe by regulation.   

2. Trip ticket for each ambulance run containing the information required in 

Subsection (1) above and such other entries as the ambulance service may 

desire or the Director may require by regulation. The Director may establish a 

standard trip ticket form and require timely submission to this office of 

duplicate copies by each licensee.   

3. Records will be retained by the legally responsible owner or operator for three 

(3) years, readily available for inspection as may be ordered by the Director 

notwithstanding transfer, sale or discontinuance of the ambulance service or 

business.       

Section 255.100.  Obedience To Traffic Laws, Ordinances and Regulations. [Ord. No. KK459 

§10, 2-25-1992]   
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A. The driver of an ambulance, when responding to an emergency call or while 

transporting a patient, may exercise the privileges set forth in this Section, but 

subject to the conditions herein stated, and only when licensed attendant has 

reasonable grounds to believe that an emergency in fact exists requiring the exercise 

of such privileges.   

B. Subject to the provisions of Subsection (A) hereof, the driver of an ambulance may:   

1. Park or stand, irrespective of the otherwise applicable provision of law, 

ordinances or regulations;   

2. Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing down as 

may be necessary for safe operation;   

3. Exceed the maximum speed limits permitted by law, ordinance or regulation 

so long as he does not endanger life or property; and   

4. Disregard laws, ordinances or regulations governing direction or movement or 

turning in specified directions;   

5. The exemptions herein granted shall apply only when such ambulance is 

making use of audible and visual signals meeting the requirement of law, 

ordinance and regulation;   

6. The foregoing shall not relieve the driver of an ambulance from the duty to 

drive with regard for safety of all persons, nor shall such provisions protect 

the driver from the consequences of his disregard for the safety of others.       

Section 255.110.  Penalties For Violation. [Ord. No. KK459 §11, 2-25-1992]  

Every person who is convicted of violation of any of the provisions of this Chapter shall 

be punished by fine or imprisonment as required by general City ordinance.   

 

Chapter 260 

FAIR HOUSING COMMITTEE  

  

Section 260.010.  Declaration of Policy. [Ord. No. KK512 §1, 8-26-1993]  

The City Council of the City of Lawson, Missouri, hereby declares it to be the public 

policy of the City to eliminate discrimination and safeguard the right of any person to see, 

purchase, lease, rent or obtain real property without regard to race, sex, color, national 

origin, ancestry, religion, religious affiliation, handicap, and without regard to whether a 

family has children. This Chapter shall be deemed an exercise of the Police powers or the 

City of Lawson, Missouri, for the protection of the public welfare, prosperity, health and 

peace of the people of Lawson, Missouri.   
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Section 260.020.  Definitions. [Ord. No. KK512 §2, 8-26-1993]  

For the purpose of this Chapter, the following terms, phrases, words and their derivations 

shall have the meaning given herein unless the context otherwise indicates.   

AGGRIEVED PERSON ð Any person who is attempting to provide housing for himself 

and/or his family in the City of Lawson, Missouri.    

DISCRIMINATE ð Distinctions in treatment because of race, sex, color, religion, 

religious affiliation, handicap, familial status or national origin of any person.    

PERSON ð Any individual, firm, partnership or corporation.    

Section 260.030.  Discriminatory Practices. [Ord. No. KK512 §3, 8-26-1993]   

A. It shall be a discriminatory practice and a violation of the Chapter for any person to:   

1. Refuse to sell or rent after the making of a bona fide offer, or to refuse to 

negotiate for the sale or rental of, or otherwise made unavailable or deny a 

dwelling to any person because of race, sex, color, religion, religious 

affiliation or national origin of any person.   

2. Discriminate against any person in the terms, conditions or privileges of sale 

or rental of a dwelling, or in the provision of services or facilities in 

connection therewith, because of race, sex, color, religion, religious affiliation 

or national origin.   

3. Make, print or publish or cause to be made, printed or published any notice, 

statement or advertisement with respect to the sale or rental of a dwelling that 

indicates any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, sex, 

color, religion, religious affiliation or national origin or an intention to make 

any such preference, limitation or discrimination.   

4. Represent to any person because of race, sex, color, religion, religious 

affiliation or national origin that any dwelling is not available for inspection, 

sale or rental when such dwelling is in fact so available.   

5. For profits, to induce or attempt to induce any person to sell or rent any 

dwelling by representations regarding the entry or prospective entry into the 

neighborhood of a person or persons of a particular race, sex, color, religion, 

religious affiliation or national origin.   

6. Bars discrimination in the sale or rental of housing on the basis of a handicap 

and requires the design and construction of new multi-family dwelling with 

four (4) or more units to meet certain adaptability and accessibility 

requirements.   

7. Bars discrimination in the sale or rental of housing because a family has 

children, but exempts certain type of buildings that house older persons, e.g., 

Section 202 Housing.       
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Section 260.040.  Discrimination in The Financing of A House. [Ord. No. KK512 §4, 8-26-

1993]  

It shall be unlawful for any bank, building and loan association, insurance company or 

other corporation, association, firm or enterprise whose business consists in whole or part 

in the make of commercial real estate loans to deny a loan to a person applying therefore 

for the purpose of purchasing, constructing, repairing or maintaining a dwelling or to 

discriminate against him/her in the fixing of the amount or conditions of such loan 

because of the race, sex, color, religion, religious affiliation or national origin of such 

person or of any person associated with him/her in connection with such financing.   

Section 260.050.  Administration. [Ord. No. KK512 §5, 8-26-1993]   

A. There is hereby created a Fair Housing Committee whose membership shall consist 

of five (5) members who shall be appointed by the Mayor of the City with the 

approval of the City Council.   

B. Every complaint of a violation of this Chapter shall be referred to a Fair Housing 

Committee. The Fair Housing Committee shall forthwith notify the person against 

whom the complaint is made. The identity of the aggrieved person shall be made 

known to the person against whom the complaint is made at that time. If the Fair 

Housing Committee, after investigation, finds there is no merit to the complaint, the 

same shall be dismissed. If the Fair Housing Committee finds that there is merit in 

the complaint, in their opinion, then and in the event the Fair Housing Committee 

will endeavor to eliminate the alleged discriminatory practice by conference and 

conciliation.   

C. If the Fair Housing Committee is unable to eliminate the alleged discriminatory 

practice by a conference and conciliation, then and in the event the Fair Housing 

Committee shall forward said complaint to the City Attorney for handling. The final 

determination of whether or not to prosecute on said complaint shall be left to the 

City Attorney.     

Section 260.060.  Enforcement. [Ord. No. KK512 §6, 8-26-1993]   

A. Any person convicted of a violation of this Chapter shall be punished by a fine of 

not more than two hundred dollars ($200.00) or by confinement in the City Jail for 

not more than thirty (30) days, or both such fine and imprisonment.   

B. The City Attorney, instead of filing a complaint in Municipal Court of said City, 

may, as an alternative remedy, seek to have the alleged discriminatory practices 

abated by an action for an injunction to be maintained in the appropriate Circuit 

Court of the State of Missouri.     

 

Chapter 270 

BUSINESS LICENSE REGULATIONS 
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ARTICLE I 

Business Licenses  

Section 270.005.  Business Defined. [Ord. No. 06-1-11 §1, 6-20-2011]   

A. Except as may be required by this Article, a person shall be deemed to be in a 

business or engaged in a non-profit enterprise within the meaning of Section 

270.010 when he/she does one act of:   

1. Selling any goods or services;   

2. Soliciting business or offering goods or services for sale or hire; or   

3. Using any vehicle or any premises in the City for business purposes.       

Section 270.010.  License Required. [Ord. No. 06-1-11 §1, 6-20-2011]  

Any person, either directly or indirectly, to conduct any business, trade, calling, 

enterprise, or occupation, whether for profit or not for profit, in whole or in part, is 

required to obtain a business license and shall procure, and keep in effect at all times, a 

license as required by this Article. However, any business required to obtain a business 

license and pay a business license tax pursuant to Chapter 615 is exempt from the 

requirements of this Article.   

Section 270.015.  Determination By City License Officer; Appeals. [Ord. No. 06-1-11 §1, 6-

20-2011]  

The City License Officer shall make an initial determination of whether or not any 

particular business activity, trade, calling, enterprise, or occupation is subject to the 

provisions of this Article. The License Officer's determination shall be reasonably made 

based upon the generally accepted concept of each business activity, trade, calling, 

enterprise, or occupation. A determination by the City License Officer pursuant to this 

Article may be appealed in accordance with the process provided at Sections 270.090 and 

270.095 of this Article.   

Section 270.020.  Local Agents and Representatives Responsible For Compliance. [Ord. No. 

06-1-11 §1, 6-20-2011]  

The local agents or other representatives of non-residents who are doing business or 

engaged in non-profit enterprises in this City shall be personally responsible for 

compliance, of their principal and of the business and enterprises they represent, with 

applicable provisions of this Article.   

Section 270.025.  Delivery of Goods Not Affected. [Ord. No. 06-1-11 § 1, 6-20-2011]  

Except as may be provided otherwise by this Article, no license shall be required by any 

person for mere delivery of any person or any property purchased or acquired from a 
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person at his/her regular place of business outside the City where no intent by such 

person is shown to exist to evade the provisions of this Article.   

Section 270.030.  City Clerk To Be License Officer. [Ord. No. 06-1-11 §1, 6-20-2011]  

   

A. The City Clerk shall be the City License Officer and shall issue in the name of the 

City all licenses and permits required by this Article to all qualified applicants 

therefor after:   

1. All required taxes and fees have been paid in accordance with the provisions 

of this Article; and   

2. A statement of no tax due from the Missouri Department of Revenue has been 

provided for any business where goods are sold at retail; and   

3. A copy of a Missouri sales tax license has been provided to the City Clerk.       

Section 270.035.  Evidence of Insurance. [Ord. No. 06-1-11 §1, 6-20-2011]  

No business license required under the provisions of this Article shall be issued by the 

License Officer to any person doing business at his or her regular place of business, on 

premises owned or leased within the City, until such person produces a copy of a 

certificate of insurance for public general liability insurance coverage for bodily injury 

and property damage in the amount of at least three hundred thousand dollars 

($300,000.00) per occurrence, and six hundred thousand dollars ($600,000.00) on a 

general aggregate basis. Additionally, no business license shall be issued pursuant to this 

Article to any person doing business as a construction contractor until such person 

produces a copy of a certificate of insurance for workers' compensation coverage if the 

applicant for the license is required to cover his/her liability under Chapter 287, RSMo.   

Section 270.037.  Two or More Businesses At One Location. [Ord. No. 06-1-11 §1, 6-20-2011]  

A person engaged in two (2) or more businesses at the same location shall be required to 

obtain a separate license for conducting each of such businesses but when eligible shall 

be issued one (1) license which shall specify on its face all of such businesses. The 

license fee shall be in addition to any other applicable tax or fee required by any other 

Chapter of the City Code.   

Section 270.040.  Change in Licensee's Status. [Ord. No. 06-1-11 §1, 6-20-2011]  

When a licensee places himself/herself in a new status, the License Officer shall consider 

the issuance of a supplemental license and such additional insignia as may be required in 

accordance with this Article.   

Section 270.045.  Duplicate License; Fee. [Ord. No. 06-1-11 §1, 6-20-2011]  

A duplicate license shall be issued by the License Officer to replace any license or such 

permit previously issued and which has been lost, stolen, defaced or destroyed without 
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any willful conduct on the part of the applicant upon the filing by him/her of an affidavit 

attesting to such fact and upon the payment of a fee of five dollars ($5.00).   

Section 270.050.  License To Be Posted On Premises.  

Each licensee under this Article who conducts business on or from licensed premises 

shall post and maintain such license upon the licensed premises in a place where it may 

be seen at all times.   

Section 270.055.  License To Be Carried On Person. [Ord. No. 06-1-11 §1, 6-20-2011]  

Every licensee under this Article who has no licensed business premises shall carry 

his/her license on his/her person and shall display it to the City Officer having authority 

to enforce this Article and the persons with whom he/she transacts or seeks to transact 

business at their request.   

Section 270.060.  Duration of License. [Ord. No. 06-1-11 §1, 6-20-2011]  

All licenses issued pursuant to this Article shall be annual and will expire on the first day 

of July in each year.   

Section 270.065.  License Not Assignable; Money Not Refundable. [Ord. No. 06-1-11 §1, 6-

20-2011]  

No license issued under the provisions of this Article shall be assigned or transferred; no 

money paid to the City for any such license shall be refunded by this City or by any 

office thereof.   

Section 270.070.  Taxes To Be Paid First. [Ord. No. 06-1-11 §1, 6-20-2011]   

A. No license or permit provided for or required under this Article or any other 

ordinance of the City shall be issued by the City to any person until all applicable 

taxes, including real property tax, of the applicant for such license or permit shall 

have first been paid.   

B. It shall be the duty of the City Clerk, with the advice and consent of the City 

Administrator, to establish and promulgate rules and regulations relative to an 

orderly method of checking unpaid taxes in order to determine the amounts thereof 

due and owing to the City by any such applicant.     

Section 270.075.  Amount of License Tax. [Ord. No. 06-1-11 §1, 6-20-2011]  

There is no tax, fee or any other charge for obtaining a business license issued pursuant to 

this Article, except for the fee to obtain a duplicate license set forth in Section 270.045.   

Section 270.080.  Suspension or Revocation of License. [Ord. No. 06-1-11 §1, 6-20-2011]   

A. The Board of Aldermen shall have the power to suspend or revoke any license 

granted under the terms and provisions of this Article whenever it shall be shown or 
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whenever it has knowledge that a licensee is in violation of the terms and provisions 

of this Article, or a licensee is conducting its business, occupation, or calling in 

violation of any ordinance of the City of Lawson, Missouri.   

B. Where action of suspension or revocation is to be taken pursuant to this Section, the 

licensee shall have five (5) days' written notice of the Board of Aldermen's intention 

to suspend or revoke the license prior to the hearing on such suspension or 

revocation, which notice shall be directed by certified United States mail to the 

business office of the licensee as shown on his or her application for license on file, 

and shall specify the grounds upon which the license is sought to be suspended or 

revoked. No license may be suspended for a period in excess of sixty (60) days.     

Section 270.085.  Penalty; Other Violations. [Ord. No. 06-1-11 §1, 6-20-2011]   

A. Any person, firm, partnership, corporation, or other business entity engaging in any 

business, profession, trade, or occupation, as herein specified, without first securing 

a license as required by this Article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon 

conviction thereof shall be subject to a fine of not more than five hundred dollars 

($500.00), or imprisonment not exceeding thirty (30) days.   

B. Any person, firm, partnership, corporation, or other business entity violating any 

other provision of this Article shall, upon conviction thereof, be subject to a fine of 

not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) for each separate violation.   

C. Any person, firm, partnership, corporation, or other business entity violating any 

order of the Board of Aldermen or suspension or revocation issued pursuant to 

Section 615.080 of this Article by continuing to engage in business during the term 

of the suspension or after revocation shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon 

conviction thereof shall be subject to a fine of not more than five hundred dollars 

($500.00) for each day of such violation. Each days' violation shall constitute a 

separate and distinct offense of this Section.     

Section 270.090.  Denial; Administrative Revocation. [Ord. No. 06-1-11 §1, 6-20-2011]  

If the issuing officer denies an application for business license, he/she shall immediately 

convey the decision to the applicant orally and shall, within sixteen (16) working hours 

after the denial, prepare a written report of the reason for the denial which shall be 

immediately made available to the applicant. Upon receipt of the oral notification, and 

even before the preparation of the written report, the applicant shall have at his/her option 

a hearing to appeal the denial of his/her application before the Lawson Board of 

Aldermen at its next regular meeting.   

Section 270.095.  Hearing On Appeal.  

If the applicant requests a hearing under Section 270.090, the hearing shall be held in 

accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act of the State of Missouri,8 and review 

                                                           

8.  Editor's Note: See §536.010 et seq., RSMo.  
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from the decision (on the record of the hearing) shall be had to the Ray County Circuit 

Court. The hearing shall also be subject to the Missouri Sunshine Law.9    

 

Chapter 300 

GENERAL PROVISIONS  

  

ARTICLE I 

Generally  

Section 300.010.  Model Traffic Code ð Adoption and Exceptions. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-

1971]  

Chapter 300, consisting of Sections 300.010 through 300.600, Revised Statutes of 

Missouri, as amended, commonly known as the "Model Traffic Ordinance", is hereby 

adopted as the traffic ordinance of this City.   

Section 300.020.  Definitions. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.010]  

The following words and phrases when used in this Title mean:   

ALLEY OR ALLEYWAY ð Any street with a roadway of less than twenty (20) feet in 

width.    

ALL -TERRAIN VEHICLE ð Any motorized vehicle manufactured and used 

exclusively for off-highway use which is fifty (50) inches or less in width, with an 

unladen dry weight of six hundred (600) pounds or less, traveling on three, four or more 

low pressure tires, with a seat designed to be straddled by the operator, and handlebars 

for steering control.    

AUTHORIZED EMERGENCY VEHICLE ð A vehicle publicly owned and operated as 

an ambulance, or a vehicle publicly owned and operated by the State Highway Patrol, 

police, or fire department, sheriff, constable or deputy sheriff, traffic officer, or any 

privately owned vehicle operated as an ambulance when responding to emergency calls.    

BUSINESS DISTRICT ð The territory contiguous to and including a highway when 

within any six hundred (600) feet along the highway there are buildings in use for 

business or industrial purposes, including but not limited to hotels, banks, or office 

buildings, railroad stations and public buildings which occupy at least three hundred 

(300) feet of frontage on one side or three hundred (300) feet collectively on both sides of 

the highway.    

CENTRAL BUSINESS (OR TRAFFIC) DISTRICT ð All streets and portions of streets 

within the area described by City ordinance as such.    

                                                           

9.  Editor 's Note: See §§610.010 et seq., RSMo.  
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COMMERCIAL VEHICLE ð Every vehicle designed, maintained, or used primarily for 

the transportation of property.    

CONTROLLED ACCESS HIGHWAY ð Every highway, street or roadway in respect to 

which owners or occupants of abutting lands and other persons have no legal right of 

access to or from the same except at such points only and in such manner as may be 

determined by the public authority having jurisdiction over the highway, street or 

roadway.    

CROSSWALK ð     

1. That part of a roadway at an intersection included within the connections of the 

lateral lines of the sidewalks on opposite sides of the highway measured from the 

curbs, or in the absence of curbs from the edges of the traversable roadway;    

2. Any portion of a roadway at an intersection or elsewhere distinctly indicated for 

pedestrian crossing by pedestrian crossing by lines or other markings on the 

surface.      

CURB LOADING ZONE ð A space adjacent to a curb reserved for the exclusive use of 

vehicles during the loading or unloading of passengers or materials.    

DRIVER ð Every person who drives or is in actual physical control of a vehicle.    

FREIGHT CURB LOADING ZONE ð A space adjacent to a curb for the exclusive use 

of vehicles during the loading or unloading of freight (or passengers).    

HIGHWAY ð The entire width between the boundary lines of every way publicly 

maintained when any part thereof is open to the use of the public for purposes of 

vehicular travel.    

INTERSECTION ð     

1. The area embraced within the prolongation or connection of the lateral curb lines, 

or, if none, then the lateral boundary lines of the roadways of two (2) highways 

which join one another at, or approximately at, right angles, or the area within 

which vehicles traveling upon different highways joining at any other angle may 

come in conflict.    

2. Where a highway includes two roadways thirty (30) feet or more apart, then every 

crossing of each roadway of such divided highway by an intersecting highway shall 

be regarded as a separate intersection. In the event such intersecting highway also 

includes two (2) roadways thirty (30) feet or more apart, then every crossing of two 

(2) roadways of such highways shall be regarded as a separate intersection.      

LANED ROADWAY ð A roadway which is divided into two or more clearly marked 

lanes for vehicular traffic.    

MOTOR VEHICLE ð Any self-propelled vehicle not operated exclusively upon tracks, 

except farm tractors and motorized bicycles.    
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MOTORCYCLE ð Every motor vehicle having a seat or saddle for the use of the rider 

and designed to travel on not more than three wheels in contact with the ground, but 

excluding a tractor.    

MOTORIZED BICYCLE ð Any two-wheeled or three-wheeled device having fully 

operative pedals capable of propulsion by human power, an automatic transmission and a 

motor with a cylinder capacity of not more than fifty cubic centimeters, which produces 

less than two gross brake horsepower, and is capable of propelling the device at a 

maximum speed of not more than thirty (30) miles per hour on level ground.    

OFFICIAL TIME STANDARD ð Whenever certain hours are named herein they shall 

mean standard time or daylight-saving time as may be in current use in the City.    

OFFICIAL TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES ð All signs, signals, markings and devices 

not inconsistent with this Title placed or erected by authority of a public body or official 

having jurisdiction, for the purpose of regulating, warning or guiding traffic.    

PARK OR PARKING ð The standing of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, otherwise 

than temporarily for the purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or unloading 

merchandise or passengers.    

PASSENGER CURB LOADING ZONE ð A place adjacent to a curb reserved for the 

exclusive use of vehicles during the loading or unloading of passengers.    

PEDESTRIAN ð Any person afoot.    

PERSON ð Every natural person, firm, copartnership, association or corporation.    

POLICE OFFICER ð Every officer of the Municipal Police Department or any officer 

authorized to direct or regulate traffic or to make arrests for violations of traffic 

regulations.    

PRIVATE ROAD OR DRIVEWAY ð Every way or place in private ownership and 

used for vehicular travel by the owner and those having express or implied permission 

from the owner, but not by other persons.    

RAILROAD ð A carrier of persons or property upon cars, other than streetcars, operated 

upon stationary rails.    

RAILROAD TRAIN ð A steam engine, electric or other motor, with or without cars 

coupled thereto, operated upon rails, except streetcars.    

RESIDENCE DISTRICT ð The territory contiguous to and including a highway not 

comprising a business district when the property on such highway for a distance of three 

hundred (300) feet or more is in the main improved with residences or residences and 

buildings in use for business.    

RIGHT-OF-WAY ð The right of one vehicle or pedestrian to proceed in a lawful 

manner in preference to another vehicle or pedestrian approaching under such 

circumstances of direction, speed and proximity as to give rise to danger of collision 

unless one grants precedence to the other.    
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ROADWAY ð That portion of a highway improved, designed or ordinarily used for 

vehicular travel, exclusive of the berm or shoulder. In the event a highway includes two 

or more separate roadways the term "roadway" as used herein shall refer to any such 

roadway separately but not to all such roadways collectively.    

SAFETY ZONE ð The area or space officially set apart within a roadway for the 

exclusive use of pedestrians and which is protected or is so marked or indicated by 

adequate signs as to be plainly visible at all times while set apart as a safety zone.    

SIDEWALK ð That portion of a street between the curb lines, or the lateral lines of a 

roadway, and the adjacent property lines, intended for use of pedestrians.    

STAND OR STANDING ð The halting of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, otherwise 

than for the purpose of and while actually engaged in receiving or discharging 

passengers.    

STOP ð When required, complete cessation from movement.    

STOP OR STOPPING ð When prohibited, any halting even momentarily of a vehicle, 

whether occupied or not, except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in 

compliance with the directions of a Police Officer or traffic control sign or signal.    

STREET OR HIGHWAY ð The entire width between the lines of every way publicly 

maintained when any part thereof is open to the uses of the public for purposes of 

vehicular travel.    

THROUGH HIGHWAY ð Every highway or portion thereof on which vehicular traffic 

is given preferential right-of-way, and at the entrances to which vehicular traffic from 

intersecting highways is required by law to yield right-of-way to vehicles on such 

through highway in obedience to either a stop sign or a yield sign, when such signs are 

erected as provided in this Title.    

TRAFFIC ð Pedestrians, ridden or herded animals, vehicles, streetcars and other 

conveyances either singly or together while using any highway for purposes of travel.    

TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGNAL ð Any device, whether manually, electrically or 

mechanically operated, by which traffic is alternately directed to stop and to proceed.    

TRAFFIC DIVISION ð The Traffic Division of the Police Department of the City, or in 

the event a Traffic Division is not established, then said term whenever used herein shall 

be deemed to refer to the Police Department of the City.    

VEHICLE ð Every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be 

transported or drawn upon a highway, excepting motorized bicycles and devices moved 

by human power or used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks.    

Section 300.030.  General Penalty. [Ord. No. KK176 §3, 6-7-1971]  

Unless another penalty is expressly provided by law, every person convicted of a 

violation of any provision of this Title shall be punished by a fine of not more than five 
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hundred dollars ($500.00) or by imprisonment for not more than ninety (90) days or by 

both such fine and imprisonment.    

ARTICLE II  

Licensing Provisions  

Section 300.040.  Operator's and Chauffeur's License. [Ord. No. KK898 §§1 ð 2, 10-16-

2006]   

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to:   

1. Drive as a chauffeur any vehicle upon any street in this City unless such 

person has first procured a valid license as a chauffeur from the State of 

Missouri.   

2. Drive other than as a chauffeur any motor vehicle upon any street of this City 

unless such person has a valid license as an operator from the State of 

Missouri and is currently complying with all restrictions as required by 

Sections 302.020 and 302.178, RSMo., except that any person holding a valid 

chauffeur's license shall not be required to procure an operator's license. The 

provisions of this Section shall not deprive the City of Lawson of the right to 

license, tax and regulate taxicab drivers.       

Section 300.050.  Exemptions From Operator's and Chauffeur's License Requirements.   

A. The following persons are exempt from the operator's or chauffeur's license 

requirements of this Article:   

1. Any person holding a valid operator's license shall not be required to procure 

a chauffeur's license while operating for official use any motor vehicle owned 

by the United States, the State of Missouri, or by any municipality or political 

subdivision of this State, except that any person operating a school bus 

carrying more than ten (10) pupils shall be required to procure a chauffeur's 

license.   

2. Any person while driving or operating any road machine, farm tractor, or 

implement of husbandry temporarily operated or moved on a street.   

3. A non-resident who is at least sixteen (16) years of age and who has in his 

immediate possession a valid operator's license issued to him in his home state 

or country. Such person may operate a motor vehicle in Lawson, Missouri, 

only as an operator.   

4. A non-resident who is at least eighteen (18) years of age and who has in his 

immediate possession a valid chauffeur's license issued to him in his home 

state or country. Such person may operate a motor vehicle in Lawson, 

Missouri, either as an operator or chauffeur, except any person must be 

licensed as a chauffeur hereunder before accepting employment as a chauffeur 

from a resident of the State of Missouri.   
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5. Any non-resident who is at least eighteen (18) years of age, whose home state 

or country does not require the licensing of operators. Such person may 

operate a motor vehicle as an operator only for a period of not more than sixty 

(60) days in any calendar year, if the motor vehicle so operated is duly 

registered in the home state or country of such non-resident.   

6. Inmates of the division of penal institutions selected by the division and 

warden, who have not been convicted of a motor vehicle felony as follows: 

Driving while intoxicated, failing to stop after an accident and disclosing his 

identity, or driving a motor vehicle without the owner's consent may operate 

state-owned trucks for the benefit of the institution, provided that such inmate 

operator shall be accompanied by a guard in the said truck.       

Section 300.060.  Driver's License ð License To Be Carried.   

A. No person shall display or permit to be displayed or have in his possession any 

chauffeur's license or operator's license, knowing the same to be fictitious or to 

have been cancelled, suspended, revoked or altered; lend to or knowingly permit the 

use of by another any chauffeur's or operator's license issued to the person so 

lending or permitting the use thereof; display or represent as one's own any 

chauffeur's or operator's license not issued to the person so displaying the same, or 

fail or refuse to surrender to the Clerk of the Municipal Court any chauffeur's or 

operator's license which has been suspended, cancelled, or revoked, as provided by 

law; use false or fictitious name or give a false or fictitious address on any 

application for a chauffeur's or operator's license, or any renewal or duplicate 

thereof, or knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly conceal a material fact, 

or otherwise commit a fraud in any such application, authorize, order, or consent to 

any motor vehicle owned by him or under his control to be driven by any person, 

when he has knowledge that any such person has no legal right to do so, or for any 

person to drive any motor vehicle in violation of any of the provisions of this 

Article; employ as a chauffeur of a motor vehicle, with knowledge that such person 

has not complied with the provisions of this Article, or whose license as a chauffeur 

has been revoked or suspended, during the period of such suspension, or who 

operates a vehicle in any manner in violation of the restriction imposed in a 

restricted license to him; or refuse to write his name in the presence of such person 

or persons in order that identity of the licensee may be determined.   

B. The license shall be carried at all times by the holder thereof while driving a motor 

vehicle, and shall be displayed upon demand of any Officer of the Highway Patrol, 

or any Police Officer or Peace Officer, or any other fully authorized person for 

inspection, when demand is made therefor. Failure to exhibit his license to any of 

the aforesaid officers or other duly authorized officer, shall be presumptive 

evidence that said person is not a duly licensed chauffeur or motor vehicle operator.     

Section 300.070.  City Motor Vehicle License Fee Required. [Ord. No. KK573 §1, 10-16-

1995; Ord. No. KK781 §E, 10-21-2002]   
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A. All motor vehicles, except those properly displaying a historic license plate issued 

by the State of Missouri pursuant to Section 301.131, RSMo., operated and owned 

by persons who are residents of Lawson, Missouri, or by persons who maintain a 

living abode within this City and all motor vehicles used for business purposes by 

businesses located within the City are required to have paid a City motor vehicle 

license fee, and violation of this requirement shall constitute an offense by either 

the operator or owner of such motor vehicle.   

B. Parking of a vehicle on any public street without the operator or owner having the 

proper City license fee paid as required by this Article shall be considered as a 

violation of this Section.   

C. City motor vehicle license fees shall be per annum and valid from January first (1st) 

through December thirty-first (31st) the same year, after which time any City motor 

vehicle fee paid for said year shall expire and become void.   

D. Per annum license fee for all motor vehicles shall be assessed on a per vehicle basis, 

based upon ownership as of January first (1st) of each calendar year, and shall be 

included on each personal property tax statement as follows:  

D. Car: $5.00 each.  

D. Trucks (including pickups and commercial vehicles): $5.00 each.  

D. Motorcycles and motortricycles: $2.50 each   

E. The City Collector is authorized to collect City motor vehicle license fees. All City 

motor vehicle license fees paid on and after January first (1st) of each year shall be 

subject to a one and one-half percent (1½%) per vehicle per month penalty.   

F. The County Assessors of Ray County and Clay County are hereby authorized to 

assess the per annum license fee for all motor vehicles as set forth in this Code for 

the City of Lawson, and to include the same on the City of Lawson personal 

property tax statements.   

G. The City of Lawson shall be responsible for any costs associated with allowing the 

County Assessors of Ray County and Clay County to initiate this procedure on 

behalf of the City of Lawson.     

Section 300.080.  Metal City Motor Vehicle License Tags.  

Metal license tags shall be provided and used for motorcycles, motor-tricycles, and other 

classes of motor vehicles for which licenses are required by ordinance, except motor 

vehicles required to have a license sticker.   

Section 300.090.  (Reserved) 10  

Section 300.100.  Vehicle and Trailer Registration.  

                                                           

10.  Editor's Note ð Ord. no. KK573 §2, adopted October 16, 1995, repealed section 300.090 "display of City motor vehicle 

license" with no replacement provisions. At the editor's discretion, we have left this Section reserved for the City's future use.   
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No person shall operate any vehicle or trailer on any street of this City without having 

displayed as provided in following Sections, the license plates or temporary permit issued 

to the owner of the vehicle by the Director of the Department of Revenue of the State of 

Missouri, except any vehicle owned by a nonresident of the State of Missouri may be 

operated on any street of this City, provided the vehicle has been duly registered for the 

current year in the State, country, or other place of which the owner is a resident, and 

which at all times when operated in the City has displayed upon it the number plate or 

plates issued for such vehicle in the place of residence of such owner; however, the 

provisions of this Section shall be operative as to a vehicle owned by a non-resident of 

this State only to the extent that under the laws of the State, country, or other place of 

residence of such non-resident owner, like exemptions are granted to vehicles registered 

under the laws of and owned by residents of this State.   

Section 300.110.  Display of Registration.  

No person shall operate any vehicle or trailer upon which license plates or temporary 

permits are required to be displayed by law, unless the license plates legally registered 

and issued for such vehicle be so displayed thereon, so fastened as not to swing, in a 

vertical position, right side up, and not covered, obscured, or concealed by any part or 

accessory of such vehicle or by any other substance, and at night illuminated with a white 

light so as to be clearly visible from a distance of fifty (50) feet to the rear. On all motor 

vehicles, one plate shall be displayed on the front and the other on the rear of such motor 

vehicle, not less than eight (8) or more than forty-eight (48) inches above the ground, 

except that on trailers, motorcycles, motortricycles, and motor scooters, one plate shall be 

so displayed on the rear thereof.  

If only one (1) license plate is issued, such plate shall be displayed on the rear of the 

vehicle.   

Section 300.120.  Parking With Improper or Without License Plates.  

No person shall park upon any street any motor vehicle or trailer not bearing or 

displaying number or license plates or bearing or displaying number or license plates not 

specifically issued for such motor vehicle or trailer, except as the same may be authorized 

by law or regulations of any duly authorized governmental agency issuing such number 

or license plates; or park upon private property without the consent of the owner, lessee, 

or person in charge of such property any motor vehicle or trailer not bearing or displaying 

number or license plates; or park any place within the City any motor vehicle or trailer 

bearing or displaying number or license plates not specifically issued for such motor 

vehicle or trailer, except as the same may be authorized by law or regulation of any duly 

authorized governmental agency issuing such number of license plates; or park, drive, or 

operate any motor vehicle on the streets of this City bearing or displaying number or 

license plates issued by the State of Missouri or any other duly authorized governmental 

agency, unless such number or license plates are for the current registration period.   

Section 300.130.  Failing To Use License Plates.  
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No person shall show, exhibit, display, or have in possession for the purpose of sale, any 

motor vehicle bearing or displaying thereon any number or license plates, except those of 

the dealer or owner so displaying said motor vehicle, provided however, that where the 

motor vehicle is placed on consignment with a dealer by the owner thereof, there may be 

displayed the number of license plate issued to the owner thereof.   

Section 300.140.  Reporting Unused License Plates.  

No person having in his or its business or receiving in connection with his or its 

possession, or otherwise, any number or license plates for vehicles or trailers not properly 

displayed upon the vehicle or trailer for which issued and not called for by the owner to 

whom issued within five (5) days, shall fail immediately after said five (5) day period to 

notify the traffic and safety division of the Police Department of such fact and surrender 

said number of license plates to any Police Officer demanding same.   

Section 300.150.  Certificate of Ownership.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to operate in this City a motor vehicle or trailer 

registered as provided by law, unless a certificate of ownership shall have been issued.   

Section 300.160.  Plates Removed On Transfer or Sale of Vehicles ð Use By Purchaser ð 

Registration ð Use of Dealer's Plates ð False Information.   

A. Upon the transfer of ownership of any motor vehicle or trailer, the certificate of 

registration and the right of use of the number plates shall expire, and the number 

plates shall be removed by the owner at the time of the transfer of possession, and it 

shall be unlawful for any person other than the person to whom such number plates 

were originally issued to have the same in his possession, whether in use or not; 

except that the seller may give the buyer written permission to use such plates for a 

period of fifteen (15) days, in which event the buyer shall have and display upon 

demand of any proper officer, said written consent of previous owner, together with 

an affidavit or other proof that he has made application for registration.  

A. At the expiration of this fifteen (15) day period, the said number plates shall be 

returned to the original owner who may fasten said plates to such other motor 

vehicle as he may thereafter in his name, provided such vehicle is in the same 

classification as the one for which the plates were originally issued.   

B. Upon the sale of a motor vehicle or trailer by a dealer, a buyer who has made 

application for registration, by mail or otherwise, may operate the same for a period 

of fifteen (15) days after taking possession thereof, if during such period the motor 

vehicle or trailer shall have attached thereto number plates issued to the dealer. 

Upon application and presentation of satisfactory evidence that the buyer has 

applied for registration, a dealer may furnish such number plates to the buyer for 

such temporary use. In such event, the dealer shall require the buyer to deposit the 

sum of ten dollars fifty cents ($10.50) to be returned to the buyer upon return of the 

number plates, as a guarantee that said buyer will return to the dealer such number 

plates within fifteen (15) days.   
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C. No dealer shall advise any purchaser of a motor vehicle or trailer that such 

purchaser may drive such motor vehicle or trailer without compliance with the 

foregoing license requirements.     

Section 300.170.  Commercial Vehicles.   

A. In addition to having the proper registration displayed as required by law, no person 

shall operate a commercial motor vehicle in this City without displaying in a 

conspicuous place on both sides thereof in letters at least three (3) inches in height 

and in a contrasting color to the background:   

1. The name of the owner.   

2. The address from which such motor vehicle is operated.   

3. The gross weight for which said vehicle is licensed.   

4. Local commercial vehicles, in addition, shall display in a conspicuous place the 

word "local".        
 

Chapter 305 

TRAFFIC ADMINISTRATION  

  

Section 305.010.  Police Administration. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.015]  

There is established in the Police Department a Traffic Division to be under the control of 

an officer of police appointed by and directly responsible to the Chief of Police.   

Section 305.020.  Duty of Traffic Division. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.020]  

The Traffic Division with such aid as may be rendered by other members of the Police 

Department shall enforce the street traffic regulations of the City and all of the State 

vehicle laws applicable to street traffic in the City to make arrests for traffic violations, to 

investigate accidents and to cooperate with the City Traffic Engineer and other officers of 

the City in the administration of the traffic laws and in developing ways and means to 

improve traffic conditions and to carry out those duties specially imposed upon the 

division by this Code and the traffic ordinances of the City.   

Section 305.030.  Records of Traffic Violations. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 

300.025]   

A. The Police Department or the Traffic Division thereof shall keep a record of all 

violations of the traffic ordinances of the City or of the State vehicle laws of which 

any person has been charged, together with a record of the final disposition of all 

such alleged offenses. Such record shall be so maintained as to show all types of 
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violations and the total of each. Said record shall accumulate during at least a five-

year period and from that time on the record shall be maintained complete for at 

least the most recent five-year period.   

B. All forms for records of violations and notices of violations shall be serially 

numbered. For each month and year a written record shall be kept available to the 

public showing the disposal of all such forms.   

C. All such records and reports shall be public records.     

Section 305.040.  Traffic Division To Investigate Accidents. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; 

RSMo. 300.030]  

It shall be the duty of the Traffic Division, assisted by other Police Officers of the 

department, to investigate traffic accidents, to arrest and to assist in the prosecution of 

those persons charged with violations of law causing or contributing to such accidents.   

Section 305.050.  Traffic Accident Studies. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.035]  

Whenever the accidents at any particular location become numerous, the Traffic Division 

shall cooperate with the City Traffic Engineer in conducting studies of such accidents and 

determining remedial measures.   

Section 305.060.  Traffic Accident Reports. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.040]  

The Traffic Division shall maintain a suitable system of filing traffic accident reports. 

Accident reports or cards referring to them shall be filed alphabetically by location. Such 

reports shall be available for the use and information of the City Traffic Engineer.   

Section 305.065.  Police To Prepare Written Report.  

Every officer of the Police Department who, in the regular course of duty, investigates a 

motor vehicle accident, either at the time of and at the scene of an accident or thereafter 

by interviewing the participants or witnesses, shall immediately prepare and file a written 

report of said accident, except when it originates and occurs on private property.   

Section 305.070.  Driver Files To Be Maintained. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 

300.045]  

The Police Department or the Traffic Division thereof shall maintain a suitable record of 

all traffic accidents, warnings, arrests, convictions, and complaints reported for each 

driver, which shall be filed alphabetically under the name of the driver concerned.   

Section 305.080.  Traffic Division To Submit Annual Traffic Safety Report. [Ord. No. 

KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.050]   

A. The Traffic Division shall annually prepare a traffic report which shall be filed with 

the Mayor. Such report shall contain information on traffic matters in the City as 

follows:   
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1. The number of traffic accidents, the number of persons killed, the number of 

persons injured, and other pertinent traffic accident data.   

2. The number of traffic accidents investigated and other pertinent data on the 

safety activities of the police.   

3. The plans and recommendations of the division for future traffic safety 

activities.       

Section 305.090.  Traffic Division To Designate Method of Identifying Funeral Processions. 
[Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.055]  

The Traffic Division shall designate a type of pennant or other identifying insignia to be 

displayed upon, or other method to be employed to identify, the vehicles in funeral 

processions.   

Section 305.100.  City Traffic Engineer. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.060]   

A. The office of City Traffic Engineer is established. The Engineer or other designated 

village official shall serve as City Traffic Engineer in addition to his other 

functions, and shall exercise the powers and duties with respect to traffic as 

provided in this Title.   

B. The City Traffic Engineer shall determine the installation and proper timing and 

maintenance of traffic control devices, conduct engineering analyses of traffic 

accidents and devise remedial measures, conduct engineering investigation of 

traffic conditions, plan the operation of traffic on the streets and highways of the 

City, and cooperate with other village officials in the development of ways and 

means to improve traffic conditions, and carry out the additional powers and duties 

imposed by ordinances of the City.     

Section 305.110.  Emergency and Experimental Regulations. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; 

RSMo. 300.065]   

A. The Chief of Police by and with the approval of the City Traffic Engineer is hereby 

empowered to make regulations necessary to make effective the provisions of the 

traffic ordinances of the City and to make and enforce temporary or experimental 

regulations to cover emergencies or special conditions. No such temporary or 

experimental regulation shall remain in effect for more than ninety days.   

B. The City Traffic Engineer may test traffic control devices under actual conditions of 

traffic.     

Section 305.120.  Traffic Commission Established ð Powers and Duties. [Ord. No. KK176 

§1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.070]   

A. There is established a Traffic Commission to serve without compensation, 

consisting of the City Traffic Engineer, the Chief of Police or in his discretion as his 

representative the chief of the Traffic Division the Chairman of the Board of 

Aldermen Traffic Committee, and one representative each from the City Engineer's 
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office and the City Attorney's office and such number of other City Officers and 

representatives of unofficial bodies as may be determined and appointed by the 

Mayor. The Chairman of the Commission shall be appointed by the Mayor and may 

be removed by him.   

B. It shall be the duty of the Traffic Commission, and to this end it shall have the 

authority within the limits of the funds at its disposal, to coordinate traffic activities, 

to supervise the preparation and publication of traffic reports, to receive complaints 

having to do with traffic matters, and to recommend to the legislative body of the 

City and to the City Traffic Engineer, the Chief of the Traffic Division, and other 

City Officials ways and means for improving traffic conditions and the 

administration and enforcement of traffic regulations.     

 

Chapter 310 

ENFORCEMENT AND OBEDIENCE TO TRAFFIC REGULATIONS  

  

Section 310.010.  Authority of Police and Fire Department Officials. [Ord. No. KK176 §l, 6-

7-1971; RSMo. 300.075]   

A. It shall be the duty of the officers of the Police Department or such officers as are 

assigned by the Chief of Police to enforce all street traffic laws of the City and all 

of the State vehicle laws applicable to street traffic in the City.   

B. Officers of the Police Department or such officers as are assigned by the Chief of 

Police are hereby authorized to direct all traffic by voice, hand, or signal in 

conformance with traffic laws; provided that, in the event of a fire or other 

emergency or to expedite traffic or to safeguard pedestrians, officers of the Police 

Department may direct traffic as conditions may require notwithstanding the 

provisions of the traffic laws.   

C. Officers of the Fire Department, when at the scene of a fire, may direct or assist the 

Police in directing traffic thereat or in the immediate vicinity.     

Section 310.020.  Obedience To Police and Fire Department Officials. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 

6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.080]  

No person shall willfully fail or refuse to comply with any lawful order or direction of a 

Police Officer or Fire Department Official.   

Section 310.030.  Persons Propelling Push Carts or Riding Animals To Obey Traffic 

Regulations. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.085]  

Every person propelling any push cart or riding an animal upon a roadway, and every 

person driving any animal-drawn vehicle, shall be subject to the provisions of this Title 
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applicable to the driver of any vehicle, except those provisions of this Title which by their 

very nature can have no application.   

Section 310.040.  Use of Coasters, Roller Skates and Similar Devices Restricted. [Ord. No. 

KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.090]  

No person upon roller skates, or riding in or by means of any coaster, toy vehicle, or 

similar device, shall go upon any roadway except while crossing a street on a crosswalk 

and when so crossing such person shall be granted all of the rights and shall be subject to 

all of the duties applicable to pedestrians. This Section shall not apply upon any street 

while set aside as a play street as authorized by ordinance of the City.   

Section 310.050.  Public Employees To Obey Traffic Regulations. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-

1971; RSMo. 300.095]  

The provisions of this Title shall apply to the driver of any vehicle owned by or used in 

the service of the United States Government, this State, County, or City and it shall be 

unlawful for any said driver to violate any of the provisions of this Title, except as 

otherwise permitted in this Title.   

Section 310.055.  Emergency Vehicles ð Designation By The Board of Aldermen ð Permit.   

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a vehicle upon any street of the City if 

said vehicle is equipped with a siren, or a red light or a blue light visible from the 

front of the vehicle, without first securing a permit from the Board of Aldermen. 

Ambulances owned by the City and vehicles publicly owned and operated by the 

Police, Fire Department, State Highway Patrol, Sheriff, Deputy Sheriff, Constable, 

or Coroner shall be entitled to use a red light or a blue light and siren without said 

permit. The Board of Aldermen is hereby authorized and empowered to issue 

revocable permits for the use of red lights or blue lights and sirens for certain 

vehicles of municipal departments, public service corporations, private ambulances, 

and wrecker or tow trucks, when said Board of Aldermen determines that such 

authority should be granted in the interest of public safety and welfare, for which 

said Board of Aldermen shall issue permits, renewable annually. Any vehicle which 

is permitted the use of red lights or blue lights and siren under this Section or by 

permit of the Board of Aldermen shall be deemed to be an "authorized emergency 

vehicle" under the provisions of this Chapter.   

B. When permits are issued by the Board of Aldermen, they shall be carried in the 

emergency vehicle and are to be shown to any Police Officer upon request.     

Section 310.060.  Authorized Emergency Vehicles. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 

300.100]   

A. The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to an emergency 

call or when in the pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law or when 

responding to but not upon returning from a fire alarm, may exercise the privileges 

set forth in this Section, but subject to the conditions herein stated.   
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B. The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle may:   

1. Park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of this Title.   

2. Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing down as 

may be necessary for safe operation;   

3. Exceed the maximum speed limits so long as he does not endanger life or 

property;   

4. Disregard regulations governing direction of movement or turning in specified 

directions.     

C. The exemptions herein granted to an authorized emergency vehicle shall apply only 

when the driver of any said vehicle while in motion sounds audible signal by bell, 

siren, or exhaust whistle as may be reasonably necessary, and when the vehicle is 

equipped with at least one lighted lamp displaying a red light visible under normal 

atmospheric conditions from a distance of five hundred (500) feet to the front of 

such vehicle.   

D. The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the driver of an authorized emergency 

vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons, nor shall 

such provisions protect the driver from the consequences of his reckless disregard 

for the safety of others.     

Section 310.065.  Records of Emergency Trips.  

Records shall be kept of all emergency runs made by vehicles for which a permit has 

been issued. This record shall give time and purpose of the trip and records shall be 

shown to any Police Officer upon request.   

Section 310.070.  Operation of Vehicles On Approach of Authorized Emergency Vehicles. 
[Ord. No. KK176 §l, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.105]   

A. Upon the immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle making use of 

audible and visual signals meeting the requirements of the laws of this State, or of a 

police vehicle properly and lawfully making use of an audible signal only:   

1. The driver of every other vehicle shall yield the right-of-way and shall 

immediately drive to a position parallel to, and as close as possible to, the 

edge or curb of the roadway nearest the lane in which the driver is traveling 

clear of an intersection and shall stop and remain in such position until the 

authorized emergency vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by 

a Police Officer.   

2. Upon the approach of an authorized emergency vehicle, as above stated, the 

motorman of every streetcar shall immediately stop such car clear of any 

intersection and keep it in such position until the authorized emergency 

vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by a Police Officer.   
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3. This Section shall not operate to relieve the driver of an authorized emergency 

vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons 

using the highway.       

Section 310.080.  Immediate Notice of Accident. [Ord. No. KK409 §l, 11-28-1989; RSMo. 

300.110]  

The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of any 

person or total property damage to an apparent extent of five hundred dollars ($500.00) 

or more shall immediately by the quickest means of communication give notice of such 

accident to the Police Department if such accident occurs within the City.   

Section 310.090.  Written Report of Accident. [Ord. No. KK409 §2, 11-28-1989; RSMo. 

300.115]  

The driver of a vehicle which is in any manner involved in an accident resulting in bodily 

injury to or death of any person or total property damage to an apparent extent of five 

hundred dollars ($500.00) or more shall, within five (5) days after such accident, forward 

a written report of such accident to the Police Department. The provisions of this Section 

shall not be applicable when the accident has been investigated at the scene by a Police 

Officer while such driver was present thereat.   

Section 310.100.  When Driver Unable To Report. [Ord. No. KK409 §§3 ð 5, 11-28-1989; 

RSMo. 300.120]   

A. Whenever the driver of a vehicle is physically incapable of giving immediate notice 

of an accident as required in Section 310.080 and there was another occupant in the 

vehicle at the time of the accident capable of doing so, such occupant shall give, or 

cause to be given, the notice not given by the driver.   

B. Whenever the driver is physically incapable of making a written report of an 

accident as required in Section 310.090 and such driver is not the owner of the 

vehicle, then the owner of the vehicle involved in such accident shall within five (5) 

days after the accident make such report not made by the driver.   

C. Any person or persons found to be in violation of Sections 310.080-310.100 shall 

be found guilty of a misdemeanor and fined not less than twenty-five dollars 

($25.00) and not more than one hundred dollars ($100.00).     

Section 310.110.  Public Inspection of Reports Relating To Accidents. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 

6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.125]   

A. All written reports made by persons involved in accidents or by garages shall be 

without prejudice to the individual so reporting and shall be for the confidential use 

of the Police Department or other governmental agencies having use for the records 

for accident prevention purposes, except that the Police Department or other 

governmental agency may disclose the identity of a person involved in an accident 

when such identity is not otherwise known or when such person denies his presence 

at such accident.   
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B. No written reports forwarded under the provisions of this Section shall be used as 

evidence in any trial, civil or criminal arising out of an accident except that the 

Police Department shall furnish upon demand of any party to such trial, or upon 

demand of any court, a certificate showing that a specified accident report has or 

has not been made to the department in compliance with law, and if such report has 

been made, the date, time and location of the accident, the names and addresses of 

the drivers, the owners of the vehicles involved, and the investigating officers.     

Section 310.120.  Seat Belts. [Ord. No. KK886, 6-19-2006]   

A. As used in this Section, the term "truck" means a motor vehicle designed, used or 

maintained for the transportation of property.   

B. As used in this Section, the term "passenger car" means every motor vehicle 

designed for carrying ten (10) persons or less and used for the transportation of 

persons; except that the term "passenger car" shall not include motorcycles, 

motorized bicycles, motortricycles and trucks with a licensed gross weight of 

twelve thousand (12,000) pounds or more.   

C. Each driver, except persons employed by the United States Postal Service while 

performing duties for that Federal agency which require the operator to service 

postal boxes from their vehicles or which require frequent entry into and exit from 

their vehicles and front seat passengers of a passenger car manufactured after 

January 1, 1968, operated on a street or highway in the City and persons less than 

eighteen (18) years of age operating or riding in a truck, as defined in Subsection 

(A) of this Section, on a street or highway of this City, shall wear a properly 

adjusted and fastened safety belt that meets Federal National Highway, 

Transportation and Safety Act requirements; except that, a child less that four (4) 

years of age shall be protected as required of in this Chapter. No person shall be 

stopped, inspected or detained solely to determine compliance with this Subsection. 

The provisions of this Section shall not be applicable to persons who have a 

medical reason for failing to have a seat belt fastened about their body, nor shall the 

provisions of the Section be applicable to persons while operating or riding a motor 

vehicle being used in agricultural work-related activities. Non-compliance with this 

Subsection shall not constitute probable cause for violation of any other provisions 

of law. Each person found guilty of violating the provisions of this Sections is 

guilty of an infraction for which a fine not to exceed ten dollars ($10.00) may be 

imposed. All other provisions of law and court rules to the contrary 

notwithstanding, no court costs shall be imposed on any person due to a violation of 

this Section.   

D. Each driver of a motor vehicle transporting a child (4) years of age or more but less 

that sixteen (16) years of age shall secure the child in a properly adjusted and 

fastened safety belt approved by the Department of Public Safety.   

E. If there are more persons than there are seat belts in the enclosed area of a motor 

vehicle, then the driver and passengers are not in violation of this Section.     
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Chapter 315 

TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES  

  

Section 315.010.  Authority To Install Traffic Control Devices. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-

1971; RSMo. 300.130]  

The City Traffic Engineer shall place and maintain traffic control signs, signals, and 

devices when and as required under the traffic ordinances of the City to make effective 

the provisions of said ordinances, and may place and maintain such additional traffic 

control devices as he may deem necessary to regulate traffic under the traffic ordinances 

of the City or under State law or to guide or warn traffic.   

Section 315.020.  Manual and Specifications For Traffic Control Devices. [Ord. No. KK176 

§1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.135]  

All traffic control signs, signals and devices shall conform to the manual and 

specifications approved by the State Highway Commission or resolution adopted by the 

legislative body of the City. All signs or signals required hereunder for a particular 

purpose shall so far as practicable be uniform as to type and location throughout the City. 

Al l traffic control devices so erected and not inconsistent with the provisions of this Title 

shall be official traffic control devices.   

Section 315.030.  Obedience To Traffic Control Devices.  

Drivers of all vehicles except authorized emergency vehicles on official emergency trips 

are required to observe the instructions of all official traffic devices placed under the 

provisions of this Chapter. Such devices shall include all lettered signs, all buttons, all 

curbing, all mechanical traffic signals, and all paint marks placed upon the surface of the 

roadway. Such devices shall be held to have the same authority as the personal direction 

of a Police Officer.   

Section 315.040.  When Official Traffic Control Devices Required For Enforcement 

Purposes. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.145]  

No provision of this Title for which official traffic control devices are required shall be 

enforced against an alleged violator if at the time and place of the alleged violation an 

official device is not in proper position and sufficiently legible to be seen by an ordinarily 

observant person. Whenever a particular Section does not state that official traffic control 

devices are required, such Section shall be effective even though no devices are erected 

or in place.   

Section 315.050.  Official Traffic Control Devices ð Presumption of Legality. [Ord. No. 

KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.150]   
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A. Whenever official traffic control devices are placed in position approximately 

conforming to the requirements of this Title, such devices shall be presumed to 

have been so placed by the official act or direction of lawful authority, unless the 

contrary shall be established by competent evidence.   

B. Any official traffic control device placed pursuant to the provisions of this Title and 

purporting to conform to the lawful requirements pertaining to such devices shall be 

presumed to comply with the requirements of this Title, unless the contrary shall be 

established by competent evidence.     

Section 315.060.  Traffic Control Signal Legend ð Right Turn On Red Light, When. [Ord. 

No. KK176 §l, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.155]   

A. Whenever traffic is controlled by traffic control signals exhibiting different colored 

lights, or colored lighted arrows, successively one at a time or in combination, only 

the colors green, red and yellow shall be used except for special pedestrian signals 

carrying a word legend, and said lights shall indicate and apply to drivers of 

vehicles and pedestrians as follows:   

1. Green indication.   

a. Vehicular traffic facing a circular green signal may proceed straight 

through or turn right or left unless a sign at such place prohibits either 

such turn. But vehicular traffic, including vehicles turning right or left, 

shall yield the right-of-way to other vehicles and to pedestrians lawfully 

within the intersection or an adjacent crosswalk at the time such signal is 

exhibited.   

b. Vehicular traffic facing a green arrow signal, shown alone or in 

combination with another indication, may cautiously enter the 

intersection only to make the movement indicated by such arrow, or 

such other movement as is permitted by other indications shown at the 

same time. Such vehicular traffic shall yield the right-of-way to 

pedestrians lawfully within an adjacent crosswalk and to other traffic 

lawfully using the intersection.   

c. Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian control signal as provided in 

Section 315.070, pedestrians facing any green signal, except when the 

sole green signal is a turn arrow, may proceed across the roadway within 

any marked or unmarked crosswalk.     

2. Steady yellow indication.   

a. Vehicular traffic facing a steady yellow signal is thereby warned that the 

related green movement is being terminated or that a red indication will 

be exhibited immediately thereafter when vehicular traffic shall not 

enter the intersection.   

b. Pedestrians facing a steady yellow signal, unless otherwise directed by a 

pedestrian control signal as provided in Section 315.070 are thereby 
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advised that there is insufficient time to cross the roadway before a red 

indication is shown and no pedestrian shall then start to cross the 

roadway.     

3. Steady red indication.   

a. Vehicular traffic facing a steady red signal alone shall stop before 

entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection or, if none, 

then before entering the intersection and shall remain standing until a 

green indication is shown except as provided in paragraph 2 of this 

subdivision;   

b. The driver of a vehicle which is topped as close as practicable at the 

entrance to the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection or, if none, 

than at the entrance to the intersection in obedience to a red signal, may 

cautiously enter the intersection to make a right turn but shall yield the 

right-of-way to pedestrians and other traffic proceeding as directed by 

the signal at the intersection, except that the State Highway Commission 

with reference to an intersection involving a State highway, and local 

authorities with reference to an intersection involving other highways 

under their jurisdiction, may prohibit any such right turn against a red 

signal at any intersection where safety conditions so require, said 

prohibition shall be effective when a sign is erected at such intersection 

giving notice thereof;   

c. Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian control signal as provided in 

Section 315.070, pedestrians facing a steady red signal alone shall not 

enter the roadway.     

4. In the event an official traffic control signal is erected and maintained at a 

place other than an intersection, the provisions of this Section shall be 

applicable except as to those provisions which by their nature can have no 

application. Any stop required shall be made at a sign or marking on the 

pavement indicating where the stop shall be made, but in the absence of any 

such sign or marking the stop shall be made at the signal.       

Section 315.070.  Pedestrian Control Signals. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.160]   

A. Whenever special pedestrian control signals exhibiting the words "Walk" or "Don't 

Walk" are in place such signals shall indicate as follows:   

1. "WALK". Pedestrians facing such signal may proceed across the roadway in 

the direction of the signal and shall be given the right-of-way by the drivers of 

all vehicles;   

2. "WAIT" or "DON'T WALK". No pedestrian shall start to cross the roadway in 

the direction of such signal, but any pedestrian who has partially completed 

his crossing on the walk signal shall proceed to a sidewalk or safety zone 

while the wait signal is showing.       
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Section 315.080.  Flashing Signals. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.165]   

A. Whenever an illuminated flashing red or yellow signal is used in a traffic sign or 

signal it shall require obedience by vehicular traffic as follows:   

1. Flashing red (stop signal), when a red lens is illuminated with rapid 

intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles shall stop before entering the nearest 

crosswalk at an intersection or at a limit line when marked, or if none, then 

before entering the intersection, and the right to proceed shall be subject to the 

rules applicable after making a stop at a stop sign;   

2. Flashing yellow (caution signal), when a yellow lens is illuminated with rapid 

intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles may proceed through the intersection 

or past such signal only with caution.     

B. This Section shall not apply at railroad grade crossings. Conduct of drivers of 

vehicles approaching railroad grade crossings shall be governed by the rules as set 

forth in Section 335.090 of this Title.     

Section 315.090.  Lane Direction Control Signals. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 

300.170]  

When lane direction control signals are placed over the individual lanes of a street or 

highway, vehicular traffic may travel in any lane over which a green signal is shown, but 

shall not enter or travel in any lane over which a red signal is shown.   

Section 315.100.  Display of Unauthorized Signs, Signals or Markings. [Ord. No. KK176 §l, 

6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.175]  

No person shall place, maintain or display upon or in view of any highway an 

unauthorized sign, signal, marking or device which purports to be or is an imitation of or 

resembles an official traffic control device or railroad sign or signal, or which attempts to 

direct the movement of traffic, or which hides from view or interferes with the 

effectiveness of any official traffic control device or any railroad sign or signal.   

Section 315.110.  Interference With Official Traffic Control Devices or Railroad Signs or 

Signals. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.180]  

No person shall without lawful authority, attempt to or in fact alter, deface, injure, knock 

down or remove any official traffic control device or any railroad sign or signal or any 

inscription, shield or insignia thereon, or any other part thereof.   

Section 315.120.  Authority To Establish Play Streets. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 

300.185]  

The City Traffic Engineer shall have authority to declare any street or part thereof a play 

street and to place appropriate signs or devices in the roadway indicating and helping to 

protect the same.   

Section 315.130.  Play Streets. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.190]  
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Whenever authorized signs are erected indicating any street or part thereof as a play 

street, no person shall drive a vehicle upon any such street or portion thereof except 

drivers of vehicles having business or whose residences are within such closed area, and 

then any said driver shall exercise the greatest care in driving upon any such street or 

portion thereof.   

Section 315.140.  City Traffic Engineer To Designate Crosswalks and Establish Safety 

Zones. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.195]   

A. The City Traffic Engineer is hereby authorized:   

1. To designate and maintain, by appropriate devices, marks, or lines upon the 

surface of the roadway, crosswalks at intersections where in his opinion there 

is particular danger to pedestrians crossing the roadway, and at such other 

places as he may deem necessary;   

2. To establish safety zones of such kind and character and at such places as he 

may deem necessary for the protection of pedestrians.       

Section 315.150.  Traffic Lanes. [Ord. No. KK176 §l, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.200]   

A. The City Traffic Engineer is hereby authorized to mark traffic lanes upon the 

roadway of any street or highway where a regular alignment of traffic is necessary.   

B. Where such traffic lanes have been marked, it shall be unlawful for the operator of 

any vehicle to fail or refuse to keep such vehicle within the boundaries of any such 

lane except when lawfully passing another vehicle or preparatory to making a 

lawful turning movement.     

 

Chapter 320 

SPEED REGULATIONS 

              

Section 320.010.                State Speed Laws Applicable.               [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-

1971; RSMo. 300.205]                

The State traffic laws regulating the speed of vehicles shall be applicable upon all streets 

within the City, except that the City may by ordinance declare and determine upon the 

basis of engineering and traffic investigation that certain speed regulations shall be 

applicable upon specified streets or in certain areas, in which event it shall be unlawful 

for any person to drive a vehicle at a speed in excess of any speed so declared when signs 

are in place giving notice thereof, but no City ordinance shall regulate the speed of 

vehicles upon controlled access highways of the State.                           
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Section 320.020.                Regulation of Speed By Traffic Signals.               [Ord. No. KK176 

§1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.210]                

The City Traffic Engineer is authorized to regulate the timing of traffic signals so as to 

permit the movement of traffic in an orderly and safe manner at speeds slightly at 

variance from the speeds otherwise applicable within the district or at intersections and 

shall erect appropriate signs giving notice thereof.                           

Section 320.030.                Speed ð Restrictions As To Speed Generally.                

No person shall drive or operate a vehicle upon a street at a speed greater than is 

reasonable and prudent, having due regard to the traffic, surface, width of the street, the 

hazard at intersections, and any other conditions then existing. Every driver or operator of 

a vehicle shall exercise the highest degree of care, particularly in driving at a rate of 

speed so as to not endanger the life, limb or property of any person; provided that this 

provision shall not be construed to relieve the plaintiff in any civil action from the burden 

of proving negligence upon the part of the defendant and that such negligence is the 

proximate cause of an accident.                           

Section 320.040.                Speed ð Blocking Traffic.                 

It shall be unlawful for any person unnecessarily to drive at such a slow speed as to 

impede or block the normal and reasonable movement of traffic.                   

 

Chapter 325 

TURNING MOVEMENTS  

  

Section 325.010.  Required Position and Method of Turning At Intersection. [Ord. No. 

KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.215]   

A. The driver of a vehicle intending to turn at an intersection shall do so as follows:   

1. Right turns. Both the approach for a right turn and a right turn shall be made 

as close as practicable to the right hand curb or edge of the roadway.   

2. Left turns on two-way roadways. At any intersection where traffic is permitted 

to move in both directions on each roadway entering the intersection, an 

approach for a left turn shall be made in that portion of the right half of the 

roadway nearest the center line thereof and by passing to the right of such 

center line where it enters the intersection and after entering the intersection 

the left turn shall be made so as to leave the intersection to the right of the 

center line of the roadway being entered. Whenever practicable the left turn 

shall be made in that portion of the intersection to the left of the center of the 

intersection.   
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3. Left turns on other than two-way roadways. At any intersection where traffic 

is restricted to one direction on one or more of the roadways, the driver of a 

vehicle intending to turn left at any such intersection shall approach the 

intersection in the extreme left-hand lane lawfully available to traffic moving 

the direction of travel of such vehicle and after entering the intersection the 

left turn shall be made so as to leave the intersection, as nearly as practicable, 

in the left-hand lane lawfully available to traffic moving in such direction 

upon the roadway being entered.       

Section 325.020.  Authority To Place and Obedience To Turning Markers. [Ord. No. KK176 

§l, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.220]   

A. The City Traffic Engineer is authorized to place markers, buttons, or signs within or 

adjacent to intersections indicating the course to be traveled by vehicles turning at 

such intersections, and such course to be traveled as so indicated may conform to or 

be other than as prescribed by law or ordinance.   

B. When authorized markers, buttons, or other indications are placed within an 

intersection indicating the course to be traveled by vehicles turning thereat, no 

driver of a vehicle shall disobey the directions of such indications.     

Section 325.030.  Authority To Place Restricted Turn Signs. [Ord. No. KK176 §l, 6-7-1971; 

RSMo. 300.225]  

The City Traffic Engineer is hereby authorized to determine those intersections at which 

drivers of vehicles shall not make a right, left or U-turn, and shall place proper signs at 

such intersections. The making of such turns may be prohibited between certain hours of 

any day and permitted at other hours, in which event the same shall be plainly indicated 

on the signs or they may be removed when such turns are permitted.   

Section 325.040.  Obedience To No-Turn Signs. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 

300.230]  

Whenever authorized signs are erected indicating that no right or left or U-turn is 

permitted, no driver of a vehicle shall disobey the directions of any such sign.   

Section 325.050.  Limitations On Turning Around. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 

300.235]  

The driver of any vehicle shall not turn such vehicle so as to proceed in the opposite 

direction upon any street in a business district and shall not upon any other street so turn 

a vehicle unless such movement can be made in safety and without interfering with other 

traffic.   

Section 325.060.  Required Signals.   

A. No person shall turn or stop any vehicle without giving an appropriate signal in the 

manner hereinafter provided.   
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B. A signal of intention to turn right or left, when required, shall be given continuously 

during not less than the last one hundred (100) feet traveled by the vehicle before 

turning unless such action is impossible.   

C. No person shall stop or suddenly decrease the speed of a vehicle without first giving 

an appropriate signal in the manner provided herein to the driver of any vehicle to 

the rear when there is opportunity to give such signal.     

Section 325.070.  Method of Signaling.  

The signals herein required shall be given either by means of the hand and arm or by an 

approved mechanical or electrical device, except that when a vehicle is so constructed or 

loaded as to prevent the hand and arm signal from being visible both to the front and rear, 

the signal shall be given by a mechanical or electrical device.   

Section 325.080.  Method of Giving Hand and Arm Signals.   

A. All signals herein required given by hand and arm shall be given from the left side 

of the vehicle in the following manner, and such signals shall indicate as follows:   

1. Left turn. Hand and arm extended horizontally.   

2. Right turn. Hand and arm extended upward.   

3. Stop or decrease speed. Hand and arm extended downward.       

Section 325.090.  Left Turns From Turning Lanes.   

A. It shall be unlawful for the driver of any vehicle when traveling on a street where 

left turn lanes are provided and available, to:   

1. Make a left turn from other than the turning lane so provided, or;   

2. Allow his vehicle to partially remain in another lane when he is stopped in a 

turning lane.       

 

Chapter 330 

ONE-WAY STREETS AND ALLEYS  

              

Section 330.010.                Authority To Sign One-Way Streets and Alleys.               [Ord. No. 

KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.240]                

Whenever any ordinance of the City designates any one-way street or alley the City 

Traffic Engineer shall place and maintain signs giving notice thereof, and no such 

regulation shall be effective unless such signs are in place. Signs indicating the direction 
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of lawful traffic movement shall be placed at every intersection where movement of 

traffic in the opposite direction is prohibited.                           

Section 330.020.                One-Way Streets and Alleys.               [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-

1971; RSMo. 300.245]                

Upon those streets and parts of streets and in those alleys described and designated by 

ordinance, vehicular traffic shall move only in the indicated direction when signs 

indicating the direction of traffic are erected and maintained at every intersection where 

movement in the opposite direction is prohibited.                           

Section 330.030.                Authority To Restrict Direction of Movement On Streets During 

Certain Periods.               [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.250]                                                          

A. The City Traffic Engineer is hereby authorized to determine and designate streets, 

parts of streets or specific lanes thereon upon which vehicular traffic shall proceed 

in one direction during one period and the opposite direction during another period 

of the day and shall place and maintain appropriate markings, signs, barriers or 

other devices to give notice thereof. The City Traffic Engineer may erect signs 

temporarily designating lanes to be used by traffic moving in a particular direction, 

regardless of the center line of the roadway.                                                            

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate any vehicle in violation of such 

markings, signs, barriers or other devices so placed in accordance with this Section.                                                       

 

Chapter 335 

STOP AND YIELD INTERSECTIONS, RAILROAD CROSSINGS, ETC.  

  

Section 335.010.  Through Streets Designated. [Ord. No. KK176 §l, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 

300.255]  

Those streets and parts of streets described by ordinances of the City are declared to be 

through streets for the purposes of Sections 335.010 to 335.090.   

Section 335.020.  Signs Required At Through Streets. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 

300.260]  

Whenever any ordinance of the City designates and describes a through street it shall be 

the duty of the City Traffic Engineer to place and maintain a stop sign, or on the basis of 

an engineering and traffic investigation at any intersection a yield signs, on each and 

every street intersecting such through street unless traffic at any such intersection is 

controlled at all times by traffic control signals; provided, however, that at the 

intersection of two (2) such through streets or at the intersection of a through street and a 
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heavy traffic street not so designated, stop signs shall be erected at the approaches of 

either of said streets as may be determined by the City Traffic Engineer upon the basis of 

an engineering and traffic study.   

Section 335.030.  Other Intersections Where Stop or Yield Required. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-

7-1971; RSMo. 300.265]  

The City Traffic Engineer is hereby authorized to determine and designate intersections 

where particular hazard exists upon other than through streets and to determine whether 

vehicles shall stop at one or more entrances to any such intersection in which event he 

shall cause to be erected a stop sign at every such place where a stop is required, or 

whether vehicles shall yield the right-of-way to vehicles on different street at such 

intersection as prescribed in Subsection (A) of Section 335.040, in which event he shall 

cause to be erected a yield sign at every place where obedience thereto is required.   

Section 335.035.  Right-Of-Way At Intersection.   

A. The driver of a vehicle approaching an intersection shall yield the right-of-way to a 

vehicle which is entering the intersection from a different highway, provided 

however, there is no form of traffic control at this intersection.   

B. When two (2) vehicles enter an intersection from different highways at 

approximately the same time, the driver of the vehicle on the left shall yield the 

right-of-way to the driver of the vehicle on the right. This Subsection shall not 

apply to vehicles approaching each other from opposite directions when the driver 

of one of such vehicles is attempting to or is making a left turn.   

C. The driver of a vehicle within an intersection intending to turn to the left shall yield 

the right-of-way to any vehicle approaching from the opposite direction, which is in 

the intersection or so close thereto as to constitute an immediate hazard.   

D. The driver of a vehicle about to enter or cross the highway from an alley, building, 

or any private road or driveway shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles 

approaching on the highway to be entered.   

E. The driver of a vehicle intending to make a left turn into an alley, private road or 

driveway shall yield the right-of-way to any vehicle approaching from the opposite 

direction who making such left turn would create a traffic hazard.     

Section 335.040.  Stop and Yield Signs. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.270]   

A. The driver of a vehicle approaching a yield sign if required for safety to stop shall 

stop before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection or, in the 

event there is no crosswalk, at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, then at the 

point nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver has a view of approaching 

traffic on the intersecting roadway.   

B. Except when directed to proceed by a Police Officer or traffic control signal, every 

driver of a vehicle approaching a stop intersection indicated by a stop sign shall 

stop before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection or, in the 
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event there is no crosswalk, shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, 

then at the point nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver has a view of 

approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway before entering the intersection.     

Section 335.050.  Vehicle Entering Stop Intersection. [Ord. No. KK176 §l, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 

300.275]  

Except when directed to proceed by a Police Officer or traffic control signal, every driver 

of a vehicle approaching a stop intersection indicated by a stop sign shall stop as required 

by Subsection (B) of Section 335.040, and after having stopped shall yield the right-of-

way to any vehicle which is approaching so closely on said highway as to constitute an 

immediate hazard during the time when such driver is moving across or within the 

intersection.   

Section 335.060.  Vehicle Entering Yield Intersection. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 

300.280]  

The driver of a vehicle approaching a yield sign shall in obedience to such sign slow 

down to a speed reasonable for the existing conditions and shall yield the right-of-way to 

any vehicle in the intersection or approaching on another highway so closely as to 

constitute an immediate hazard during the time such driver is moving across or within the 

intersection; provided, however, that if such a driver is involved in a collision with a 

vehicle in the intersection, after driving past a yield sign without stopping, such collision 

shall be deemed prima facie evidence of his failure to yield right-of-way.   

Section 335.070.  Emerging From Alley, Driveway or Building. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-

1971; RSMo. 300.285]  

The driver of a vehicle within a business or residence district emerging from an alley, 

driveway or building shall stop such vehicle immediately prior to driving onto a sidewalk 

or onto the sidewalk area extending across any alleyway or driveway, and shall yield the 

right-of-way to any pedestrian as may be necessary to avoid collision, and upon entering 

the roadway shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles approaching on said roadway.   

Section 335.080.  Stop When Traffic Obstructed. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 

300.290]  

No driver shall enter an intersection or a marked crosswalk unless there is sufficient 

space on the other side of the intersection or crosswalk to accommodate the vehicle he is 

operating without obstructing the passage of other vehicles or pedestrians, 

notwithstanding any traffic control signal indication to proceed.   

Section 335.090.  Obedience To Signal Indicating Approach of Train. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 

6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.295]   

A. Whenever any person driving a vehicle approaches a railroad grade crossing under 

any of the circumstances stated in this Section, the driver of such vehicle shall stop 

within fifty (50) feet, but not less than fifteen (15) feet from the nearest rail of such 
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railroad, and shall not proceed until he can do so safely. The foregoing 

requirements shall apply when:   

1. A clearly visible electric or mechanical signal device gives warning of the 

immediate approach of a railroad train;   

2. A crossing gate is lowered or when a human flagman gives or continues to 

give a signal of the approach or passage of a railroad train;   

3. An approaching railroad train is plainly visible and is in hazardous proximity 

to such crossing.     

B. No person shall drive any vehicle through, around or under any crossing gate or 

barrier at a railroad crossing while such gate or barrier is closed or is being opened 

or closed.     

 

Chapter 340 

MISCELLANEOUS DRIVING RULES  

  

Section 340.010.  Interfering With Fire Apparatus Prohibited. [Ord. No. KK176 §§1 ð 2, 6-

7-1971; Ord. No. KK321 §§1 ð 2, 1-13-1986; RSMo. 300.300]   

A. The driver of any vehicle other than one on official business shall not follow any 

fire apparatus traveling in response to a fire alarm closer than five hundred (500) 

feet or drive into or park such vehicle within the block where fire apparatus has 

stopped in answer to a fire alarm.   

B. No vehicle, except by direction of the Fire Chief or other authorized officer of the 

Fire Department, shall approach or park within one block of a fire at any time, or be 

parked or left standing within one block of any fire at any time, or be parked or left 

standing so as to interfere with the work of the Fire Department.   

C. Any person or persons found to be in violation of this Section shall be found guilty 

of a misdemeanor and fined not less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) and not more 

than one hundred dollars ($100.00).     

Section 340.020.  Crossing Fire Hose. [Ord. No. KK176 §l, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.305]  

No vehicle shall be driven over any unprotected hose of a Fire Department when laid 

down on any street, private driveway or streetcar track, to be used at any fire or alarm of 

fire, without the consent of the Fire Department Official in command.   

Section 340.030.  Driving Through Funeral or Other Procession. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-

1971; RSMo. 300.310]  
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No driver of a vehicle shall drive between the vehicles comprising a funeral or other 

authorized procession while they are in motion and when such vehicles are conspicuously 

designated as required in this Title. This provision shall not apply at intersections where 

traffic is controlled by traffic control signals or Police Officers.   

Section 340.040.  Driving in Procession. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.315]  

Each driver in a funeral or other procession shall drive as near to the right-hand edge of 

the roadway as practicable and shall follow the vehicle ahead as close as is practicable 

and safe.   

Section 340.050.  Funeral Procession To Be Identified. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 

300.320]  

A funeral composed of a procession of vehicles shall be identified as such by the display 

upon the outside of each vehicle or a pennant or other identifying insignia or by such 

other method as may be determined and designated by the Traffic Division.   

Section 340.060.  When Permits Required For Parades and Processions. [Ord. No. KK176 

§1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.325; Ord. No. KK704 §§1 ð 2, 9-26-2000]  

No parade containing six (6) or more persons or three (3) or more vehicles including the 

forces of the United States Army, Navy, military forces, City sponsored and school 

sponsored and the forces of the Police and Fire Departments shall occupy, march or 

proceed along any street except in accordance with a permit issued by the Mayor and/or 

City Administrator of the City of Lawson, and such other regulations as are set forth 

herein which may apply.   

Section 340.070.  Vehicle Shall Not Be Driven On A Sidewalk. [Ord. No. KK176 §l, 6-7-1971; 

RSMo. 300.330]  

The driver of a vehicle shall not drive within any sidewalk area except as a permanent or 

temporary driveway.   

Section 340.080.  Limitations On Backing. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.335]  

The driver of a vehicle shall not back the same unless such movement can be made with 

reasonable safety and without interfering with other traffic.   

Section 340.090.  Opening and Closing Vehicle Doors. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 

300.340]  

No person shall open the door of a motor vehicle on the side available to moving traffic 

unless and until it is reasonably safe to do so, nor shall any person leave a door open on 

the side of a motor vehicle available to moving traffic for a period of time longer than 

necessary to load or unload passengers.   

Section 340.100.  Riding On Motorcycles, Additional Passenger, Requirements. [Ord. No. 

KK329 §§2 ð 3, 1-13-1986; RSMo. 300.345]   
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A. A person operating a motorcycle shall ride only upon the permanent and regular 

seat attached thereto, and such operator shall not carry any other person nor shall 

any other person ride on a motorcycle unless such motorcycle is designed to carry 

more than one person, in which event a passenger may ride upon the permanent and 

regular seat if designed for two persons, or upon another seat firmly attached to the 

rear or side of the operator.   

B. The operator of a motorized bicycle shall ride only astride the permanent and 

regular seat attached thereto, and shall not permit more than one person to ride 

thereon at the same time, unless the motorized bicycle is designed to carry more 

than one person. Any motorized bicycle designed to carry more than one person 

must be equipped with a passenger seat and footrests for the use of a passenger.   

C. Every person who shall ride upon any motorcycle, motor scooter or motor bike on 

any street, way or parking lot shall wear protective headgear at all times. The 

protective headgear shall meet reasonable standards and specifications established 

by the State Director of Revenue.   

D. Any person or persons found guilty of the above shall be fined not less than twenty-

five dollars ($25.00) and not more than one hundred dollars ($100.00).     

Section 340.110.  Riding Bicycle On Sidewalks, Limitations ð Motorized Bicycles 

Prohibited. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.347]   

A. No person shall ride a bicycle, skateboard or scooter upon a sidewalk within a 

business district.   

B. Whenever any person is riding a bicycle upon a sidewalk, such person shall yield 

the right-of-way to any pedestrian and shall give audible signal before overtaking 

and passing such pedestrian.   

C. No person shall ride a motorized bicycle upon a sidewalk in any district.     

Section 340.120.  All-Terrain Vehicles. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.348]   

A. No person shall operate an all-terrain vehicle, as defined in Section 300.020, upon 

the streets and highways of this City, except as follows:   

1. All -terrain vehicles owned and operated by a governmental entity for official 

use;   

2. All -terrain vehicles operated for agricultural purposes or industrial on-premise 

proposes between the official sunrise and sunset on the day of operation;   

3. All -terrain vehicles whose operators carry a special permit issued by this City 

pursuant to Section 304.013, RSMo.     

B. No person shall operate an off-road vehicle, as defined in Section 304.001, RSMo., 

within any stream or river in this City, except that off-road vehicles may be 

operated within waterways which flow within the boundaries of land which an off-

road vehicle operator owns or has permission to be upon.   
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C. A person operating an all-terrain vehicle on a street or highway pursuant to an 

exception covered in this Section shall have a valid operator's or chauffeur's license, 

but shall not be required to have passed an examination for the operation of a 

motorcycle, and the vehicle shall be operated at speeds of less than thirty (30) miles 

per hour. When operated on a street or highway, an all-terrain vehicle shall have a 

bicycle safety flag, which extends not less than seven (7) feet above the ground, 

attached to the rear of the vehicle. The bicycle safety flag shall be triangular in 

shape with an area of not less than thirty (30) square inches and shall be dayglow in 

color.   

D. No person shall operate an all-terrain vehicle:   

1. In any careless way so as to endanger the person or property of another;   

2. While under the influence of alcohol or any controlled substance; or   

3. Without a securely fastened safety helmet on the head of an individual who 

operates an all-terrain vehicle or who is being towed or otherwise propelled by 

an all-terrain vehicle, unless the individual is at least eighteen years of age.     

E. No operator of an all-terrain vehicle shall carry a passenger, except for agricultural 

purposes.   

F. A violation of this Section shall be an offense.     

Section 340.130.  Riding Bicycles, Sleds, Roller Skates, By Attaching To Another Vehicle, 

Prohibited. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.350]  

No person riding upon any bicycle, motorized bicycle, coaster, roller skates, sled or toy 

vehicle shall attach the same or himself to any vehicle upon a roadway.   

Section 340.140.  Controlled Access. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.355]  

No person shall drive a vehicle onto or from any controlled access roadway except at 

such entrances and exits as are established by public authority.   

Section 340.150.  Railroad Trains Not To Block Streets. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; 

RSMo. 300.360]  

It shall be unlawful for the directing officer or the operator of any railroad train to direct 

the operation of or to operate the same in such a manner as to prevent the use of any 

street for purposes of travel for a period of time longer than five minutes; provided that 

this Section shall not apply to a moving train or to one stopped because of an emergency 

or for repairs necessary before it can proceed safely.   

Section 340.160.  Driving Through Safety Zone Prohibited. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; 

RSMo. 300.365]  

No vehicle shall at any time be driven through or within a safety zone.   

Section 340.170.  Riding On Outside of Vehicle ð Carrying Animals.    
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A. No person shall ride on any vehicle or upon any portion thereof not designated or 

intended for the use of passengers, and no person shall operate a vehicle under such 

conditions. This provision shall not apply to an employee engaged in the necessary 

discharge of a duty, or to persons riding within truck bodies in space intended for 

merchandise.   

B. No person shall transport or carry or cause or permit to be transported or carried 

any animal outside of any vehicle unless such animal is protected by framework or 

other device which will prevent the animal from falling off or being thrown from 

such vehicle.     

Section 340.180.  Operating Self-Propelled Vehicles in Parking Lots, Etc. [Ord. No. KK360 

§§1 ð 3, 5-9-1988]   

A. No person shall drive any self-propelled vehicle upon a parking lot or into a parking 

lot or on private drives and roadways open to the public for the public use, 

carelessly and imprudently, in a willful or wanton disregard of the rights and safety 

of others or without due caution and care in a speed or in a manner so as to 

endanger any person or property.   

B. Definitions as Used in this Section.   

PARKING LOT ð Any building or parcel of land regularly used, in whole or in part, for 

the storing or parking of more than five (5) motor vehicles and which is opened to the 

general public. The term "parking lot" shall not include lots owned by a person and 

operated for the exclusive use of such person or his employees.    

PRIVATE DRIVES AND ROADWAYS ð Any drive or road normally open to the 

public for rights of passage, ingress or egress.      

Section 340.190.  School Bus ð Stops ð Passing While Stopped ð How Marked.   

A. The driver of a vehicle upon a public street within the corporate limits of the City of 

Lawson, Missouri, upon meeting or overtaking from either direction any school bus 

which has stopped on the street for the purpose of receiving or discharging any 

school children and whose driver has in the manner prescribed below given the 

signal to stop, shall stop the vehicle before reaching such school bus and shall not 

proceed until such school bus resumes motion, or until signaled by its driver to 

proceed.   

B. Every bus used for the transportation of school children shall bear upon the front 

and rear thereon a plainly visible sign containing the words "School Bus" in letters 

not less than eight (8) inches in height. Each bus shall have lettered on the rear in 

plain and distinct type the following: "State Law: Stop While Bus Is Loading and 

Unloading." Each school bus shall be equipped with a mechanical or electrical 

signaling device, which will display a signal plainly visible from the front and rear 

and indicating intention to stop.   

C. No driver of a school bus shall take on or discharge passengers unless the vehicle so 

stopped is plainly visible for at least three hundred (300) feet in each direction to 
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drivers of other vehicles upon the highway and then only for such time as is 

actually necessary to take on and discharge passengers.   

D. The driver of a vehicle upon a street with separate roadways need not stop upon 

meeting or overtaking a school bus which is on a different roadway or which is 

stopped in a loading zone constituting a part of, or adjacent to, a limited or 

controlled access highway at a point where pedestrians are not permitted to cross 

the roadway.   

E. If any vehicle is witnessed by a Police Officer or the driver of a school bus to have 

violated the provisions of this Section and the identity of the operator is not 

otherwise apparent, it shall be a rebuttable presumption that the person in whose 

name such vehicle is registered committed the violation. In the event that charges 

are filed against multiple owners of a motor vehicle, only one of the owners may be 

convicted and court costs may be assessed against only one (1) of the owners. If the 

vehicle which is involved in the violation is registered in the name of a rental or 

leasing company and the vehicle is rented or leased to another person at the time of 

the violation, the rental or leasing company may rebut the presumption by the 

providing the Police Chief or City Prosecutor with a copy of the rental or lease 

agreement in effect at the time of the violation. The prosecutor may not bring any 

legal proceedings against a rental or leasing company under this Section unless 

prior written notice of the violation has been given to that rental or leasing company 

by registered mail at the address appearing on the registration and the rental or 

leasing company has failed to provide the rental or lease agreement copy within 

fifteen (15) days of receipt of such notice.     

Section 340.200.  Snow Routes. [Ord. No. KK303 §§1 ð 2, 11-12-1984]   

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to park or leave parked, any car or vehicle on the 

streets in Lawson that are marked with signs "Emergency Snow Route", when snow 

has accumulated to a height of more than two (2) inches on these streets so marked.   

B. Penalty. All persons in violation of this Section will have their car or vehicles 

towed away to a City lot. The car or vehicle may be picked up by the rightful owner 

or his or her agent by paying the cost of towing and a penalty of twenty-five dollars 

($25.00).   

C. Persons contesting the penalties in Subsection (B) hereof will be summoned by the 

Lawson Police to appear in the Municipal Court where if found guilty may be 

subject to the penalty in Section 300.030.     

Section 340.210.  Gross Weight of Motor Vehicles Permitted To Travel or Park On 

Residential Streets. [Ord. No. KK208 §§1 ð 5, 4-21-1975]   

A. No motor vehicle truck, trailer, tractor or other mobile equipment having a 

manufacturers rated capacity in excess of thirty-six thousand (36,000) pounds, shall 

travel or be parked on a residential street that is marked "Vehicles over thirty-six 

thousand (36,000) pounds prohibited".   
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B. It shall be the duty of the Board of Aldermen to designate the streets that shall be 

posted with signs as shown in Subsection (A). In designating the streets to be 

posted, the Board will be guided by the following factors:   

1. Width of street;   

2. Shoulders on street;   

3. Condition of street;   

4. Abuse of street by vehicle owner or driver; and   

5. Nuisance caused by vehicle or driver to residents in the area.     

C. Exceptions. Commercial vehicles and equipment as specified in Subsection (A) of 

this Section shall be granted access to private or public properties located on the 

posted residential streets provided that the vehicle is going to or from the private or 

public properties for pick-up or delivery of materials, or for construction or 

demolition work on said property. This does not grant the vehicle or equipment the 

right to park on the posted residential street longer than a reasonable or normal time 

to conduct a pick-up, delivery or other necessary business.   

D. All vehicles and equipment granted exceptions under Subsection (C) of this Section 

shall travel the shortest route possible on posted residential streets in going to or 

leaving the point of delivery.   

E. Any persons not complying with this Section shall be found guilty and upon 

conviction shall be fined in a sum of not less than five dollars ($5.00) or nor more 

than one hundred dollars ($100.00).     

Section 340.220.  Obstructing Driver's View.  

No driver of any vehicle shall drive the same when such vehicle is so loaded or when 

there are in the front seat of such vehicle such number of persons as to obstruct the view 

of the driver to the back, front, or sides, or to interfere with the driver's control over the 

driving mechanism of the vehicle. No passenger in a vehicle shall ride in such position as 

to interfere with the driver's view ahead, or to the sides, or to interfere with the driver's 

control over the driving mechanism of the vehicle.   

Section 340.230.  Using Vehicle For Primary Purpose of Displaying Advertising.  

No person shall operate or park on any street any vehicle for the primary purpose of 

displaying advertising; provided that the provisions of this Section shall not apply to 

sound trucks operating in compliance with ordinance provisions relating thereto.   

Section 340.240.  Driving in Disregard of Signs, Markings or Barricades.  

No person shall drive any vehicle over or across any newly made pavement or newly 

marked pavement in any public street across, on, or around which portion there is a 

barrier, or at or near which there is a person or sign warning persons not to drive over or 

across such portion, or a sign stating that the street is closed.   
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Section 340.250.  Removal of Debris At Accident Scenes ð Placing of Obstructions.   

A. Any person authorized to remove a wrecked or damaged vehicle from a street shall 

remove any glass or other injurious substance dropped upon the street from such 

vehicle.   

B. No person shall place any obstruction in or upon a street without proper authority.     

Section 340.260.  Financial Responsibility Required.   

A. No owner of a motor vehicle registered in this State shall operate the vehicle, upon 

the streets or alleys of this City, unless the owner maintains the financial 

responsibility as required in this Section. Furthermore, no person shall operate a 

motor vehicle owned by another with the knowledge that the owner has not 

maintained financial responsibility unless such person has financial responsibility 

which covers operation of vehicle owned by another person.   

B. For purposes of this Section, the term "financial responsibility" shall mean the 

ability to respond in damages for liability occurring after the effective date of proof 

of said financial responsibility, arising out of the ownership, maintenance or use of 

a motor vehicle, in the amount of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000.00) 

because of bodily injury to or death of one (1) person in any one (1) accident, and, 

subject to said limit for one (1) person, in the amount of fifty thousand dollars 

($50,000.00) because of bodily injury to or death of two (2) or more persons in any 

one (1) accident, and in the amount of ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) because of 

injury to or destruction of property of others in any one (1) accident.   

C. Proof of financial responsibility may be shown by any of the following:   

1. An insurance identification card issued by a motor vehicle insurer or by the 

Director of Revenue of the State of Missouri for self insurance. A motor 

vehicle insurance policy, a motor vehicle liability insurance binder, or receipt 

which contains the name and address of the insurer, the name and address of 

the name insured, the policy number, the effective dates of the policy and a 

description by year and make of the vehicle, or at least five (5) digits of the 

vehicle identification number or the word "Fleet" if the insurance policy 

covers five (5) or more vehicles, shall be satisfactory evidence of insurance in 

lieu of an insurance identification card.   

2. A certificate of the State Treasurer of a cash deposit according to Section 

303.240, RSMo.   

3. A surety bond according to Section 303.230, RSMo.     

D. Proof of financial responsibility shall be carried at all times in the insured motor 

vehicle or by the operator of the motor vehicle if the proof of financial 

responsibility is effective as to the operator rather than to the vehicle. The operator 

of the motor vehicle shall exhibit the proof of financial responsibility on the 

demand of any peace officer who lawfully stops such operator while that officer is 

engaged in the performance of the duties of his office.     
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Section 340.270.  Drive On Right Side of Roadway ð Exceptions.   

A. Upon all roadways of sufficient width, a vehicle shall be driven upon the right half 

of the roadway, except as follows:   

1. When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same 

direction under the rules governing such movement.   

2. When the right half of a roadway is closed to traffic while under construction 

or repair.   

3. Upon a roadway divided into three (3) marked lanes for traffic under the rules 

applicable thereon.   

4. Upon a roadway designated and sign-posted for one-way traffic.     

B. Upon all roadways, any vehicle proceeding at less than the normal speed of traffic 

at the time and place and under the conditions then existing, shall be driven in the 

right-hand lane when available for traffic, or as close as practicable to the right-

hand curb or edge of the roadway, except when overtaking and passing another 

vehicle proceeding in the same direction or when preparing for a left turn at an 

intersection or into a private road or driveway.     

Section 340.280.  Divided Streets.  

On all streets divided by a parkway, walk, median strip, rotary traffic island, sunken way, 

or viaduct, vehicles shall keep to the right of such divisions, unless otherwise marked or 

posted.   

Section 340.290.  Passing Vehicles Proceeding in Opposite Directions.  

Drivers of vehicles proceeding in opposite directions shall pass each other to the right, 

and upon roadways having width for not more than one (1) line of traffic in each 

direction, each driver shall give to the other at least one half of the main-traveled portion 

of the roadway as nearly as possible.   

Section 340.300.  Overtaking A Vehicle On The Left.   

A. The following rules shall govern the overtaking and passing of vehicles proceeding 

in the same direction, subject to those limitations, exceptions, and special rules 

hereinafter stated:   

1. The driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle proceeding in the same 

direction shall pass to the left thereof, at a safe distance, and shall not again 

drive to the right side of the roadway until safely clear of the overtaken 

vehicle.   

2. Except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted, the driver of an 

overtaken vehicle shall give way to the right in favor of the overtaking 

vehicle, and shall not increase speed until completely passed by the overtaking 

vehicle.   
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3. The driver of an overtaking motor vehicle, when traveling outside of a 

business or residence district and under other conditions when necessary to 

insure safe operation, shall give audible warning by use of the vehicle horn or 

other warning device, before passing or attempting to pass a vehicle 

proceeding in the same direction.       

Section 340.310.  When Overtaking On The Right Side Is Permitted.   

A. The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass upon the right of another vehicle 

only under the following conditions:   

1. When the vehicle overtaken is making or about to make a left turn.   

2. Upon a street with unobstructed pavement, not occupied by parked vehicles, 

of sufficient width for two (2) or more lines of moving vehicles in each 

direction and so marked by visible lane markings.   

3. Upon a one-way street, or upon any roadway on which traffic is restricted to 

one (1) direction of movement, where the roadway is free from obstructions 

and of sufficient width for two (2) or more lines of moving vehicles and so 

marked by visible lane markings.     

B. The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass another vehicle upon the right only 

under conditions permitting such movement in safety. In no event shall such 

movement be made by driving off the pavement or main-traveled portion of the 

roadway.     

Section 340.320.  Limitations On Overtaking On The Left.  

No vehicle shall be driven to the left side of the center of the roadway in overtaking and 

passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction unless such left side is clearly 

visible and is free of oncoming traffic for a sufficient distance ahead to permit such 

overtaking and passing to be completely made without interfering with the safe operation 

of any vehicle approaching from the opposite direction or any vehicle overtaken. In every 

event, the overtaking vehicle must return the right-hand side of the roadway before 

coming within one hundred (100) feet of any vehicle approaching from the opposite 

direction.   

Section 340.330.  Further Limitations On Driving To The Left of Center of Roadway.   

A. No vehicle shall at any time be driven to the left side of the roadway under the 

following conditions:   

1. When approaching the crest of a grade or upon a curve in the roadway where 

the driver's view is obstructed within such distance as to create a hazard in the 

event another vehicle might approach from the opposite direction.   

2. When approaching within one hundred (100) feet of or traversing any 

uncontrolled intersection or railroad grade crossing.   
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3. When the view is obstructed upon approaching within one hundred (100) feet 

of any bridge, viaduct, or tunnel.   

4. The foregoing limitations shall not apply upon a one-way roadway.       

Section 340.340.  No Passing Zones.  

It shall be unlawful for the driver of any vehicle to overtake and pass another vehicle on 

any section of roadway where signs or markings have been installed prohibiting such 

passing.   

Section 340.350.  Racing On Streets, Roadways or Freeways.   

A. No person shall drive any vehicle on a street, roadway or freeway in any race, speed 

competition or contest, drag race or acceleration contest, test of physical endurance, 

exhibition of speed or acceleration, or for the purpose of making a speed record, 

and no person shall in any manner participate in any such race, competition, 

contest, test or exhibition.   

B. For purposes of this Section, the following words and phrases shall have the 

respective meanings:   

DRAG RACE ð The operation of two (2) or more vehicles from a point side by side at 

accelerating speeds in a competitive attempt to outdistance each other, or the operation of 

one (1) or more vehicles over a common selected course, from the same point to the same 

point, for the purpose of comparing the relative speeds or power of acceleration of such 

vehicle or vehicles within a certain distance or time limit.    

RACE ð The use of one (1) or more vehicles in an attempt to outgain, outdistance, or 

prevent another vehicle from passing, or arrive at a given destination ahead of another 

vehicle or vehicles, or to test the physical stamina or endurance of drivers over long 

distance routes.      

Section 340.360.  Driving On Roadways Laned For Traffic.    

A. When any roadway has been divided into two (2) or more clearly marked lanes for 

traffic, the following rules, in addition to all others consistent herewith, shall apply:   

1. A vehicle shall be driven as nearly as practicable entirely within a single lane, 

and shall not be moved from such lane until the driver has first ascertained 

that such movement can be made with safety.   

2. Upon a two-way roadway which is divided into three (3) lanes, a vehicle shall 

not be driven in the center lane except when overtaking and passing another 

vehicle where the roadway is clearly visible and such center lane is clear of 

traffic within a safe distance, or in preparation for a left turn, or where such 

center lane is at the time allocated exclusively to traffic moving in the 

direction the vehicle is proceeding and is signposted to give notice of such 

allocation.   
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3. Official signs or marking may be installed directing slow moving traffic to use 

a designated lane or to designate those lanes to be used by traffic moving in a 

particular direction, regardless of the center of the roadway, and drivers of 

vehicles shall obey the directions of every such sign or marking.       

Section 340.370.  Following Too Closely.   

A. The driver of a motor vehicle shall not follow another vehicle more closely than is 

reasonable and prudent, having due regard for the speed of such vehicles and the 

traffic upon the condition of the roadway.   

B. The driver of any truck or slowly moving equipment, when travelling upon the 

streets and following another truck, shall, whenever conditions permit, leave 

sufficient space so that an overtaking vehicle may enter and occupy such space 

without danger, except that this shall not prevent a truck from overtaking and 

passing any like vehicle or other vehicles.     

Section 340.380.  Special School Bus Permit and Insurance.   

A. No school bus shall be operated upon any of the streets of Lawson, Missouri, until 

it has been fully covered by insurance as hereinafter provided, and until the owner 

thereof shall have applied for and received a nontransferable special school bus 

permit. Application for such permit shall be made in duplicate on a form prepared 

by the City Administrator, which form shall contain such inquiries as the City 

Administrator may deem proper for identification of said bus, and said application, 

when so filled out and executed, shall be delivered to said City Administrator; 

provided that this Section shall not apply to the public utilities operating as 

common carriers, or to duly authorized operators of taxicab service operating five 

(5) or more taxicabs within the City.   

B. Liability Insurance Required. Before the said City Administrator shall execute any 

permit for a school bus the owner thereof shall present such proof as the said City 

Administrator may require:   

1. That said bus is fully covered with public liability and property damage 

insurance.   

2. That said policy is issued by a company authorized and licensed to do an 

insurance business in this State or approved by the City Administrator.   

3. That said policy contains proper terms obligating the insurance company to 

give twenty (20) days written notice by registered United States mail to the 

City Administrator before normal expiration or cancellation of said policy for 

any reason.   

4. That said policy provides for amounts of liability based on seating capacity as 

defined in regulations by the City Administrator, and shall not be less than the 

following minimum requirements: In a school bus with seating capacity of six 

(6) or less, fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000.00) maximum liability for one 

(1) person and sixty thousand dollars ($60,000.00) maximum liability for all 
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persons; with a seating capacity of seven (7) to twenty (20), inclusive, fifteen 

thousand dollars ($15,000.00) maximum liability for one (1) person and one 

hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) maximum liability for one (1) person 

and three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000.00) maximum liability for all 

persons.       

Section 340.390.  Inspection of School Buses.   

A. Before the said City Administrator shall execute any permit for a school bus, he 

shall require said applicant, at his own expense, to furnish in writing a full report on 

an inspection form provided by the City Administrator, which said form shall be 

filled out and executed by an authorized service representative of the manufacturer 

making the particular chassis of said bus. Said form and information shall fully 

demonstrate that said school bus is in such mechanical condition that it is safe and 

comfortable for the transportation of children under all circumstances and safe 

under all lawful conditions of operation.   

B. The City Administrator is hereby authorized to fix and adopt reasonable regulations 

relating to the construction, design, operation, equipment, maintenance, and color 

of school buses, and to determine standards thereof.   

C. If, after an examination of said insurance policy and inspection form and after 

applying the standards of construction, design, equipment, and color, as aforesaid, 

and after personal inspection of said bus by the City Administrator or his 

representative, if deemed desirable, the said City Administrator shall determine that 

said bus meets the requirements herein provided, then he shall issue a special school 

bus permit.   

D. The City Administrator is hereby authorized to accept in lieu of personal inspection 

or report on inspection, the certification of good mechanical condition and safeness 

as provided in Section 304.060, RSMo., 1959. Upon receiving such certification as 

provided by the State of Missouri, and filing same in the department's records, the 

said City Administrator may issue a special school bus permit.     

 

Chapter 345 

PEDESTRIANS' RIGHTS AND DUTIES  

              

Section 345.010.                Pedestrians Subject To Traffic Control Devices.               [Ord. No. 

KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.370]                

Pedestrians shall be subject to traffic control signals as heretofore declared in Sections 

315.060 and 315.070 of this Title, but at all other places pedestrians shall be granted 

those rights and be subject to the restrictions stated in this Chapter.                           



 Title IV Attachment 1:222 Supp. #3, 10/13 

Section 345.020.                Pedestrians' Right-Of-Way in Crosswalks.               [Ord. No. 

KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.375]                                                          

A. When traffic control signals are not in place or not in operation the driver of a 

vehicle shall yield the right-of-way, slowing down or stopping if need be to so 

yield, to a pedestrian crossing the roadway within a crosswalk when the pedestrian 

is upon the half of the roadway upon which the vehicle is traveling, or when the 

pedestrian is approaching so closely from the opposite half of the roadway as to be 

in danger.                                                            

B. No pedestrian shall suddenly leave a curb or other place of safety and walk or run 

into the path of a vehicle which is so close that it is impossible for the driver to 

yield.                                                            

C. Subsection (A) shall not apply under the conditions stated in Subsection (B) of 

Section 345.050.                                                            

D. Whenever any vehicle is stopped at a marked crosswalk or at any unmarked 

crosswalk at an intersection to permit a pedestrian to cross the roadway, the driver 

of any other vehicle approaching from the rear shall not overtake and pass such 

stopped vehicle.                                                               

Section 345.030.                Pedestrians To Use Right Half of Crosswalks.               [Ord. No. 

KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.380]                

Pedestrians shall move, whenever practicable, upon the right half of crosswalks.                           

Section 345.040.                Crossing At Right Angles.               [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; 

RSMo. 300.385]                

No pedestrian shall cross a roadway at any place other than by a route at right angles to 

the curb or by the shortest route to the opposite curb except in a marked crosswalk.                           

Section 345.050.                When Pedestrian Shall Yield.               [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-

1971; RSMo. 300.390]                                                          

A. Every pedestrian crossing a roadway at any point other than within a marked 

crosswalk or within an unmarked crosswalk at an intersection shall yield the right-

of-way to all vehicles upon the roadway.                                                            

B. Any pedestrian crossing a roadway at a point where a pedestrian tunnel or overhead 

pedestrian crossing has been provided shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles 

upon the roadway.                                                            

C. The foregoing rules in this Section have no application under the conditions stated 

in Section 345.060 when pedestrians are prohibited from crossing at certain 

designated places.                                                               

Section 345.060.                Prohibited Crossing.               [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; 

RSMo. 300.395]                                                          
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A. Between adjacent intersections at which traffic control signals are in operation, 

pedestrians shall not cross at any place except in a crosswalk.                                                            

B. No pedestrian shall cross a roadway other than in a crosswalk in any business 

district.                                                            

C. No pedestrian shall cross a roadway other than in a crosswalk upon any street 

designated by ordinance.                                                            

D. No pedestrian shall cross a roadway intersection diagonally unless authorized by 

official traffic control devices; and, when authorized to cross diagonally, 

pedestrians shall cross only in accordance with the official traffic control devices 

pertaining to such crossing movements.                                                               

Section 345.070.                Obedience of Pedestrians To Bridge and Railroad Signals.               
[Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.400]                                                          

A. No pedestrian shall enter or remain upon any bridge or approach thereto beyond the 

bridge signal, gate, or barrier after a bridge operation signal indication has been 

given.                                                            

B. No pedestrian shall pass through, around, over, or under any crossing gate or barrier 

at a railroad grade crossing or bridge when such gate or barrier is closed or is being 

opened or closed.                                                               

Section 345.080.                Pedestrians Walking Along Roadways.               [Ord. No. KK176 

§1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.405]                                                          

A. Where sidewalks are provided it shall be unlawful for any pedestrian to walk along 

and upon an adjacent roadway.                                                            

B. Where sidewalks are not provided any pedestrian walking along and upon a 

highway shall when practicable walk only on the left side of the roadway or its 

shoulder facing traffic which may approach from the opposite direction.                                                               

Section 345.090.                Drivers To Exercise Highest Degree of Care.               [Ord. No. 

KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.410]                

Not withstanding the foregoing provisions of this Title, every driver of a vehicle shall 

exercise the highest degree of care to avoid colliding with any pedestrian upon any 

roadway and shall give warning by sounding the horn when necessary and shall exercise 

proper precaution upon observing any child or any confused or incapacitated person upon 

a roadway.                   

 

Chapter 350 

METHOD OF PARKING  
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Section 350.010.                Standing or Parking Close To Curb.               [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 

6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.415]                

Except as otherwise provided in this Chapter, every vehicle stopped or parked upon a 

roadway where there are adjacent curbs shall be so stopped or parked with the right-hand 

wheels of such vehicle parallel to and within eighteen (18) inches of the right-hand curb.                           

Section 350.020.                Signs or Markings Indicating Angle Parking.               [Ord. No. 

KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.420]                                                          

A. The City Traffic Engineer shall determine upon what streets angle parking shall be 

permitted and shall mark or sign such streets but such angle parking shall not be 

indicated upon any federal-aid or State highway within the City unless the State 

Highway Commission has determined by resolution or order entered in its minutes 

that the roadway is of sufficient width to permit angle parking without interfering 

with the free movement of traffic.                                                            

B. Angle parking shall not be indicated or permitted at any place where passing traffic 

would thereby be caused or required to drive upon the left side of the street or upon 

any streetcar tracks.                                                               

Section 350.030.                Obedience To Angle Parking Signs or Markers.               [Ord. No. 

KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.425]                

On those streets which have been signed or marked by the City Traffic Engineer for angle 

parking, no person shall park or stand a vehicle other than at the angle to the curb or edge 

of the roadway indicated by such signs or markings.                           

Section 350.040.                Permits For Loading or Unloading At An Angle To The Curb.               
[Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.430]                                                          

A. The City Traffic Engineer is authorized to issue special permits to permit the 

backing of a vehicle to the curb for the purpose of loading or unloading 

merchandise or materials subject to the terms and conditions of such permit. Such 

permits may be issued either to the owner or lessee of real property or to the owner 

of the vehicle and shall grant to such person the privilege as therein stated and 

authorized herein.                                                            

B. It shall be unlawful for any permittee or other person to violate any of the special 

terms or conditions of any such permit.                                                               

Section 350.050.                Lamps On Parked Vehicles.               [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-

1971; RSMo. 300.435]                                                          

A. Whenever a vehicle is lawfully parked upon a street or highway during the hours 

between a half hour after sunset and half hour before sunrise and in the event there 

is sufficient light to reveal any person or object within a distance of five hundred 
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(500) feet upon such street or highway no lights need be displayed upon such 

parked vehicle.                                                            

B. Whenever a vehicle is parked or stopped upon a roadway or shoulder adjacent 

thereto, whether attended or unattended, during the hours between a half hour after 

sunset and a half hour before sunrise and there is not sufficient light to reveal any 

person or object within a distance of five hundred (500) feet upon such highway, 

such vehicle so parked or stopped shall be equipped with one or more lamps 

meeting the following requirements: At least one lamp shall display a white or 

amber light visible from a distance of five hundred (500) feet to the front of the 

vehicle, and the same lamp or at least one other lamp shall display a red light 

visible from a distance of five hundred (500) feet to the rear of the vehicle, and the 

location of said lamp or lamps shall always be such that at least one lamp or 

combination of lamps meeting the requirements of this Section is installed as near 

as practicable to the side of the vehicle which is closest to passing traffic. The 

foregoing provisions shall not apply to a motor driven cycle.                                                            

C. Any lighted headlamps upon a parked vehicle shall be depressed or dimmed.                                                               

Section 350.060.                Unattended Motor Vehicles.                

It shall be unlawful for a person driving or in charge of a motor vehicle to permit it to 

stand unattended without first stopping the engine, locking the ignition, removing the 

key, and effectively setting the brake thereon, and when standing upon any grade, turning 

the front wheels to the curb in such manner as to prevent movement of the vehicle.                   

 

Chapter 355 

STOPPING, STANDING OR PARKING PROHIBITED IN SPECIFIED PLACE S 

  

Section 355.010.  Stopping, Standing or Parking Prohibited. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; 

RSMo. 300.440; Ord. No. KK795 §A, 4-21-2003; Ord. No. KK803, 7-21-2003]   

A. Except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic, or in compliance with 

law or the directions of a Police Officer or official traffic control device, no person 

shall:   

1. Stop, stand or park a vehicle:   

a. On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or 

curb of a street;   

b. On a sidewalk;   

c. Within an intersection;   
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d. On a crosswalk;   

e. Between a safety zone and adjacent curb or within thirty (30) feet of 

points on the curb immediately opposite the ends of a safety zone, unless 

the (traffic authority) indicates a different length by signs or markings;   

f. Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when 

stopping, standing, or parking would obstruct traffic;   

g. Upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a highway or within a 

highway tunnel;   

h. On any railroad tracks;   

i. At any place where official signs prohibit stopping;   

j. Parking or standing of vehicles shall be placed on the curbside in the 

same direction as the traffic flow.   

k. Parking of trailers, recreational trailers that are uncoupled on a City 

street is prohibited.   

l. Parking of recreational vehicles, recreational trailers, boats, farm 

machinery or trailers on a City street is prohibited.   

m. Parking of vehicles for a period of over one hundred sixty-eight (168) 

hours shall be prohibited on a City street.   

n. If any vehicle or trailer is found upon a street in violation of any 

provision of this Chapter regulating the stopping, standing or parking 

and the identity of the operator cannot be determined, the owner or 

person in whose name such vehicle is registered shall be held prima 

facie responsible for such violation.     

2. Stand or park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except momentarily to pick 

up or discharge a passenger or passengers:   

a. In front of a public or private driveway;   

b. Within fifteen (15) feet of a fire hydrant;   

c. Within twenty (20) feet of a crosswalk at an intersection;   

d. Within thirty (30) feet upon the approach to any flashing signal, stop 

sign, or traffic control signal located at the side of a roadway;   

e. Within twenty (20) feet of the driveway entrance to any fire station and 

on the side of a street opposite the entrance to any fire station within 

seventy-five (75) feet of said entrance (when properly signposted);   

f. At any place where official signs prohibit standing.     
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3. Park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except temporarily for the purpose of 

and while actually engaged in loading or unloading merchandise or 

passengers:   

a. Within fifty (50) feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing;   

b. At any place where official signs prohibit parking.       

B. No person shall move a vehicle not lawfully under his control into any such 

prohibited area or away from a curb such a distance as is unlawful.     

Section 355.020.  Parking Not To Obstruct Traffic. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 

300.445]  

No person shall park any vehicle upon a street, other than an alley, in such a manner or 

under such conditions as to leave available less than ten (10) feet of the width of the 

roadway for free movement of vehicular traffic.   

Section 355.030.  Parking in Alleys. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.450]  

No person shall park a vehicle within an alley in such a manner or under such conditions 

as to leave available less than ten (10) feet of the width of the roadway for the free 

movement of vehicular traffic, and no person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle within an 

alley in such position as to block the driveway entrance to any abutting property.   

Section 355.040.  Parking For Certain Purposes Prohibited.   

A. No person shall park a vehicle upon any street for the principal purpose of:   

1. Displaying such vehicle for sale.   

2. Greasing or repairing such vehicle except repairs necessitated by an 

emergency.   

3. Display of merchandise for sale or for advertising purposes, except as 

provided herein.     

B. Vehicle Stands and Selling from Parked Vehicle. No farmer, gardener, or other 

person selling or offering for sale from trucks, wagons, carts, or other vehicles, 

within the limits of the City, any fruits, vegetables, butter, eggs, cheese, meats, 

game, poultry, and foodstuff of any description, shall stand with such trucks, 

wagons, carts, or other vehicles, for more than thirty (30) minutes at any place on 

any public street or square, park, parkway, or other public off-street property.  

B. No licensed huckster's, hawker's, or peddler's vehicles shall be allowed to obstruct 

the passage of any street or alley.  

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to park or keep a vehicle longer than thirty (30) 

minutes in one block for the purpose of selling merchandise contained in such 

vehicle.  
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B. It shall be unlawful for any person to park vehicles on any through street or on a 

side street at a location within one hundred (100) feet of a through street, as 

designated by the Board of Aldermen, for the purpose of selling merchandise 

therefrom between the hours of 7:00 A.M. and 9:00 A.M. and between the hours of 

4:00 P.M. and 6:00 P.M.     

Section 355.050.  Parking Adjacent To Schools. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 

300.460]   

A. The City Traffic Engineer is hereby authorized to erect signs indicating no parking 

upon either or both sides of any street adjacent to any school property when such 

parking would, in his opinion, interfere with traffic or create a hazardous situation.   

B. When official signs are erected indicating no parking upon either side of a street 

adjacent to any school property as authorized herein, no person shall park a vehicle 

in any such designated place.     

Section 355.060.  Parking Prohibited On Narrow Streets. [Ord. No. KK176 §l, 6-7-1971; 

RSMo. 300.465]   

A. The City Traffic Engineer is authorized to erect signs indicating no parking upon 

any street when the width of the roadway does not exceed twenty (20) feet, or upon 

one side of a street as indicated by such signs when the width of the roadway does 

not exceed thirty (30) feet.   

B. When official signs prohibiting parking are erected upon narrow streets as 

authorized herein, no person shall park a vehicle upon any such street in violation 

of any such sign.     

Section 355.070.  Standing or Parking On One-Way Streets. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; 

RSMo. 300.470]  

The City Traffic Engineer is authorized to erect signs upon the left-hand side of any one-

way street to prohibit the standing or parking of vehicles, and when such signs are in 

place, no person shall stand or park a vehicle upon such left-hand side in violation of any 

such sign.   

Section 355.080.  Standing or Parking On One-Way Roadways. [Ord. No. KK176 §l, 6-7-

1971; RSMo. 300.475]  

In the event a highway includes two or more separate roadways and traffic is restricted to 

one direction upon any such roadway, no person shall stand or park a vehicle upon the 

left-hand side of such one-way roadway unless signs are erected to permit such standing 

or parking. The City Traffic Engineer is authorized to determine when standing or 

parking may be permitted upon the left-hand side of any such one-way roadway and to 

erect signs giving notice thereof.   

Section 355.090.  No Stopping, Standing or Parking Near Hazardous or Congested Places. 
[Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.480]   
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A. The City Traffic Engineer is hereby authorized to determine and designate by 

proper signs places not exceeding one hundred (100) feet in length in which the 

stopping, standing, or parking of vehicles would create an especially hazardous 

condition or would cause unusual delay to traffic.   

B. When official signs are erected at hazardous or congested places as authorized 

herein, no person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle in any such designated place.     

Section 355.100.  Hazardous Parking Regulations. [Ord. No. KK284 §§1 ð 6, 9-13-1982]   

A. That all vehicles and other barriers parked on the streets of Lawson, that cause the 

delay in flow of traffic or that cause a hazardous condition on the streets shall be 

removed by the owner of such vehicle or other barrier.   

B. It shall be the duty of the Lawson Police to notify the owner of the barriers 

mentioned in Subsection (A) to remove such barriers from the street within twenty-

four (24) hours after notification by the Police.   

C. In the case of snow storms, when snow equipment is being used to clear the streets 

of snow, it shall be the duty of the Lawson Police to arrange for the removal of 

vehicles immediately from the streets when the vehicles impair the removal of the 

snow by the Lawson Street Department. Any vehicle owner not cooperating with 

the Police, shall be subject to the penalty as provided in Subsection (F).   

D. In no case shall agricultural or commercial equipment be allowed to be parked on 

the streets of Lawson overnight.   

E. In case a vehicle breaks down on the streets of Lawson, the Lawson Police shall 

give the owner or operator of the vehicle reasonable time for emergency repair or 

removal of the vehicle, but in no case shall the vehicle be allowed to be parked in 

excess of twenty-four (24) hours. Safety flares or other safety devices shall be 

placed to notify oncoming traffic during the emergency parking.   

F. Any person found to be in violation of this Section shall be subject to a fine of five 

dollars ($5.00) for each day of occurrence.     

Section 355.110.  Parking of Vehicles in Excess of One Ton. [Ord. No. 206 §§1 ð 3, 10-7-

1974]   

A. The parking of any vehicle having a manufacturer's rated capacity in excess of one 

(1) ton on residential streets, roadways and alleys is hereby prohibited, except that 

an operator may park said vehicle while actually and continuously engaged in 

loading or unloading; provided however, that said vehicles may be parked in front 

of a place of business in such district during business hours of said business, but 

subject to all other ordinances regulating parking at such location.   

B. Any owner or driver of a truck or vehicle in violation of Subsection (A) of this 

Section will be notified to remove the parked truck or vehicle by the Chief of Police 

of the City of Lawson, Missouri.   
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C. No person shall stop, stand or park, or cause to be placed, left or stopped any 

tractor-trailer combination or the trailer portion thereof, on any street when the 

tractor has been uncoupled, except while being loaded or unloaded or standing by a 

loaded dock for such purpose; and it shall be unlawful for any such trailer to be 

parked upon any street having an asphaltic-type of pavement, unless each dolly 

wheel thereof is placed upon a platform of sufficient strength and size to distribute 

the weight over an area of not less than two hundred (200) square inches.     

Section 355.120.  Accessible Parking Zone Regulations ð Penalty. [Ord. No. KK497 §§1 ð 

4, 5-17-1993; Ord. No. KK620 §1, 7-21-2007; Ord. No. 09-3-01 §§1 ð 2, 3-16-2009; Ord. No. 

09-7-02 §§1 ð 2, 7-20-2009]   

A. One (1) accessible parking space shall be established on the south side of Third 

Street, approximately seventy (70) feet east of the corner of South Raum Street as 

prescribed under the American Disabilities Act requirements.   

B. One (1) accessible parking space shall be established at the southeast corner of 

Fourth and Pennsylvania Streets (corner of Lawson Super Mart) as prescribed under 

the American Disabilities Act requirements.   

C. One (1) accessible parking space shall be established at the southwest corner of 3rd 

Street and Pennsylvania Avenue (in front of Lawson Community Center) as 

prescribed under the American Disabilities Act requirements.   

D. One (1) accessible parking space shall be established at the southeast corner of 5th 

Street and Pennsylvania Avenue (in front of United States Post Office) as 

prescribed under the American Disabilities Act requirements.   

E. One (1) accessible parking space shall be established on the west side of 

Pennsylvania Avenue, south of the alley between 4th and 5th Streets (in front of the 

Lawson Review) corner as prescribed under the American Disabilities Act 

requirements.   

F. One (1) accessible parking space shall be established on 4th Street, east of South 

Raum (at City park band stand) as prescribed under the American Disabilities Act 

requirements.   

G. One (1) accessible parking space shall be established on the west side of 

Pennsylvania Avenue, approximately two hundred eight (208) feet north of 4th 

Street as prescribed under the American Disabilities Act requirements.   

H. One (1) accessible parking space shall be established at the City lake property on 

North Raum Street as prescribed under the American Disabilities Act requirements.   

I. Two (2) accessible parking spaces shall be established at the Cardinal Complex on 

Clark Street as prescribed under the American Disabilities Act requirements.   

J. No driver of a vehicle shall stop, stand or park or cause to be placed, left or stopped 

such vehicle in an officially designated handicapped parking zone without a validly 

issued license plate or placard issued pursuant to Section 301.071, RSMo., or 
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Section 301.142, RSMo., or displaying a distinguishing license plate or other 

symbol issued to a physically disabled person by another State.   

K. Any person violating any of the provisions of this Section shall, upon conviction 

therefore, be punished by a fine of not less than fifty dollars ($50.00) nor more than 

three hundred dollars ($300.00) pursuant to Section 301.143, RSMo.     

Section 355.130.  Traffic Lanes/Angle Parking. [Ord. No. KK895A §§1 ð 4, 10-16-2006]   

A. Traffic Lanes.   

1. The City Traffic Engineer is hereby authorized to mark traffic lanes upon the 

roadways of any street or highway where a regular alignment of traffic is 

necessary.   

2. Where such traffic lanes have been marked, it shall be unlawful for the 

operator of any vehicle to fail or refuse to keep such vehicles within the 

boundaries of any such lane except when lawfully passing another vehicle or 

preparatory to making a lawful turning movement.   

3. It is unlawful to drive any vehicle upon any highway or road which has been 

divided into two (2) or more roadways or lanes of traffic by means of a 

physical barrier or by means of dividing section or delineated by curbs, lines 

or other markings on the roadway, except to the right of such barrier or 

dividing section or to make any left turn or semicircular or U-turn on any such 

divided roadway, except at an intersection or interchange or at any signed 

location designated by the City Traffic Engineer, State Highways and 

Transportation Commission or the Department of Transportation. The 

provision of the Subsection shall not apply to emergency vehicle or law 

enforcement vehicles.   

4. When any highway or roadway is divided into two (2) or more lanes of traffic 

by means of a double continuous centerline, it shall be unlawful to drive any 

vehicle across the double centerline except for the purpose of leaving the 

roadway for a private drive or roadway. A dashed centerline shall indicate that 

passing is allowed as long as it is done in accordance to the Title. When a 

dashed line and a continuous centerline divide a roadway, passing is only 

permitted from the lane of traffic which is marked by the dashed centerline.   

5. When the City Traffic Engineer deems it necessary to mark lines of traffic on 

any roadway, the lane of traffic shall be marked by a continuous line, 

primarily white in color, or curb on the right side or edge of the lane and a 

continuous or dashed line, primarily yellow in color, marking the left side of 

the lane.     

B. Obedience To Angle Parking Signs Or Markers. On those streets which have been 

signed or marked by the City Traffic Engineer for angle parking, no person shall 

park or stand a vehicle other than at the angle to the curb or edge of the roadway 

indicated by such signs or marking.   
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C. Manner Of Parking.   

1. Vehicles shall be parked within any painted lines marking or designating a 

parking space. No vehicle shall stop or park in a manner such that the vehicle 

is straddling a painted line marking or designating a parking space or is not 

within a parking space designated by such painted lines.   

2. Where there are no painted lines on the surface of the street marking or 

designating a parking space, no vehicle shall stop or park except in conformity 

with the requirements set forth in parallel parking, right- hand wheels to right-

hand curb or edge of roadway and within eighteen (18) inches of the curb or 

edge of roadway.     

D. Manner Of Parking Within Angular Parking Spaces. Vehicles parked within 

angular parking spaces shall have the front of the vehicle facing the curb of the 

street.     

 

Chapter 360 

STOPPING FOR LOADING OR UNLOADING ON LY  

              

Section 360.010.                City Traffic Engineer To Designate Curb Loading Zones.               
[Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.485]                

The City Traffic Engineer is hereby authorized to determine the location of passenger and 

freight curb loading zones and shall place and maintain appropriate signs indicating the 

same and stating the hours during which the provisions of this Section are applicable.                           

Section 360.020.                Permits For Curb Loading Zone.               [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-

1971; RSMo. 300.490]                

The City Traffic Engineer shall not designate or sign any curb loading zone upon special 

request of any person unless such person makes application for a permit for such zone 

and for two (2) signs to indicate the ends of each such zone. The City Traffic Engineer 

upon granting a permit and issuing such signs shall collect from the applicant and deposit 

in the City Treasury a service fee of ten dollars ($10.00) per year or fraction thereof and 

may by general regulations impose conditions upon the use of such signs and for 

reimbursement of the City for the value thereof in the event of their loss or damage and 

their return in the event of misuse or upon expiration of permit. Every such permit shall 

expire at the end of one (1) year.                           

Section 360.030.                Standing in Passenger Curb Loading Zone.               [Ord. No. 

KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.495]                
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No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle for any purpose or period of time other than 

for the expeditious loading or unloading of passengers in any place marked as a 

passenger curb loading zone during hours when the regulations applicable to such curb 

loading zone are effective, and then only for a period not to exceed three (3) minutes.                           

Section 360.040.                Standing in Freight Curb Loading Zone.               [Ord. No. KK176 

§1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.500]                

No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle for any purpose or length of time other than 

for the expeditious unloading and delivery or pick-up and loading of materials in any 

place marked as a freight curb loading zone during hours when the provision applicable 

to such zones are in effect.                           

Section 360.050.                City Traffic Engineer To Designate Public Carrier Stops and 

Stands.               [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.505]                

The City Traffic Engineer is hereby authorized and required to establish bus stops, bus 

stands, taxicab stands and stands for other passenger common carrier motor vehicles on 

such public streets in such places and in such number as he shall determine to be of the 

greatest benefit and convenience to the public, and every such bus stop, bus stand, 

taxicab stand, or other stand shall be designated by appropriate signs.                           

Section 360.060.                Stopping, Standing and Parking of Buses and Taxicabs Regulated.               
[Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.510]                                                          

A. The operator of a bus shall not stand or park such vehicle upon any street at any 

place other than a bus stand so designated as provided herein.                                                            

B. The operator of a bus shall not stop such vehicle upon any street at any place for the 

purpose of loading or unloading passengers or their baggage other than at a bus 

stop, bus stand or passenger loading zone so designated as provided herein, except 

in case of an emergency.                                                            

C. The operator of a bus shall enter a bus stop, bus stand or passenger loading zone on 

a public street in such a manner that the bus when stopped to load or unload 

passengers or baggage shall be in a position with the right front wheel of such 

vehicle, not further than eighteen (18) inches from the curb and the bus 

approximately parallel to the curb so as not to unduly impede the movement of 

other vehicular traffic.                                                            

D. The operator of a taxicab shall not stand or park such vehicle upon any street at any 

place other than in a taxicab stand so designated as provided herein. This provision 

shall not prevent the operator of a taxicab from temporarily stopping in accordance 

with other stopping or parking regulations at any place for the purpose of and while 

actually engaged in the expeditious loading or unloading of passengers.                                                               

Section 360.070.                Restricted Use of Bus and Taxicab Stands.               [Ord. No. 

KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.515]                
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No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle other than a bus in a bus stop, or other than 

a taxicab in a taxicab stand when any such stop or stand has been officially designated 

and appropriately signed, except that the driver of a passenger vehicle may temporarily 

stop therein for the purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or unloading 

passengers when such stopping does not interfere with any bus or taxicab waiting to enter 

or about to enter such zone.                   

 

Chapter 365 

STOPPING, STANDING OR PARKING RESTRI CTED OR PROHIBITED ON 

CERTAIN STREETS  

  

Section 365.010.  Application of Chapter. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.520]  

The provisions of this Chapter prohibiting the standing or parking of a vehicle shall apply 

at all times or at those times herein specified or as indicated on official signs except when 

it is necessary to stop a vehicle to avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with 

the directions of a Police Officer or official traffic control device.   

Section 365.020.  Regulations Not Exclusive. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.525]  

The provisions of this Title imposing a time limit on parking shall not relieve any person 

from the duty to observe other and more restrictive provisions prohibiting or limiting the 

stopping, standing, or parking of vehicles in specified places or at specified times.   

Section 365.030.  Parking Prohibited At All Times On Certain Streets. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 

6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.530]  

When signs are erected giving notice thereof, no person shall park a vehicle at any time 

upon any of the streets described by ordinance.   

Section 365.040.  Parking Prohibited During Certain Hours On Certain Streets. [Ord. No. 

KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.535]  

When signs are erected in each block giving notice thereof, no person shall park a vehicle 

between the hours specified by ordinance of any day except Sunday and public holidays 

within the districts or upon any of the streets described by ordinance.   

Section 365.050.  Stopping, Standing or Parking Prohibited During Certain Hours On 

Certain Streets. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.540]  

When signs are erected in each block giving notice thereof, no person shall stop, stand, or 

park a vehicle between the hours specified by ordinance on any day except Sundays and 

public holidays within the district or upon any of the streets described by ordinance.   
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Section 365.060.  Parking Signs Required. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.545]  

Whenever by this Title or any ordinance of the City any parking time limit is imposed or 

parking is prohibited on designated streets it shall be the duty of the City Traffic Engineer 

to erect appropriate signs giving notice thereof and no such regulations shall be effective 

unless said signs are erected and in place at the time of any alleged offense.   

Section 365.070.  Commercial Vehicles Prohibited From Using Certain Streets. [Ord. No. 

KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.550]  

In cases where an equally direct and convenient alternate route is provided, an ordinance 

may describe and signs may be erected giving notice thereof, that no persons shall 

operate any commercial vehicle upon streets or parts of streets so described except those 

commercial vehicles making deliveries thereon.   

 

Chapter 370 

TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS BUREAU  

  

Section 370.005.  Municipal Court Shall Establish Traffic Violations Bureau. [Ord. No. 

KK176 §2, 6-7-1971]  

The Municipal Court shall establish a Traffic Violations Bureau to assist the Court with 

the clerical work of traffic cases. The Bureau shall be in charge of such person or persons 

and shall be open at such hours as the Municipal Judge may designate. The Judge of the 

Municipal Court who hears traffic cases shall designate the specified offenses under this 

law or under the traffic ordinances of the City and the State traffic laws in accordance 

with Supreme Court Rule No. 37.49 in respect to which payments of fines may be 

accepted by the Traffic Violations Bureau in satisfaction thereof, and shall specify 

suitable schedules the amount of such fines for first, second, and subsequent offenses, 

provided such fines are within the limits declared by law or ordinance, and shall further 

specify what number of such offenses shall require appearance before the Court.   

Section 370.010.  When Person Charged May Elect To Appear At Bureau or Before 

Magistrate. [Ord. No. KK176 §l, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.555]   

A. Any person charged with an offense for which payment of a fine may be made to 

the Traffic Violations Bureau shall have the option of paying such fine within the 

time specified in the notice of arrest at the Traffic Violations Bureau upon entering 

a plea of guilty and upon waiving appearance in court; or may have the option of 

depositing required lawful bail, and upon a plea of not guilty shall be entitled to a 

trial as authorized by law.   
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B. The payment of a fine to the bureau shall be deemed an acknowledgement of 

conviction of the alleged offense, and the bureau, upon accepting the prescribed 

fine, shall issue a receipt to the violator acknowledging payment thereof.     

Section 370.020.  Duties of Traffic Violations Bureau. [Ord. No. KK176 §l, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 

300.560]   

A. The following duties are hereby imposed upon the Traffic Violations Bureau in 

reference to traffic offenses:   

1. It shall accept designated fines, issue receipts, and represent in court such 

violators as are permitted and desire to plead guilty, waive court appearance, 

and give power of attorney;   

2. It shall receive and issue receipts for cash bail from the persons, who must or 

wish to be heard in court, enter the time of their appearance on the court 

docket, and notify the arresting officer and witnesses, if any, to be present.       

Section 370.030.  Traffic Violations Bureau To Keep Records. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; 

RSMo. 300.565]  

The Traffic Violations Bureau shall keep records and submit to the Judges hearing 

violations of City ordinances summarized monthly reports of all notices issued and 

arrests made for violations of the traffic laws and ordinances in the City and of all the 

fines collected by the Traffic Violations Bureau or the court, and of the final disposition 

or present status of every case of violation of the provisions of said laws and ordinances. 

Such records shall be so maintained as to show all types of violations and the totals of 

each. Said records shall be public records.   

Section 370.040.  Additional Duties of Traffic Violations Bureau. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-

1971; RSMo. 300.570]  

The Traffic Violations Bureau shall follow such procedure as may be prescribed by the 

traffic ordinances of the City or as may be required by any laws of this State.   

Section 370.050.  Driver Improvement School As (Alternate) Additional Sentence.   

A. Whenever a person charged with a violation of any provisions of this Title is found 

guilty of said violation, whether sentence is immediately imposed or imposition of 

sentence is suspended, the Municipal Judges, and each of them, are hereby 

empowered to cause said person to attend a Drivers Improvement School in 

addition to, or in lieu of, other punishment prescribed by this Title.   

B. If any person so designated to attend such Drivers Improvement School should fail 

to attend the school as designated within a period of ninety (90) days from the date 

of assignment, the Municipal Judge who made the assignment, or his successor, 

may cause said person to appear before him to show cause why he or she should not 

be held in contempt of court for the failure to obey the Court's order.     
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Section 370.060.  Schedule of Satisfaction Fines.  

The following shall be a schedule of such satisfaction fines for parking and miscellaneous 

violations which may be paid by persons charged therewith, the same may be so collected 

as in this Schedule provided.  

The satisfaction fines for all moving violations shall be established by the Judge(s) of the 

Municipal Court, and a schedule thereof shall be posted in the public view in the office of 

the Clerk of the Municipal Court and in the Traffic Violations Bureau.  

 

 

 

 Fine Schedule  

 Parking Miscellaneous Ticket Form  

 Parking  

 Violation  Fine Schedule  

 Parking in prohibited place  $10.00  

 Violating passenger or loading zone or bus zone regulations  $5.00  

 Parking in alley or blocking roadway  $5.00  

 Overtime parking at non-metered location  $5.00  

 Double parking  $10.00  

 Illegally parked, or otherwise illegally placed  $10.00  

 Vehicle parked for sale or to sell from or for advertising purpose or 

repairing  

$10.00  

 Unattended vehicle not properly left  $15.00  

 Miscellaneous  

 Excessive noise or smoke   

  First violation  $15.00  

  Second or more  $25.00  

 All other violations for which a traffic violations ticket may be issued  $10.00  

   

      

Section 370.070.  Record of Traffic Cases ð Report of Convictions To Director of Revenue 

of Missouri.   

A. Every Municipal Judge shall keep or cause to be kept a record of every traffic 

information, traffic ticket, or other legal form of traffic charge deposited with or 

presented to said Court of its Traffic Violations Bureau, and shall keep a record of 

every official action by said Court or its Traffic Violations Bureau, in reference 
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thereto, including, but not limited to, a record of every conviction, forfeiture of bail, 

judgment of acquittal, and the amount of fine or forfeiture resulting from every said 

traffic information or ticket deposited with or presented to said Court or its Traffic 

Violations Bureau.   

B. Within ten (10) days after the conviction or forfeiture of bail not vacated of a 

person upon a charge of violating any provisions of this Chapter for which a report 

may then be required by the Director of Revenue of Missouri, every said Municipal 

Judge or Clerk of the Municipal Court shall prepare or cause to be prepared an 

abstract or the record of said court covering the case and immediately forward said 

abstract to said Director. Said abstract shall be certified by the person required to 

prepare the same to be true and correct.     

Section 370.080.  Official Misconduct.  

The willful failure, refusal, or neglect on the part of any judicial or other officer or 

employee receiving or having custody of any fine or forfeiture, either before or after 

deposit in the general fund of the City, to comply with the provisions of this Chapter, 

shall constitute misconduct in office and shall be grounds for removal therefrom.   

 

Chapter 375 

PROCEDURE ON ARREST 

  

Section 375.010.  Forms and Records of Traffic Citations and Arrests. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 

6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.575]   

A. The City shall provide books containing uniform traffic complaint or summons as 

prescribed by Supreme Court Rule No. 37.46. Said books shall include serially 

numbered sets of citations in quadruplicate in the form prescribed by Supreme 

Court Rule.   

B. Such books shall be issued to the Chief of Police or his duly authorized agent, a 

record shall be maintained of every book so issued and a written receipt shall be 

required for every book. The judge or judges hearing City ordinance violation cases 

may require that a copy of such record and receipts be filed with the court.   

C. The Chief of Police shall be responsible for the issuance of such books to individual 

members of the Police Department. The Chief of Police shall require a written 

receipt for every book so issued and shall maintain a record of every such book and 

each set of citations contained therein.     

Section 375.020.  Procedure of Police Officers ð Violations Other Than Parking.   
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A. Any Officer who arrests any resident of Ray County or Clay County, Missouri, or 

non-resident who is employed in this City, for violation of any provisions of this 

Chapter, except parking violations, may take the name, address, driver's license 

number, registration number of the vehicle involved, and such other pertinent 

information as may be necessary or required, and may issue to him in writing on a 

form provided by the Clerk of the Municipal Court, a traffic summons containing a 

notice to answer to the charge against him at a place and at a time to be specified in 

said summons. An Officer, upon serving the alleged violator a written notice to 

answer as specified in the summons, may release such person from custody with the 

following exceptions:   

1. When directed under State law and to take a person immediately before a 

magistrate.   

2. When the violation involves a death.   

3. When the violation involves a person who is a habitual user of drugs or who is 

under the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs, or one who permits 

another person who is a habitual user of drugs or under the influence of 

intoxicating liquor or drugs to operate a motor vehicle owned by the 

defendant, or in his custody or control.   

4. When the violation involves leaving the scene of an accident.   

5. When the violation involves driving with a suspended driver's license, no 

driver's license or a driver's license which has been expired for more than 

sixty (60) days.   

6. When it appears doubtful the violator will appear pursuant to a written 

summons.     

B. An officer who arrests any non-resident within a twenty-five (25) mile radius, who 

is not employed in this City for a violation of this Chapter except parking 

violations, shall take such person into custody and book him at the appropriate 

station where he may be permitted to post cash bail as provided by law.     

Section 375.030.  Uniform Traffic Complaint or Summons To Be Issued When Vehicle 

Illegally Parked or Stopped. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; RSMo. 300.585]   

A. Whenever any motor vehicle without driver is found parked or stopped in violation 

of any of the restrictions imposed by ordinance of the City or by State law, the 

officer finding such vehicle shall take its registration number and may take any 

other information displayed on the vehicle which may identify its user, and shall 

conspicuously affix to such vehicle a uniform traffic complaint or summons for the 

driver to answer to the charge against him within five (5) business days during the 

hours and at a place specified in the traffic ticket.   

B. Separate Violation ð Parking Violation. When a traffic violation ticket is placed 

upon any vehicle, additional tickets may be placed thereon for each overtime 
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parking violation that said vehicle remains in such parking space. Each separate 

overtime parking period shall constitute a separate and distinct violation.     

Section 375.040.  Failure To Comply With Traffic Summons ð When Warrant To Be 

Issued.  

In the event any person fails to comply with a traffic summons given to such person or 

attached to a vehicle, or fails to make appearance pursuant to a summons directing an 

appearance in the Municipal Court or its Traffic Violations Bureau, or if any person fails 

or refuses to deposit bail as required and within the time permitted, the Clerk of the 

Municipal Court shall secure and issue a warrant for his arrest, and the case thereafter 

shall be prosecuted and tried before the Municipal Court as for other violations of 

ordinances.   

Section 375.050.  Police May Remove Vehicle ð When. [Ord. No. KK176 §1, 6-7-1971; 

RSMo. 300.595]   

A. Members of the Police Department are authorized to remove a vehicle from a street 

or highway to the nearest garage or other place of safety, or to a garage designated 

or maintained by the Police Department, or otherwise maintained by the City under 

the circumstances hereinafter enumerated:   

1. When any vehicle is left unattended upon any bridge, viaduct, or causeway, or 

in any tube or tunnel where such vehicle constitutes an obstruction to traffic;   

2. When a vehicle upon a highway is so disabled as to constitute an obstruction 

to traffic and the person in charge of the vehicle is by reason of physical 

injury incapacitated to such an extent as to be unable to provide its custody or 

removal;   

3. When any vehicle is left unattended upon a street and is so parked illegally as 

to constitute a definite hazard or obstruction to the normal movement of 

traffic.     

B. Whenever an officer removes a vehicle from a street as authorized in this Section 

and the officer knows or is able to ascertain from the registration records in the 

vehicle the name and address of the owner thereof, such officer shall immediately 

give or cause to be given notice in writing to such owner of the fact of such removal 

and the reasons therefor and of the place to which such vehicle has been removed. 

In the event any such vehicle is stored in a public garage, a copy of such notice 

shall be given to the proprietor of such garage.   

C. Whenever an officer removes a vehicle from a street under this Section and does 

not know and is not able to ascertain the name of the owner, or for any other reason 

is unable to give the notice to the owner as hereinbefore provided, and in the event 

the vehicle is not returned to the owner within a period of three days, then and in 

that event the officer shall immediately send or cause to be sent a written report of 

such removal by mail to the State Department whose duty it is to register motor 

vehicles, and shall file a copy of such notice with the proprietor of any public 
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garage in which the vehicle may be stored. Such notice shall include a complete 

description of the vehicle, the date, time, and place from which removed, the 

reasons for such removal, and the name of the garage or place where the vehicle is 

stored.     

Section 375.060.  Disposition and Records of Citations ð Warrants and Information.    

A. Every Police Officer, upon issuing a citation to an alleged violator of any ordinance 

of this City, shall deposit the original and first copies of the citation with his 

immediate superior officer, who shall cause said copies of the citation to be 

forwarded to the Traffic Safety Bureau of the Police Department. The Traffic 

Safety Bureau shall cause the original and first copy of the citation to be forwarded 

to the office of the Clerk of the Municipal Court. The Clerk of the Municipal Court 

shall then prepare the Municipal Court dockets from those citations not satisfied in 

the Violations Bureau and those citations on which a court date has been set by 

issuing officer.   

B. Upon the receipt of an original ticket in the Municipal Court of this City, said ticket 

may be disposed of only by trial in said court or by other official action by Judge of 

said Court, including forfeiture of bail, or by payment of a fine to the Traffic 

Violations Bureau of said Court.   

C. The Clerk of the Court shall require the return to him of each traffic ticket, and all 

copies thereof which have been spoiled or upon which any entry has been made and 

have not been issued to an alleged violator. Such latter cases shall require a concise 

statement by the officer, approved by his immediate superior, as to the reason the 

ticket was spoiled or not issued.   

D. Any traffic ticket or traffic ticket book shall be immediately returned to the Clerk of 

the Municipal Court, upon request.   

E. The Clerk of the Municipal Court shall also maintain or cause to be maintained in 

connection with every traffic ticket issued by the Police Department, a record of the 

disposition of the charge by the Municipal Court or its Traffic Violations Bureau.   

F. The Chief of Police shall maintain or cause to be maintained, a record of all 

warrants issued by the Municipal Court and which are delivered to the Police 

Department for service, and of the final disposition of all warrants.   

G. It shall be unlawful and official misconduct for any member of the Police 

Department or other officer or public employee to dispose of, alter, or deface a 

traffic ticket or any copy thereof, or the record of the issuance or disposition of any 

traffic ticket, information, or warrant in a manner other than authorized.     

Section 375.070.  Illegal Cancellation and Reports.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to cancel or solicit the cancellation of any traffic ticket 

in any manner other than provided by this Chapter.   

Section 375.080.  Audit of Records and Reports.   
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A. Every record of traffic ticket, information thereon, and warrant issued therefor 

required in this Chapter shall be audited by the City Administrator, who shall 

submit a report of such audit together with a summary thereof to the Mayor and 

Board of Aldermen.   

B. For the purpose of this Chapter, the City Administrator or his duly authorized 

representative shall have access at all times to all necessary records, files, and 

papers of the Municipal Court, its Traffic Violations Bureau and the Police 

Department.     

Section 375.090.  When Copy of Ticket Shall Be Deemed Lawful Information.  

In the event the forms provided under this Chapter include information and are executed 

in the manner provided by law in respect to any information charging commission of the 

offense alleged in said ticket to have been committed, then such information, when filed 

with the Municipal Court, shall be deemed to be lawful information for the purpose of 

prosecution under this Title.   

 

Chapter 380 

VEHICLE EQUIPMENT  

  

Section 380.010.  Mechanically Defective Motor Vehicles.  

No person shall drive on the streets of the City, a motor vehicle which is in such defective 

mechanical condition as to be reasonably likely, because of such defective mechanical 

condition, to cause damage to persons or property while being so driven.   

Section 380.020.  Lights ð General Requirements.  

For the purpose of revealing its position and direction, a motor vehicle, while in operation 

on a street during the nighttime and all times when fog or other atmospheric conditions 

render the operation of motor vehicles dangerous on the street, shall carry lighted lamps 

and red reflectors as required by Sections 307.020 through 307.127 RSMo., as amended, 

and shall not use any other than the depressed beam of the headlights while operating on 

the streets of the City.   

Section 380.030.  Safety Glass.  

No motor vehicle shall be operated upon any street unless the vehicle is equipped with 

safety glass as required by Sections 304.490 through 304.550, RSMo., 1959, as amended.   

Section 380.040.  Horns and Warning Devices.   
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A. Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a horn, bell, or similar warning device 

in good working order and capable of emitting sound audible under normal 

conditions from a distance of not less than two hundred (200) feet; but no horn, 

bell, or other warning device shall emit an unreasonably loud or harsh sound or 

whistle. The driver of a motor vehicle shall, when reasonably necessary to insure 

safe operation, give audible warning with his horn but shall not otherwise use such 

horn when upon any street.   

B. No vehicle shall be equipped nor shall any person use upon a vehicle any siren, 

whistle, or bell, except as otherwise permitted.     

Section 380.050.  Excessive Noise.  

No person shall operate any automobile, motorcycle, or vehicle so out of repair, or loaded 

in such manner, as to create unreasonably loud or unnecessary grating, grinding, rattling, 

or other noise.   

Section 380.060.  Mufflers, Prevention of Noise, Smoke, Fumes or Flame.   

A. Every motor vehicle shall at all times be equipped with a muffler in good working 

order and in constant operation to prevent excessive or unusual noise and annoying 

smoke, and no person shall use a muffler cutout, bypass, or similar device upon a 

motor vehicle.   

B. The engine and power mechanism of every motor vehicle shall be so equipped and 

adjusted as to prevent the escape of excessive fumes or smoke.   

C. No person operating a motor vehicle shall permit the same to operate in such 

manner as to emit an unduly great amount of steam, smoke, flame, or products of 

combustion from exhaust pipes or openings.   

D. No person shall operate or drive a vehicle on which the exhaust system has been 

modified in a manner which will amplify or increase the noise emitted by the motor 

of such vehicle above that emitted by the muffler originally installed on the vehicle, 

and such original muffler shall comply with all the requirements of this Section.     

Section 380.070.  Mirrors.  

Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a rear-view mirror, and if so constructed or 

loaded as to obstruct the driver's view to the rear thereof from the driver's position, shall 

be equipped with mirror on each side so located as to reflect to the driver a view of the 

highway for a distance of at least two hundred (200) feet to the rear of such vehicle.   

Section 380.080.  Brakes.   

A. All motor vehicles, except motorcycles, shall be provided at all times with two (2) 

sets of adequate brakes kept in good working order, and motorcycles shall be 

provided with one set of adequate brakes kept in good working order.   
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1. Adequacy of brakes. Every bus, truck, truck-tractor, tractor-trailer, and 

combination of motor vehicles, shall be equipped with brakes adequate to 

control the movement of and to stop and to hold such vehicle or combination 

of vehicles. Two (2) separate means of brake application shall be provided. 

One such braking means shall be a mechanical parking brake which shall 

employ a ratchet and pawl or other suitable locking and releasing mechanism. 

If these two (2) separate means of applying the brakes are connected in any 

way, they shall be so constructed that failure of any one (1) part of the 

operating mechanism shall not leave the vehicle without operative brakes.   

2. Parking brakes. Every bus, truck, truck-tractor, or tractor-trailer shall be 

equipped with parking brakes capable of locking the rear driving wheels and 

adequate under any condition of loading to hold, to the limit of traction, of 

such braked wheels, such vehicle or combination of vehicles to which such 

motor vehicle may be attached on any grade on which said vehicle or 

combination of vehicles is to be operated. The operating controls of such 

parking brakes shall be independent of the operating controls of the service 

brakes.       

Section 380.090.  Windshields Must Be Unobstructed and Equipped With Wipers ð 

Minimum H eight.   

A. No person shall drive any motor vehicle with any object suspended or mounted in 

any manner between the driver and the front windshield or with any sign, poster, 

snow, ice, or other non-transparent material upon the front windshield, side wings, 

or side or rear windows of such vehicle, which obstructs or interferes with the 

driver's clear view of the street or which might divert his attention from the street.   

B. The windshield on every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a device for cleaning 

rain, snow, or other moisture from the windshield, which device shall be so 

constructed as to be controlled or operated by the driver of the vehicle, and shall be 

maintained in good working order.   

C. No person shall operate a four-wheeled motor vehicle on any street or thoroughfare 

of this City of which the top of the windshield is not at least forty-two (42) inches 

from the ground, unless said vehicle is equipped with a panel plainly visible to 

others using the streets, said panel to extend to a height of at least four (4) feet and 

be at least four (4) feet wide.   

D. No person shall operate any motor vehicle upon which any manufactured vision 

reducing material is applied to any portion of the motor vehicle's windshield, side 

wings, or windows located immediately to the right and left of the driver which 

reduces visibility from within or without the motor vehicle, provided however, 

nothing in this Subsection shall prohibit any label, sticker or informational sign 

required by law, ordinance or regulation which is applied as directed by same, nor 

to prohibit any tinting material applied to the uppermost portion of the motor 

vehicle's windshield which is normally tinted by the manufacturer of motor vehicle 

safety glass.   
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E. No person shall apply any manufactured vision reducing material which reduces 

visibility from within or without the motor vehicle to any motor vehicle's 

windshield, side wings, or windows located immediately to the right and left of the 

driver, provided however, that tinting material may be applied to the uppermost 

portion of the motor vehicle's windshield which is normally tinted by the 

manufacturer of motor vehicle safety glass.     

Section 380.100.  Lamp or Flag On Projecting Load.  

Whenever the load upon any vehicle extends to the rear beyond the bed or body of such 

vehicle five (5) feet or more, there shall be displayed at the extreme ends of the load, 

during the nighttime, a red light or lantern plainly visible from a distance of at least five 

hundred (500) feet to the sides and rear. The red light or lantern required under this 

Section shall be in addition to the red rear light required upon every vehicle. At any other 

time there shall be displayed at the extreme rear end of such load a red flag or cloth not 

less than twelve (12) inches square and so hung that the entire area is visible to the driver 

of a vehicle approaching from the rear.   

Section 380.110.  Restrictions As To Tire Equipment.   

A. Every solid rubber tire on a vehicle shall have rubber on its entire traction surface at 

least one (1) inch thick above the edge of the flange of the entire periphery.   

B. No person shall operate or move on any street any motor vehicle, trailer, or semi-

trailer having any metal tire in contact with the roadway.   

C. No tire on a vehicle moved on a street shall have on its periphery any block, flange, 

cleat, or spike, or any other protuberance of any material other than rubber which 

projects beyond the tread of the traction surface of the tire, except that it shall be 

permissible to use tire chains and studded snow tires of reasonable proportions upon 

any vehicle between November first (1st) and March thirtieth (30th), when required 

for safety because of snow, ice, or other conditions tending to cause a vehicle to 

skid.     

Section 380.120.  Communications Equipment in Motor Vehicles.   

A. No person shall equip any motor vehicle with a communications device tuned or 

fixed to receive or transmit messages on any frequency used by the Police 

Department, or have or use the same in any motor vehicle within the City limits, 

unless such motor vehicle is used or owned by the City of Lawson, Missouri, or 

other publicly owned and controlled law-enforcement agencies, without first 

securing a permit so to do from the Chief of Police upon application made to him.   

B. In any application so made, it shall be shown to the said Chief of Police that the use 

of the appliance or equipment herein is required by the applicant in his business, 

occupation or employment, or will be available as an aid in enforcement work in 

case of public emergency.     

Section 380.130.  Motor Vehicle Elevation.   
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A. No person shall operate any motor vehicle on the streets of this City, the body of 

which has been altered in such a manner that the front or rear of the vehicle is 

raised at such an angle as to obstruct the operator's vision of the street in front or to 

the rear of the vehicle.   

B. Every motor vehicle which is licensed in this State and operated upon the streets of 

this City shall be equipped with front and rear bumpers if such vehicle was 

equipped with bumpers as standard equipment. The lowest point on the front and 

rear bumper of any motor vehicle shall not be raised by modification or 

replacement of parts or accessories so as to be higher than six (6) inches from the 

original manufactured bumper height for that vehicle. In no event shall the bumper 

height exceed thirty (30) inches. Such modification or replacement of parts shall 

include, but shall not necessarily be limited to, an adjustment to the suspension 

system, a different type of tire, or other modification from original manufacturer 

which would result in the front or rear bumper of the motor vehicle being raised 

more than the allowed distance. This Subsection shall not apply to motor vehicles 

designed or modified primarily for off -road purposes while such vehicles are in tow 

or to motorcycles or motor-driven cycles, or to motor vehicles registered as historic 

motor vehicles when the original design of such vehicles did not include bumpers 

or to vehicles used for agricultural purposes which are so designated by the 

vehicles' license plates nor shall the provisions of this Subsection prohibit the use of 

drop bumpers.   

C. Violations of this Section will be determined based on bumper standards 

established by rule or regulation of the Superintendent of the Missouri State 

Highway Patrol pursuant to Section 307.172, RSMo.   

D. Unless the context specifically indicates otherwise, the following terms as used in 

this Section, are defined as follows:   

BUMPER ð A device of at least four and one-half (4½) inches in vertical height 

constructed of metal, wood or other durable material capable of absorbing shock and 

mounted on the front or rear of a motor vehicle. Each bumper must be made of a strength 

equal to a stock bumper.    

DROP BUMPER ð A bumper which may be mounted not more than three (3) inches 

below the original manufacturer's mounting with heavy metal by bolting or welding to 

the motor vehicle frame.    

E. Measurements shall be taken with the motor vehicle in an unloaded condition on a 

level surface. Measurements shall be taken from the surface on which the vehicle 

stands to the lowest point of the bumper excluding any bumper attachments. If the 

vehicle is equipped with a non-stock type bumper, the measurement shall be taken 

from a point not more than five (5) inches below the centerline of the bumper 

mounting bracket on vehicles with a manufacturers' gross vehicle weight rating of 

eleven thousand (11,000) pounds or less, and the measurement shall be taken not 

more than eight (8) inches below the centerline of the bumper mounting bracket on 

vehicles with a manufacturers' gross vehicle weight rating of over eleven thousand 

(11,000) pounds.     
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Section 380.140.  Trailers and Towed Vehicles.   

A. When one (1) vehicle is towing another, the drawbar or other connection shall be of 

sufficient strength to pull all weight towed thereby, and said drawbar or other 

connection shall not exceed fifteen (15) feet from one (1) vehicle to the other, 

except the connection between any two (2) vehicles transporting poles, pipe, 

machinery, or other objects or structural nature which cannot readily be 

dismembered.   

B. When one (1) vehicle is towing another and the connection consists of a chain, 

rope, or cable, there shall be displayed upon such connection a white flag or cloth 

not less than twelve (12) inches square.   

C. During the time lights are required, the required lights shall be displayed on both 

vehicles.     

Section 380.150.  Mechanical or Electrical Signal Devices Required.  

All motor vehicles, so constructed and equipped that the hand and the arm signals cannot 

be given or seen from the rear and which are owned by residents of the City, shall be 

equipped with a mechanical or electrical device which shall display a signal plainly 

visible from the rear and indicating an intention to turn or stop, or that the speed of the 

motor vehicle is being slowed.   

 

Chapter 385 

CARELESS DRIVING AND DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF INTOXICATING 

LIQUOR OR DRUGS 

              

Section 385.010.                Careless and Imprudent Driving.               [Ord. No. KK211 §§1 ð 

2, 9-29-1975]                

Every person operating a motor vehicle on the streets of the City shall operate or drive 

the same in a careful and prudent manner, and in the exercise of the highest degree of 

care and at a rate of speed so as not to endanger the property of another or the life or limb 

of any person, taking into consideration the time of day, the amount of vehicular and 

pedestrian traffic, the condition of the street or highway, and atmospheric conditions and 

the location with reference to intersecting streets or highways, curves, residences or 

schools.                           

Section 385.020.                Driving While Intoxicated.               [RSMo. 577.010]                                                          

A. A person commits the crime of "driving while intoxicated" if he operates a motor 

vehicle while in an intoxicated or drugged condition.                                                            
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B. Driving while intoxicated is for the first offense, a misdemeanor. No person 

convicted of or pleading guilty to the offense of driving while intoxicated shall be 

granted a suspended imposition of sentence for such offense, unless such person 

shall be placed on probation for a minimum of two (2) years.                                                               

Section 385.030.                Driving With Excessive Blood Alcohol Content.               [RSMo. 

577.012; Ord. No. KK740, 10-15-2001]                                                          

A. A person commits the crime of "driving with excessive blood alcohol content" if he 

operates a motor vehicle in this State with eight-hundredths of one percent (.08%) 

or more by weight of alcohol in his blood.                                                            

B. As used in this Section, percent by weight of alcohol in the blood shall be based 

upon grams of alcohol per one hundred (100) milliliters of blood may be shown by 

chemical analysis of the person's blood, breath, saliva or urine. For the purposes of 

determining the alcoholic content of a persons' blood under this Section, the test 

shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of Section 577.020 to 

577.041, RSMo.                                                            

C. For the first offense, driving with excessive blood alcoholic content is a 

misdemeanor.                                                       

the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974; Executive Order 11063; 

Executive Order 11246, as amended by Executive Order 11375; Section 3 of 

the Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968; the Vocational 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973; the Revenue Sharing Act; the Age Discrimination 

Act of 1967; the Equal Pay Act of 1963; and the Statutes enacted by the State 

of Missouri, including, but not limited to, the Fair Employment Practices Act, 

the Public Accommodations Law and the Fair Housing Law.   

2. To establish responsibility for and provide guidelines for implementation and 

conduct of the City of Lawson's affirmative action program.   

3. To establish realistic program goals and to develop and maintain a vigorous 

recruitment program for the affirmative action program.   

4. To evaluate personnel practices and selection processes to determine if they 

are discriminatory or place artificial barriers to the employment of minorities 

and women. Evaluations of all personnel procedures will include and 

emphasize the critical and unique employment problems faced by minorities 

and women.   

5. To implement and maintain an informational program for City employees and 

the general public on the City's Affirmative Action Program.   

6. To, as a long-range goal, achieve equitable representation of minorities and 

women at all job levels of City employment and in specific occupational areas 

that will be consistent with both population parity and/or available work force 

in order to establish an integrated and balanced work force throughout the 

City to meet effectively the needs of the citizens of Lawson.       
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Section 100.020.  Responsibilities. [Ord. No. KK263 §2, 10-13-1980]   

A. The Mayor of the City of Lawson:   

1. Shall be responsible for the administration of the City's Affirmative Action 

Plan.   

2. Shall appoint a City Affirmative Action Officer to administer the provisions 

of the Affirmative Action Plan.   

3. Will solicit support of the Employee's Council for the Affirmation Action 

Plan.   

4. Will submit an annual report to the Board of Aldermen and the department 

heads on the status of the Affirmative Action Plan.     

B. The Affirmative Action Officer:   

1. Shall be responsible for the implementation of the Affirmative Action Plan.   

2. Shall annually review and revise the Affirmative Action Plan.   

3. Shall annually audit and evaluate the Affirmative Action Plan and prepare 

reports concerning the performance of the City, each department and its 

management personnel regarding the Affirmative Action Plan.   

4. Shall set goals, timetables and procedures for implementation of the review 

and redesign of current personnel practices and correcting current under-

utilization of minorities and women, if such is found to exist.   

5. Shall assist and counsel department heads regarding their affirmative action 

responsibilities and in establishing realistic goals and guidelines essential to 

attainment of the objectives of the Affirmative Action Plan.   

6. Shall confer with department heads to determine the basis for under-utilization 

of minorities and women and, if such exists, request and recommend 

corrective action.   

7. Shall review recruitment, selection, testing and promotional practices and 

identify action that may be needed to eliminate discriminatory and artificial 

barriers.   

8. Shall counsel minority and women employees on career planning and other 

employment matters.   

9. Shall maintain a liaison with the Equal Employment Opportunity 

Commission, the Missouri Commission on Human Rights, and other 

government agencies and shall prepare and submit reports as required.   

10. Shall be responsible for investigating allegations of discrimination against the 

City of Lawson.     

C. The Department Heads:   
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1. Shall be responsible for all aspects of the Affirmative Action Plan as it applies 

to their departments.   

2. Shall seek to ensure that the supervisors and staff fully understand the 

Affirmative Action Plan and promote a positive climate in his or her 

department concerning affirmative action.   

3. Shall analyze their work force relative to utilization of minorities and women, 

and shall identify any obstacles which might bar members of these groups 

from employment or advancement at the department level.   

4. Shall counsel and give assistance to minorities and women employees, 

particularly regarding promotional opportunities within his or her department.       

Section 100.030.  Communication and Implementation. [Ord. No. KK263 §3, 10-13-1980]   

A. All employees shall be informed in writing regarding the Affirmative Action Plan 

and its provisions.   

B. A special meeting of the Employees' Council shall be held to discuss the program 

and answer questions and said Council shall be kept apprised of amendments, 

alterations or changes in said Plan.   

C. All department heads shall receive in writing a memorandum informing them of 

their general responsibilities regarding the Affirmative Action Plan, and such 

supplementary memoranda as shall be necessary to keep them apprised of any 

amendments, alterations or changes in said Plan.   

D. Equal employment opportunity posters and employer policy statements, along with 

any policy change notices regarding the program, shall be posted in each 

department.   

E. Summary reports on affirmative action performance shall be annually distributed to 

all employees.   

F. Every employee shall be informed of the person to whom questions can be directed 

and whose counsel may be sought regarding the program.   

G. Every employee shall be informed of the existence and operation of the internal 

grievance procedures set up under the personnel policy manual for handling 

complaints of discrimination.   

H. All employment advertisements shall contain the words: "An Equal Opportunity - 

Affirmative Action Employer".   

I. Employment application forms shall contain the following clause:  

I. "The City of Lawson is an equal opportunity employer and shall not discriminate 

against an employee or applicant for employment because of race, color, religion, 

sex, age, marital status, national origin, or physical disability unless based upon a 

bona fide occupational qualification necessary to proper and efficient functioning in 

the job, nor shall any other non-merit factors enter into the determination of 
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eligibility for an existing position. If you believe you have been discriminated 

against, you should notify the City's Affirmative Action Officer, the Equal 

Employment Commission or the Missouri Commission on Human Rights."   

J. A notification letter shall be sent to employment sources and minority organizations 

within the City of Lawson informing them of our affirmative action program and 

asking for their active cooperation. The letter shall also state that the sources shall 

be promptly notified of all job openings.   

K. Establishment of an aggressive recruitment program to attract minorities and 

women is primarily the responsibility of the personnel office. The Affirmative 

Action Officer, and each department head, will support this effort as it relates to 

their individual needs. Methods utilized in carrying out recruitment efforts shall be 

expanded to include, but not limited to, the following:   

1. Maintain a mailing list and periodically send information to minority 

organizations; women's groups; governmental agencies; educational 

institutions at the academic and vocational level; and other related agencies 

that exist within the City of Lawson and direct themselves to the employment 

of minorities and women.   

2. Develop and maintain a list of prominent locations in the minority community 

for the posting of job announcements.   

3. Establish cooperative working relationships with the Manpower Program 

operating within the community.   

4. Efforts to hire minority and women employees for temporary positions shall 

be made to encourage their interest in regular employment with the City.   

5. Recruitment outside of the local area shall be made to solicit applications from 

minorities and women. This will be particularly true in the case of recruiting 

any professional or managerial applicants.     

L. Positional classifications/position descriptions shall be reviewed, and revised where 

appropriate, to assure reflection of current duties and responsibilities.   

M. Position specifications shall be reviewed to assure they are related to job content 

and are set at the minimum level needed for entrance into the job; i.e., factors such 

as height, weight, education levels, previous work experience or other standards, 

shall be realistically related to job requirements.   

N. Efforts shall be made to ensure that all tests and other selection criteria shall be 

validated according to generally accepted professional standards as specified in 

Federal guidelines on selection to assure that they are job related and culturally 

unbiased.   

O. Where appropriate, tests other than written varieties shall be used. Performance 

testing shall be encouraged. Overall written tests shall be deemphasized; written 

tests shall be used as only one of many factors in the selection process and decision. 
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Retesting shall be permitted as soon as candidates can show reasonable effort to 

prepare themselves for such a retest.   

P. Application blanks and employer records shall be reviewed and revised to ensure all 

questions not related to job performance or which operate to the detriment of 

minorities and women are eliminated.   

Q. To ensure uniformity, a standard interview form shall be used. Action taken as a 

result of the interview shall be specifically recorded on this form and focused on job 

related factors only.   

R. Required equal opportunity notices, along with information regarding the 

Affirmative Action Plan, shall be conspicuously displayed in all offices where tests 

and interviews are conducted. In addition, an equal employment opportunity clause 

such as those referred to previously shall be included on all application blanks and 

employee records.   

S. Selection for promotion shall conform to all the practices in the preceding 

provisions. Where feasible, training shall be set up to enhance promotability of 

minorities and women. The financial assistance for training shall be used to 

encourage women and minorities to receive required educational training. Records 

shall be kept indicating the movement of minorities and women within the City's 

personnel system relative to promotion, job assignments, layoff and recall. In every 

instance, written explanations for rejection of minorities and women shall be 

required and systematically recorded. Exit interviews will be conducted in the case 

of voluntary resignations of minorities and women to see if any factors under our 

control are responsible. A written record of any such factors disclosed shall be 

made.   

T. The City shall provide for training programs and support career education programs 

which provide academic and job skills to their permanent employees as outlined in 

the personnel policy manual. Whenever the City sponsors any training activity, 

special attention and consideration shall be given to securing the participation of 

minorities and women. Supervisory training programs shall be conducted with the 

objective of improving supervisory skills relative to working with minorities and 

women employees. Records shall be maintained as to the numbers and percentages 

of minorities and women applying for and participating in all training programs. 

We shall encourage educational institutions and other agencies to develop 

meaningful training programs relevant to employment with the City, so as to 

increase the numbers of qualified minorities and women in the labor force.   

U. The facilities currently available to employees shall be examined to ascertain if they 

in any way discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, 

political affiliation, age, sex, or physical disability.   

V. All complaints of alleged discrimination shall be processed by the guidelines 

established in Ordinance adopted by the City of Lawson on October 13, 1980.     




